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Abridged Report 

ANNUAL REPORT
2010 - 2011

THE CONTEXT OF OUR WORK  
Under the rubric of development, there is a 
relentless drive by the governments at the 
centre and state levels in India to attract 
investment. Governments are pursuing 
economic growth through incentivising industry 
and the deployment of domestic and foreign 
private capital on a massive scale. Policy makers 
are promoting privatisation of state activities 
and an increased role for the free market. Land 
and natural resources are being targeted to 
facilitate the interest of the investors. These 
include, among others, ‘Special Economic 
Zones’ (SEZ), ‘Special Tourism Zones’ (STZ) 
and ‘Free Trade Agreements’ (FTA) to attract 
investment, ‘Public Private Partnerships’ 
(PPPs) and ‘Build-Operate-and-Transfer’ (BOT) 
for infrastructure development, Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation in Developing Countries (REDD) as 
a mitigating mechanism for climate change, de-
notification of forest areas for mining, dams and 
infrastructure projects and flexibility in labour 
markets and trade liberalization. 

The trend at the Ministry of Tourism (MoT) is 
towards larger revenue generating projects of 
more than Rupees 50 million, and Public Private 
Partnerships in tourism. This is in tune with the 
national economic policy – big is beautiful – 
which reflects in the design of tourism circuits, 
STZ, mega tourism projects and the creation of 
land banks. The Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
World Bank (WB), Japan Investment Council 
(JIC) and the Japan Bank of International 
Cooperation (JBIC) are starting to be re-
interested in tourism. The likelihood of more of 
these mega projects being funded is high.

Policy continues to cater to high end tourists 
and the luxury end of the segment, and we 
see a distinct ‘non seriousness’ about learning 
from ongoing rural tourism projects which seem 
to expand mindlessly. Corporations are now 

interested in community based tourism. With 
the appropriation of the idea – tour operators are 
more likely to benefit rather than communities.  

Communities are also interested in engaging and 
dialoguing on tourism issues and the impacts 
and benefits. We have been approached by 
communities in Uttarakhand, Bengal, Orissa 
and the North East to help them engage with 
this idea in order that they may gain from the 
tourism pie. This is a new and very challenging 
development. 

The trend towards restructuring of governance 
[Panchayats, Panchayat Extension to Scheduled 
Areas (PESA) and the Forest Rights Act (FRA)] 
does seem to transfer more power to people but 
this needs analysis. There is also a contradictory 
trend towards single window clearances and the 
formation of development authorities which 
concentrates power and subverts democratic 
governance processes. Increase in guidelines, 
certifications, registrations and codes of 
conducts imply increased awareness at the 
government level and some parts of industry on 
child exploitation and sustainability issues. 

How does the middle class purchasing power 
impact tourism trends and policy, as middle 
class aspiration have made Indians the 6th 
highest spenders internationally!  Domestic 
tourism continues to be paid lesser emphasis in 
the policy space and official mind set with all 
attention continuing to be paid to the relatively 
smaller pie of international tourists and the 
chasing of world class standards which usually 
mean more five and seven star hotels and large 
airports. The 19th Commonwealth Games that 
took place in Delhi in October 2010 were an 
example of the nexus between mega-sport 
events, tourism, and notions of development 
leading to corruption scandals that shook the 
nation.
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Tourism Satellite Accounting “statistics” and 
the economics of tourism – continue to lack 
any solid analysis – e.g. employment analysis 
/ local multiplier effects and contribution to 
development paradigms. To assist investment 
of private capital, apart from tax and duty 
concessions governments are diluting regulatory 
frameworks and government policies are 
calling for creation of “Land Banks” for private 
investments. Change in land use patterns 
because of tourism is in fact likely to lead to 
serious water scarcity and food security issues. 
These policies are encouraging governments 
to make land and natural resources available 
at desirable locations in low prices to private 
entrepreneurs and corporations. This has 
severely impacted the local communities 
dependent on natural resources, especially 
indigenous people, dalits, and women.

In the Ministry of Environment and Forests 
(MoEF) the trend of rapid change in legislations 
– on the coasts, islands, with respect to forests, 
environmental impacts, ecological sensitive 
areas etc – has left us with no time to evaluate 
the deeper and systemic implications of these 
rapid shifts. With the RIO+20 CoP due to be 
hosted by the country in 2012, India is all set to 
present a clean image of a proactive conserver 
of biodiversity. Climate change remains a non-
issue for Ministry of Tourism and the Industry. 
Both need to be seriously challenged on this 
important issue.

In 2009, the MoT at long last acknowledged the 
negative impacts of tourism on children and 
initiated steps to protect them. EQUATIONS 
has continued its engagement with the  MoT on 
the issue of protection of children in tourism 
and in developing a Code of Conduct for Safe 
& Honourable Tourism which was launched in 
July 2010 and in developing a plan of action 
for its implementation. However there are no 
mechanisms to monitor these processes and 
their implementation.  

During 2010, the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development (MWCD), Government of India 
initiated a review of the 1974 National Policy for 
Children and continued to work on its periodic 
national report for United Nations Convention 
on Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The growing 

links between tourism and the abuse of children 
in the form of child sexual abuse, trafficking, 
prostitution, pornography and child labour 
have been established in all these reviews. The 
National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) constituted a committee to 
draft a Bill “The Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Bill, 2011” towards ensuring 
protection of children from exploitation. The 
draft Bill is approved by the Lower House of 
Parliament and is pending approval before the 
Upper house of Parliament.

There is growing evidence of an increase in 
child pornography in India and the conviction 
rate of those arrested is dismal. In November 
2009 the first case was registered using a section 
related to curbing child pornography under 
the Information Technology (Amendment) Act 
2008. In 2011 the offender was convicted and 
sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment by a fast-
track court. This is the first case of arrest and 
conviction in the country under the amended 
Information Technology Act 2008.

Tourism and conflict continues to be of concern. 
Conflict zones such as the North East Region are 
being opened up for tourism with the dilution 
of permits for foreigners and Indians with no 
substantive solutions or mediations of the root 
causes of the conflict. This trend is evident even 
in central India where armed conflict between 
state and extreme left outfits is commonplace, 
yet tourism brochures and plans are in denial of 
these political and humanitarian realities. 

OUR WORK IN 2010 - 2011 

NETWORKING INTERVENTIONS

Networking is at the heart of EQUATIONS work. It 
is our key tool to improve awareness on tourism 
impacts, facilitate development of people 
centred policies and developing local centres 
for tourism monitoring and impact assessment 
with communities, Panchayats and CSOs.

National
EQUATIONS participated at the National 
Political Convention on Capitalist Crisis and 
emerging Neo-liberal Challenges: tasks for 
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tasks and challenges ahead”. In October 2010, 
EQUATIONS participated in the 8th Biennale 
Convention of the National Alliance of People’s 
Movements, of which EQUATIONS is an associate 
member. It was an opportunity to meet with 
network partners and establish new contacts 
especially in Madhya Pradesh.

NAPM Biennial Convention, Barwani

NBA 25 years 
Rally, Barwani

social actions organised by INSAF in April, 2010 
in Bengaluru. With many grassroots groups and 
organisations participating at the convention, it 
was a good opportunity for us to network with 
groups from Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, 
and Chhattisgarh to take forward our work with 
them in their regions. This was followed by a 
Public Forum on “Peoples Movements Today – 
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With the term of the Tourism Secretary Sujit 
Banerjee ending and the shuffle in ministerial 
portfolios, EQUATIONS had to re-establish 
relationships with the MoT. We wrote a letter 
introducing ourselves and raising concerns in 
relation to initiatives being taken by the MoT 
related to the citizen’s charter, guidelines 
for forest and wildlife ecotourism, protection 
of children, rural tourism and the Global 
Sustainable Tourism Criteria (GSTC). 

In response to this, EQUATIONS was invited to 
participate and input into the Rural Tourism 
meeting organised by MoT in February 2011 
to interact with the stakeholders and discuss 
various aspects of the Rural Tourism Scheme. 
EQUATIONS made its inputs based on the 
outputs of the project undertaken to review 
and document the Endogenous Tourism Project 
as well as from its experiences and engagement 
with other community based tourism projects. 
However the minutes of the meeting do 
not capture many of the points raised by 
EQUATIONS as well as other members of the 
group. EQUATIONS in March 2011 met directly 
with Rajen Habib Khwaja the new Secretary 
Tourism based on the letter we had written and 
received a response on some of the issues raised 
by us.  

In 2010, we had an invitation from Arun Maira, 
Member, Planning Commission, to share our 
vision of tourism for the country. The resulting 
document ‘Envisioning Tourism” (also translated 
into Hindi) has been circulated widely. In 
2010, the Planning Commission constituted 
a consultative group on the tourism sector in 
order to induct alternative perspectives, new 
ideas and to obtain non- governmental inputs 
into the process of Mid-Term Appraisal (MTA) of 
Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-12). EQUATIONS 
was invited to be part of the group along with 
members from tourism trade associations 
and state tourism departments. Evidence of 
EQUATIONS inputs are seen in the Report of 
the Mid-Term Appraisal Eleventh Five Year Plan 
brought out by the Planning Commission. 

“The vision should also focus on developing 
tourism from people’s perspective by involving 
local Panchayats and local communities 

from the stage of project formulation to 
project implementation as this will help 
in understanding the social, cultural, and 
environmental impacts of tourism projects on 
local communities enabling the development of 
tourism in a sustainable manner.” 

With the 12th five year plan process being 
initiated by the Planning Commission, a number 
of CSOs / groups  under different banners have 
come together to explore ways of influencing 
the Plan. EQUATIONS was part of the Wada 
Na Todo Abhiyan (WNTA), a network closely 
working towards developing the pre-approach 
paper on issues for the 12th five year plan. 
EQUATIONS participated in two constituency 
consultations on women and children to input 
tourism issues into an approach paper. Sector 
specific working groups will be formed in the 
following year and EQUATIONS has written to the 
Planning Commission of its interest to engage in 
a process of envisioning tourism in the country 
and build on the foot-hold we have by engaging 
in the mid-term appraisal and its reflection in 
the report. We have also asked to be included 
in the Planning Commission constituted working 
group towards the 12th Plan.

The 19th Commonwealth Games took place in 
Delhi in October 2010. EQUATIONS undertook a 
study, ‘Humanity-Equality-Destiny? - Implicating 
Tourism in the Commonwealth Games 2010’. 
The report examined critically the hopes and 
myths, as well as assumptions and mental 
models about the tourism potential of the 
Games. Linked to this were the preparations 
that were being undertaken for tourists, a key 
aspect being the transformation of Delhi into a 
world class city. The social, cultural, economic, 
environmental, political, and human rights 
impacts ensuing from the preparations under 
way were examined. In particular, the place of 
accountability, democratic process and public 
consensus in hosting the CWG 2010 in Delhi 
were explored. To corroborate the data we 
met with various government officials and civil 
society organisations. RTI applications were 
also been filed. On an RTI application appeal we 
were even asked to present our case before the 
Appellate Authority in Delhi. 
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Press conference - Release of report on Implicating Tourism in the Commonwealth Games 2010 and panel 
discussion, Delhi

Through this research we established contact 
with other civil society organisations working 
on the issue of the CWG. A press conference 
was organised in collaboration with Housing and 
Land Rights Network to release the report. The 
report was covered widely by national dailies 
(English and Hindi), by news channels and were 
regularly contacted by the media for critical 
inputs on CWG. We also received communication 
from Mani Shankar Aiyer, Member of Parliament 
and Arun Maira, Member Planning Commission 
on the thoroughness of the report.

