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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
This report captures EQUATIONS work of 2014-2015 detailing our research studies, campaigns, consultations and
policy critiques. Some of the trends and developments we responded through our work were:
At the national level, the Ministry of Tourism (MoT) announced the formulation of a new tourism policy by May 2015.
This was an important initiative taken by the Ministry, especially given current trends and developments in tourism,
which make the 2002 policy’s relevance redundant. As part of the process of policy formulation the Ministry is
seeking contribution from industry stakeholders, however it chooses to not acknowledge that tourism impacts local
communities. EQUATIONS plans to engage in this process to advocate with the MoT to adopt a more holistic view of
tourism development for the country.
In the entire gamut of initiatives taken by the MoT, it is clear that economic aspects especially take precedence
over social, cultural, political and environmental issues. State governments too are focusing more on employment
opportunities through tourism by developing world-class infrastructure in the Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode
and with mega tourism projects. We investigated these aspects through our work on economics of tourism.
The need for protection of the coastal ecology and livelihoods of local communities from industrial activities and
tourism continues even today. The seaplanes projects that are coming up across many of the coastal states of India or
the orders of National Green Tribunal, to immediately demolish all small eateries and sheds at Solang Nallah (Himachal
Pradesh) will affect the livelihoods of thousands of people, which has not been taken into consideration. Our work
aimed at highlighting these issues and impacts of tourism.
Sexual exploitation of children continues to be a serious concern in tourism sector. This is further heightened with the
poor implementation of the Safe and Honourable Tourism Code promoted by MoT and lack of protection mechanisms
for children in tourism, are areas that we continue to work on.
Under the current government many laws – land, labour, environment – are witnessing a change, which automatically
has an impact of the tourism. These have been on our radar. On the one hand while the aspect of developing and
promoting tourism products continue, the rights of the people in and around tourism destinations is under threat with
displacement of people, especially the migrant communities. The safety women tourists too has been a growing concern
in the country. We have been advocating with the government and the tourism industry to engage with the issues at a
systemic level to ensure that women’s needs and rights are taken into account in tourism.
To build awareness on tourism issues with students and academics we engaged with tourism teaching institutions
in South India and at the national level. In terms of tourism industry engagements, we were invited by a tourism
establishment to look into a land grabbing case by a time share company. The other areas of connect were on
community based tourism, child protection and on the rights of workers.
We have continued our advocacy with various central and state level Ministries and other government bodies such as
the Ministry of Tourism, Department of Tourism – Kerala and Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka Ecotourism
Development Board. EQUATIONS was invited to be a member of the committee formed by the Karnataka Forest
Department to form the state’s ecotourism strategy. We engaged with the Ministry of Women and Child as well as with
the Karnataka Department of Women and Child Development and the Kerala State Commission for the Protection of
Child Rights on the rights of women and children in tourism.
Collaborating with organisations / peoples movements continues to be the backbone of our work. This year we were
able to strengthen our work with important national and local people’s movements and community based organisations,
to be in solidarity and to bring in the linkages between tourism and their wider struggles.

Mario Pinto Almeida
President, Equitable Tourism Options (EQUATIONS) Society
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CONTEXT OF OUR WORK
Tourism Statistics: The tourism industry in India has witnessed an increase in foreign and domestic tourist arrivals.

In 2014, 7.68 million Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) were recorded as against 6.97 million in 2013, registering a 10.2%
growth. While the international tourist arrivals worldwide increased by 4.7%, India’s growth rate was higher even when
compared to South Asia’s which was 7%. However India’s overall share of FTAs continues to remain at 0.64% – 0.66%
for the past 5 years. Tamil Nadu (4.66 mn) and Maharastra (4.39 mn) continue to receive the highest number of foreign
tourists. The contribution of top 10 states (the others being Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Kerala,
Bihar, Karnataka and Haryana) was about 88.8% to the total number of FTAs during 2014. Goa, which was in the top
10; slipped further down in 2014, and was replaced by Haryana. Possible reasons stated were that Goa is becoming
expensive destination due to increase in government tax rates, with a slowdown of the Russian economy (who are a
significant population of the foreign tourists) and with newer places being opened up across the country.
On the other hand, the numbers of domestic tourists continue to increase year on year. 2014 witnessed an 11.93 %
increase (1282.4 mn) as against 9.59 % in 2013. Tamil Nadu (327.6) and Uttar Pradesh (182.8) continue to receive the
highest number of domestic tourists with Karnataka and Maharashtra at the 3rd and 4th position, respectively due to
split of the state of Andhra Pradesh. The contribution of top 10 states (the others being Telengana, Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal, Jharkhand and Rajasthan) was about 83.28% to the total number of domestic tourist visits during 2014.
Gujarat and Chhattisgarh, which were in the top 10 states; slipped further down in 2014, while Jharkhand came in.

Tourism Policies: At the national level, in a response to a question in Rajya Sabha in July 2014, the Tourism Minister

has said that there is no proposal before the Government to bring out a new tourism policy. However within a span of
6 months, the Ministry was announcing the formulation of a new tourism policy by May 2015. This was an important
initiative taken by MoT, especially given current trends and developments in tourism, which make the 2002 policy’s
relevance redundant. As part of the process of policy formulation the Ministry is seeking contribution from industry
stakeholders, however it chooses to not acknowledge that tourism impacts local communities – their lives and
livelihoods in a most fundamental manner. Not addressing and involving them in the policy process by taking their
interests into account would be tantamount to perpetuating gross injustices to them.

Many state governments have also announced or are in the process of formulating new tourism policies (Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Lakshadweep), though the concept and content does not vary much
from one to another. The thrust is on developing new circuits, development of infrastructure, promotion of tourism in
the state, offer incentives and subsidies, creation of land banks, creation of authorities / committees, formalizing the
tourist police for the safety of the tourists. Some also speak about giving tourism projects industrial status. What is
however starkly lacking in these policies, is the acknowledgment of people whose homes and backyards are promoted
as tourism destinations. The policies do not concern themselves with the impacts of tourism on the people – their lives
and livelihoods. Even within the tourism industry, it is the private and formal sector which has been kept in mind. The
unorganised sector and casual workforce within the formal sector have been completely forgotten.
Many state governments are pushing for ecotourism, with Madhya Pradesh, planning to adopt the African model
of private parks. In this regard the government has sent a concept note to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF & CC) for approval. On its approval, the government plans to hand over parcels of 2,000-5,000
hectares to private players for the purpose. Karnataka has identified 20 trekking tracks across Western Ghats, while the
forest areas of Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and West Bengal are also being opened up by the state tourism and forest
departments for development of ecotourism. In order to facilitate smaller enterprises, Gujarat cleared its Homestay
policy, with West Bengal, Assam and Karnataka proposing to come out with their own.

Tourism Infrastructure: The MoT is geared towards promoting tourism and developing necessary infrastructure,
even though the plan estimate budget for tourism came down from 1882 cr in 2013-2014 to 1483 cr in 20142015, resulting in a 21.9% decrease. Even prior to initiating the policy formulation, one of the first schemes that was
announced by the new government was the National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation
Drive (PRASAD), followed a few months later by Swadesh Darshan. Both these schemes are to be implemented from

2015-2016. These schemes will be dovetailed with HRIDAY (National Heritage Development and Augmentation
Yojana), being implemented by the Ministry of Urban Development. The two schemes are very similar in its approach
and process of implementation with the difference being on the focus. While PRASAD concentrates on pilgrim cities,
Swadesh Darshan is on theme based circuits.
To go a step further, of the 12 cities chosen under the PRASAD scheme, 8 are Hindu pilgrim sites with one having
an overlap with Buddhism and 1 each of Buddhism, Islam, Christianity and Sikhism. Even the circuits chosen under
Swadesh Darshan, of the five, three are in eco-fragile areas which the government has been meaning to open up for
long time (Himalayan, North east and Coastal regions) and two which are pilgrim circuits. However what is not clear is
the criteria and process of choosing these places as well as the rationale for the schemes themselves.
Key components in the mission statements of both schemes speak about high tourist value, competitiveness and
sustainability in an integrated manner, synergising efforts to focus on needs and concerns of all stakeholders, enrich
tourist experience, enhance employability and to be undertaken in PPP mode. Further through the document this
statement is used in ways to suit the needs of the government and the industry. The concept of sustainability is
construed in a very narrow manner as it seems to feature only in the use of green technology. Sustainability in tourism
is the management of all resources in such a way that the economic, social and aesthetic needs can be fulfilled while
maintaining cultural integrity, essential ecological processes, biological diversity and life support systems.
There is an understanding that the needs and concerns of all stakeholders and especially of people in tourism places
can be resolved by enhancing employability without taking into consideration the other economic, environmental,
social and cultural impacts of tourism that are currently exist. Secondly, the schemes speak about slum upgradation,
building of convention centres, golf courses, aquamarine parks, shoreline development of natural water bodies, among
other developments. One fears if slum upgradation will be the justification of beautification and cleanliness drives
forcing/evicting these communities out of view of the tourist. How does the large scale development of golf courses,
conventions centres and themes parks, which are extremely resource intensive fit in with the idea of sustainable
development?
There are five key agencies that will plan, guide and monitor the implementation of these schemes – the National
Steering Committee, Mission Directorate, Central Sanctioning and Monitoring Committee, Project Management
Consultant and Implementing Agency. Except in the preparation of the detailed project reports, where local bodies will
be consulted, there is no reference of them in any of the other processes. Truly the constitutional role of the panchayats
/ municipalities / gram and ward sabhas, is not limited only to consultations, it is one of self governance.
The MoT believes that its role is limited to fixing the gaps in infrastructure development, capacity building, marketing
(online presence) and funding and it is also with this myopic thinking that they approach planning and monitoring. For
them ‘the entire project would be ‘outcome oriented’ rather than ‘process oriented’. The Ministry’s core purpose should
be to ensure that tourism policy and the planning, coordinating and monitoring of tourism development is based on
research and ground realities, privileges local community benefits and local economic growth, which in its current
thinking is largely lacking.
However, it is not just MoT that believes that infrastructure development is its key priority. States governments too are
focusing on developing world-class infrastructure, which is evident in the number of projects for helicopter landings,
ropeways, improvement of highways and state transport systems, golf courses, theme parks, high end hotels that have
multiplied manifold across almost all states. The ecosystems of the coasts, forest, mountains, islands – which have
been subjected to unplanned & unregulated development are going to continue bearing the brunt of tourism as both
the state and centre plan to focus their energies on these regions either through schemes like Swadesh Darshan or as
projects in combination with other schemes / plans.
As a part of the Sagarmala project, more than 700 uninhabited islands across India will be developed for tourism, filmmaking, entertainment activities, as honeymoon destinations, maritime security and for generating non-conventional
energy – both wind and solar. While the government mentions that before coming out with any such plan, they
would consider the environmental impact, rich and fragile ecology of those islands and in some cases the adverse
impact on the vulnerable indigenous populations living in the nearby islands. However in reality we know that tourism
development will mostly probably take precedence over any of these considerations and might also choose to ignore

the learning from other island states such as the Andaman Islands, Maldives or Mauritius. There is a proposal to open
three islands – Thinnakkara, Suheli Par and Cherium in Lakshadweep exclusively for tourists under a public-private
partnership model.
Seaplanes, a widely debated service, has surfaced in Maharashtra and Goa, and is likely to be started in Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and reintroduced in Kerala. Maharashtra introduced seaplanes services in August 2014, the
first flight operated by Maritime Energy Heli Air Services Pvt. Ltd. (MEHAIR) took off from Mumbai to Pawana Dam,
Lonawala a popular tourist destination. The service also plans to connect Mumbai to Mula Dam, Ahmednagar. Goa’s
tourism industry has been long awaiting the seaplanes tourism project. Similar to other states, the project shall be
executed in PPP mode, between the Goa Tourism Development Corporation and MEHAIR. The seaplanes received
strong criticisms and protest by the local fishing community who claimed that the project shall deeply affect their
livelihoods and the marine ecology of the region. The protests turned stronger and many activists and organizations
joined the fishing community in their struggle. The test flight from Mumbai to Gangapur Dam in November 2014
witnessed strong protests from the local fishermen, organisations like National Fishworkers Forum (NFF), and
environmentalists. A Public Interest Litigation was also filed against the service in the Bombay High Court.
In the recent months the National Green Tribunal has passed several orders in relation to tourism projects. The Principal
Bench of the NGT on a Public Interest Litigation ordered in January 2015, to immediately demolish all Khokas and
Dhabas (sheds and eateries) which are unauthorised and illegal being carried on at Solang Nallah and to stop the plying
of all vehicles from Manali to Rohtang which are 15 years old from the coming tourist season. The tourism industry in
Kullu district and specifically in the Manali region cannot be wished away. It is deeply entrenched in the economy of the
state as well as the region. This move will affect the livelihoods of thousands of peoples which has not been taken into
consideration.
However on the other hand massive infrastructure projects like roads and ropeways have been given the green signal.
In the garb of controlling vehicular pollution, the Tribunal has inadvertently and illegally allowed for the construction of
a ropeway between Vashisht and Rohtang Pass. As per the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006,
Aerial Ropeways are included among the list of activities which mandatory need to go through an EIA process before
it can be approved. In its order, it is evident that there has been no feasibility study that has been conducted for the
ropeway project, much less an EIA. The intention of the state and the judiciary is clear. Big businesses will be supported
at all costs and will ensure that minor impediments like the informal sector would be cleared out of the way.
The other big infrastructure project is the Rohtang Tunnel. One wonders that if littering and municipal waste are a threat
to ecology, then why is the tunnel not considered to be detrimental to the environment? Surely an 8.8 kms tunnel in the
Himalayas would have some serious impacts on the stability of the mountains, a lot more serious than municipal waste?
Infrastructure creation through modernisation of existing airports and the development of low-cost airports to promote
air connectivity, particularly to remote areas, is a priority for the new government, and such development will see
increasing stakeholding of private players. 50 no-frills airports and 15 greenfield airports have been announced as of
September 2014. Government of India had granted “in principle” approval for setting up of 15 greenfield airports in
the country namely, Mopa in Goa, Navi Mumbai, Shirdi and Sindhudurg in Maharashtra, Vijapura, Kalaburgi, Hasan
and Shivamogga in Karnataka, Kannur and Aranmula in Kerala, Durgapur in West Bengal, Dabra in Madhya Pradesh,
Pakyong in Sikkim, Karaikal in Pudducherry and Kushinagar in Uttar Pradesh.
The Pakyong Airport in Sikkim, the Aranmula International Airport, Bhogapura, Andhra Pradesh, are all seeing resistance
from the local communities on ground of rehabilitation and compensation issues, the impact on paddy and vegetable
growing, and due to the way land pooling has been done for the airport respectively.
The Ministry of Civil Aviation further announced privatisation of the existing airports of Chennai, Kolkata, Ahmedabad
and Jaipur in February 2015 for upgrading the services to international levels, which is not in sync with many others as
per the Airport Authority of India, especially when recent investments that have been made both at Chennai (Rs 2400
cr) and Kolkata airports (Rs 2700 crore).
The rushed, unplanned manner in which the airports are being pushed, without proper consent from local communities
and even environmental clearances, is symbolic of wanting to create more infrastructure in the name of development
without considering any other options. While this might be a game of numbers of units created or amount of money

pumped in, to show in media and international forums about the progress of the Indian aviation sector, there are many
aspects that need to be considered before pushing for such drastic proposals for developing infrastructure.
India has been elected to UNESCO’s body for conserving cultural heritage. On the social and cultural front, fairs and
festivals found great significance in states like Gujarat, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh along with “adivasi culture” in
Maharashtra. Religion, which has always been a prime reason for travel, has found new expressions with the tourism
industry capitalising on it through various religious circuits- like the Buddhist circuits in Chhattisgarah, Odisha and
Bihar, and newer circuits like Jain Circuit, Sikh Circuit, Sufi Circuits being added to the list from across the country.
Festivals too will now become a part of Campaign Clean India (Swachh Bharat) by 2019. Amarnath Yatra, Kumbh Melas
and Meenakshi Kalyanam, Odisha’s famous Puri Rath Yatra, Maharashtra’s Pandharpur Palkhi Yatra, Bihar’s Sonepur
Livestock fair and Nada Devi Rajat Jat (Uttarakhand) are some selected festivals, fairs and yatras recommended by MoT
to initially launch the campaign. The non-acknowledgement of the root cause of the problem linked to caste and class
hierarchies however continues to remain uaddressed in tourism.
Innovative tourism products like spice routes and destination weddings in Kerala, Cultural complex, dance museum and
silk routes in Odisha, Gandhi Park in Andamans, Ganga rejuvenation and ghat beautification in Uttar Pradesh are various
ways of engaging with cultural elements that are being invented by the states.

Tourism Industry: Big businesses continue to have the ear of the government. To facilitate the workings of the
industry, various bodies and committees are being formed across the country. West Bengal government has announced
its intention to form a Sundarbans Tourism Development Committee, which is to be finalised. The state also recently
announced the West Bengal Incentive Scheme, 2015 for the tourism establishments in order to promote investments in
the tourism sector with special attention being given to mega projects and those coming up in lesser developed regions
of the state. Bihar has announced subsidies for projects on circuit tourism. There is a proposal in Maharashtra backed
by the Hotel & Restaurant Association of India that the Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation be made the
single window for acquiring and managing various clearances, renewals, rules to set up hotels and restaurants, thereby
simplifying the process of starting and maintaining tourist establishments. There is also a proposal for creating an
inter-departmental team to hasten the process of projects like high-ticket stranded projects of the seaplane services
connecting Juhu airport to Girgaum Chowpatty, floating restaurant in Bandra, Marinas along the city sea coast, Fort
circuit, Times Square-like entertainment zone in south Mumbai. Also, establishment of a ‘Nisarg Paryatan Vikas Mandal’
(Ecotourism Promotion Board) has been announced for developing tourism in forest areas, conserving biodiversity
and providing access to employment for local people. As a part of the Karnataka tourism policy which is to be
announced in April 2015, in preparation the government is working towards the empanellment of consultants to certify
establishments who can then avail of a whole host of incentives and subsidies based on the different types of tourism,
categorisation of the industry, location and footfall of tourists.
The other big push for privatisation in tourism is with every state / union territory in this country looking at
Public Private Partnerships (PPPs), as the way to move forward in developing, operating and maintaining tourism
infrastructure. Madhya Pradesh has recognised 16 zones for tourism that will be exempted from registration fees
and stamp duty for tourism projects and full exemption of luxury and entertainment tax for 10 years. Andhra Pradesh
government had identified 12 categories like beach tourism, heritage hotels, golf courses, while MTDC has floated an
expression of interest to create facilities in 80 tourist spots (existing as well as new), which would be taken up in the
PPP mode. Jharkhand in its state tourism policy clearly specifies the preference for PPPs as they are deemed to be able
to handle risks and ensure efficient delivery of the tourism product. PPPs are being encouraged especially in large-scale
projects like fairs, theme parks, golf courses. In India, they have proved to be largely undemocratic and driven by private
agenda. With the various changes that are being proposed at different levels of governance, it would be pertinent to
be abreast with the current happenings and constantly see how that reflects in PPPs in particular, and in the entire
tourism sector in a broader sense. Bypassing Gram Sabha for infrastructural projects such as township development and
industrial corridors is rampant and will have a reverse impact on local governance.

Legislation: Under the current government, many laws are witnessing a change, which automatically has an impact

of the tourism. A Committee under the Chairmanship of T.S.R. Subramanian was constituted in August 2014 to review
the existing environmental laws in the country and which submitted its report in November 2014. Several important
and critical changes have been suggested in the laws including on issues of overarching governance of eco-fragile areas,
which would subvert democratic decision making structures mandated by the Constitution. It speaks about ensuring

“fast-track” access of industry into forestlands and to replace all existing conservation laws by the all-encompassing
Environmental Laws (Management) Act or ELMA. The impact of the industry on the geographical or social spheres
would not be scrutinised by any government agency but by promoters who will be expected to give clearance.
While on the one hand the task of reviewing all environmental and forest protection laws, including interpretative
judgments and environmental jurisprudence, was done in two months, on the other hand, the Committee chose a
method that was hardly inclusive. The few public consultations that were held were sectoral, with little notice and
no prior information of the nature of the discussion to assist in an informed debate of the reforms being proposed or
required.
Calamities continue to abound in the hills and mountains. From the floods in Kashmir to the accidents in Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand involving tourists, the precarious nature of this ecosystem has been re-affirmed and the need
to retain strict environmental regulations has been felt. While there have been no overarching changes suggested on
governance of the coasts, many of the coastal states have tried to dilute the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) guidelines
so that tourism may flourish. While attempts by the state governments have not resulted in any significant change, it
is indeed something to be vigilant about. Questions raised in the Parliament that are either relating to development
of tourism or any other developmental project often takes environmental concern into consideration, but fails to take
cognizance of people affected thereof and do not see the connection of the environment to the people living in it.
Continuing the trend of bringing in legal changes through promulgation of Ordinances, the Union cabinet used its
executive powers to promulgate an ordinance on land acquisition law put in place by the previous government, one
which is being widely debated and opposed. The amendments proposes to give a free reign to private entities to extract
their own benefit at the cost of the actual landowners, viz, removal of the consent clause and exemption of Social
Impact assessment for 5 categories of projects. Under the garb of “public purpose”, tourism projects have been pushed
in the past and rendered the local population devoid of land rights. Land banks for mega-tourism projects, which are
already a reality, would be made easier with the changes in the law.
The validity of the Coastal Zone Management Plans (CZMP) for all the coastal states and union territories expired on
31st January 2015. The Department of Environment in Maharashtra and the Maradu municipality of Kerala have refused
to give any building permissions in its coastal areas since 1st February 2015. Instead of coming up with a sustainable
plan, on 31st March 2015, MoEFCC issued an amendment to the CRZ Notification, 2011 extending the validity of
the existing CZMP to 31st January 2016. With this amendment, the appraisals of project proposals for environment
clearance have resumed in Kerala. In Maharashtra, the term of the Maharashtra State Coastal Zone Management
Authority (SCZMA) expired in March 2015. Tourism industry with its high stake on the coast are sure beneficiaries, as
the expansion and exploitation of the coast continues unabated.
The labour laws are being diluted to restrict the formation of unions, reduction of auditory gaze on establishments
and relaxation on smaller enterprises from compliance to basic labour laws. The plan to recast the existing labour
laws into five broad codes: industrial relations, wages, social security, safety and welfare and working conditions.
State governments of Gujarat, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh have amended their labour laws to make them more
industry friendly. In the tourism industry, the hospitality sector has high levels of contract labour and the rest of the
workers of tourist areas are self-employed and hence outside the purview of almost all labour laws. In the light of such
draconian changes in laws regarding regulation and dilution of rights to the workers, the labour in tourism stands in a
very precarious position, and will have no space to be heard. Tourism is time bound and already an unregulated sector.
The implications of these changes in labour laws would further contractual employment thus have a broader impact
on social security. Additionally, the unorganised labour force in tourism is high. With the dilution of laws for even the
organised sector, there is little hope for the protection of labour in the unorganised sector.
In April 2014 in a landmark judgement, the Supreme Court recognised transgenders as third category of gender and
directed Centre and States to grant them all facilities including voters ID, passport and driving licence. They were also
directed to take steps for bringing the community into the mainstream by providing adequate healthcare, education and
employment. Kerala Government has decided to conduct a socio-economic and situational survey of transgenders in
the state through an NGO with a view of formulating welfare measures for them, while the West Bengal government
announced the constitution of Transgender Development Board for the over 30,000 plus-strong community in the
state. Karnataka is in the process of formulating a transgender policy and formed a 11-member sub-committee that

included people of the transgender community to draft the policy. Karnataka too has planned to conduct a survey
and the Health Department will take the lead to ensure that they access social entitlements, livelihood and education.
The tourism sector plays a major role giving them employment opportunities and also support them in exercising their
constitutional rights.
The Karnataka assembly approved in December 2014, the legislation on the Special Component Plan (SCP) and Tribal
Sub Plan (TSP), which is now an Act. Pressure from Dalit organisations has helped in the implementation of the Act
but the rules have not yet been finalised due to the lobby of bureaucrats and politicians. While the scheme is to be
implemented at the District and Taluk level, it is not so on the ground level especially in adivasi areas. The communities
are unaware of the SCP-TSP scheme due to lack of awareness by the government as well as the community leaders.
In the tourism context, till now only taxis have been sanctioned with subsidy while the other schemes like musical
instruments, guide training and diploma in tourism are not even known to people.

Tourism Education and Skill Development: In order to keep up with the pace of increasing establishments,

the need for trained staff has been felt. As a result, there has been an increase in the fund allocation for tourism and
hotel management institutions with huge investments being made for hotel management institutes and on skill training
programmes. Karnataka is launching management institutes in Hampi and Karwar, while West Bengal is looking at
establishing a large culinary school to train chefs. At the centre too, there is a plan to establish a National Tourism
University at Noida. The University will provide training and educational programmes in tourism, promote research and
created repository of literature in tourism studies.

Tourism and Different Sections in Society: In terms of budgets, there is a declining trend since 2012-13 for
children. In 2014-15 the budget allocated was 0.63 of GDP, which in 2015-16 came down to 0.43 of GDP, while
children comprise 40% of India’s population. The protection of children received the largest cut in terms of child budget,
raises alarm bells considering the horrific statistics in relation to children.
There has been a decline in the child sex ratio which now stands at 918 girls per 1000 boys. As per National Family
Health Survey 3, 48% of children under age five years are stunted which indicates that, half of the country’s children
are chronically malnourished. The overall picture shows that the children in the age group of 0-5 are most vulnerable
because of a failure of the effective implementation of the health systems in the country. Every 1 in 11 children is
working in India (5-18 years) and 38.7 million boys and 8.8. million girls are involved in hazardous work. The National
Crime Record Bureau reported that a total of 58224 cases of crimes against children during 2013 as compared to
38172 cases during 2012, showing an increase of 52.5%. Some of these crimes include kidnapping & abduction,
procuration of minor girls, and rape. Data on missing children in India shows that over 3.25 lakh children went missing
between 2011 and 2014 (till June) at an average of nearly 1 lakh children going missing every year. More what’s
worrying, is that 55% of those missing are girls and 45% of all missing children have remained untraceable as yet raising
fears of them having been either killed or pushed into begging or sex work.
Though laws and protection mechanisms exist in India to safeguard the children from exploitation or any kind of
vulnerabilities, the above statistics shows that the realities on the ground are not fully addressed. In tourism, the MoT
has the Safe & Honourable Tourism (S&H Code) and the Sustainable Tourism Criteria of India. However, on both counts
– of implementation and of scope – it falls short from the desired intent. The S&H code is applicable for only a small
percentage of the formal tourism industry that wishes to be recognised by MoT leaving outside its ambit the many that
would not aspire for this recognition nor the large informal tourism sector.
On the one hand while the aspect of developing and promoting tourism products continue, the rights of the people in
and around tourism destinations is under threat. People, mainly migrants from Karnataka were evicted from the Byna
beach area in Goa in the name of CRZ. Families became homeless, children and women were struggling for survival. The
eviction trend continued in Karnataka with 15 huts evicted from Karwar beach citing the reasons of unauthorized huts.
Since 2014, India recorded 223 assaults on female tourists. To ensure the safety of tourists, especially women travellers,
one option under consideration is to make touching a tourist a criminal offence. For example there has been a decrease
in tourist inflow to Agra by 10%. Many tourists, both domestic and foreign, who visit the Taj Mahal return home feeling
cheated, threatened and abused. Touts, guides, auto and taxi drivers, besides hotel owners, use every opportunity
to make a quick sale, and have been know to mislead and misinform visitors to extract money. The Tourist Guides’

Federation of India has urged the Central Tourism Department to enforce a National Tourism Act for the country to
administer and regulate the industry.
In a statement made by the Union Finance Minister about the incident of Delhi gang rape costing millions of dollars to
the tourism industry once again brought the attitude of the State towards women to the fore. It spoke volumes about
the government perception towards women’s safety as well as revealed the approach of government towards tourism.
It clearly indicates that earning foreign exchange carries much more weight than ensuring safety and security of its
citizens. A series of harassment cases against foreign women tourists has led to 25% decline in foreign women travellers
to the country. Making tourism work for women is the need of the hour. The government and the tourism industry
needs to respond to the critical questions raised by engaging with the issues at a systemic level to ensure that women’s
needs and rights are taken into account in tourism.