Central India 
In Jharkhand in collaboration with a researcher 
from the Institute of Community Forest 
Governance, Ranchi we undertook research at 
Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary and Betla National 
Park at Jharkhand. We later undertook a 
field visit to both places to understand the 
convergence and inter-linkages between rights 
of the people through PESA, FRA and their 
right to choose the form and kind of tourism 
development in their localities. This visit 
helped us to see how the FRA and PESA laws are 
violated for tourism development. The research 

undertaken will be followed by a campaign 
to build civil society perspective, who would 
then use this enhanced understanding in their 
struggle for people’s control over forests. The 
intended impact is to influence forest related 
tourism policies. One of the major challenges 
has been that tourism in Betla and Dalma is 
impacted by the Maoist presence and therefore 
over the past few years, there has been in a 
reduction in the number of tourists visiting 
these destinations. In our visit to two other 
tourism sites – Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Bhimbetka (a heritage tourism site) in Madhya 
Pradesh, we met several individuals, people’s 
movements and organisations working on issues 
of people’s rights over forests, and child rights. 
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JUSCO guest house on Dalma top, Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary

JJBA Annual convention, Ranchi
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A temple submerged by the Ratapani Reservoir, 
Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary

In mid-2009, there were media reports that 
the villages located in the core area of 
Achanakmar Wildlife Sanctuary which had 
been declared as a Tiger Reserve, would be 
displaced and the ‘Revised Guidelines for the 
Ongoing Centrally Sponsored Scheme of the 
Project Tiger’ announced by the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority would be applied. The 
first phase of displacement of 6 villages took 
place in December 2009, without settling the 
claims that the villagers had filed under the 
FRA. Following this, EQUATIONS, responding 
to a request from Nadi Ghati Morcha (NGM) 
conducted a fact finding process along with NGM 
and Baiga Mahapanchayat in October 2010. The 
report is based on the findings of the team. NGM 
will use this for their advocacy on the issue. 
Furthermore, this document will contribute 
into the forest and tourism work in central India 
that is being planned for the year 2011. 

Rehabilitation colony, Bokrakhachar-Achanakmar 
Wildlife Sanctuary

In October 2010, we received an invitation from 
Ecotourism Society of India for a consultation 
on PPP. We saw this as an opportunity to 
expand our engagement with Department of 
Tourism, Madhya Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh 
Ecotourism Development Board (MPEDB) 
by participating in the workshop and to 
broaden the scope of tourism debate rather 
than focusing only on ecotourism. We made 
several interventions highlighting aspects of 
community involvement and conservation as 
necessary for a tourism initiative. Based on 
these interventions, the Director of the MPEDB 
invited EQUATIONS to help the Board to develop 
the community perspective by inputting into 
the text of the contracts highlighting the 
process of community involvement. EQUATIONS 
subsequently submitted a detailed note on 
community involvement in ecotourism. The note 
encouraged the MPEDB to invite EQUATIONS to 
develop an operational model for community 
involvement in 2 of the 14 sites being opened 
up for ecotourism in the PPP mode in Madhya 
Pradesh. In the coming year we will submit a 
proposal to MPEDB.

Eastern India
In August 2010, North Eastern Society 
for Preservation of Nature (NESPON), an 
organisation based in North Bengal, requested 
EQUATIONS to facilitate and co-organise a 
workshop on Community Based Tourism (CBT). 
We saw this as an opportunity to engage in 
CBT and for us to have a clearer understanding 
on alternate forms of tourism. The workshop 
was co-organised by National Forum of Forest 
People and Forest Workers (NFFPFW), Hill Forest 
Village Organisation, NESPON and EQUATIONS on 
Tourism as forest based livelihood: Development 
of community tourism in forest villages of North 
Bengal, in March 2011 at Sam Sing village. The 
community and the organisation in the region 
wanted to explore this method of tourism. Our 
key learning through this process has been to 
understand the complexities of establishing a 
community based tourism enterprise especially 
in the context of a heterogeneous society 
which has internal hierarchies, issues of benefit 
sharing, challenges of marketing, the difficulty 
for a people’s movement to balance activism 
and developmental work. Our challenge has 
been in finding a way to sustain the CBT project 
in North Bengal.
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Development of Community Tourism in Forest Villages of North Bengal

Development of Community Tourism in Forest Villages of North Bengal

Development of Community Tourism in Forest Villages of North Bengal
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Concrete walkway on the banks of the river Torsa, 
Jaldapara Wildlife Sanctuary

We have kept the radar on the developments 
on the West Bengal Government commissioned 
WB funded proposal of developing ecotourism in 
the Sunderbans. We met with the Joint Director 
at the Sunderbans Development Board who is 
also the key person with respect to the World 
Bank non-technical project on planning for 
development in the Sunderbans and discussed 
with him the forthcoming plans for tourism 
development in the region. 

The first draft by an external researcher of a 
study “Preliminary Assessment of Trends in 
Tourism development in Chilika Lake Area in 
Orissa and its Impacts” is in. The assessment 
focuses on the impacts of tourism development 
in the area. It also investigates if the local 
communities have been deprived of their right 
to decision making in local governance with 
the formation of the Chilika Development 
Authority, especially in the context of PESA, 
FRA, democratic rights of people and overall 
development and planning of the area.  

Ecotourism Project, Chilika Lake

Islands 
A session on critical issues on tourism was 
conducted with a group of 7 students from 
Lakshadweep in July 2010 at Kerala Institute 
of Tourism and Travel Studies, Ernakulam. The 
students identified the positive and negative 
impacts of tourism in Lakshadweep at the end of 
the session. A preliminary study undertaken by 
an intern on small islands, climate change and 
tourism in which we looked at Lakshadweep and 
the Maldives as case studies was also shared. 
We also advocated for not separating the Island 
Protection Zone Notification from the Coastal 
Zone Regulation Notification (CRZ) as we were 
concerned that it diluted protection of Island 
ecosystems as compared to the more stringent 
CRZ.  

North India
In July 2010 the media reported that the 
MoEF has imposed a ban on state governments 
taking-up non-forest activities, including eco-
tourism projects on forest lands. In response, 
the Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister urged the 
Centre to modify the Forest Conservation Act 
to include eco-tourism as a forest activity in 
the larger interest of the state and preserving 
the forest wealth. Since 67 per cent of the 
state’s geographical area is classified as forest, 
the future of tourism in the state rested on 
ecotourism was the position of the state 
government.
  
Him Niti Abhiyan (HNA), with whom we had 
worked earlier on the Himalayan Ski Village 
campaign asked us to provide a critique of this 
move based on an assessment of the H.P. Forest Dolphin Tourism, Chilika Lake 
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Department Revised Policy on Development of 
Ecotourism In Himachal Pradesh 2005, which 
was being positioned as very progressive. 
HNAs position was that if they should develop 
ecotourism - then it should be in the hands 
of the local community. They feared that the 
said move by the state government while 
sounding progressive may be a ploy to convert 
the use of forest land for non-forest activities 
and privileging private players and large scale 
investors. The critique has been shared with 
the group. However, as it is a 2005 policy, a 
number of developments have likely taken 
place on the ground. To have a better sense 
of the implementation of the policy, the next 
steps are to seek information through Right to 
Information (RTIs) from the Forest department 
and then visit the ecotourism projects in the 
state and finalise the critique.

North-East India
EQUATIONS in collaboration with Impulse, 
Shillong and Sikkim University, Gangtok 
organized the “Talk for Change for Making 
Tourism Sustainable, Equitable and Just”, A 
Regional Consultation on Responsible Tourism in 
the North Eastern States of India in August 
2010 in Gangtok, Sikkim. The consultation was 
organized with the objective of initiating a 
process of dialogue and developing a perspective 
on responsible tourism for the North Eastern 
Regions in order to influence tourism policy 
and practice in the region. This consultation 
created a platform between civil society 
organizations, media and people engaged in the 
tourism industry (both from the mainstream and 
community based tourism initiatives) to discuss 
the critical issues and impacts in tourism in 
the north east within the framework of current 
policies and legislations. The workshop was 
widely covered by the media.  

Regional Consultation on Responsible Tourism in the North Eastern States of India, Gangtok

Regional Consultation on Responsible Tourism in the North Eastern States of India, Gangtok
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This consultation also helped EQUATIONS revive 
and bring to the fore the issue of tourism with its 
network partners. As a way forward, it has been 
suggested by our network partners to conduct a 
capacity building workshop of critical issues in 
tourism followed by each state partner engaging 
on research that can then influence tourism 
policies of the region. We developed a base 
paper in collaboration with North East People’s 
Alliance (NEPA), an organisation working at the 
regional level in the 8 states. However, NEPA 
wished to work at the north eastern regional 
level and include all states and not focus only 
on select states. Due to limited resources we 
could not undertake work at the regional level. 
To raise additional resources for this work we 
have approached potential funders. 

The Nagaland Government had in 2010 initiated 
a process to draft rules for the Nagaland 
Biodiversity Act. Our network partner in 
Nagaland had sent us the draft rules for our 
comments from the tourism point of view. We 
have reviewed the draft rules and sent our 
comments which have also been incorporated 
into the submission made by them.

South India  
Andhra Pradesh 
In January 2011, we facilitated a workshop 
on child protection in tourism in Tirupati 
organised by Youth Advancement, Tourism and 
Culture Department, Government of Andhra 
Pradesh. The aim was to create awareness 
within tourism industry representatives on the 
issues of child protection, the code of conduct 
and on existing mechanisms. It was strategically 
important for us to take this opportunity to 
engage with the government and tourism 
industry representatives in the state. As a follow 
up to the workshop, the Tourism department, 
AP, requested us to submit a proposal to conduct 
capacity building workshops for tourism industry 
representative in five destinations (Tirupati, 
Vijayawada, Hyderabad, Visakhapatam and 
Srikakulam) which will be undertaken in 
collaboration with the Department.  We are 
awaiting a confirmation from them.

Workshop on Child Protection, Tirupati

Karnataka 
We had planned to undertake a study on coastal 
tourism from Mangalore to Udupi through the 
engagement of students. In this context we 
planned to conduct a one day workshop on critical 
issues of tourism in association with Sahaaya, 
Mangalore and St. Aloysius. This research could 
not be undertaken as the students were busy 
with other college activities and forthcoming 
exams. We intend to pursue this.

In continuation with our engagement with 
Department of Tourism Studies Christ University, 
Bengaluru we were invited to speak  to post 
graduate students in Tourism Administration 
in a National Level Seminar on “Tourism - A 
tool for Synergizing Biodiversity Conservation 
and Community Development” at Bengaluru in 
February 2011. We were one of the key speakers 
and spoke on the issues of tourism and the coast 
with links to biodiversity. 

In July 2010 EQUATIONS was invited by Karnataka 
State Commission for Protection of Child Rights 
(KSCPCR) to be part of their team to investigate 
a case on child sexual abuse by foreign tourists 
in Gokarna (Karnataka). This investigation was 
based on a complaint received by KSCPCR from 
Liaison Office of the German Federal Police. The 
local residents said that many foreign tourists 
visit the beach during the tourist season; some 
of them are accompanied by children from 
other parts of the state like Hubli, Hampi and 
Belgaum. We had to make a second visit during 
the tourist season to uncover more information. 
The follow up visit could not happen as KSCPCR 
chairperson was occupied with other critical 
cases. 
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Shacks closed during off season, Gokarna 

We had also received a tip off from a person 
based in Mysore, about brothels between 
Kushanalgar and Madikeri where a number of 
under aged children were taken. We forwarded 
this complaint to KSCPCR to look into this 
matter and also indicated interest to be part of 
an investigative committee. Due to our constant 
follow up the Commission forwarded the case to 
the concerned child welfare committee and to 
the local police. The police raided the brothels 
in those areas and rescued many women, 
however no children were found in this swoop.

EQUATIONS has applied for membership to 
be part of the Karnataka Tourism Forum and 
there were differing points of view about 
our membership.  They finally rejected our 
application informing us informally that some 
members were not comfortable with a NGO 
coming in.  
 
We participated in several planning meetings 
organized by National Alliance of People’s 
Movements (NAPM) in December 2010 and 

January 2011 at Bengaluru. We made inputs 
into the discussion on the draft Bill on Land 
Use Alterations, No Enforced Displacement and 
Just Resettlement & Rehabilitation drafted by 
NAPM. Following the planning meetings, NAPM 
organized a State level consultation in March 
2011 at Bengaluru to take into consideration 
the inputs from the groups working on the issues 
of displacement from across the state. At the 
consultation EQUATIONS made a presentation 
on perspective of tourism development linked 
displacement and moderated the discussion 
during the consultation. The inputs received 
from various stakeholders at the consultation 
will be consolidated and incorporated into the 
draft Bill. 