OUR WORK IN 2014-2015
NETWORKING INTERVENTIONS

EQUATIONS endeavours to achieve its mission in collaboration with network partners. Over the last year, we continued
our engagement with diverse groups. We have been in solidarity with people’s movements and various struggles and
movements linked to land, forest rights, coastal and environmental groups and informal sector (vendors, artisans,
sex workers). Our alliances with civil society organisations and groups on child rights, women’s rights, rights of LGBT
communities and monitoring groups on IFIs, PPP, forest rights, dams and mining, dalit and adivasis rights, globalisation
and trade networks in the country continued.
At the national level, through the work on the draft National Tourism Pplicy, we engaged with the All India Forum of
Forest Movements, All India Union of Forest Working People, Campaign for Survival and Dignity, National Alliance
for People’s Movement, National Fishworkers’ Forum, National Hawkers Federation, Delhi Forum, Environics Trust,
Programme for Social Action.
At the state level, we are collaborating with many organisations on the draft National Tourism Policy and other tourism
issues. We worked closely with the Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s Rights in Goa, Caritas, Council for Social
Justice and Peace, Jan Ugahi, (Goa), Satar Gaon nu Adivasis Sangathan, Kachchh Heritage, Art, Music, Information
and Resources, Centre for Social Justice, Aga Khan Rural support Programme (Gujarat), Himalaya Niti Abhiyan
(Himachal Pradesh), Snow Leopard Conservancy India Trust (Jammu and Kashmir), Alternative Law Forum, Ashodaya,
Bengaluru Bus Prayanikara Vedike, Jansahyog, JEEVA, Karnataka Sex Workers Union, Karnataka Sexual Minorities
Forum, ONDEDE, Raksha, Samanvaya Karnataka, Samara, Sangama, Slum Janandolana, Spiceroot Cooperative Society
(Karnataka), Kerala Swathantra Malsya Thozilali Federation, Mahila Samakhya (Kerala), Vikas Samvad (Madhya Pradesh),
I-CARD, Association for Development of Society, Culture and Environment of Majuli, Society for Integrated Vision, Don
Bosco (Assam), Indigenous Perspectives (Manipur), Intercultural Network of Development and Peace (Puducherry), Law
Trust, People’s Action for Development, Intercultural Network of Development and Peace (Tamil Nadu), Himalayan Arc,
Mountain Shepherds Initiative, Sarmoli Nature Tourism Enterprise (Uttarakhand), Disha, Dakhin Banga Matsyajeebi
Manch, NESPON, Sanlaap, Sundarbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch (West Bengal), Young Women Christian Association on
addressing tourism issues.
In solidarity with our international partners, we have continued our engagement with ECPAT International, ECPAT
UK, ECPAT Netherlands, ECPAT South Asia Regional Network on child and tourism. Our discussions on the revival
of the Global Platform on Tourism has given us an opportunity to reconnect with some old and some new groups
and individuals working on tourism in the international space – Alba Sud, Alternative Tourism Group, Altervoyages,
Arbeitskreis Tourismus & Entwicklung, Badayl Alternatives, Benin Ecotourism Concern, Golan for Development of the
Arab Villages, International Support Centre for Sustainable Tourism, Pacific Justice & Reconciliation Center, Pastoralists
Indigenous Non-Governmental Organisations Forum, Philippine Centre for Solidarity Tourism, tim-team, Vertientes del
Sur – Perú and academicians from Michigan State University and University of South Australia.
We have continued our engagement with various central and state level Ministries and other government bodies such
as the Ministry of Tourism, Department of Tourism – Kerala and Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka Ecotourism
Development Board. EQUATIONS was a member of the committee formed by the Karnataka Forest Department to
form the state’s ecotourism strategy. We engaged with the Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government

of India (MWCD) as well as with the Department of Women and Child Development, Karnataka and the Kerala State
Commission for the Protection of Child Rights.
In terms of tourism industry engagements, EQUATIONS was invited by Rainforest Retreat to investigate a land
grabbing case by the prominent time share company. We continue our engagement with Gypsyfeet Travels to take
forward work in Assam and Meghalaya by collaboratively organising a series of meetings and workshops on community
based tourism. Our work on engaging with the Safe and Honourable Tourism Code continued as we were invited by
the Institute of Hotel Management and Catering Technology (Kovalam, Kerala) to conduct a session for members of
the tourism industry. Through our work on the rights of workers we have been in touch with the Hotel Employees
Federation of India.
To build awareness on tourism issues with students and academics we engaged with the Student Conference on
Conservation Science and tourism teaching institutions like the Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management,
Institute of Hotel Management and Catering Technology (National), Christ University, St Joseph’s College of Commerce,
Garden City College, Shristi Institute of Art, Design and Technology (Karnataka) and Pondicherry University.

INSTITUTIONS, POLICIES AND TOURISM MODELS

The Ministry of Tourism (MoT), had earlier planned to continue with the National Tourism Policy (NTP) of 2002
but in January 2015 they announced the formulation of a new Policy by mid May 2015. For EQUATIONS we
believed it was critical to intervene to ensure that the policy reflects principles of sustainability, justice and equity
by ensuring the rights of marginalised communities in and around tourism destinations. We also saw this as an
opportunity to widen the engagement of civil society organisations (CSOs) on tourism issues.
EQUATIONS wrote to MoT seeking a response on the process of policy formulation but as we did not receive
a response from MoT, a meeting was scheduled in March 2015 where we met with the Secretary. During
the discussion we shared our views and concerns regarding tourism development in the country and made a
submission to be included in the NTP. The Secretary was open to receiving names of CSOs to be invited for a
consultation as a process of engagement on the formulation of NTP. EQUATIONS then identified and contacted
40+ groups from across the country that we had collaborated with in the past on tourism and related issues. This
also gave us an opportunity to reconnect / inform ourselves with new developments that other CSOs are engaged
with.
During our visit to MoT last year, we also discussed on the issue of Sustainable Tourism Criteria of India (STCI) with the
concerned officials, who were open to our feedback and suggestions for strengthening the content and implementation
of the STCI. A first draft of our comments and feedback on STCI is ready. However in the meantime two developments
took place – 1. The Revision by MoT on the STCI to include Lakes and Backwaters and 2. The Department of Tourism,
Kerala (DoTK) has adopted the STCI with modifications to push forward with their work on Responsible Tourism.
On conceptualising of the National Tourism Forum, we felt the need to re-strategise the formation of the forum and
re-think on the concept, both of which have brought in greater clarity. Though EQUATIONS has been working on
highlighting issues of control, regulation, ownership, forms and impacts of tourism for the past 30 years, that our
work would need to move towards and culminate in the mobilisation of people whose homes and backyards are being
promoted as tourism destinations is imperative for any true and lasting change to occur. Given that EQUATIONS does
not work on direct mobilisation in the tourism destinations, we would need to work towards building organisations /
institutions in collaboration, which would be in a position to mobilise and address tourism issues directly. EQUATIONS
has identified 2 ways of doing this: formation of tourism platforms (at different geographical regions, on different issues
and with varied structures) and building perspectives of individuals living in and around tourism destinations through a
fellowship programme.
On tourism platforms, EQUATIONS is collaborating with 6 organisations working on the issue of child and tourism
across 2 states so that in the coming years we are able to evolve as a platform for raising issues of children and tourism.
On fellowships, EQUATIONS plans to build a group of young people living in and around tourism
destinations across the country who hold critical perspectives of tourism and who will work independently
on tourism issues, to create resources for communities who can lead their struggles to stand up for their

rights in the context of tourism development and develop leadership within the communities to ensure that discussions
and decisions on tourism development are brought into the agenda of the Local Self Governing Institutions (LSGIs). The
fellowship guidelines has been finalised. The next steps would be to announce the fellowship programme and identify
fellows.
The Centre for Responsible Tourism (CRT) had initiated a process to formulate a People’s Policy in 2013. Taking this
forward, a workshop was organised by CRT where in a framework for the policy was finalised. This workshop was
attended by members of CRT, Council for Social Justice and Peace (CSJP) and EQUATIONS. Once the draft policy is
finalised, it will be taken to the villages where the Gram Sabhas will discuss and strengthen the document. As a part of
our contribution to this process, EQUATIONS is in the process of writing a paper on the political economy of tourism
from the Indian perspective.
The draft Karnataka Tourism Policy was announced in May 2014. EQUATIONS met with the Additional Secretary,
Department of Tourism to share with him our concerns of the draft not being made public and the lack of public
consultations before finalisation. Subsequently, EQUATIONS was invited to a meeting that was organised by the
Department to share the draft policy with whom they identified as critical stakeholders, which was primarily tourism
industry representatives. We raised our concerns with regard to the draft policy. We stressed on the fact that the policy
has not yet been made public. One of the outcomes was that the policy was then placed on the Department’s website.
EQUATIONS in collaboration with Sundarbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch (SJSM) initiated work on a CBT initiative in
Kumirmari in the Sunderbans region. Taking forward the process, EQUATIONS visited Kumirmari with the objective
of building our understanding of Kumirmari and to share with the people about the various issues related to tourism.
Several discussions and meetings were organised across Kumirmari island around the historical and current situation
of the people and the island with regard to the social, cultural, economic, political and environmental changes. We felt
that there is need to work in an extensive manner, to bring a common understanding among the people of Kumirmari
about issues of tourism and decide on how do we collectively move forward. It would be more effective if the people
voice their concerns related to the need for a tourism initiative. Their involvement will reflect their sense of ownership,
participation and shall ensure mutual benefit sharing among community members. To bring clarity to the individual
and collective roles and responsibilities between SJSM and EQUATIONS to ensure a smooth and effective process
for future course of action, a Terms of Reference (ToR) with the mutual agreement of both organizations on work
and responsibility was signed. This will be valid until a new ToR is written which will detail the agreement between
the people of Kumirmari, SJSM and EQUATIONS for the planning and implementation of the tourism initiative. The
engagement is expected to gather force in the coming year.

Meeting with people of Kumirmari on Community based Tourism, West Bengal

Kumirmari, Sunderbans, West Bengal

During our work in the North-East India in the past 2 years, we came across various CBT initiatives, with whom we
have built a fair level of rapport. One of the steps identified to support these initiatives was to organize in collaboration
with Gypsy Feet, workshops and meetings where we invited people engaged in CBT from other parts of the country
(Uttarakhand and Ladakh – Mountain Shepherds Initiative, Sarmoli Nature Tourism Enterprise and Himalayan
Homestays) to share their experience and expertise in initiating and handling of community based tourism in their
respective regions. We visited Mawlynnong, Don Bosco-Jorhat, Majuli, Bakota and Namphake and organized a series
of workshop and meeting on the issues of community initiated tourism. During this visit we were also able to bring
like-minded people on one platform to learn from each others initiative and experiences and to develop a largely
accepted framework of CBT. The experience was enriching for all concerned. Our future plan is to form a platform
of organisations involved in CBT so that they are a resource base as well as a pressure group to influence policy and
practice such that it privileges CBT.

Root Bridges of Mawlynnong, Meghalaya

Community meeting in Mawlynnong, Meghalaya

Community meeting in Jorhat, Assam

Intercultural Network for Development and Peace (INDP), based in Puducherry requested EQUATIONS to engage with
them on their Sustainable Ecotourism project in Chinna Veerampattinam. We facilitated a session with their core team
members on the critical issues in tourism and on sustainable and community based ecotourism. We felt that there is
need for the people of Chinna Veerampattinam to articulate their vision of tourism that will give them direction on
the nature and kind of tourism they should / should not allow in their village. We facilitated a round of discussion and
meeting with people of the village. It ended with the decision of developing the village charter, which can work as
guidelines of tourism development within the village. The people along with INDP are to finalise the charter and share
in the Gram Sabha to ensure its implementation in future tourism activity in the village.

Children drawing their vision for tourism, Chinna Veerampattinam, Puducherry
Meeting on building of People’s Vision for Tourism, Chinna Veerampattinam, Puducherry

In April 2014, Ecotourism Society of India (ESOI) and Government of Manipur organised an Ecotourism Conclave in
Imphal. At this event Indigenous Perspectives (IP) and EQUATIONS released a joint statement and were successful
in ensuring that the issues raised in the note were discussed during the meeting. At this meeting the Department of
Tourism, Manipur announced that the Manipur Tourism Policy would be finalised shortly. Another important piece of
information that we became aware of was about the several plans to promote tourism in the state through the PPP
mode and that a Malaysian firm was already in the process of setting up such a project. Both IP and EQUATIONS
felt that there was a necessity to work on tourism in the state before it was completely opened up to the industry.
Accordingly, a process to monitor and document tourism activities and impacts in key destinations in the state was
initiated in May 2014.
Tourism is being pushed in a big way in Manipur in Nongmaiching, the people are resisting a 18-hole golf course
project being implemented under the PPP mode. Loktak lake has been the worst affected by tourism in Manipur for
various reasons, some of them being its unique ecological characteristics and proximity to Imphal. There are plans to
evict villages to make way for tourism. IP has been supporting the struggle for rights of the Nongmaiching and Loktak

people and EQUATIONS will extend its support in raising issues of unsustainable tourism practices. The third region
was Shirui, where a group of young people have come together and wish to initiate CBT to protect their interest, scenic
beauty and in response to growing tourism in Manipur.
The dossier on tourism issues in Manipur includes documentation of tourism development at three key destinations
being promoted by the State and interventions made by Indigenous Perspectives. It also includes a chapter on the
analysis of the Manipur Tourism Policy. This document will be disseminated widely in the state to influence the state to
make changes in the tourism policy, which was passed without any public consultations.
As a fall out of the 5-month period of work in Manipur and the meetings with people in three regions Loktak,
Nongmainching and Shirui, a state level consultation was conducted on tourism issues and impacts and on the new
tourism policy in Manipur. The meeting was attended by people impacted by tourism, civil society organisations and
representatives of the tourism industry and key state departments. The significant take away from this meeting was to
share with the departments our concerns and to hear from them their perspective. A big gain was that the departments
admitted that the situation in some places was grave and that they were willing to engage with the civil society
organisations to find a way to resolve issues.
In Himachal Pradesh, with the recent developments taking place, the focus and energy of Himalayan Niti Abhiyan
(HNA), is to ensure that the Tourism Cooperative Society that has been registered with the people of Great Himalayan
National Park sets in place its functions, systems and processes and that people associated with the unorganised
tourism industry in the Manali-Solang Nalla-Rohtang area who were evicted because of a court order get justice. This
will impact the people’s policy work in Himachal Pradesh, which over the past couple of years was re-initiated at various
occasions. However because of the ground realities in Himachal Pradesh, it was decided not push forward the work on
the people’s policy but to take the work forward through the thematic programmes.
The Principal Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) on a Public Interest Litigation ordered in January 2015,
to immediately demolish all khokas and dhabas (sheds and eateries) which are unauthorised and illegally being
carried on at Solang Nallah and to stop the plying of all vehicles from Manali to Rohtang which are 15 years old from
coming tourism season. This move will affect the livelihoods of thousands of peoples which has not been taken into
consideration. However on the other hand massive infrastructure projects like roads and ropeways have been given the
green signal. EQUATIONS shared comments with the Tourism Cooperative Society, registered by the people of Great
Himalayan National Park, to strengthen the draft Memorandum of Association.

ECONOMICS OF TOURISM

To expand the scope of our work in informal sector, an initial study on the informal sector and guides was undertaken
in two states – Maharashtra and Gujarat. During our travel to Gujarat and Maharashtra to understand issues of guides
in the tourism industry, several small consultations with guide associations were conducted. These consultations served
as a way of hearing the collective voice of guides as well as to share with the associations, EQUATIONS perspective on
tourism and our vision for the informal sector of the industry. In some instances, these consultations have also created a
space for future collaborative work with the associations.
Gujarat has been chosen for deeper engagement considering that work on informal sector would influence the way
tourism is practiced in the Banni region of Gujarat, a growing tourism hub. We decided to take forward the study on
women artisans conducted in Rajasthan during the previous year by expanding the scope of the initial study to include
all artisans and approach the issue from the informal sector perspective.
Working mainly with the artisans of Kutch, Kachchh Heritage, Art, Music, Information and Resources (KHAMIR) has
been identified as a “Centre of Excellence for Culture” and has a mandate for engaging in developmental work in
tourism. In a meeting in March 2014, it was realised that KHAMIR and EQUATIONS had a similar understanding of
tourism, and there was a chance to impact the very nature of tourism in the region while working with the guides. In a
follow-up meeting in July, specific points of interventions were outlined keeping guides and guiding at the centre. This
included a Tourism Impact Assessment (TIA) of the grassland area of Kutch called Banni, and tourism development of
one village as a demonstration of just and equitable tourism, among other aspects.

Terracotta pottery for display and sale at Rann Utsav, Gujarat
Local people turn their traditional homes (bungas) to homestays for tourists with the growth in tourism in Kutch, Gujarat

Bargaining for hand embroidered quilts in Gandhi Nu Gam, Kutch

As a first step, EQUATIONS and KHAMIR collectively agreed to initiate a TIA study in the Banni region, to gather
evidences of the ongoing tourism activities and their impacts. The TIA itself was one of the many interventions
planned where the guides would be at the centre of our work. In the last 6 months, EQUATIONS efforts have largely
concentrated on the TIA being conducted, which has been both intensive and time-consuming. Data collection has
been completed through 5 rounds, by a team consisting of one staff from each of the collaborating organisations,
EQUATIONS and KHAMIR, and 3 freelance research assistants. One round of data cleaning has been completed and
a database for collation of the acquired data is being constructed at the moment. In parallel, we are working with a
volunteer on an audio visual documentation of tourism issues and impacts in Kutch.
On the engagement with artisan of informal sector, we decided to take forward the study on women artisan and expand
it to all artisan with approaching the issues from the informal sector perspective. The report is in the draft form. An
initial field visit was made with an additional focus on identifying organizations to collaborate with in the future as there
are very few organizations working on this issue. One of the challenge was identifying an organization we can work with
on this issue in an intense manner. Advocacy materials (poster and briefing sheet) on artisan work was developed in
English and Hindi.

EQUATIONS has been in touch with Hotel Employees Federation of India (HEFOI) to work on the issues in formal
tourism industry. EQUATIONS met HEFOI and discussed possible areas to work together and agreed to participate and
share its views during the seminar on sustainable tourism organised by International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel,
Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers’ Association in Mumbai in September 2014 and January 2015. We
made presentation on critical issues of tourism, corporate accountability and sustainable tourism. One of the outcomes
of the meeting was that HEFOI acknowledged the importance of understanding where hotel employees were situated
in the context of tourism. They also acknowledged that it was important for them to engage with the Departments of
Tourism along with the Labour Commissions that they were already reaching out to.
EQUATIONS was invited in May 2014 by Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management (IITTM) as a resource
person for their Regional Level Guides Refresher Programme held in Bangalore. The idea was to present on the areas of
sustainable tourism practices correlating with the role that the guides have or may play. The presentations on critical
issues in tourism and on STCI were made in this regard to highlight tourism practices and impacts and raise awareness
amongst the experienced guides.
Taking forward the work of land grabbing by Sterling Holidays (Resorts) Ltd in Kodagu from the previous year, we
followed up and did an analysis of the land documents of the family affected. The land had been awarded to the family
under the “Akrama-Sakrama” legislation and was legally in their possession. Also, Sterling Holidays (Resorts) Ltd had
created a map of the area, different from the one existing with the Panchayat, to show that the alleged land was a part
of their property. However, the land documents unearthed reveal the falsity of the claim. The family has been met and
made aware of the situation, and a copy of all the documents have been given to them for their reference and use.
EQUATIONS have put them in touch with Alternative Law Forum (ALF) for legal advice as they wish to pursue and get
back their land.
A lot of the infrastructure building in India is now happening through Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) and Public
Private Partnerships (PPPs), of which tourism has also had a fair share. A dossier has been planned that would include
the previous works of EQUATIONS on PPP, which would be strengthened with assessments of existing examples of
different kinds of PPP projects in tourism. The projects chosen for the same were Jal Mahal, Jaipur; Gorai-Manori-Uttan
Special Tourism Zone (GMU), Maharashtra and Shamukha Tourism Project (STP), Odisha. An investigative visit was made
to Jaipur in September, to understand the perspectives of the various stakeholders and the need of such a project,
along with its impacts and utility. Through this visit we realised that people living/ having commercial establishments
around this area had lesser stakes in this development and awareness about the project processes were low. A
draft report for Jal Mahal has been written. GMU and STP are two projects which have faced opposition from local
movements, with EQUATIONS having supported both the movements in the past. Thus, it would be ideal to document
and critique these two projects, which brings together our work on PPP so far in a dossier. The publication would serve
as a documentation and critique of a popular model of infrastructure building in tourism, and would be a resource for
campaign and advocacy.

Jal Mahal- a PPP project that revitalised the lake but acquired land for tourism development, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Tourism is not only viewed as a growth engine but also an export growth engine and employment generator. To
break this myth, it was realised that there was a need to challenge the existing understanding of the multiplier effects
and Tourism Satellite Accounts. An in-depth secondary research and perspective building was done through which
we realised the need to find an alternative to the existing structures. We decided to form an advisory panel which
comprises of experts ranging from academicians to workers’ to take forward this work. A few people in this regard have
been identified. Follow up process will be initiated next year.

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism

EQUATIONS participated in the Boat March from Mangalore to Thiruvananthapuram in November 2014 organised by
National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF) and Kerala Swathanthra Malsyathozhilaly Federation (KMSTF). During the march,
public meetings were held at numerous fishing villages along the coast. Several local activists and leaders joined the
meetings and detailed discussion were carried out with the local fisherfolk of the region. The march was successful
in spreading awareness about the intentions of the Government of India to promote deep sea fishing in line with the
recommendations of Dr. Meena Kumari report and also the tourism infrastructure on the coast, both of which would
adversely affect the fishing community. EQUATIONS supported the documentation of the events and writing press
releases.
A study on Coast, Communities and Tourism in Tamil Nadu was conducted by EQUATIONS in collaboration with an
external researcher highlighting critical issues on coastal tourism and infrastructural development in the state. Taking
it forward, a two-day consultation was organized by EQUATIONS in collaboration with three local NGOs in Chennai in
August 2014. The collaborators include People’s Action for Development which has been working in the Gulf of Mannar
region on multiple issues since 1985, Law Trust and SNEHA working in Nagapattinam district, and Jones Spartegus, an
independent researcher who worked on the study.
During the consultation, tourism development of the state was analysed which seems to encourage mass tourism and
the development of massive infrastructure through heavy investments without assessing its detrimental impacts on the
environment and the life and livelihoods of coastal communities of the region. A press release in Tamil and English was
issued, which was covered by the media. Draft advocacy material – a briefing sheet and posters have been prepared and
is in the process of finalisation.

Consultation on Coasts, Communities and Tourism, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

EQUATIONS has been actively tracking the developments taking place in seaplanes in tourism in the recent years.
With regard to Kerala, we followed up with the groups in June 2014, when we got to know that the seaplanes project
itself has been stalled in the state. However, the government has repeatedly been trying to reintroduce the project
with no success. Presently it seems that the project is inactive. However, other coastal states like Goa, Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh are planning to launch seaplanes in tourism. Maharashtra already having launched it. After analysing the trends
of seaplane in tourism and its developments in the coastal states of peninsular India, EQUATIONS decided to write a
perspective paper on seaplane in tourism and a draft paper is ready.
A field visit was made in July 2014, taking ahead the discussion with Centre for Social Justice about the tourism trends
in the Dangs district of Gujarat specially in context to the rewriting of adivasi history using tourism. Aga Khan Rural
Support Programme (AKRSP) initiated work in the Dangs district of Gujarat in 2010 and has been thinking of initiating
a tourism intervention in the region and wanted EQUATIONS to suggest the future discourse owing to its expertise on
tourism and tourism related issues. The visit helped understand the current tourism practices in the region and laid the
foundation for any tourism linked work that may be planned by AKRSP in near future.

Ecotourism run by the Forest Department in Dangs, Gujarat

A popular picnic spot in Dangs, Gujarat

A publication on Forests Communities and Tourism based on three years of work includes case studies on tourism
in Protected Areas, analysis of forest laws from a tourism perspective and proposed direction where the debate and
practice of tourism in forest areas should grow. Laws and policies have a huge spectrum of influence and hence their
careful analysis brings out critical insights. EQUATIONS over the past few months has been involved in the analysis of
laws and policies that can be related directly or indirectly to tourism, people, and the forests.
Taking forward our learning from our earlier work on Forests, Communities and Tourism, EQUATIONS worked with an
external researcher with the objective of arriving at a model of calculating carrying capacity for tourism in eco-fragile
areas using qualitative parameters which can be implemented by people living in and around tourism destinations and
to compile relevant material which would serve as a resource on the issue. The outcome of our work is that we have
been able to compile the prevailing frameworks to assess tourism carrying capacity, critically analyse them and propose
a framework to assess tourism carrying capacity in different kinds of tourism destinations.
NESPON, a Siliguri based organization intends to initiate community owned and governed tourism in Alipurduar and
Jalpaiguri districts of North Bengal with the objective of leveraging the rights bestowed on adivasi and other forest
dwelling communities by the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act, 2006 (FRA). In preparation for this work and to build arguments towards the need to shift from market based
mainstream tourism to more people governed and people centric tourism, a Rapid Impact Assessment (RIA) was
carried out by EQUATIONS in collaboration with NESPON in and around 3 destinations which are also national parks
– Gorumara, Jaldapara and Buxa to study the existing tourism practices and infrastructure. The field visit strengthened
the our understanding of the tourism practices in the region along with the major issues that have crept in. Extensive
research is being carried out to bring out a detailed report on the same. Based on the report, future work shall be
identified jointly by NESPON and EQUATIONS to suit each destination. While work in Gorumara owing to its massive
tourism shall involve a study on the carrying capacity of the region, Jaldapara shall be considered for initiating or
strengthening of community owned and governed tourism while Buxa shall be considered for creating a tourism
platform.