Kerala
In April 2010 EQUATIONS organised a meeting at 
Kumarakom along with the Kumarakom Nature 
Club and Kottayam Nature Society, local groups, 
to build awareness amongst fisher folks, farmers, 
trade unions, political parties, media and civil 
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society organisations on the implications of 
the “International Golf based Tourism Village” 
proposed in Methran Kayal and to create a 
platform to take forward campaign against 
the project. The mega tourism project spread 
across 417 acres is planned to be built on one of 
the largest paddy field areas in the Kumarakom 
Grama panchayat in Kottayam district, Kerala, 
by reclaiming the wetlands. As an outcome of 
this meeting civil society organisations (CSO) 
formed an Action Council involving various 
groups. The Action Council sent a letter to 
Minister of Environment and Forests and Chief 
Minister of Kerala with the appeal that the 
project should not be granted permission until 
environmental impact assessment is undertaken 
and the provisions of the Kerala Conservation of 
Paddy Land and Wetland Act, 2008 are complied 
with. 

In June 2010 EQUATIONS expressed concern 
and sent detailed comments over the Kerala 
Government’s move to amend the Kerala 
Tourism (Conservation & Preservation of Areas) 
Act 2005 through an Ordinance and later by a 
Bill in the Assembly on the grounds that it will 
usurp the powers and mandate of local self-
governing institutions. We had raised concerns 
on the Acton similar grounds in 2005 and 
2007. The latest Ordinance route taken by the 
government with less than 15 days left for the 
Assembly session, according to our assessment, 
was intended to exclude dialogue with people 
and their representatives and thereby evade 
public scrutiny. We sent in appeals about our 
concerns to the Governor, Chief Minister and 
Subject Committee Members on Tourism of 
the Legislative Assembly, Kerala, to raise the 
debate on the concerns in the State Assembly 
on the issue. Since the Bill was not placed for 
discussion before the State Legislative Assembly 
within the mandated time period as prescribed 
under Article 214 of Constitution of India, the 
Ordinance has lapsed for the time being. 

In February 2010 the State Level Responsible 
Tourism Committee (SLRTC) decided to have a 
detailed evaluation of the responsible tourism 
initiative. EQUATIONS has been lobbying with 
the Department of Tourism (DoT), Kerala to 
organise a wider stakeholder consultation to 
seek the feedback of groups and individuals that 

have been actively involved in the Responsible 
Tourism Initiative in the state. We believe 
that the process would provide feedback on 
shortcomings of the initiative, the gaps in 
implementation and provide important pointers 
for the way forward. A committee was formed 
under SLRTC in February 2010 to conduct 
the evaluation process, of which EQUATIONS 
was nominated to be a member. In May 2010 
SLRTC revised the approach for evaluating 
the Responsible Tourism initiatives based on 
the observations made by the members of 
the Committee. Among our recommendations 
to this process was the need to incorporate 
external people in the team as it would bring 
in greater objectivity, a wider stakeholder 
process and ensure transparency. EQUATIONS 
also recommended that the evaluation process 
should not be limited to just stock taking but to 
review the broader objectives and strategies of 
each working group. This report we believe will 
be out in 2011-12.

To pursue its goal of ensuring that Kerala becomes 
a child abuse free zone in tourism, EQUATIONS 
has constantly engaged and advocated with the 
DoT, Kerala proposing and taking forward the 
discussion on Zero Tolerance on child abuse 
in the state. In August 2010 EQUATIONS was 
invited by NCPCR to be part of a team headed 
by the Chairperson, NCPCR, to have discussion/ 
meetings  with various departments in Kerala on 
issues related to sexual exploitation of children 
at tourist places in Kerala. This intervention 
was in response to an article “Predators on the 
Prowl” which appeared in the magazine “India 
Today” based on which Prime Minister’s Office 
took serious notice and asked the NCPCR to 
look into the matter of sexual exploitation of 
children at tourist places in the State of Kerala. 
EQUATIONS had provided inputs to the article 
based on our research on the issue in the state. 

The NCPCR team had number of meetings/
interactions with all stakeholders including 
members of the Kerala Mahila Samakhya 
Society, representatives of other CSOs, 
activists, journalists and government officials 
from Department of Social Welfare, Home 
Affairs, Education, Labour and Police. Ironically, 
DoT, Kerala decided not to attend any of the 
meetings called by the team. The discussion was 
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on the magnitude of child sexual exploitation in 
general and specific to exploitation with links to 
tourism in Kerala, and the challenges faced and 
action taken by Government and mechanisms 
needed to arrest this issue. As an outcome of this 
intervention NCPCR recognised the prevalence 
of sexual abuse of children and have identified 
and recommended actions to be taken separately 
by the DoT, Kerala, Police Department, the 
Social Welfare Department and the Education 
Department and collaboration between these 
departments to address and solve this vexing 
problem. In the coming months, EQUATIONS in 
association with NCPCR will review the actions 
being taken by the concerned Departments to 
address the problem. 

Based on the visit, NCPCR gave directives to 
the state government to combat exploitation of 
children in tourism. In March 2011, EQUATIONS 
in association with NCPCR had planned to 
undertake one more field visit to review the 
actions being taken by the state government. 
This review could not be undertaken since the 
model code of conduct for elections in Kerala 
had been declared. The visit to review the 
actions is now scheduled during the first half of 
2011-12. 

Tamil Nadu
In July 2010 we visited Valparai, based on a 
request received from Nature Conservation 
Foundation, Mysore to discuss and explore the 
opportunity to conduct a rapid Tourism Impact 

A resort in Segur Region

Assessment (TIA) in Valparai as tourist influx 
has increased in the area in recent times. The 
field visit helped us to envisage the tourism 
development and its impacts. However tourism 
in Valparai is in early stages for its suitability as 
a TIA site.

In July 2010, the DoT, Government of Puducherry 
had floated a tender to develop various tourist 
attractions and infrastructures collectively as a 
STZ at Manapet through PPP. Based on our earlier 
research on STZ, EQUATIONS raised concerns 
about the decision with DoT, Puducherry. 

In October 2010, the Tamil Nadu Tourism 
Department came out with an ecotourism policy 
for the state of Tamil Nadu in consultation with 
the State Environment and Forest Department. 
We are in the process of analysing the policy to 
advocate with tourism and forest department 
in the state of Tamil Nadu towards making the 
policy more sustainable and responsible. The 
policy analysis will also help our work on tourism 
impact assessment in the Masinagudi region.

We have made field visits to Segur Plateau 
to understand the tourism development. We 
have had discussions with the representatives 
of Panchayats, tourist guides and tourism 
industry to understand their views on tourism 
development and the need for regulations. A 
framework for TIA for the area was developed 
and tourism related spatial data collected. 
This project is commissioned by the Critical 
Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF).
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A room on a tree top in Segur Region

West India
EQUATIONS was invited by the Centre for 
Responsible Tourism Goa to participate in a 
seminar on the ‘Theology of Tourism’ in March 
2011. We made a presentation on  ‘A curriculum 
for leaders-animators in tourism’ This focussed 
on issues such as - Why train church clergy, lay 
people, and communities in creating alternative 
paradigms to current patterns in tourism; What 
constitute the elements of a curriculum for 
seminarians and church leaders. The rationale 
to participate was to continue our engagement 

with the seminarians and to be part of a group 
that would shape the curriculum outline and 
content for a Theology of Tourism, a first of its 
kind in the country. The work on the curriculum 
is to be taken up in the coming year with two 
seminaries in Goa adopting it as a part of their 
regular curriculum from 2012 onwards. With 
seminarians being trained on these issues it 
would significantly influence the civil society 
discourse and action as well as the pressure 
that church leaders can put on the government 
on negative developments in tourism

Seminar on the Theology of Tourism, Panjim
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INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTIONS

Consultative Meeting on a “Theology 
of Pilgrimage for Palestine”
EQUATIONS is in solidarity with the Palestinian 
struggle and have engaged with the process of the 
‘Pilgrimages of Transformation”. As a follow-up 
to the meeting in Jordan in 2008, the Alternative 
Tourism Group in cooperation with World Council 
of Churches Palestine-Israel Ecumenical forum 
& Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism& Kairos 
Palestine organise a Consultative Meeting on 
“Theology of Pilgrimage for Palestine” in Geneva 
in May 2010. The purpose of the meeting was to 
develop a study guide for pilgrims to Palestine-
Israel and encourage those visiting Palestine-
Israel to ‘come-see-witness’ the realities of 
Palestine-Israel today rather than get a mere 
abstract of a ‘Holy Land’ tour, which obfuscates 
and deletes from consciousness the fact of 
visiting a conflict ridden land. EQUATIONS was 
requested to be respondent on Tourism as an 
Instrument of Peace Education.

Peace Tourism International Working Group
EQUATIONS is a member of the Peace Tourism 
International Working Group (PTIWG). This 
is a group interested in a critical approach to 
promoting peace through tourism. 

The International Working Group on Peace 
Tourism connected with the conference 
on “Humanitarian Competition and Global 
Visioning” organized by the Toda Institute for 
Global Peace and Policy Research in Sydney 
in July 2010 invited EQUATIONS to present a 
paper on Tourism, Conflict and Peace in India. 
The conference was attended by academicians, 
media, civil society organisations and students. 
We submitted a chapter ‘Of People and Places: 
Tourism’s role in conflict and peace in India’ 
for a book that aims to influence policy on the 
subject. It is currently in the process of being 
peer-reviewed. Other possibilities discussed 
as follow-up include; PTIWG engagement in 
a research project to examine an empirical 
case study; fostering a different agenda to 
International Institute for Peace through Tourism 
(IIPT); online resource library to enable sharing 
of resources; a project on peace museums to 
bring a spotlight to this issue and use it to speak 
to industry.

Asia Pacific Research Network
EQUATIONS continued its engagement with Asia 
Pacific Research Network (APRN) by renewing 
its membership and by participating in “Women 
Resisting Crisis and War: a conference on the 
impacts and women’s responses to the economic 
and ecological crises and wars”, held in July 
2010 in Baguio City, Philippines. The conference 
brought representatives of workers, peasants, 
fisher folk organisations, pastoralists, dalits, 
indigenous people, youth, migrants, women, 
and other stakeholders together in a common 
space for sharing and learning experiences, 
strategies and perspectives on survival and 
resistance amidst the multiple crises and wars. 
Tourism was recognised by participants from 
most nations as one of the growing forms of 
development aggression leading to acquisition 
of people’s land and resources, displacement, 
dispossession, migration and marginalisation. It 
was a very good space for us to learn and share.

In the second half of the year we participated 
in the APRN Research Conference on 
Development, held in December 2010 at Hong 
Kong. The conference aimed to identify areas of 
collaborative research that would support the 
need for information, education and advocacy of 
grassroots organizations and social movements. 
During the conference, EQUATIONS was asked 
to be a panellist and present a paper on the 
broader issues of development aggression and 
competition over diminishing resources with 
examples from Asia and the Pacific. We were 
also a lead discussant during the thematic 
workshop. We have committed to contributing 
a study on PPPs in India with a focus on tourism 
in the coming year.   
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Research Conference on Development, Hong Kong

Asia Pacific Alliance
The Asia Pacific Alliance - YMCA (Young Men’s 
Christian Association) is working on a plan 
of alternatives in tourism. The aim of this 
programme is to promote and establish criteria 
/ mechanism for certifying alternative tourism 
projects and to support YMCAs for initiating such 
programmes in their community by providing 
skill training. EQUATIONS was requested to send 
Questions for the Tourism Mapping Exercise 
which were submitted for their use. 

Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism 
EQUATIONS was requested to contribute articles 
to the regular  publication ‘ Contours’ brought 
out by the Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism We 

sent two articles – Deep Waters – the untold story 
of Tourism and Dams and a Summary of mega 
events and CWG 2010. These were featured on 
a special issue of Contours on India. 

International Fact Finding Mission, 
Sri Lanka
EQUATIONS was invited by Food Security 
Network South Asia (FSNSA) to be a member of 
an International Fact Finding Mission (IFFM) to Sri 
Lanka in February 2011. The IFFM was organised 
by FSNSA, National Fish workers Solidarity 
Movement (NAFSO) and Praja Abhilasha, Sri 
Lanka. The aim of the fact finding was to 
highlight tourism issues in coastal Sri Lanka in 
the context of private sector investment and 
to express south-south solidarity in the context 
of tourism. The urgency of the fact finding was 
the visibility of tourism induced displacement 
and state repression as 14 islands have been 
identified for tourism development, from which 
2 islands were already given to private players 
and another 2 islands in the process. The team 
met with district and local government officials, 
elected representatives, representatives from 
the Church, peoples’ movements, community 
leaders, civil society organisations and media. 
At the end of the 3 day fact finding, a meeting 
of CSOs was organised to share the findings, 
followed by a press conference. 