Jainti village, a popular tourist destination in Buxa Tiger Reserve, West Bengal

New tourism construction coming up in an already overcrowded Latagudi village, West Bengal

EQUATIONS was a member of the committee formed by the Karnataka Forest Department to form the state’s
ecotourism strategy. Two meetings of the committee did take place, but the draft ecotourism strategy itself was not
shared with the committee until several months later. EQUATIONS also followed up with the Department a few times.
The draft strategy has been circulated to the committee members.

Governance, Law and Tourism

A study on Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Tourism was planned to understand the engagement of PRIs at every
stage of tourism development, role of elected women representatives (EWRs) in tourism, role of Gram Sabhas in
decision-making processes and identify the challenges faced by the PRIs. Last year field visit to Goa and Uttarakhand
was done and the draft study report for Goa is ready. Taking forward the work in Goa, a one day consultation was
co-organised in July 2014 with CRT – CSJP. The consultation aimed to build awareness about Panchayati Raj as an
institution and their role in tourism, discuss impacts of tourism (social, cultural, economic and political), challenges faced
by the people and the Panchayat officials and identify the issues to work with. Mobilising people by organising village
level meeting was recognised as a requirement. It was planned to use findings of the study to build awareness about the
issues during the village level meetings and to culminate in a state level consultation to develop more concrete plans to
work on the issue. Awareness material to be used in mobilising people is being finalised.

Consultation on PRIs and Tourism, Panjim, Goa

Networking visit to Madhya Pradesh to initiate work on PRIs and tourism was undertaken. An initial visit to Kanha,
Orchcha and Sanchi was made. The objective of the visit was to understand the impacts of tourism, to examine people
participation in tourism development and to network with organisations working on PRI issues in the state. Ineffective
Gram Sabha, lack of awareness about role of PRIs in tourism, non-implementation of Panchayat (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA) rules by concerned departments, surpassing the role of Panchayats by Development
Authorities (DAs), Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and lack of willingness to devolve funds, functions and
functionaries to the PRIs were found. The visit also helped us to build contacts with people’s group like Sangarsh Samiti
in Sanchi and individuals in Kanha who have been raising their voices against ASI (Sanchi) and the Department of Forest
(Kanha) to ensure their rights in tourism development.

ASI refuses house owners to renovate their dilapidated houses even beyond the limits of the monument in Sanchi.

One of EQUATIONS objectives is to influence Parliamentarians to raise the bar of the debate on tourism in the
Parliament. A way of doing this was to track parliamentary questions of both the houses of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
analyse them along with the answers, identify Parliamentarians who would be amenable to engage with us and then
eventually allow us to work with them. With a view to understand and influence policy discourse through parliamentary
questions, the questions from 2012 to 2015 budget session has been tracked. The next step is developing the
understanding of Parliamentary trends, selection of Parliamentarians for Governance related issue from Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha. Comparing the trend of Lok Sabha with that of Rajya Sabha, it was found that Rajya Sabha is more proactive in raising people-centric questions.
Right to Information (RTI) is a good tool for collection of information from the government and government funded
bodies, especially with respect to matters that are otherwise not in the public domain. An RTI application was filed with
the Karnataka Forest Department seeking information against the illegal luxury resort constructed by the Honorary
Wildlife Warden in Bhadra Protected Forest, based on the news report of January 2015. Detailed information has been
provided by the department which shows that the project has been stopped.

Carrying forward the internal capacity building on legal issues, sessions on 5 themes – Criminal Law and procedure,
Administrative structure of the Indian state, Caste, Labour and Coast have been completed. These sessions were
conducted by Alternative Law Forum and Manthan Law. The sessions are helpful in understanding not only the
provisions made under the Constitution and the respective legislations, but also to gain knowledge about other related
legal provisions that can be used to strengthen our interventions.

Society, Culture and Tourism
Caste: In continuation to our discussions with Samanvaya Karnataka, we decided to jointly initiate a study to assess

the usage and impact of Special Component Plan (SCP) and Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) budgets allotted from tourism
department. Preliminary visit was undertaken to Mysore and H D Kote haadis to understand the SCP and TSP
implementation processes. The observations and learnings from the initial visit include that the tourism department is
the first one to provide 50% subsidy loan for the beneficiaries in Karnataka. However due to lapse in repayment of loan,
they provide only subsidy money while it is the responsibility of the beneficiaries to identify the banker. Most adivasi
communities are unaware of the SCP and TSP scheme. Visits to Mysore (heritage), Bagalkot (historical place) and Kollur
(religious) are planned in the coming months.
Samanvaya Karnataka organised a rally to demand for the implementation of the rules to The Karnataka Scheduled
Castes Sub-Plan And Tribal Sub-Plan (Planning, Allocation And Utilization Of Financial Resources) Act, 2013 (SCP and
TSP Act). 300 people participated in the rally. Issues of negligence by the state administration towards dalits and the
non implementation of the SCP and TSP plan in Karnataka were highlighted. A memorandum was submitted to the
Social Welfare Minister of Karnataka. EQUATIONS participated in the rally.

Child: The interventions in Goa and Madhya Pradesh, are in collaboration with Caritas, Centre for Responsible Tourism,
Children’s Rights and Jan Ugahi (Goa), Vikas Samvad (Madhya Pradesh) and EQUATIONS.

In Goa, we initiated research with the view of understanding the status of children, especially children of the migrant
community, affected directly or indirectly by the tourism industry. The study aims to documents experiences, cases and
other related information which highlights the growing criminalization of children. As a part of the research process, an
orientation on child and tourism issues was conducted for students of Don Bosco Social Work Department and then 8
students were hired as field researchers. Research tools were developed. Tourism destinations and areas across Goa (14
in total – 7 in North Goa and 7 in South Goa) were identified. The process of data segregation and analysis is ongoing.
Last year we had initiated a study on the situation of children in Khajuraho and Ujjain in collaboration with Vikas
Samvad. The study report was released in September 2014 and findings of the study were shared with CSO and media.
The MoT sent a letter to the Department of Tourism, Madhya Pradesh to look into the matter. The state government
called a cabinet meeting and proposed to discuss the findings of the report. Unfortunately this was not discussed in the
Cabinet meeting. The Madhya Pradesh State Human Rights Commission acknowledged the issue and sent a notice (suo
motto) on the basis of media reports to Ujjain district SP to submit a report. The media acknowledged the issue and 11
news articles were published to highlight the findings of the study. Media fellows in Ujjain and Khajuraho have been
identified and we have had an orientation with them on Tourism and Child Protection. To continue the momentum,
follow up visit to Ujjain and Khajuraho have been undertaken by Vikas Samvad and EQUATIONS.
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) have been held starting August 2014 in 10 villages and towns that are popular on the
tourist map of Goa. The FGD’s were organised with people from the communities, to understand sexual exploitation
of children at tourism destinations. The FGD’s were initiated based on questions such as – what are the advantage &
disadvantages of tourism, who is affected because of tourism, how are children affected, what is child sexual abuse
and what forms does it take in Goa, who are the abusers, how do they functions and who supports them, what are the
problems seen in the villages in the context of tourist and children, what are the measures taken by the government and
what is our responsibility and what steps can we take. These FGDs have been eye opener as some of the broad issues
and well as the nuances on the sexual exploitation and abuse of children in Goa were pro-actively discussed by the
participants. As a next step, follow-up consultations with the informal tourism industry (SMEs, taxi drivers and owners
and shack owners) is being planned.

A skit on sexual exploitation of children in tourism being performed by staff of Jan Ugahi at a focus group discussion, Betalbatim, Goa
Focus group discussion on sexual exploitation of children in tourism, Colva, Goa

A meeting with CSOs and press was organized in November 2014 in Goa to understand the modus operandi and
strategies to combat traveling sex offenders. Christine Beddoe who is presently serving as Special Adviser on children
to the British Joint Parliamentary Committee on the Modern Slavery Bill raised several issues that need to be taken
up nationally and internationally by the media, CSOs and professionals concerned about the commercial sexual
exploitation of children. This meeting created a space for CSOs and like-minded people to discuss the issues related
to sexual exploitation of children. Around 25 CSO’s representatives and 20 media representatives participated in the
meeting. Media has covered the event and issues discussed extensively.
ECPAT Regional Consultation of South Asia was organised in September 2014 in Kathmandu, Nepal. The consultation
provided opportunity to get updated about the commercial sexual exploitation of children in South Asia. During the
consultation, EQUATIONS shared the findings of the Madhya Pradesh study. The consultation also provided space
to interact with people from different countries and learn about their experiences related to exploitation, abuse and
trafficking of children. During the consultation it was found that the failure of child protection mechanisms is one of the
reasons for cross border trafficking.
EQUATIONS participated at the 6th ECPAT International Assembly and at the Partner meeting of Project on Reducing
Violence Against Children held in Paris in December 2014. The partner meeting gave us an opportunity to learn about
the work being done by other partner organisations and share key interventions from this project. Discussion on the
strategic priorities for the region were identified and finalised at the Assembly. We also participated at the ECPAT South
Asia Network Meeting on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism in March 2015, New Delhi.

ECPAT South Asia Network Meeting on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism, Paris, France

On our engagement with the tourism industry, we have had initial discussions with Accor Hotels who are keen on
signing The Code. EQUATIONS was invited by the Institute of Hotel Management and Catering Technology, Kovalam, to
facilitate two session on Safe and Honourable Code of Conduct at a workshop in Thiruvananthapuram & Kozhikode in
February 2014. The presentation included issues related to child and tourism followed by the specifics of the code.

EQUATIONS was contacted by ECPAT UK on Raymond Varley, a paedophile facing trail in the UK and the District Judge
admitting his plea of suffering from dementia and therefore refusing to extradite him to India. Two memorandums have
been submitted to National Commission for Protection of Children. Response was received from the NCPCR and a
detailed letter was sent to NCPCR and to the central ministries demanding justice for children.
A meeting with Kerala State Commission For Protection of Child Rights (KeSCPCR) and the Department of Tourism,
Kerala (DoTK) was planned to take forward from the outcomes of the consultation organised by KeSCPCR in December
2013. We met with the Assistant Director, DoTK in February 2015 and discussed the present status of children in
tourism, task force and responsible tourism initiative. Discussions were held with KeSCPCR on the issues related to
children in tourism. Both the meetings were positive and the respective organisations suggested EQUATIONS to submit
a proposal to KeSCPCR to organise consultations on protection mechanisms for children towards strengthening child
protection mechanisms. To the DoTK the proposal was for building awareness among student and youth on the issue of
child and tourism.
United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) had expressed their interest in jointly submitting the proposal
on ‘Strengthening Protective Mechanism for Child Protection in Tourism’ to the MoT. EQUATIONS has been in touch
with the Assistant Director General, MoT over phone and met with him in March 2015. In response to the proposal, the
official shared that while it would be difficult to go ahead with what we have proposed, he was keen that UNODC and
EQUATIONS organise awareness sessions for the tourism industry on the issue of child and tourism and on the Code of
Conduct for Safe and Honourable Tourism (S&H Code). We are however yet to receive a written confirmation from MoT.

LGBT: The final draft of the study on LGBT and Tourism was shared with organizations - Sangama, Samara, Karnataka
Sexual Minorities Forum, Karnataka Sex Workers Union, Ashodaya, Ondede and Raksha to seek inputs from them to
finalise the study. Comments have been received and we are in the process of incorporating the suggestions. A joint
consultation is being planned to share the findings with the groups and to plan for the advocacy on the rights of LGBT
in tourism. Advocacy materials (briefing sheet and poster in English and Kannada) were printed.

EQUATIONS has been a part of the many meeting organised on the issue of LGBT’s and shared our thoughts and work
on tourism linkages. We were contacted by JEEVA, an organisation working on the rights of LGBT focussing on mental
health, community media and livelihood, to provide orientation on LGBT to Goldman Sachs volunteers. We shared with
them the struggle of the community towards accessing spaces in mainstream.
EQUATIONS participated in Karnataka State Consultation Towards Effective Implementation of the Supreme Court
verdict on the Transgenders Right. The Supreme Court of India on 15th April 2014 delivered the landmark judgement
recognizing the right of transgender persons to choose their gender identity as man, woman or as a third gender. The
objective of the consultation was to collectively deliberate with all stakeholders–transgender community members,
political leaders, government departments, civil society members, corporates, subject matter experts, academicians,
activists, on a host of strategies for designing an implementation plan to ensure that the rights upheld in the judgement
are actualized. The programme was organised by Aneka, Karnataka Sexual Minorities Forum, Radio Active CR 90.4MHz.
We also participated in Bengaluru Pride 2014 which was organised by the Coalition for Sexual Minority Rights, were
in solidarity of the cause of 167 transgender community people who were arrested and put into Beggar’s Colony,
participated at the launch of ONDEDE sexual minorities group and part of the discussion on LGBT draft policy of
Karnataka State Legislative Council.

Student & Youth: Last year, we engaged with Christ University in Bangalore and agreed to work on reviewing the

syllabus , handling courses, undertaking collaborative research, accommodating internship of student and organising
study tours for the students. We received an invite from the Department of Tourism, Christ University on curriculum
enhancement workshop in January 2015. We gave our suggestions and inputs on MBA (Tourism) syllabus. They also
shared their syllabus on Sustainability and Green Tourism for our inputs and suggestions, which we have submitted
to the Department. During this period, we handled a guest lecture on the Management of Tourism for 1st and 2nd year
students of Master of Tourism Administration. We have initiated collaborative research with a faculty member of Christ
University on Tourism Trends Analysis.