The situation in Sri Lanka is still grave and in 
fact worsening. NAFSO and Praja Abhilasha have 
invited EQUATIONS to further our engagement 
with them on the tourism issues and specifically 
on understanding and implementing a Tourism 
Impact Assessment. 

Public meeting in 
Mohotowaram, Sri Lanka
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Hoarding in Mohothtuwarama Island restricting 
people on the property of the proposed hotel site, 
Sri Lanka

Hoarding suggesting shift from fishing to tourism in 
Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka

INTERVENTIONS ALONG 
THEMATIC LINES

Child and Tourism 
In March 2010 EQUATIONS was invited to be part 
of a committee constituted by the NCPCR for 
drafting legislation on Sexual Violence against 
Children. In the following months, several 
meetings were organised across the country 
with wide range of stakeholders such as CSOs, 
doctors, lawyers, teachers and media to get 
varied views, comments and suggestions for 
incorporation in the draft legislation. 

Being part of an important national process was 
critical as we could influence a key legislation 
and bring in the perspectives on child and 
tourism. NCPCR has sent the draft bill to MWCD. 
We are yet to receive the final version of the 
Bill. However, media reports indicate that the 
Bill has taken into consideration the issues 
raised by the committee to focus more on the 
protection of male children from exploitation 
and child pornography. The Bill was presented 
and approved by the Lower House of Parliament 
(Lok Sabha). 

During the same period, Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA), Government of India (GoI) called for 
public opinion and suggestions on the proposed 
amendments to the criminal laws in India 
(Indian Penal Code, Criminal Procedure Code of 
India and the Evidence Act). We contributed to 
these discussions inputting into areas on child 
sensitive guidelines.

In July 2010 we participated in a Country 
Consultation on the National Policy for Children 
organised by Indian Alliance for Child Rights 
(IACR) at Delhi. NCPCR has taken an initiative to 
review the existing National Policy for Children, 
1974. IACR was given the responsibility by NCPCR 
to hold nation-wide process of civil society 
consultations to recommend revisions in the 
Policy. We contributed on the links of tourism 
and children at the consultation. As a follow up 
to the consultation, MWCD in collaboration with 
Department of Women and Child, Karnataka 
and National Institute of Public Cooperation 
and Child Development organised a state level 
consultation on National Policy for Children. 
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We also participated in this meeting. Due to 
our continuous engagement and advocacy 
with MWCD and NCPCR the working paper on 
the National Policy for Children 2010 has taken 
into consideration all forms of sexual abuse 
and exploitation with links to sex tourism and 
pornography.

In November 2010 we participated in a meeting 
called by MWCD to develop an implementable 
Strategic Plan covering the period 2011-2016. 
This meeting was called for after the inputs 
from both internal (bureau-wise) as well as 
external (civil society) consultations had been 
incorporated. In addition, MWCD has also 
received a request from the Cabinet Secretary 
and Prime Minister’s office to give the strategic 
plan for 12th Five Year Plan, after which they 
will send it to the Planning Commission. We 
used this space to advocate and share our 
engagement with MoT on a code of conduct 
for the tourism industry towards protection of 
children in tourism. Further to the meeting we 
sent our inputs on the strategic plan with links 
to tourism and protection of children to MWCD 
for consideration. 

In November 2010 we participated in a 
consultation organised by WNTA towards 
developing the pre-approach paper on issues 
related to children for the 12th Five year plan. 
IACR on behalf of child groups anchored this 
process. EQUATIONS developed a pre-approach 
paper on child and tourism issues - to highlight 
the issue, prioritise concerns and give specific 
recommendations to the planning process. In 
December 2010 we participated in a National 
Consultation organised by IACR in Delhi to 
consolidate inputs and facts identified by child 
rights groups and incorporate them in a pre-
approach paper for submission to the Planning 
Commission, Government of India.  

In November 2010 we had a meeting with Sattva 
Research, consultant to DWCD Government of 
Karnataka and United Nations Fund Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) to formulate a State action plan 
for Karnataka for the period 2011-2020. We 
shared our research and advocacy efforts on 
the issue of protection of children in tourism 
and also advocated for the action plan to insist 
that the Government of Karnataka declare 

zero tolerance zone for child abuse and no 
child labour in the State. In addition, we also 
suggested that the process of developing 
the state action plan needs to be widened, 
consultative and participatory - to involve many 
more CSO working on the issues from across 
the state and not focus only on organisations 
working in Bengaluru. The draft action plan is 
now pending with the DWCD, Government of 
Karnataka.

As a follow up to our engagement with MoT on 
protection of children in tourism, EQUATIONS 
has been invited to participate in several 
meetings to evolve a Code of Conduct. 
As a follow up, the MoT organised a national 
workshop to launch and develop an Action Plan 
for the implementation of Code of Conduct for 
“Safe & Honourable Tourism”, in July 2010 at 
Delhi. On World Tourism Day, MoT organised the 
signing of the pledge by the tourism industry 
to abide by the “Code of Conduct for Safe 
and Honorable Tourism”. Various associations 
and other independent service providers have 
signed the pledge. 
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Launch of the Safe and Honourable Code by Ministry of Tourism, Delhi

In March 2011 we participated in a meeting 
organised by MoT to discuss further steps to 
be taken with regard to the implementation 
of Code of Conduct for Safe & Honourable 
Tourism. We reiterated and advocated for inter-
departmental collaboration, encouraging an 
effective response mechanism like help lines, 
civil society linkages and other mechanisms to 
facilitate greater victim support and strategies 
for monitoring and encourage effective 
implementation of the code. 

In June 2010, Kuoni Travel Holding Ltd, in 
collaboration with EQUATIONS, held follow 
up workshops in Kerala and Goa on the 
protection of children from sexual exploitation 
in tourism. A total of 180 representatives 
of Kuoni hotel partners, most of them from 
the senior management level participated 
in the workshops. The aim of the workshop 
was to transfer practical knowledge on how 
to implement the Code of Conduct for the 
Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation 
in Travel and Tourism (the Global Code) and 

encourage Kuoni partners to become signatory 
to the Global Code. At the end of the workshops, 
the Kuoni partners expressed their willingness 
towards adopting measures for child protection 
within their operations. Some of Kuoni’s leading 
hotel partners felt encouraged to sign on to the 
Global Code in the near future.

Workshop on Child Protection in Tourism – Group 
work, Kochi

We received a request from the code.org (the 
international organisation working on the 
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implementation of the code of conduct for the 
protection of children from sexual exploitation 
in travel and tourism - an industry driven 
responsible tourism initiative in collaboration 
with ECPAT International funded by UNICEF and 
supported by the World Tourism Organisation) 
to become the Local Code Representative of the 
code.org in India. EQUATIONS became the Local 
ode Representative for India from 1st February 
2011.

Ecosystems, Communities and 
Tourism 
Our engagement with MoEF on environmental 
regulation of tourism has been quite intensive. 
Thanks also to MoEF’s moves on amending the 
coastal regulation in the country. 

Earlier in December 2009, we had written to the 
MoEF demanding that proceedings on Integrated 
Coastal Zone Management Project (ICZM) should 
stop until the public consultations on CRZ 
Notification, 1991 are completed. On media 
reports that these plans were continuing we 
wrote to the Environment Minister, Mr. Jairam 
Ramesh once again.

The Ministry issued a Pre Draft Coastal Regulation 
Zone Notification 2010 (Pre-Draft Notification) 
to amend the CRZ 1991. We commented on the 
Pre-Draft Notification pointing out that this had 
not taken into account most CSO concerns which 
had been given in an earlier phase of attempting 
to change the CRZ notification to the Coastal 
Management Zone Notification, 2006 (CMZ). Our 
comments focussed on the tourism aspect and 
we joined many groups across the country to 
protest against this poor draft. Subsequently, 
the draft CRZ Notification, 2010 has also been 
released in August 2010 with little changes. 
This is a frustrating battle, but it seems it will 
go on – until MoEF takes a courageous stand on 
protection of coastal ecology. 

In May 2010, EQUATIONS sent detailed 
comments on the Pre Draft CRZ Notification 
2010 issued by MoEF. We specifically focused on 
tourism development issues vis-à-vis protection 
of coast. In September 2010, we reiterated 
our concerns on the Draft CRZ Notification 
2010. Though the process evolved by MoEF in 

drafting the Notification was welcome, we were 
hopeful that through this process MoEF would 
issue an Act for the extensive coastline of India.  
 
In January 2011, MoEF still took the route 
of coming with another Coastal Regulation 
Zone Notification 2011, superseding the 
CRZ Notification issued in 1991. EQUATIONS 
submitted its comments on the new notification 
related to tourism development issues vis-
à-vis protection of coast. We have received 
a response from MoEF clarifying some of the 
questions / concerns raised by us, even though 
the basic issue of more stringent regulation has 
been sidestepped once again.  

Another alarming development in the midst of 
this which did not receive much civil society 
attention was the Draft Island Protection Zone 
(IPZ) Notification, 2010. The decision to exclude 
the Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep 
Islands from the ambit of CRZ 1991 and to 
bring them under a separate Island Protection 
Zone Notification, without public demand or 
consultation was questioned by us. Even more 
worrying was that the draft IPZ Notification 
contains no specific regulatory provisions for 
tourism at all. This is a serious flaw as tourism 
has been positioned as a significant economic 
activity in the Islands. This non-inclusion invites 
speculation that this is under pressure from the 
tourism lobby to further open up the coast for 
tourism.

EQUATIONS participated in the Student 
Conference on Conservation Science in 
Bengaluru, held for the first time in Asia. We 
were invited to present in the Who’s Who session. 
We made a poster presentation on “Ecosystems, 
Communities and Tourism – Factsheet” and 
displayed our publications and posters. This 
gave us an opportunity to showcase our work 
and discuss about the impacts of unregulated 
expansion of tourism in various ecosystems with 
the students from different institutions –future 
ecologists and conservationists.  Many showed 
interest to understand the relationship between 
tourism and environment.

Brief papers and research studies were done by 
interns with active supervision by EQUATIONS 
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staff. An approach paper on certification 
and tourism pays particular attention to 
implications for small and community based 
tourism. Another on small islands, climate 
change and tourism looked at Lakshadweep and 
the Maldives as case studies. The initial data on 
a short research study on water consumption of 
large hotels and its impacts on water supply to 
local communities – with a case study of Goa is 
being completed.

Supported by the CEPF we have initiated a 
three year project to address the threats that 
unregulated tourism development has posed to 
the Western Ghats landscape in the Nilgiris area 
- Bokkapuram Reserved Forest, Masinagudi, 
Segur Reserved Forest, Kalhatti Slopes and 
Naduvattam Reserved Forest in January 2010. 
The project aims to assess the tourism impacts 
and also network with various stakeholders to 
understand their perspectives and create a 

space for dialogue on tourism developments 
in the area. A framework for TIA for the area 
was developed as part of the project. Baseline 
data of the project area was collected as part 
of the bench-marking exercise to assess tourism 
impacts in future. We then undertook field visits 
and conducted interviews with the tourism 
industry and collected tourism related spatial 
data. 

EQUATIONS was invited by the Western Ghats 
Expert Ecology Panel constituted by the MoEF to 
contribute a paper on Tourism and Forest Areas in 
the Western Ghats. This paper attempts a rapid 
assessment of the impact of tourism growth in 
the Western Ghats. It is based on substantive 
secondary research and also has a set of field 
visit based case studies demonstrative of how 
unregulated tourism has led to significant 
environmental, social and cultural damage in 
the ecologically fragile Western Ghats region. 

departments. We have also captured spatial 
data so as to have a much better sense of 
tourism and its impacts in the region. 

In December 2010, the NTCA formed a committee 
to develop Guidelines for Forest and Wildlife 
Ecotourism. In January 2011, EQUATIONS wrote 
to the Chairman of the Committee raising 
certain issues such as the need to expand the 

EDC set up by the Forest Dept in Parambikulam

To take forward the work done during last year 
on green practices of the tourism industry in 
Kanha and Bandhavgadh (MP), a research study 
is being undertaken on the green practices of 
the tourism industry in the periphery of two 
protected areas Nagarahole and Mudumalai 
National Park. As a part of the study, we 
interviewed members of the tourism industry, 
local community, Panchayats and Government 
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scope of regulation of tourism beyond tiger 
reserves, the composition of the committee, 
non-acknowledgement of the FRA, the Terms 
of Reference and the process of finalising the 
guidelines. We have been monitoring this and 
will input into this process when the draft 
guidelines are out.

Phase 2 of the Reduced Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) 
monitoring project supported by the Global 
Forest Coalition (GFC) came to a close in 
December 2010. A national consultation was 
organised in collaboration with NFFPFW in 
November 2010. The consultation brought 
together a large number of adivasi and indigenous 

groups, from various regions of India on a single 
platform resulting in a meaningful interaction 
and dialogue. Two case studies on the forest 
villages of Chilapata forests in West Bengal and 
of the Idu Mishmi Community in Dibang Valley 
of Arunachal Pradesh were also prepared along 
with audio-visuals as well as two policy briefs 
on Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 
REDD for advocacy, both with the Government 
and other related stakeholders. EQUATIONS 
and NFFPFW submitted a joint proposal to 
take forward the monitoring work on REDD and 
Green India Mission. We are awaiting a response 
from GFC.

Workshop - REDD Realities in India, Delhi

Economic Impacts and Tourism
This programme until last year called the 
Globalisation Impacts and Tourism Programme 
has a focus now clearly on Economic Impacts. 
While there is clarity in our focus, we have 
not been able to get full time staff resources 
with strength in economic research to work in 
the programme. In the second half of the year 
we worked both with internal and external 
resources to make headway in the programme’s 
goals.

We have continued broad networking with CSOs, 
activists working on trade, IFI, economic policy, 

economic impact issues. EQUATIONS is part of 
important e-groups working on FTAs and critique 
of International Financial Institutions (IFI). The 
area of EU-India FTAs saw a lot of action and 
while there was no direct tourism agenda, 
we monitored developments and worked in 
solidarity on the issues, including contributing 
to research by other organisations on the issue. 

Our research on the Commonwealth Games 
(reported in the National section) served also 
to question claims and projections that are 
made without any substantive evidence of the 
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economic impacts attributable to tourism in the 
case of mega events. We were able to prove 
that the claims for tourist visitation projections 
made by the MoT were completely flawed, 
that reputed Industry associations such as the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
of India and Confederation of Indian Industry 
also made projections based on very little 
substantive evidence and poor research, and 
that the Organising Committee of the Games 
had done little to assert the economic benefits 
of the Games.

EQUATIONS was invited to two workshops held in 
December 2010. One on Business & Human Rights 
in India – the proposed UN Framework Protect, 
Respect and Remedy and another focussing on 
the EU-India FTA, aiming at taking stock of the 
current scenario and devising strategies for civil 
society campaigns on the FTAs being signed. Key 
civil society organisations working on trade and 
its impact on different sectors attended and we 
made a presentation on Tourism and Free Trade 

Agreements. EQUATIONS also contributed to 
the Social Movements Calendar brought by Inter 
Cultural Resources on the theme of Peoples’ 
struggles against the International Financial 
Institutions.

Our longstanding agenda on monitoring 
Corporates got a push forward with two 
substantive case studies being done in Goa 
and in Madhya Pradesh which focussed 
on the notions and realities of corporate 
accountability. These were complex studies/
investigations as they were investigating 
multinational corporations from a complex set 
of parameters in an environment that was not 
willing to share any /little information. SOMO 
based in the Netherlands supported part of this 
research. The outcomes will significantly set the 
agenda for questioning corporations on setting 
a very limited agenda on Corporate Social 
Responsibility while at the same time enjoying 
impunity on violations because of the power of 
brand and the financial muscle that they enjoy.  

Village Chandranagar - displaced from Panna Tiger Reserve
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Shanta Bai’s 2 unit guest house,  
Pench Tiger Reserve

Governance, Law and Tourism
The unregulated expansion of tourism in forests 
areas in the country continues to be a cause 
of concern. There has been a growing need to 
understand the convergence and inter-linkages 
between rights of the people through PESA, 
FRA and their right to choose the form and 
kind of tourism development in their localities. 
Research from Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve 
(TATR) at Chandrapur, Maharashtra, Dalma 
Wildlife Sanctuary and Betla National Park at 
Jharkhand shows that the tourism continues 
to expand in and around these forest areas. 
However, little has changed with respect to the 
rights of local people. 

Based on our analysis of FRA and research 
observations in Maharashtra and Jharkhand, 
EQUATIONS has submitted a detailed note to 
MoEF and Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) Joint 
Committee (formed to enquire into the status 
of implementation of the FRA and to suggest 
ways in which policies and institutions need 
to be changed to enable implementation). We 
have argued that though FRA does not have any 
specific mention about tourism, Section 5 of FRA 
empower the holders of forest rights to stop any 
activity, be it mining, building of infrastructure 
or tourism facilities that has detrimental impact 
on the wildlife, forest, biodiversity of the area 
and negatively impacts their natural heritage 
and culture. Tourism projects also calls for 
Gram Sabha approval under Sec 5 of the FRA. 
Most of the work in this programme is reported 
in the advocacy and research aspects of both 
networking and thematic programmes 

Women and Tourism
EQUATIONS has initiated a study on the links 
between women street vendors / hawkers and 
tourism as we feel it is an area that has not 
been studied adequately in India. Three case 
studies are proposed – to look at the realities of 
hawkers /street vendors in important tourism 
destinations Bodh Gaya, Puri and Goa. Field 
visits to all these sites have been undertaken. 
The aim of the research is to understand the 
background, challenges faced by them, their 
accessibility to basic amenities and, tourism’s 
impact on their life. The emerging finding has 
been that tourism does provide opportunity to 

Tourists awaiting the arrival of the tiger cub, 
Bandhavgarh National Park

Discussions with possible researchers on the 
issue of IFIs particularly the ADB and tourism 
infrastructure were initiated in states such as 
Himachal Pradesh and the North East region. 
However, nothing has been finalised yet. In 
the meanwhile we had initiated in-house 
preliminary research by scanning the web and 
stocktaking on IFIs and tourism loans across the 
various states in India. We were able to take 
forward discussions with an external researcher 
on updating some of the key developments 
on IFIs and Tourism. This is aimed to focus on 
developments since 2009, and look also at allied 
sectors such as infrastructure. We hope this 
will sharpen our focus on advocacy in terms of 
impacts of IFIs on communities and governance 
issues in the context of expanding tourism. The 
paper is expected by September 2011.
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women vendors but magnitude of their problems 
is related to the seasonal nature of tourism. This 
research also helped us to understand the gaps 
in the National Urban Street Vendor Policy. We 
are in the process of finalising the report and as 

a follow up planning to organise a consultation 
in collaboration with the National Hawkers 
Federation to share the findings and take the 
work forward.

Women vendors selling vegetables, Bodhgaya

Women hawkers on Anjuna Beach, Goa Stalls closed during eviction, Puri
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Kalchakra maidan - space where the Nagar Panchayat wishes to shift all vendors to, Bodhgaya

The preliminary study of the Employment of 
Women in Bengaluru’s Hotel Industry is in the 
final stages of completion. Both employees 
as well as students felt that the reputation 
of women employed in the hotel industry had 
changed positively in the last decade but has 
more to do with the overall change in the 
societal perspective, especially in urban areas. 
Both employees and students believed that 
“Tourism open doors for women” and there 
are opportunities for growth. However, it was 
interesting to find that the typical “gender 
pyramid” is prevalent in the hotel sector, 
though there is a slow shift towards recognising 
women’s ability to handle managerial posts. 

EQUATIONS also contributed to the discussion 
on amendment of criminal law in India that was 
initiated by MHA. The debate centres around 
three drafts- the Criminal Law Amendment 
Bill, 2010 drafted by GoI, the draft bill by All 
India Democratic Women’s Association) and the 
draft by the Centre for Feminist Legal Research. 
EQUATIONS has supported other CSOs’ demand 
of making the Bill gender neutral and replacing 
the section on “rape” with “sexual assault” to 
widen the ambit of protection against sexual 

exploitation. The Bill is still under consideration 
of the MHA. 

The Planning Commission has begun to formulate 
its perspectives for the 12th five-year plan. Its 
first step is to prepare an Approach Paper. The 
Commission sought inputs from NGOs and civil 
society. On behalf of civil society group, the 
process was anchored by WNTA and on women 
issues by Women Power Connect. The National 
Consultation was organised by Women Power 
Connect in December 2010 in which EQUATIONS 
participated. Being in the space, we could 
meet with many groups working on women 
issues and connect the issues with tourism. 
Our recommendations related to ban tourism 
related displacement, alienation of people 
from traditional livelihoods, ensuring women’s 
engagement to assert their rights as stakeholders 
in all aspects of tourism development and to 
stop the objectification of women in tourism. 

A forthcoming Dossier on Women and Tourism 
is an attempt to highlight critical areas of 
concern related to women in tourism at policy 
level, emerging trends and issues of women’s 
engagement with tourism and gender relations 
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and tourism. This will be finalised and published 
in the first quarter of 2011-12.

Tourism Resource Centre 
The Tourism Resource Centre has received a 
revised mandate in this three year period.  
It continues to support theme based and 
networking programmes with information, 
research and capacity building. The intended 
impacts include:

•	 Updated, timely information and analysis on 
tourism trends and developments, information 
related to tourism policies and plans  

•	 Capacity building (knowledge and skills) of 
EQUATIONS staff team to work on tourism issues  

•	 Provide research support to ensure quality of 
content and product

By creating a pooled resources concept for 
printing, publications and translations we have 
ensured that our resources are wisely spent 
keeping overall needs in mind.  

We continue to pay attention to our website, 
developing a trends tracking system on Google 
Reader, research support and planning for 
internal capacity building. Visitors to the 
website have increased, our subscriber base has 
touched over 150 and the number of queries 
from interns and volunteers has increased in 
quantity and quality. 

On the information management front we 
developed a Google Reader system of web based 
news tracking and capturing of information 
through media, email, list serves, and websites 
and coding it. Currently over 30 newspapers 
national and local are being tracked using it. 
Apart from this we also track official websites 
and CSO groups and sites. The information 
tracked is classified based on our internal 
class-coding mechanism. We have also set up 
a legal and policy section separately for easy 
accessibility of critical documents. 

Our dissemination continues to be robust. 
2891 books, reports, CDs, briefing papers were 
disseminated through meetings, workshops 

organised and attended, and through postal 
dissemination. According to web statistics, 
there were 9564 PDF downloads of different 
documents from our website. We continue to 
upload backlogged publications on our website 
and have scanned several old documents which 
we do not have soft copies to make them 
available. We have also used other online 
medium Scribd and Google Books to disseminate 
our published work. 

As part of exploring new areas for research, we 
did a literature review of existing material on 
culture and tourism. Based on this work we have 
developed an internal base paper on issues in 
culture and tourism. We also did an analysis of 
tourism promotional material of Karnataka and 
Chhattisgarh from the cultural point of view to 
understand the cultural stereotypes promoted 
through such material (draft stage). Based on 
this initial work, we are planning on pursuing a 
broader research on culture and tourism it will 
be undertaken in the coming year. 

The study on impact of heritage tourism in 
Khajuraho was undertaken to understand 
the socio-cultural, economic and political 
environment of Khajuraho and explore 
community participation in heritage tourism. 
As a part of the study, we interviewed artisans, 
local community (men and women), Panchayat 
members, officials from the tourism and culture 
department, the Archaeological Survey of India 
and tour operators. The paper is in its final 
stage and will be completed in the coming year. 
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Market & accommodation outside the main temple complex, Khajuraho 

Capturing the various facets of tourism, Khajuraho 
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29 articles appeared in mainstream national as 
well as international media quoting EQUATIONS 
directly. Our Press Conference in Delhi on the 
Common Wealth Games and our work on Child 
Protection were the two critical occasions to 
develop our media presence and this was done 
quite successfully.