Artworks (observations) of students of Shristi School of Art Design and Technology after their visit to Karikudi, a village promoting rural tourism
in Tamil Nadu.

EQUATIONS received an invite from Indian Institute of
Travel and Tourism Management, Gwalior to participate
in 7th Director Conclave on Exploring Quality Assurance
in Tourism Education for the 21st century. We were able
to participate and shared our concern on critical issues in
tourism education. During this period, we were also invited
to handle sessions on various aspects of tourism at Garden
City College, Shristi Institute of Art, Design and Technology,
Joseph’s College, and Pondichery University.
EQUATIONS has regularly participated in Students
Conference on Conservation Sciences (SCCS), Bangalore over
the past few years. It’s involvement in Who’s Who session
has been helpful in interacting with many students and
professionals of diverse backgrounds whereas participating
in the workshop on ecotourism was critical in order to know
more about current trends and practices. The posters and
other advocacy materials were deeply appreciated by the
students.

Interactions with a student sharing her observations after a visit to
Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu

Women: In the context of aggressive promotion of tourism
by the government of Kerala and the continued silence over
impacts of tourism in general and women in particular, a
visit to Kerala was undertaken. The visit aimed at building
an understanding on issues of women in the state and
state’s response and its relevance to address the cause. The
team supported by an external researcher who understood
the situation as well as helped with translation visited two
tourism destinations – Kochi and Alappuzha and met with
CSOs and researchers working on women issues as well as
with representatives of Kudumbashree and Kerala Mahila
Samakhya.

The discussion highlighted state patriarchy and its welfarist approach towards women issues. On tourism, broadly, two
concerns emerged from the discussions. While on the one hand, in view of traditional industries closing down, tourism
is seen as an alternate source of employment that needs to be regulated and on the other hand, few people did not
support tourism due to increase in sex work and drug abuse. Based on the findings, report was written and shared with
the CSO’s and individuals to receive comments. To take the work forward, a meeting with organisations/ individuals is
planned in Kerala to chalk out the strategy.
Work on a base paper on the sexual exploitation of women in tourism has been initiated which highlights gendered
assumptions of tourism sector, analyse national and international framework meant to ensure women’s rights and ends
with thoughts on ways to engage with issues from gender perspective. The first draft of the paper is ready.
There was evidence that violence against sex workers in Bangalore was on the rise. EQUATIONS was part of a group
which engaged in a quick fact finding on the matter and to also support the sex worker. Several protests were staged
by civil society against the police who were themselves perpetrators to various crimes on sex workers and meeting
was held with the State Human Rights Commission, urging that they take action regarding these crimes. EQUATIONS
participated in all these events. EQUATIONS participate at the Seminar on Rape and Atrocities on Women organized by
National Law School of India University and Karnataka Federation Against Atrocities on Women and at the Public rally
on International Women’s Day.
In the backdrop of non-recognition of women specific needs, violation of women’s rights in tourism and lack of systemic
responses from the MWCD, MoT, National Commission for Women (NCW) and National Mission for Empowerment of
Women (NMEW), a sign on campaign on ‘A Call for Systemic Engagement with Women Issues in Tourism’ was launched
in July 2014. Highlighting the issues of women in tourism, the statement demanded to examine the status of the
initiatives taken by the MoT from a gender perspective, to examine initiatives taken by other Ministries focusing on
women from a tourism perspective, to conduct sensitisation programmes, to monitor the implementation of the Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013, to ensure women specific
issues as part of the Safe and Honorable Code of Conduct, to ensure inter-departmental collaboration and regulation of
tourism so that women do not pay the price of another person’s holiday!
In response to a statement made by the Finance Minister, regarding December 2013 gang rape in Delhi had caused
million dollar loss to tourism, EQUATIONS submitted its concern to the Minister and related ministries i.e. MoT and
MWCD. While reiterating the need for systemic engagement with issues of women in tourism, concerns were raised
about the nature of initiatives taken by the government and the industry to address women safety. Framing the issue
in the language of protection, denial of the government and the industry to engage with the issue in more systemic
ways and right to access tourism destinations as public place was raised. A press note was also released to media on
International Women's Day.

Tourism Resource Centre

Tourism Resource Centre continues to support programmes with information, research and capacity building. The focus
of the past year was to streamline processes of information management and dissemination, to ensure that our work
informs society about and influences its perception of tourism and its impacts.
News is tracked through feeds from more than 35 sources online apart from the tracking of identified magazines and
websites. Tracked news is stored digitally in organisation server on daily basis. This forms the basis for the analysis of
the tourism trends, which has been initiated in collaboration with an academician from Christ university. Apart from
these, we also have subscription to magazines as well as two online portals – India Stat and two international tourism
journals (Current Issue in Tourism and Journal of Ecotourism) to aid our research work. Over 200 new additions (books,
reports and films) were made to the library.
In the context of information dissemination, two areas that EQUATIONS was planning for a long time and which we
were able to implement is developing the library catalogue and the contacts database. We were able to complete
updating entries to the library catalogue of all the books and reports from EQUATIONS library, which is now linked to
the website. The second catalogue is linked to our contacts. We have made entries based on themes and categories.
Both these we see as a way to aid in effective and efficient communication of our work.

Over 8500 copies of books, reports, briefing sheets, posters, were disseminated through meetings, workshops
organised and attended, and through postal dissemination. For the period April 2014 to March 2015, there were 37511
unique visitors to the website, with a total of 6776 PDFs which were downloaded. Our subscriber list now stands at
744.
12 articles were covered by the media. Two media conferences were also organised, one in collaboration with Vikas
Samvad in Madhya Pradesh for the release of the report and the second in Goa on Issues in Prosecution of Traveling Sex
Offenders organized by Caritas-Goa, Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s Rights in Goa, EQUATIONS, Jan Ugahi
and Vikas Samvad. Our campaigns statements were also shared with the media as well as 4 press releases issued.
We have initiated discussions with a consultant working with communities on tourism issues in Kerala to start work on
a Conscious Travelers Forum in Bangalore.

Organisational Development
Strengths Finder: In late 2013, EQUATIONS decided to work with the strengths finder process. The objective was

to identify individual and organisational strengths to begin with, to reinforce the use of strengths to strategise and align
work within the given limitations and maximise the contribution of the organisation in the change it wants to see. It was
also important for us that this process be sustainable, through the ups and down of the organisation’s growth: simple
enough to be taken up by everyone in the organisation and strong enough to be self-sustaining, through the inductions
and exits of staff that are a part of the organisation.
Organisations and Alternatives Consulting Pvt Ltd (O&A) have been the facilitators of this process, and through
workshops, all-staff meetings and small group sessions, have guided the team at EQUATIONS. The process for us has
included taking the online test created by Gallup to identify each individual’s top-5 strengths, various sessions have
helped the staff to understand this paradigm and find connections in their life & work. The team at EQUATIONS is
constantly working on how the strengths / talents of the team can be worked with individually/collectively to ensure
that the outcome of our work is more impactful.

Internal Complaints Committee

EQUATIONS formed its Internal Complaints Committee under The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. As a part of this process, from among EQUATIONS staff team
we have 4 members across the different levels of the organisation who are part of this committee and two external
members. There were no complaints filed with the committee during this period.

Reflections: Looking Back and Going Forward

Over the past two and a half years, the re-organising of the thematics has given us clarity in identification, planning and
execution of the work as well as on roles and responsibilities, given the fact that the staff team continues to remain
small.
Collaborating with organisations / peoples movements / individuals continues to be the backbone of our work. In
regions / on issues where our collaborations are strong we have been able to move swiftly (e.g work in Manipur, on the
issue of child and tourism). Pre-requisites include strong ground work to know about the organisation, their positions
and about the place we are working in. The aspect of understanding the organisation is also required as we need to
be versatile while working with different organisations. Regular communication goes a long way in maintaining good
relationships. We do feel the need to revive the collaboration guidelines we were working on earlier.
We do realise that there is a need to build capacities of staff due to our recent change in the programme structure
wherein networking is part of every theme. This is needed more than ever in view of our aspiration to create theme/
region-based platforms in the state we are engaged in. Therefore, we plan to focus on equipping every programme staff
with networking skills to be able to contribute towards the building of the tourism platforms. We also need to be well
versed with the issues and bring in legal understanding, give more space for discussions to these in planning process to
foresee long term steps and honing our skills with research, documentation, communication and mobilisation. We also
need to bring in more often and effectively the tourism story in campaigns that we are part of and support in principle.

Strategic interventions to be planned with collaborating partners at local / regional / national level to be able to jointly
advocate with government and policy makers and bodies and influence policies and practices of the tourism industry.
We acknowledge the need to engage with the tourism industry more pro-actively which can be by way of a dialogue on
a study, participating in workshops or even interactions that offer different tourism perspective.
While new work has been initiated in areas of child in tourism, it has been done keeping in mind that “Zero Tolerance of
Child Abuse” be recognised at the state and national level. The various engagements in Goa and Madhya Pradesh, and
now through the project supported by ECPAT Netherlands will not only be a stepping stone towards that, but also to
put in place monitoring and regulatory mechanisms in place to curb child abuse.
Similarly, the work on informal sector was initiated with the foresight that there has been very little engagement with
the informal sector in the past, apart from street vendors, and it is in acknowledgement of the fact that they constitute
of a large majority of the tourism industry, and hence need to have a say in the tourism development of the country.
Being able to work with the informal sector, as has been realised, will have a much larger impact on how tourism is
perceived in terms of livelihood and employment, and the way tourism is practised in itself.
Alternatives at all levels needs to be worked on. Alternative tourism policies, alternative models of impact assessments
and alternative ways of engagement with the tourism industry. Therefore we need to demonstrate to the formal tourism
sector, the power and impact of alternative tourism practices which are owned, governed and implemented by people
living in and around tourism destinations; initiatives which demonstrate the principles of tourism that is just, democratic
and equitable. The CBT initiatives in West Bengal and the North-East are well-timed due to the fast-paced exploitative
nature of tourism development in these areas, and are necessary interventions for making tourism sustainable in a
people-centric manner.
There is a need to strengthen our engagement with the media to outreach wider group of society as well as engage with
people at large (tourists) on tourism issues and develop effective ways of communication. We recognise the need to
influence promotional materials and develop populist materials for tourists.
Broad basing funding sources and developing strong internal capacity of programme coordinators to source grant
money that meets strategic objectives of programmes.

Key Funding Support

Our core donors Bread for the World and Misereor have continued to provide critical support to our work on People
Centred Tourism: Networking for Sustainable and Equitable Tourism Development In India and People Centred Tourism
in India.
Defence for Children (ECPAT Netherlands) is supporting a project on Reducing Violence Against Children, with Special
Focus on Sexual Exploitation of Children and Child Sex Tourism. This is a collaborative project between 6 organisations
- Caritas, Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s Rights and Jan Ugahi, Vikas Samvad and EQUATIONS. This project
in turn is supported by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

EQUITABLE TOURISM OPTIONS (EQUATIONS)
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
At A Glance As On 31.03.2015

Balance Sheet as on 31.03.2015
Current assets

Amount in Rs.

Fixed assets

55,23,178.90

Investments and Deposits

40,33,835.81

Loan and advances

2,75,957.00

Cash and bank Balance

1,99,007.32

Total assets

1,00,31,979.03

Current liabilities

Amount in Rs.

Capital fund

59,77,370.32

Corpus fund

32,235.00

Unutilised project fund

25,29,091.20

Other funds

2,73,282.51

Loan and advances
Total Liabilities

12,20,000.00
1,00,31,979.03

Income and Expenditure account for the period ended 31.03.2015
Income
Grants and donations
Bank interest
Honorarium
Other income

Amount in Rs.
1,22,66,428.38
1,11,918.00
28,018.76
1,26,639.27

Total Income

1,25,33,004.41

Expenditure

Amount in Rs.

Project expenses

81,39,376.47

Institutional expenses

25,21,942.14

Depreciation
Total Expenditure

Excess of Income over Expenditure

6,15,142.10
1,12,76,460.71

12,56,543.70

EVENTS THAT SAW EQUATIONS’ PRESENCE
APRIL 2014 – MARCH 2015

MEETINGS
APRIL 2014
•
•
•

Workshop on Critical Issues in Tourism on 1st April 2014, organised by Intercultural Network of Development and
Peace, Chinna Veerampattinam, Puducherry.
EQUATIONS participated in the donation and the missed call campaign/black flag drive on 25th April 2014
organised by Bengaluru Bus Prayanikara Vedike, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Protest against the spate of attacks on sex workers in Bengaluru on 28th April 2014, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

MAY 2014
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Orientation on LGBT issues on 2nd May 2014 at Cubbon Park organised by Goldman Sachs volunteers and JEEVA,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Protest rally on 11th May 2014 organised by Bengaluru Bus Prayanikara Vedike, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting with Additional Secretary, Department of Tourism, Karnataka on 23rd May 2014 on Karnataka Tourism
Policy, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Karnataka State Consultation Towards Effective Implementation of the Supreme Court verdict on the Transgenders
Rights on 26th – 27th May 2014 organised by Aneka, Karnataka Sexual Minorities Forum, Radio Active CR
90.4MHz, Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS spoke on its engagement with the issue.
Regional Level Guides Refresher Programme on 29th May 2014 organised by Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel
Management, Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented on critical issues in tourism and STCI.
Meeting on the new Karnataka Tourism Policy (2014-2019) on 29th May 2014, organised by Department of
Tourism, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting on Critical Issues faced by the Sexual Minorities on 31st May 2014 organised by Commission on Justice,
Peace, and Creation of the National Council of the Churches of India, Board of Theological Education of the Senate
of Serampore College, ANEKA, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

JUNE 2014
•
•

Meeting on building of People’s Vision for Tourism on 7th June 2014, organised by INDP, Chinna Veerampattinam,
Puducherry.
Workshop on People’s Vision for Tourism on 21st – 22nd June 2014, organised by INDP, Chinna Veerampattinam,
Puducherry.