We developed on the occasion of our 25th 
anniversary a set of magnetic bookmarks 
featuring Indian Textiles on one side and a 
palindrome on tourism and responsibility for its 
impacts on the other. We were also invited to 
the Ants Café which specialises on crafts from 
the North East Region to speak on Critical issues 
in Tourism with a focus on North East India.

Some of the significant learning in the last year 
has been: 
•	 Working in solidarity with grassroots issues 

and struggles has given us the direction and 
sense of priority for our work. We have taken 
up “issues” when the need and demand 
has been articulated from the ground. 

•	 Our critical engagements on tourism policies 
and issues in the previous years have 
resulted in different Ministries and State 
governments reverting to us on our critique 

Talk on the Critical Perspectives in Tourism with a focus on the North Eastern Region at ANTS Café

ON REFLECTION: LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD   

and at times incorporating our views and 
positions. EQUATIONS is also being invited 
to input into policy spaces at the MoT, 
Planning Commission, NCPCR and the WGEEP. 

•	 The need for credible and painstaking 
research has been revalidated as well 
as the need to constantly engage in new 
areas of research in keeping with tourism 
trends. We have been commended on 
the quality of our research by Secretary 
Tourism and Member Planning Commission. 
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•	 The strategy of working with external 
researchers particularly those linked with 
communities and movements has been 
important. It does make the working 
together more complex but we believe 
that in the long run it reflects ground issues 
much better and builds stronger networks. 

MOVING AHEAD 
•	 Continue to work closely and in solidarity with 

grassroots struggles and peoples movement. 
Listen to them and learn from them. 

•	 Continue our strategy of working 
nationally – by identifying 1-2 key issues 
of strategic intervention in each region 
(special emphasis on Central and Eastern 
India, North East and Himalayan region).  

•	 Work on specific issues taking on the seeds 
or struggles, supporting it with research 
which would be collaborative in nature 
and taking ahead advocacy plans jointly. 

•	 Linking initiatives on monitoring cells, 
community based tourism impact assessment 
and an eventual national network in the 
form of the National Tourism Forum.   

•	 Take forward advocacy with government 
and policy makers and bodies such as the 
Planning Commission and state commissions.  

•	 More work with the industry, SMEs, tourism 
service providers, informal associations 
and the unorganized sector in tourism. 

•	 Focus on issues of tourism in forest and 
coastal areas, mega tourism projects, 
Panchayats and tourism as well as undertaken 
research in new areas of culture and tourism, 
PPPs, tourism impact on sexual minorities. 

•	 Towards a more innovative outreach 
and dissemination strategy leveraging 
on our website as an active resource.  

•	 Broad basing funding sources and developing 
strong internal capacity of programme 
coordinators to source grant money that 
meets strategic objectives of programmes.

KEY FUNDING SUPPORT
Our core donors Bread for the World and Misereor 
have continued to provide critical support to 
the network-building programme. EQS has been 
pursuing the idea of investing in its own office 
property. Bread for The World and Misereor has 
both been generous to commit some financial 
support towards this institution building 
initiative. We have been exploring various 
options that would meet space, budgetary and 
legal requirements.
     
The Global Forest Coalition has extended its 
support (in turn supported by Swed Bio) to 
coordinate a project to monitor REDD issues 
in India and explore the coherence between 
REDD policies and existing socially and 
environmentally forest policies and practices.

With the support of the Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund, we are working on a project 
to address the threats that unregulated tourism 
development has posed to the Western Ghats 
landscape in the Nilgiris area. 

SOMO, The Netherlands, supported us to work 
on corporate monitoring research using a case 
study approach with focus on tourism.
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EQUITABLE TOURISM OPTIONS (EQUATIONS) 
No.415, 2 C Cross, 4th Main, OMBR Layout, Banaswadi, Bangalore - 560043, Karnataka, INDIA

 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AT A GLANCE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.03.2011

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st MARCH 2011
2008-09 2009-10

ASSETS
2010-11

AMOUNT (INR) AMOUNT (INR)

 55,911.00  46,710.00   Fixed Assets  3,933,098.00 

 1,009,040.33  758,978.94   Cash and Bank Balances  1,904,585.59 

 3,672,408.00  5,015,826.00   Investments & Deposits  950,294.00 

 265,474.00  79,620.00   Loans & Advances  91,622.00 

    

 5,002,833.33  5,901,134.94 TOTAL ASSETS  6,879,599.59 
LIABILITIES

 4,707,980.48  5,651,446.58   Capital Fund 6119611.14

 25,000.00  25,000.00   Corpus Fund  25,000.00 

 269,852.85  224,688.36   Other Liabilities 734988.45

    

 5,002,833.33  5,901,134.94 TOTAL LIABILITIES  6,879,599.59 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2011

2008-09 2009-10
INCOME

2010-11
AMOUNT (INR) AMOUNT (INR)

 9,494,172.75  8,136,823.62   Grants & Donations  6,949,359.16 

 488,981.86  62,093.80   Contribution for Travel  338,580.53 

 64,528.00  10,000.00   Honorarium  -   

 173,009.00  218,049.00   Bank Interest  271,961.00 

 200.00  570.00   Miscellaneous Income  513.00 

    

 10,220,891.61  8,427,536.42 TOTAL INCOME  7,560,413.69 

EXPENDITURE

 6,433,264.78  2,243,334.79   Programme and Project Expenses  2,534,677.94 

 290,165.00  1,581,918.78   Workshops & Meetings  530,476.53 

 17,748.00  59,066.50   Staff Capacitation  22,807.00 

 3,157,257.86  2,690,977.75   Personnel Costs  3,010,282.50 

 426,988.50  368,079.50   Operational Expenses  411,557.16 

 491,346.00  421,520.00   Office Rent, Water and Electricity  476,963.00 

 18,275.00  20,530.00   Licence, Fees and Taxes  12,430.00 

 87,210.00  87,210.00   Auditor’s Remuneration  88,240.00 

 15,930.00  2,232.00   Miscellaneous Expenses  14,632.00 

 135,007.00  -     Loss on Sale of Fixed Assets  -   

 12,264.00  9,201.00   Depreciation  7,332.00 

 11,085,456.14  7,484,070.32 TOTAL EXPENDITURE  7,109,398.13 
 -    943,466.10 EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE  451,015.56 

 864,564.53  -   EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME  -   
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EVENTS THAT SAW EQUATIONS’ 
PRESENCE 2010 - 2011

Meetings:
April 2010
•	 First drafting committee meeting on 

Prevention of Offences against Children Bill 
2009 on 10th April 2010 organised by TULIR at 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

•	 Discussion on Sexual Assault Bill on 20th April 
2010 organised by Alternative Law Forum at 
Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 Second drafting meeting on Prevention of 
Offences Against Children Bill 2009  on 23rd 
April 2010 organised by TULIR at New Delhi

•	 National Political Convention on Capitalist 
Crisis and emerging Neo-liberal Challenges: 
tasks for social actions on  26th – 27th April 
2010 organised by Indian Social Action Forum 
(INSAF) at Bangalore, Karnataka

•	 Public Forum on Peoples Movements Today – 
tasks and challenges ahead on 27th April 2010 
organised by Peoples’ Solidarity Concerns at 
Bengaluru, Karnataka

May 2010
•	 Meeting on presentation of the Code of 

Conduct for Safe & Honourable Tourism on 5th 
May 2010 organised by Ministry for Tourism, 
Government of India at New Delhi

•	 First Regional consultation on the Prevention 
of Offences against Child Bill 2009 on 7th - 8th 
May 2010 organised by TULIR at Bengaluru, 
Karnataka 

•	 Second Regional consultation on the 
Prevention of Offences Against Child Bill 2009  
on 23rd  May 2010 organised by TULIR at New 
Delhi

•	 Consultative Meeting on a Theology of 
Pilgrimage for Palestine  from 18th – 23rd May 
2010 organized by Alternative Tourism Group 
in cooperation with World Council of Churches 
(WCC) / Palestine-Israel Ecumenical forum 
& Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism (ECOT) 
& Kairos Palestine at Geneva, Switzerland   

June 2010  
•	 Follow up workshop on Child Protection on 7th 

June 2010 organised by KUONI Travel Holding 
Ltd for the partners of the Kuoni Group, co-
facilitated by EQUATIONS at Kochi, Kerala

•	 Follow up workshop on Child Protection on 9th 
June 2010 organised by KUONI Travel Holding 
Ltd for the partners of the Kuoni Group, co-
facilitated by EQUATIONS at Panjim, Goa

•	 Workshop on Advocacy Impact Monitoring 
from 16th – 18th June 2010 organised by Bftw 
and EED at Gurgaon, Haryana

•	 National Consultation on the National Policy 
for Children 2010 on 30th June 2010 organised 
by Indian Alliance for Child Rights at New 
Delhi

July 2010
•	 Launch of the Code of Conduct for Safe and 

Honourable Tourism  on 1st July 2010 organised 
by Ministry of Tourism, Government of India 
at New Delhi

•	 Final consultation on the Sexual Offenses 
against Children draft bill on 4th July 2010 
organised by TULIR at Chennai, Tamil Nadu

•	 Session on critical issues on tourism with a 
group of students from Lakshadweep 6th July 
2010, organised by Kerala Institute of Travel 
and Tourism Studies and session conducted 
by conducted by EQUATIONS at Ernakulam, 
Kerala

•	 Part of a team headed by Chairperson, 
Karnataka State Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights to investigate cases of child 
abuse by tourists from 12th – 13th July 2010 at 
Gokarna, Karnataka  

•	 Workshop to develop National Plan of Action 
on 23rd July 2010 organised by Ministry of 
Tourism,  Government of India at New Delhi 

•	 Humanitarian Competition and Global 
Visioning from 14th – 16th July 2010 organized 
by the Toda Institute for Global Peace and 
Policy Research at Sydney, Australia

•	 Workshop on Women Resisting Crisis and War: 
a conference on the impacts and women’s 
responses to the economic and ecological 
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crises and wars, from 19th – 21st July 2010 
organised by APRN, GABRIELA, APWLD, ARWC 
and in partnership with Innabuyog, Karibu 
Foundation and PLAN International at Baguio 
City, Philippines

•	 Meeting with Sujit Banerjee, Secretary, 
Ministry of Tourism on 28th July 2010 at New 
Delhi

August 2010
•	 Part of a team headed by Chairperson, 

National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights to have meetings on issues related to 
sexual abuse of children by tourist at tourist 
destinations and right to education  from  8th 
– 9th August 2010 at Trivandrum, Kerala 

•	 ECPAT International’s capacity building 
workshop and South Asia Regional Network 
Resource Exchange (RNRE) Meeting from 
23rd – 25th August 2010 organised by ECPAT at 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

•	 Talk for Change for Making Tourism Sustainable, 
Equitable and Just - Regional Consultation 
on Responsible Tourism in the North Eastern 
States of India from 26th – 27th August 2010 
organised by Impulse, Shillong, EQUATIONS 
and Sikkim University at Gangtok, Sikkim 

September 2010
•	 Disordering Durable Democracies in India’s 

Northeast, a talk by M. Kikon on 21st 
September 2010 organised by Environment 
Support Group at Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Planning meeting for organizing events to 
celebrate 25 years of NBA on 23rd September 
2010 organised by Narmada Solidarity Forum 
at Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Southern Region Consultation on National 
policy for Children 2010 on 28th September 
2010 organised by MWCD, DWCD Karnataka 
and NIPPCCD at Bengaluru, Karnataka

October 2010
•	 Workshop on National Youth Policy on 9th 

October 2010 organised by Jansahayog at 
Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Consultation workshop and Investors’ Meet 
on PPP in Ecotourism on 20th October 2010 
organised by Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism 
Development Board at Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh  

•	 NBA – 25 years of struggle and reconstruction 
in Narmada Valley from 21st – 22nd October 
2010 organised by Narmada Bachao Andolan 
at Badwani, Madhya Pradesh 

•	 NAPM’s 8th Biennial Convention from 23rd  
-24th October 2010 organized by NAPM at 
Badwani, Madhya Pradesh 

•	 Stakeholder Consultation for the Five-Year 
Strategic Plan on Child Welfare and Protection 
on 27th October 2010 organised by Ministry of 
Women and Child Development, Government 
of India at New Delhi 

•	 Fact finding on Land Rights Violations 
at Achanakmar Wildlife Sanctuary 
conducted by Nadi Ghati Morcha, Baiga 
Mahapanchayat and EQUATIONS from 
29th - 31st October 2010 at Chhattisgarh 

November 2010
•	 Presentation of RTI projects by students of 

Shristi Art Design and Technology on 20th 
November 2010 at Bengaluru, Karnataka  

•	 Consultation on REDD Realities in India: Will 
the forests and forest people survive? on 25th 
November 2010 co-organised by EQUATIONS 
and NFFPFW at New Delhi

•	 Meeting for Global Movement for Justice and 
Peace to take stock of what we have been 
able to strive for a violence free society, 
especially violence against women  on 25th 
November 2010 organized by Department of 
Women’s Studies, United Theological College 
at Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 State Consultation on Community Feedback 
on Implementation of Child Rights after 
20 years of UNCRC on 26th November 2010 
organised by  Campaign Against Child Labour 
– Karnataka at  Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Open discussion on Reflections and Post-377 
Priorities on 27th November 2010 organised 
by Bengaluru Pride at Bengaluru, Karnataka 
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December 2010
•	 Seminar on water privatisation in the 

whole state of Karnataka on 1st December 
2010 organised by campaign against water 
privatisation at Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Research Conference on Development, 5th – 
6th December 2010 organised by Asia Pacific 
Research Network at Hong Kong

•	 Talk on the Critical Perspectives in Tourism 
with a focus on the North Eastern Region on 
11th December 2010 organised by The ANT 
Northeastising the Mainstream at Bengaluru, 
Karnataka

•	 Consultation towards developing the pre 
approach paper on the issues of child rights 
for the 12th Five year plan on 13th December 
2010 organised by India Alliance for Child 
Rights and Wada Na Todo Abhiyan at New 
Delhi

•	 Workshop on Business and Human Rights – the 
proposed UN Framework - Protect, Respect 
and Remedy on 16th December 2010 organised 
by Cividep at Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Strategy building workshop on India-EU FTA: 
An Assessment, from 17th - 18th December 
2010 organised by Cividep at Bengaluru, 
Karnataka

•	 National Consultation on Issues Impacting on 
Women for Inputs into the 12th Plan document 
from 18th - 19th December 2010 organised 
Women Power Connect at Chennai, Tamil 
Nadu 

January 2011
•	 Workshop on child protection, on  20th January 

2011 organised by Department of Tourism, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh at Tirupati, 
Andhra Pradesh 

•	 Workshop on Advocacy Impact Monitoring 
from 31st January – 1st February 2011 
organised by Bread for the World 
and EED at Noida, Uttar Pradesh 

February 2011
•	 Meeting on Draft Bill for Development 

Planning, Land Use Alterations, No Enforced 
Displacement and Just Resettlement & 

Rehabilitation on 10th February 2011 organised 
by NAPM Karnataka at Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 Fact Finding Mission on Land & Sea Grabbing 
issues at Kalpitiya Islands in Puttlam district 
in Sri Lanka from 23rd - 27th February 2011 
organised by Food Security Network South 
Asia, National Fisheries Solidarity Movement 
and Praja Abhilasha at Sri Lanka

•	 Meeting on Rural Tourism meeting on 28th 
February 2011 organised by Ministry of 
Tourism, Government of India at New Delhi 

March 2011
•	 Meeting with Mr. Rajen Habib Khwaja, 

Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, Government 
of India  on 3rd March 2011 at  New Delhi

•	 Workshop on Tourism as forest based 
livelihood: Development of community 
tourism in forest villages of North Bengal, 
from 4th - 5th March 2011, co-organised by 
NFFPFW, HFVO, NESPON and EQUATIONS at 
Sam Sing, Darjeeling district, West Bengal

•	 Meeting on measures to promote Code of 
Conduct for Safe & Honourable Tourism and 
measures to take forward implementation 
of the code of conduct on 10th March 2011 
organised by Ministry of Tourism, Government 
of India at New Delhi

•	 Rally and Executive Committee meeting 
on 11th March 2011 organised by Jharkhand 
Jungle Bachao Andolan at Ranchi, Jharkhand

•	 Seminar on the Theology of Tourism from 18th 
– 19th March 2011 organised by the Centre for 
Responsible Tourism at Goa

•	 State level consultation on Land Use 
Alterations, No Enforced Displacement and 
Just Resettlement & Rehabilitation on 24th 
March 2011 organised by NAPM Karnataka at 
Bengaluru, Karnataka

Publications 
•	 EQUATIONS Annual Report 2009-10

•	 Humanity – Equality – Destiny? Implicating 
Tourism in the Commonwealth Games: 2010, 
July 2010 

•	 Working Paper Series 2009-10, August 2010 
(English)
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•	 Dub par Khel, January 2011 (Hindi)

•	 Working Paper Series 2010-11, March 2011 
(English)

•	 Unholy Nexus: Male Child Sexual Exploitation 
in Pilgrim Tourism Sites in India: Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala and Orissa,  March 2011 
(reprinted in English) 

•	 Rights of the Child in the Context of Tourism, 
March 2011 (reprinted in English)

•	 Making a Difference- Dossier on Community 
Engagement on Nature Based Tourism in 
India,  March 2011 (reprinted in English)  

Papers and Statements
•	 Campaign letter and comments to 

Jairam Ramesh on Pre Draft CRZ 
Notification 2010 on 28th May 2010 
Campaign letter and comments to Dr. 
Manmohan Singh on Draft Island Protection 
Zone Notification in the context of Tourism 
on 3rd June 2010

•	 Petition to oppose plan for Section 144 
during CWG 2010 for the uninterrupted 
movement of the Commonwealth Games 
officials and athletes, 25th June 2010 
Letter to Shri. R.S. Gavai, Governor of Kerala 
expressing concerns on the Kerala Tourism 
(Conservation & Preservation of Areas) 
Amendment Bill 2010, 7th July 2010

•	 Report on Protecting Children in Tourism - A 
Shared Responsibility, 3rd August 2010

•	 Report of the Regional Consultation on 
Responsible Tourism in the North Eastern 
States, August 2010, Gangtok, Sikkim

•	 Statement on Tourism Leave Our Coasts 
Alone: Call to Protect India’s Coastal Ecology 
from Irresponsible and Unregulated Tourism 
for the World Tourism Day Statement, 27th 
September 2010

•	 Critique of Ecotourism Policy of Himachal 
Pradesh of 2005, September 2010 

•	 Article in Perspectives - Tourism in and 
around PAs – A Paradigm shift needed, 15th 
October 2010

•	 Case study on Struggling for community rights 
over forests to protect forests and sustainable 

livelihood: The case of forest villages of 
Chilapata Forests in the Duars region of West 
Bengal, November 2010, (English and Hindi)

•	 Case study on Idu Mishmis can only survive 
by protecting their forests and lands from 
outsiders, November 2010 (English and Hindi)

•	 Case study on Restoring forests and reclaiming 
the ownership and governance rights over 
forests: The case of the Indigenous Munda 
Community in Jharkhand, November 2010 
(English and Hindi)

•	 Consultation report on REDD Realities in 
India: Will the forests and forest people 
survive?, November 2010

•	 Note of Community Involvement in Ecotourism 
in Madhya Pradesh, December 2010

•	 Paper on “Development”? or “Appropriation”?, 
December 2010

•	 Fact finding report on “Land Rights 
Violations at Achanakmar Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Chhattisgarh, December 2010

•	 Letter to Sujit Banerjee on Tourism Regulation 
in Ecologically Sensitive Areas expressing the 
need to expand the scope of regulation of 
tourism beyond tiger reserves, 11th January 
2011

•	 Paper on Tourism in Forest Areas of Western 
Ghats, January 2011

•	 EQUATIONS Analysis of the Coastal Regulation 
Zone Notification 2011, March 2011

•	 Paper on Child Pornography and its Links to 
Tourism, March 2011

Translations
•	 Our Culture is not for Sale (English to Hindi) 

•	 No More Holidays from Accountability!-We 
Need Stronger Environmental Regulation for 
Tourism (English to Hindi)

•	 Ecological Commons, People and Tourism 
(English to Hindi)

•	 Child Pornography (English to Hindi)

•	 Can we Transform Tourism?  (English to Hindi)

•	 EQUATIONS comments on the draft ICZMP 
(English to Hindi)
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Contribution to Other Publications
•	 Article “Deep Waters – The Untold Story of 

Tourism and Dams” contributed to Contours 
magazine Vol. 20 No 4 ‘Incredible India?’-  
Tourism for ‘Development’ [publication of 
Ecumenical Coalition for Tourism (ECOT)], 
December 2010

•	 Summary paper on “Humanity – Equality 
– Destiny?” Implicating Tourism in the 
Commonwealth Games: 2010, contributed to 
Contours magazine Vol. 20 No 4 ‘Incredible 
India?’-  Tourism for ‘Development’ 
[publication of Ecumenical Coalition for 
Tourism (ECOT)], December 2010

•	 The case study on Restoring forests 
and reclaiming the ownership and 
governance rights over forests: The case 
of the Indigenous Munda Community in 
Jharkhand was published by Sarvoday Press 
Service Bulletin in Hindi, February 2011 

Visual Materials 
•	 EQUATIONS bookmark – Celebrating 25 years 

– 7 types, September 2010

Media Reports and Press Releases 
Press Release
•	 Press conference - Release of report on 

Implicating Tourism in the Commonwealth 
Games 2010 and a panel discussion organised 
by EQUATIONS in collaboration with Housing 
and Land Rights Network, 27th July 2010, New 
Delhi 

•	 Fact Finding Mission on Land and Sea 
Grabbing Issues at Kalpitiya Islands in Puttlam 
District in Sri Lanka, in collaboration with 
Food Security Network South Asia, National 
Fisheries Solidarity Movement Praja Abhilasha 
and EQUATIONS, March 2011

Print Media: 
•	 “Police crackdown on child abuse welcomed”, 

Cath news India, 27.04.2010

•	 “Union Minister of Tourism Kumari Selja 
Unveils Code of Conduct for Safe and 
Honourable Tourism”, Press Information 
Bureau, Government of India, 01.07.2010

•	 “India adopts code for safe tourism”, 
Hindustan Times, New Delhi edition, 
01.07.2010

•	 “Tourism Min unveils Code of Conduct for 

Safe and Honourable Tourism”, new Kerala.
com, 01.07.2010

•	 “Code of conduct for safe and honourable 
tourism unveiled”, newstrackindia.com, 
01.07.2010 

•	 “Govt announces code of ethics to curb sex 
tourism during CWG”, Times of India, New 
Delhi edition, 02.07.2010 

•	 “Ministry unveils code of conduct for tourism 
industry”, the Hindu, New Delhi edition, 
02.07.2010

•	 “Kumari Selja, Union Minister of Tourism 
unveils code of conduct for Safe and 
Honourable Tourism”, Travel BizMonitor, 
02.07.2010

•	 “Code of conduct for safe and honourable 
tourism unveiled”, Indian vision.com, 
02.07.2010

•	 “Selja Unveils Code of Conduct for Safe and 
Honourable Tourism” international news and 
views, 02.07.2010 

•	 “Global sports events a trafficking hazard?”, 
Times of India, New Delhi edition, 03.07.2010 

•	 “Predators on the Prowl”, India Today 
magazine, 09.07.2010

•	 “Tourism Act encroaches upon powers of LSGs 
NGO”, The New Indian Express, Trivandrum 
edition, 10.07.2010

•	 “NGO expresses concern over tourism Bill”, 
The Hindu, Trivandrum edition, 12.07.2010

•	 “The boy zone”, Times of India, Mumbai 
edition, 18.07.2010

•	 “1 lakh tourists for Games. Really?”, Hindustan 
Times, New Delhi edition, 27.07.2010

•	 “Games rush claim exaggerated, says NGO 
report”, The Times of India, New Delhi 
edition, 28.07.2010

•	 “Commonwealth Games will not boost 
tourism, says report”, The Hindu, New Delhi 
edition, 28.07.2010
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•	 “Will India’s Commonwealth Games be a 
source of shame”, Financial Times, New Delhi 
edition, 28.07.2010

•	 “Not Too Random-Games people play, 
31.07.2010, http://sankarrad.blogspot.
com/2010/07/games-people-play.html 