JULY 2014
•
•
•
•

•

Consultation on Panchayati Raj Institutions and Tourism in Goa on 14th July 2014 collaboratively organised by
CSJP, CRT and EQUATIONS, Panjim, Goa.
Programme on SCP and TSP on 2nd July 2014 organized by Samanvaya Karnataka, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Mass protest against negligence of state towards dalits on 16th July 2014, organised by Samanvaya Karnataka,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Guest Lecture on Management of Tourism for 1st and 2nd year students of Master of Tourism Administration
on 24th July 2014, organised by Department of Tourism, Christ University, Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS
presented on Management in Tourism.
Meeting on People’s Policy for Tourism in Goa on 26th – 27th July 2014, organised by Centre for Responsible
Tourism, Miramar, Goa.

AUGUST 2014
•
•

•
•

Book launch event ‘The Last Wave’ on 9th August 2014, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Consultation on Coasts, Communities, and Tourism on 22nd – 23rd August 2014, organised in collaboration with
Law Trust, People’s Action for Development, Social Need, Education, and Human Awareness, Jones Spartegus,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
Meeting of Tourism Groups, 28th – 30th August 2014, Istanbul, Turkey.
People’s meeting on Implementation of Tourism Initiative on 31st August 2014, organised by SJSM and
EQUATIONS, Kumirmari, West Bengal.

SEPTEMBER 2014
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Meeting on Sustainable Tourism in India on 31st August 2014, organised by HEFOI and IUF, Mumbai, Maharashtra.
Meeting with village people on Community Based Tourism on 7th – 8th September 2014, organised by Gypsyfeet
and EQUATIONS, Mawlynnong, Meghalaya.
Regional Consultation To stop the commercial sexual exploitation of children in South Asia, 8th -10th September
2014 organised by ECPAT International, ECPAT Nepal, Child Workers in Nepal, Maiti Nepal and ECPAT Luxembourg
Kathmandu, Nepal. EQUATIONS presented on the Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism – Indian
Perspectives and Trends.
Workshop on Community based Tourism with students of I-CARD on 10th – 11th September 2014, organised by
I-CARD, Gypsyfeet and EQUATIONS, Jorhat, Assam.
Workshop on Critical issues in Tourism and Community based Tourism on 12th September 2014, organised by
Association for Development of Society, Culture and Environment of Majuli, Gypsyfeet and EQUATIONS, Majuli,
Assam.
Meeting on Community based Tourism and its possibilities and challenges with village people on 13th September
2014, organised by Gypsyfeet and EQUATIONS, Bokota, Assam.
Workshop on Community based Tourism with village people on 14th September 2014, organised by Society for
Integrated Vision, Gypsyfeet and EQUATIONS, Namphake, Assam.
Seminar on The Growth Agenda and the Reform of Environmental, Land, and Laws: Who Gains? Who Loses? on
20th September 2014, organised by a group of civil society organizations, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
Stall at the Who’s Who event on 26th September 2014, organised during SCCS, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Workshop on Ecotourism - a critical deconstruction, 26th September 2014, organised during SCCS, Bengaluru,
Karnataka.
State consultation on Manipur Tourism Policy on 29th September 2014 organised by Indigenous Perspectives and
EQUATIONS, Imphal, Manipur.

OCTOBER 2014
•

•
•

•
•

International Conference on Tourism and Community development on 10th October 2014 at Garden City college
Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS was asked to comment and share feedback on the papers presented during the
technical session.
Meeting of the Tourism Committee on 21st October 2014 organised by Federation of Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce & Industry, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Bengaluru Pride March – 2014 on 23rd October 2014 organized by the Coalition for
Sexual Minority Rights
constituting of various NGOs and independent organizations working for sexual minorities’ rights including
Sangama, Samara, Good As You, WHaQ!, Karnataka Sexual Minorities Forum, Karnataka Sex Workers Union, LesBiT
and Swabhava Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting with Political and Economic Specialist of US Government on 28th October 2014 on EQUATIONS work on
child and tourism, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Discussion on Critical Issues in Tourism and on Community based Tourism with students of Shristi Art Design and
Technology on 30th October 2014 facilitated by EQUATIONS, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

NOVEMBER 2014
•
•
•
•

•
•

Union Meeting of Hotel Employees Federation of India on 1st November 2014, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Release of the first Sexual Minorities Magazine-Ananya by JEEVA on 6th November 2014, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Presentation of work by students on Shristi Art Design and Technology on 15th November 2014, Bengaluru,
Karnataka.
Consultation with CSO and Media on Issues in Prosecution of Travelling Sex Offenders on 18th November 2014
organized by Caritas-Goa, Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s Rights in Goa, EQUATIONS, Jan Ugahi and
Vikas Samvad, Panjim, Goa. EQUATIONS presented on the child protection mechanisms in tourism.
Protest for the cause of 167 transgender community people arrested on 26th November 2014, Bengaluru,
Karnataka.
Boat March from Mangalore to Thiruvananthapuram with a slogan “Protect Sea, Coast, Inland water bodies and Fish
Resources” from 21st – 30th November 2014 organised by National Fishworkers Forum and Kerala Swathanthra
Malsyathozhilaly Federation.

DECEMBER 2014
•
•
•
•

Candle light vigil in commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of Bhopal Gas Tragedy on 2nd December 2014
organized by Bangalore Bhopal Gas Tragedy Victims Solidarity Forum, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
6th ECPAT International Assembly on 2nd – 3rd December 2014, Paris, France.
Partner meeting of Project on Reducing Violence Against Children on 4th December 2014 organised by ECPAT
Netherlands, Paris, France.
Conversations about Risks, Lives and Politics of Environmental Decision Making – 30 years after the Bhopal Gas
Crime by Dr. Bindu Madhav Uppaluri on 5th December 2014 organized by Environment Support Group, Bengaluru,
Karnataka.

JANUARY 2015
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Seminar on Sustainable Tourism on 6th January 2015 organized by Hotel Employees Federation of India Bengaluru,
Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented on the issue of Corporate Accountability in Tourism.
Workshop on Capacity Building of Media persons on Child and Tourism on 11th January 2015, organized by Vikas
Samvad and EQUATIONS, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. EQUATIONS presented on the issue of Critical Issues in
Tourism & on Child Protection Mechanisms in Tourism.
Meeting with Superintendent of Police and in charge of Special Juvenile Police Unit and with District Collector on
Protection of Children during Singhast on 12th January 2015, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.
Workshop on Curriculum Enhancement on 13th January 2015, organized by the Department of Tourism, Christ
University, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting with Divisional Commissioner on Protection of Children during Singhast on 13th January 2015, Ujjain
Madhya Pradesh.
Meeting with Chairman, State Human Rights Commission on Protection of Children in Khajuraho and Ujjain on 17th
January 2015, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
Meeting with Secretary, Department of Tourism, Madhya Pradesh on 17th January 2015 on Child and Tourism,
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
Director’s Conclave on Exploring Quality Assurance in Tourism Education for the 21st century on 17th – 18th
January 2015 organised by Indian Institute of Travel and Tourism Management, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh.
Launch of ONDEDE – Sexual Minorities group on 20th January 2015, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting on Inclusive Understanding of Domestic Violence on 21st January 2015, organized by Vimochana,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Guest lectures for the under graduate students of Commerce (Travel and Tourism) on 27th January 2015 at
St Joseph’s College, Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented on Tourism and its Impact on the Local
Communities and on The Role of Women and Children in Tourism.

FEBRUARY 2015
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

All India Contract Workers Rally on 1st February 2015, organized by All India Central Council for Trade Union,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
All India Contract Workers’ Conference on 2nd February 2015, organized by All India Central Council for Trade
Unions, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting on LGBT issue in the Karnataka State Legislative Council on a private member’s resolution to demand the
policy on LGBT community on 6th February 2015, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting with Assistant Director, Department of Tourism, Kerala on Task force for Children on 19th February 2015,
Thiruvanthapuram, Kerala.
Meeting with Chairperson and Registrar, Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights on Protection of
Children in Tourism on 19th February 2015, Thiruvanthapuram, Kerala.
Workshop on Safe and Honourable Tourism Code on 20th and 21st February 2015, organised by The Institute
of Hotel Management and Catering Technology-Kovalam, Thiruvanthapuram & Kozhikode, Kerala. EQUATIONS
facilitated a Session on Child and Tourism and on Safe and Honourable Code of Conduct.
Meeting on Bengaluru Bus Prayanikara Vedike Campaign on 28th February 2015, organized by Alternative Law
Forum, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

MARCH 2015
•

Seminar on Rape and Atrocities on Women on 7th March 2015 organized by National Law School of India
University and Karnataka Federation Against Atrocities on Women, Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS had a stall

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

of its publication at the seminar.
Public rally on International Women’s Day on 8th March 2015 organised by National Law School of India University
and Karnataka Federation against Atrocities on Women, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting to discuss against the arrest of Sex Workers on 9th March 2015 organised by Alternative Law Forum and
Sadana, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
State level Consultation on Education on 9th March 2015, organized by Karnataka State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting on Protection and Rejuvenation of Lakes across Karnataka on 14th March 2015, organized by People’s
Campaign for Right to Water-Karnataka, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Meeting with Secretary & Joint Secretary, Ministry of Tourism on 23rd March 2015 on National Tourism Policy
2015, New Delhi.
South Asia Network Meeting on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism on 24th – 26th March 2015,
New Delhi.
Meeting with Assistant Director General, Niche Tourism, Ministry of Tourism on 27th March 2015 on Sustainable
Tourism Criteria of India, New Delhi.
Meeting with Assistant Director General, Travel Trade Division, Ministry of Tourism on 27th March 2015 on
Conducting Awareness Sessions on Child and Tourism, New Delhi.

PUBLICATIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual report – 2013-14 (English), August 2014
IFIs and Tourism: Perspectives and Debates (Hindi, 2nd edition), August 2014
Working Paper Series 2012-2014 (English), September 2014
Dossier on Community Based Tourism in India (English), September 2014
Dossier on Forest, Community and Tourism in India (English), September 2014
Dossier on Issues and Impacts of Tourism in North East India (English), September 2014
Dossier on Issues and Impacts of Tourism in Manipur (English), September 2014
In the Heart of Incredible India: Exploitation of Children in Tourism: Child Sexual Abuse and Child Labour in Madhya
Pradesh (English and Hindi), September 2014
Sustainability in Tourism – A Rural Tourism Model: A Review Report (Hindi), September 2014
Rights of the Child- in the context of tourism – (English, 2nd edition), September 2014
Calling to Account (English, reprint), September 2014
Local hospitality: Developing local employment in India’s tourism sector – (English, reprint), September 2014

VISUAL MATERIALS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Poster – Artisans & Tourism (English, Hindi), September 2014
Poster – LGBT & Tourism (English, Kannada), September 2014
Poster - The Last Resort?, Guardians To Guards?, Whose Forests, Rethink Tourism, Tourism and Child Sexual Abuse
and Hawkers and Tourism (Bengali), September 2014
Poster – Forest Foot Prints (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – Child Pornography and Tourism (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – The Last Resort? (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – Guardians To Guards? (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – Whose Forest? (English) – (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – Missing The Woods For The Trees (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – Calling To Account (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – Tourism & Child labour (English, reprint), September 2014
Poster – Tourism & Child sexual abuse (English, reprint), September 2014
Briefing Sheet – Artisans & Tourism (English, Hindi), September 2014
Briefing Sheet – LGBT & Tourism (English, Kannada), September 2014
Briefing Sheet – Unholy Nexus- Male child sexual exploitation in Pilgrim (English, reprint), September 2014
Briefing Sheet – Tourism & Child Pornography (English, reprint), September 2014
Briefing Sheet – Forest, Communities & Tourism (English, reprint), September 2014
Briefing Sheet – The Looking Glass: Understanding Ecotourism (English, reprint), September 2014
EQUATIONS Brochure – Vision statement (English, reprint), September 2014

•
•
•

Calendar – Child Protection & Tourism (English), February 2015
Postcard – Child Protection & Tourism (English), February 2015
Door hanger – Child Protection & Tourism (English), February 2015

PAPERS AND STATEMENTS
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

What is wrong with Ecotourism Society of India’s and Government of Manipur’s conclave on tourism in Manipur?,
Indigenous Perspectives and EQUATIONS at Ecotourism Conclave on 7th – 8th April 2014, organised by ESOI and
Government of Manipur, Imphal, Manipur.
A Call to MoT for systemic engagement with women issues in tourism, 16th June 2014.
Tourism Issues and Trends in Gujarat, 22nd July 2014.
Tourism Advocacy and Action Forum – Istanbul Statement, 30th August 2014.
Make Tourism Work for Women: A way to engage with Women’s Safety in Tourism, 11th September 2014.
Tourism Advocacy and Action Forum – World Tourism Day Statement: An Occasion to Evaluate Promises of
Community Development, 27th September 2014.
Tourism Advocacy and Action Forum decries aggression against Gaza; calls for freedom and justice in Palestine,
September 2014.
EIA and Tourism: Diluting Environmental Safeguards, September 2014.
Letter to Ministry and Department of WCD, Home Affairs, Tourism and National & Goa Child Rights Commission
on the Failure of British government to extradite notorious paedophile Raymond Varley to India to stand trial, 4th
November 2014, co-signed by CARITAS, Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s Rights in Goa, EQUATIONS, Jan
Ugahi and Vikas Samvad Samiti
Letter to Ministry of Tourism, 30th January 2015 on Proposed National Tourism Policy 2015.
Tourism Advocacy and Action Forum – Statement on Global Anti – Aerotropolis Movement, 20th March 2015.
Submission to Ministry of Tourism on 23rd March 2015 on Proposed National Tourism Policy 2015.
Tourism Carrying Capacity, 31st March 2015.

TRANSLATION
•

LGBT & Tourism Briefing sheet and Poster (English to Kannada).

MEDIA REPORTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Study points to Haphazard Development, Lack of Tourism Policy in State, 15th July 2014, The Times of India, Goa.
Press Release: Peoples’ Platform on Coastal Tourism in Tamil Nadu (English and Tamil), 23rd August 2014.
Involve locals in tourism planning, 25th August 2014, The Hindu, Chennai
NGO plans Community Tourism, 17th September 2014, The Telegraph, Calcutta
Press Release: Increase in child labour and child sexual abuse due to tourism in Madhya Pradesh: Release of a study
report on Tourism and Child Abuse, 25th September 2014.
Exploitation of Children in Tourism Destinations, 27th September 2014, Sandhya Prakash, Bhopal.
Children are Selling Kamasutra in Khajuraho, 27th September 2014, Agniban, Bhopal
NGO’s Blow the Lid of Sexual Exploitation of Children at Tourist Spots, 27th September 2014, Hindustan Times,
Bhopal.
Sexual Exploitation of children in Khajuraho, 28th September 2014, Desh Bandhu, Bhopal.
Sexual Exploitation of Children at Ujjain and Khajuraho, 28th September 2014, Hindustan Times, Bhopal.
Increasing in Exploitation of Children in Tourism destinations, 28th September 2014, Star Samachar.
Rights panel seeks report from police on abuse of kid, 9th October 2014, Hindustan Times, Bhopal.
Amazing Tourism of Wonderful Madhya Pradesh (Hindi), 01st November 2014, Media for Rights.
Paedophiles look for targets in places with lowest risk, 19th November 2014, Times of India.
Press Release: Stop Exploitation of Children in Tourism (Demand justice for children abused by travelling sex
offenders), 20th November 2014.
Press Release: Make Tourism Work for Women: A way to engage with Women’s Safety in Tourism, 8th March 2015.

STAFF CAPACITY BUILDING
Internal Seminars/ Capacity Building Workshops for EQUATIONS staff
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Legal literacy session on Administrative Structure handled by Vinay Sreenivasa (Alternative Law Forum), 4th April
2014
Riverfront development and Tourism, Julie Ouvrard, Intern, 20th June 2014
Legal literacy session on Criminal law handled by Maitreyi Krishnan (Alternative Law Forum), 28th June 2014
Legal literacy session on Caste handled by Cliffton D’Rozario (Manthan Law), 13th September 2014
EQUATIONS Class code briefing handled by Suma on 13th October 2014
Legal literacy session on Labour handled by Maitreyi Krishnan (Alternative Law Forum) on 22nd November 2014
Feedly session to new staff handled by Aditi and Suma on 12th December 2014
Legal literacy session on Labour (Street Vendor Act, 2014) handled by Vinay Sreenivasa (Alternative Law Forum) on
24th December 2014
Feedly session to new staff handled by Aditi and Suma on 13th March 2015
Legal literacy session on Environment (Coast) handled by Maitreyi (Manthan Law) on 14th March 2015
EQUATIONS Class code briefings handled by Suma on 14th March 2015
Upcoming Golf course in Nongmaiching, Manipur, Liam Hicks, Intern, 20th March 2015

External Capacity Building Workshops
•
•
•
•

Girisha V attended English speaking course conducted by Ms. Shyamala, Bengaluru, Karnataka
Rajesh Ranjan attended a workshop on ‘Nayi Dishaayein: Sandarbh, Summer School for Rethinking Development’,
24th – 31st May 2014 organised by Sambhaavaana Trust, Palampur, Himachal Pradesh
Sharmila S attended workshop on Human Resource Management on 7th November 2014, organised by Innobridge,
Bengaluru, Karnataka
Usha N attended FCRA Renewal Workshop organised by the Karl Kübel Institute for Development Education on
28th & 29th January 2015, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strength finder’s meeting, 17th April 2014 facilitated by Organizations and Alternatives Consulting (O&A)
Strength finder’s Internal meeting, 18th July 2014
Strength finder’s meeting, 13th August 2014, facilitated by O&A
Strength finder’s Group 2 Coaching Session, 12th September 2014, facilitated by O&A
Strength finder’s Group 1 & 3 Coaching Session, 16th September 2014, facilitated by O&A
Strength finder’s Group 4 Coaching Session, 17th September 2014, facilitated by O&A
Strength finder’s internal meeting, 22nd September 2014
Strength finder’s Group 2 Coaching Session, 24th September 2014, facilitated by O&A
Strength Finder’s Workshop from 4th – 6th March 2015 facilitated by O&A

MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND EXTENDED TEAMS
EQUATIONS Managing Committee (2014-2015)
Sl No

Name

Designation

1

Mario Pinto Almeida

President

2

Ravi Chellam

Secretary

3

Mahesh Lobo

Treasurer

4

T T Sreekumar

Member

5

Aditi Chanchani

Director, (ex- officio)

6

Sharmila Sundaresan

Staff Representative, (ex- officio)

EQUATIONS Staff Team 2014-2015
Sl
No

Programme

Programme Coordinator

1

Institutions, Policies and
Tourism Models

Swathi Seshadri

Aditi Chanchani/ Rajesh Ranjan

2

Economics of Tourism

Swathi Seshadri

Mrinmayee Mandal / Neeru Yadav*

3

Ecosystem, Communities and
Tourism

Swathi Seshadri

Jerome Francis* / Shahzeb Yamin*

4

Governance, Law and Tourism

Swathi Seshadri

Ghanshyam Kumar*/ Surabhi Singh*

5

Society, Culture and Tourism

S Babu

Aditi Chanchani/ Rajesh Ranjan/
Sharmila Sundaresan / Suma M/ Surabhi
Singh*

6

Tourism Resource Centre

Aditi Chanchani

Gayatri S* / Kavitha M* / Suma M

7

Institutional Support Services

a

Administration

Sharmila Sundaresan

Bhaghya / Girisha V

b

Human Resource

Sharmila Sundaresan

Aditi Chanchani/ Kavitha M

c

Information Technology

Rajiv Das#

d

Finance

Antony Varghese*# / Usha
Nandini*

*For part of the year
#Part-time staff

TRANSLATION & TRANSCRIPTION SUPPORT
•
•
•

Chinmay Mishra
Kishore Kumar
Nidhi Agarwal

DESIGN & COMMUNICATION SUPPORT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Programme Resource Team/
Team members

Anjora Noronha
C-Senses
Chinglen Laishram
Crystal Hues
National Printing Press
Nithya Reddy
Smriti Chanchani
Vidushi Yadav

Girisha V / James

Short Term Assignments
Sl
No

Name of the Staff

Programme

1

C Ankur Sanjeev

Economics of Tourism (Audio visual documentation of tourism issues and impacts
in Kutch)

2

J Jones Thomas
Spartegus

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism (Research and Consultation on Coast,
Communities and Tourism – Tamil Nadu)

3

Jahnavi Pai

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism (Analysis of Forest Laws and Policies)

4

Manju Raju

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism (Research on Carrying Capacity and
Tourism)

5

Ramananda
Wangkheirakpam

Institutions, Policies and Tourism Model (Research and Consultation on Tourism
Issues in Manipur)

6

Roopa Madhav

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism (EIA & Tourism)

7

Shangon Das Gupta

Organisation Development (Documenting EQUATIONS history and milestones)

8

Sunil Mohan

Society, Culture and Tourism (Accompany the team on a Networking Visit to
Kerala on Women and Tourism issue)

Interns and Volunteers in Equations (2014-2015) and their work
Sl
No

Name of
Student

Academic
Course

Institution

Period
of internship
(weeks)

Research Details

Programme

1

Julie
Ouvrard

Bachelors’ in
Tourism and
Development

University
of ToulouseLe Mirali,
France.

28th April – 20th
June 2014 (8
weeks)

Base paper on ‘Water
and Tourism– Riverfront
Development Projects
& Tourism’

Ecosystem,
Communities
and Tourism

2

Kavitha M

Bachelors’
in Business
Management

Bangalore
University.

1st September
– 31st October
2014 (9 weeks)

Assisted on Manuals
and Formats in Admin
and HR and worked on
the Library Catalogue

Institutional
Support
Services
& Tourism
Resource
Centre

3

Liam Hicks

Bachelors’ in
Geography

University of
the West of
England

10th March –
20th March 2015
(10 days)

A campaign note on an
upcoming golf course in
Manipur

Institutions,
Policies and
Tourism
Models

4

Petra
Alexandra
Amria
Jansen

Maters’
in Leisure
Tourism and
Environment

Wageningen
University
and Research
Centre

12th February –
31st March 2015
(7 weeks)

Research on corporate
accountability and
corporate social
responsibility of tour
operators

Economics of
Tourism

Abbreviations Used

AKRSP – Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
ALF – Alternative Law Forum
ASI – Archaeological Survey of India
CBT – Community based Tourism
CCT – Coasts, Communities and Tourism
CRG – Children’s Rights in Goa
CRT – Centre for Responsible Tourism
CRZ – Coastal Regulation Zone
CZMP – Coastal Zone Management Plans
CSJP – Council for Social Justice and Peace
CSO – Civil Society Organization
CSMR – Coalition for Sexual Minority Rights
DoT – Department of Tourism
DMIC – Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
DWCD – Department of Women and Child Development
ECPAT – End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography & Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes
EIA – Environmental Impact Assessment
ESOI – Ecotourism Society of India
EWR – Elected Women Representatives
FGD – Focus Group Discussions
FCRA – Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, 2010
FCT – Forests, Communities and Tourism
FDI – Foreign Direct Investments
FKCCI – Federation of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce & Industry
FRA – Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
FTAs – Foreign Tourist Arrivals
GMU – Gorai-Manori-Uttan Special Tourism Zone
GOM – Gulf of Mannar
GSTC – Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria
HEFOI – Hotel Employees Federation of India
HLC – High Level Committee
HNA – Himalaya Niti Abhiyan
HP – Himachal Pradesh
HR – Human Resource
HRIDAY – Heritage Development and Augmentation Yojana
IEC – Information, Education, and Communication
IFI – International Financial Institutions
IHMTC – Institute of Hotel Management and Catering Technology
IITTM – Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management
INDP – Intercultural Network for Development and Peace
IP – Indigenous Perspectives
IPC – Indian Penal Code
IUF – International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco
ISS – Institutional Support Service
IT – Information Technology
KeSCPCR – Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights
KHAMIR – Kachchh Heritage, Art, Music, Information and Resources
KMSTF – Kerala Swathanthra Malsyathozhilaly Federation
LGBT – Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
LSGIs – Local Self Governing Institutions
MoT – Ministry of Tourism
M.P – Member of Parliament
MEHAIR – Maritime Energy Heli Air Services Pvt. Ltd.
MSI – Mountain Shepherds Initiative

MoEFCC – Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
MWCD – Ministry of Women and Child Development
NCPCR – National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
NCW – National Commission for Women
NFF – National Fishworkers’ Forum
NESPON – North Eastern Society for Preservation of Nature and Wildlife
NMEW – National Mission for Empowerment of Women
NTP – National Tourism Policy
O&A – Organisations and Alternatives Consulting Pvt Ltd
PAD – People’s Action for Development
PCTI - People Centered Tourism in India
PESA – Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996
PPP – Public Private Partnerships
PRASAD – Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive
PRIs – Panchayati Raj Institutions
PT – Professional tax
RIA – Rapid Impact Assessment
RTI – Right to Information
RVAC – Reducing Violence Against Children
S&H – Code of Conduct for Safe and Honourable Tourism
SCCS – Students Conference on Conservation Sciences
SCP – Special Component Plan
SCZMA – State Coastal Zone Management Authority
SJPU – Special Juvenile Police Unit
SJSM – Sunderbans Jan Sramjeevi Manch
SLC – Snow Leopard Conservancy India Trust
SPW – Strategic Planning Workshop
STCI – Sustainable Tourism Criteria of India
STP – Shamukha Tourism Project
TAAF – Tourism Advocacy and Action Forum
TDS – Tax deduction at source
TIA – Tourism Impact Assessment
ToR – Terms of Reference
TSA – Tourism Satellite Account
TSP – Tribal Sub Plan
UGC – University Grants Commission
UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNODC – United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
WCD – Women and Child Department
YWCA – Young Women’s Christian Association

EQUATIONS is a research and policy, advocacy organisation (non-profit society) working on tourism and development
issues in India. Our work has focused on the economic, environmental, social, cultural, political and governance impacts
of tourism particularly on people living in and around tourism destinations. We do this through our work on Institutions,
Policies and Tourism Models, Economics of Tourism, Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism, Governance, Law and
Tourism, Society, Culture and Tourism and Tourism Resource Centre. EQUATIONS closely collaborates with organisations
and peoples movements, to influence people centred forms of tourism & policies that ensure significant local benefits and
take into account the negative impacts of an unbridled growth of tourism.