•	 “Child exploitation advocacy campaign goes 
international-Northern Dispatch”, (nordis) 
Weekly, 22.08.2010

•	 “NE tourism stakeholders to brainstorm 
at Gangtok for responsible tourism code”, 
Sikkim Express, Gangtok edition, 25.08.2010

•	 “NE Tourism conference has an eye for future 
prospects”, Imphal Free Press, Gangtok 
edition, 26.08.2010

•	 “No tourists in sight – Commonwealth Games 
and Tourism”, BBC Hindi, 28.08.2010

•	 “State tourism policy scrutinized by various 

concerned organizations”, Meghalaya Times, 
Gangtok edition, 29.08.2010

•	 “The Equal and Opposite Effect”, 
Transnational Institute, 30.08.2010,  
http://www.tni.org/article/equal-and-
opposite-effect

•	 “Myriad Faces Of Tourism”, Outlook Business 
Magazine, 04.09.2010

•	 “Male prostitution, it’s common!”, Times of 
India, Bangalore edition, 18.10.2010

•	 “Tourism Project In Kalpitiya Islands”, 
01.03.2011, www.lankanewsweb.com

Audio – Visual Media
•	 Interview on CWG, Headlines Today, 30th July 

2010

•	 CWG - Tourism, BBC News Hindi, 28th August 
2010

MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND EXTENDED TEAMS
EQUATIONS Managing Committee (2010-2011)

Sl. No. Name Designation
1 Adv. Mario Pinto Almeida President

2 Dr Ravi Chellam Secretary

3 Raja Chidambaram Treasurer

4 Rosemary Viswanath Director, (ex-officio)

5 Antony Varghese Staff Representative, (ex-officio)



39

EQUATIONS STAFF TEAM AS OF 31ST MARCH 2011

Sl. 
No. Programme Programme 

Coordinator

Programme 
Resource Team/
Team members

1 National Networking Aditi Chanchani

Ananya Dasgupta* / 
Saroop Roy* / Swathi 
Seshadri / Aditi 
Chanchani / S Vidya

2 Central India Networking
Ananya Dasgupta* / 
Swathi Seshadri

3 East India Networking
Ananya Dasgupta* / 
Swathi Seshadri

4 Islands Aditi Chanchani

5 North India Networking Aditi Chanchani

6 Northeast India Networking
Aditi Chanchani* / 
Swathi Seshadri 

7
Andhra Pradesh State Networking 
Programme

S Vidya

8
Karnataka State Networking 
Programme

S. Vidya

9
Kerala State Networking 
Programme

Saroop Roy* / 
S Vidya

10
Tamil Nadu State Networking 
Programme

Saroop Roy* / 
S Vidya

11 West India Networking Aditi Chanchani

12 Child and Tourism S Vidya Aditi Chanchani 

13 Economic Impacts and Tourism Rosemary Viswanath
Aditi Chanchani / Swathi 
Seshadri

14
Ecosystem, Communities and 
Tourism

Shweta Narayan* / 
Rosemary Viswanath

Saroop Roy*

15 Governance, Law and Tourism Ananya Dasgupta*

16 Women and Tourism S Vidya* / Surabhi Singh

17 Tourism Resource Centre Rosemary Viswanath
Vipin Thomas* / Jyothis 
Sreekumar / Sharmila 
Sundaresan

18 Institutional Support Services Antony Varghese
Rakesh Stephen / 
Shantakumari / Rajiv Das 

* For part of the year
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SHORT TERM AND PROJECT BASED CONTRACTS

Sl. No. Name of the staff Projects
1 Varun Santosh CEPF Project

2 Mari M CEPF Project
3 Pramila Sequeira Information Management

4 Samuel Sathyaseelan Child Labour & Tourism

5 Sinduja Krishnan CEPF Project

STAFF CAPACITY BUILDING 
Internal Capacity Building 
Workshops for EQUATIONS staff
•	 28 May 2010 – Google Reader

•	 12 November 2010 – Learning Disabilities

•	 3 December 2010 – Mental Models– A learning 
discipline

•	 10 December 2010 – Google Reader

•	 14 December 2010 – Active Listening 

•	 6 January 2011 – Google Search

•	 7 January 2011 – Self Awareness I

•	 18 January 2011 – Self Awareness II

•	 7 February 2011 – Session 1 – GIS (overview of 
GIS, usage of the GPS unit, importing data, 
introduction to open source software)

•	 15 February 2011 – Session 2 – GIS (Using 
Google Earth, geo-referencing, file formats) 

•	 28 February 2011 – Session 3 – GIS (Training 
in using Quantum GIS software, Sorting and 
Classification, Visualization of the data on 
the base maps)

•	 25 March 2011 – Session 4 – GIS (Using 
Quantum GIS software- creating maps using 
print composer) 

External Capacity Building 
Workshops
•	 S Vidya and Aditi Chanchani attended the 

Workshop on Impact Monitoring of Advocacy 
Work at Gurgaon in June 2010

•	 Surabhi Singh attended the Group Relations 
Conference on Exploring and Managing 
Differences at Bangalore in March 2011

•	 Antony Varghese is pursuing Diploma in 
Financial Management (TISS and FMSF)

EXTENDED TEAMS AND ADVISORY 
SUPPORT
We invited many people to contribute their 
expertise and skills to our work in the form of 
research and to design our publications and 
communication materials. 

Research Support 
Aasha Ramesh (Dossier on Women and Tourism), 
Anibel Ferus-Comelo (Corporate Accountability 
in Tourism), Divya Badami Rao (Commonwealth 
Games 2010, Delhi), Himanshu Upadhyaya 
(International Financial Institutions and 
Tourism), Mamata Dash (preliminary Assessment 
of trends in tourism development in Chilika 
Lake area in Orissa and its impacts), Meghnath 
Choudhury (Rights of people in the context of 
PESA, implementation of FRA and expansion 
of tourism in Jharkhand), Souparna Lahiri 
(Phase 2 of research on implementation of a 
national monitoring campaign on proposed 
policies on REDD), Vimal bhai (Status report of 
tourism development on the Bhagirathi river, 
Uttarakhand). 

Our GB members K T Suresh and Dr Ravi Chellam 
also supported us in advisory capacities on our 
paper to the Western Ghats Expert Ecology 
Panel, as well as our work on forest issues.

Translation Support
•	 Chinmay Mishra

•	 Mayflower Language Services

•	 Nidhi Agarwal
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Design and Communications 
Support
•	 C Senses

•	 Focus Communications

•	 National Printing Press

•	 Neelima P Aryan

•	 Print Xpress

•	 Smriti Chanchani

•	 Tara Goswami

•	 W Q Judge Press

EQUATIONS INTERNAL SEMINAR 
SERIES
•	 Shaktiman Gosh and Pratap Sahu, Issues 

surrounding hawkers and street vendors in 
various towns and cities and the Initiatives 
of the National Hawkers Federation, 29 April 
2010

•	 Divya Badami Rao, Research on Commonwealth 
Games, 2010, Delhi, 29 June 2010

•	 Peeyush Sekhsaria, Green practices in tourism 
industry, 29 November 2010

•	 Sabitha Lorenz and Varun Santhosh, Tourism 
Impact Assessment framework, 21 and 24 
January 2011 

INTERNS AND VOLUNTEERS IN EQUATIONS (2010-2011)  
AND THEIR WORK

We have had a rich contribution from interns and volunteers. Their details are given below: 

Sl. 
No.

Name Academic 
Course 

 Institution Period of 
Intern-

ship 
(Weeks)

Program-
me 

Worked 
With

Research On

1 Umar Fikry Final Year, 
Social Work

St Josephs 
College, 
Bangalore

5th April to 
5th May 2010 
(4.5 weeks)

Island 
Networking

Research 
on tourism 
development, 
tourism policy & 
climate change 
in Lakshadweep 
Islands with 
lessons and 
learnings from 
the Maldives

2 Vishal 
Srinivas

First year, Law Christ 
University, 
Bangalore

9th April to 
10th May 
2010 (4 
weeks)

Economic 
Impacts and 
Tourism

Paper on 
Corporate Social 
Responsibility 
within the Hotel 
industry

3 Aditya Kini First year, Law Christ 
University, 
Bangalore

9th April to 
10th May 
2010 (4 
weeks)

Child and 
Tourism

Research study 
on developing 
a frame work 
on child labour 
and its links to 
tourism

4 Jenny 
Eriksson

Master’s in 
Human Rights 

University of 
Gothenburg in 
Sweden

12th April 
to 30th May 
2010 (7 
weeks)

Economic 
Impacts and 
Tourism  

Preliminary 
research on 
water and 
tourism with a 
case study of 
Goa
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5 Rosa 
Thomas 

Second Year, 
Law  

ILS-Law 
College, Pune

15th April to 
4th May 2010 
(2.5 weeks)

Child and 
Tourism

Mapping 
incidence of 
Child Abuse links 
to tourism in 
India

6 Mary 
Dominic

Second Year, 
Arts 

St. Xavier’s 
College, 
Mumbai

15th to 30th 
April 2010 (2 
weeks)

Tourism 
Resource 
Center

Reviews of 
Tourism films 
and Annotated 
Bibliography 
of resources 
on Economic 
Impacts of 
Tourism

7 Mannat 
Randhawa 

First year, 
Media 

Symbiosis 
Institute of 
Media and 
Communication 
(UG), Pune

11th May 
to 9th June 
2010 (4.5 
weeks)

Tourism 
Resource 
Centre 

Synopses for 
EQUATIONS 
publications

8 Kiran Gupta Master’s in 
Inter-national 
Relations 

London 
Metropolitan 
University, UK

29th June to 
30th August 
2010 (5 
weeks)

Ecosystems, 
Comm-
unities and 
Tourism

Study of 
certification 
schemes 
for tourism 
establishments 
– Implications 
for small and 
communities 
based operators

9 Ulrike 
Repnik 

Master’s in 
Intercultural 
Competencies

Danube-
University 
Krems, Austria, 
Europe

19th July to 
13th August 
2010 (4 
weeks)

Women and 
Tourism

Informal sector 
and women’s 
realities and 
rights in tourism

10 Julia Buhler Diploma in 
Geography

Westfälische 
Wilhelms 
University 
of Münster, 
Germany

29th  
September 
to 27th 
November 
2010 (8.5 
weeks)

Economic 
Impacts and 
Tourism

Compilation of 
projects funded 
by International 
Financial 
Institutions in 
India, Africa 
and a few Asian 
countries   

11 Annika Putz M.A. in 
Ethnology

Freie 
Universität 
Berlin, Germany

12th October 
2010 to 21st 
March, 2011 
(22 weeks)

Tourism 
Resource 
Centre

Paper on tourism 
and culture 
and research 
study on Impact 
of interaction 
between tourists 
and local 
communities
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12 Coralie 
Gainza 

Bachelor’s 
in Tourism 
and Event 
Management 

France 18th to 29th 
October 
2010 (2 
weeks)

Ecosystems, 
Comm-
unities and 
Tourism

Map of tourism 
sites in the 
Western Ghats

13 Leonardo 
Arcati

MSc in 
Ecotourism

Edinburgh 
Napier 
University, 
Edinburgh,

8th  
November 
2010 to 7th  
January 
2011 (9 
weeks)

Ecosystems, 
Comm-
unities and 
Tourism

Policy Analysis 
of the Tamil 
Nadu Ecotourism 
Policy and 
compilation of 
state ecotourism 
policies and 
guidelines

14 Sabitha 
Lorenz

Social 
geography/ 
geo sciences,
and tourism 
economy

University of 
Munich

8th 
November 
2010 to 15th 
May 2011 
(27 weeks)

Ecosystems, 
Comm-
unities and 
Tourism

Study on Green 
practises 
of hotels 
and resorts 
and tourism 
establishments: 
Case studies 
from Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu, 
developing the 
Tourism Impact 
Assessment 
Framework, 
GIS mapping 
of tourism 
development in 
Sigur Plateau 

ACRONYMS USED
ADB - Asian Development Bank 
APRN - Asia Pacific Research Network
BOT - Build Operate Transfer
CBD - Convention on Biological Diversity
CBT - Community Based Tourism
CEPF - Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund
CMZ - Coastal Management Zone Notification 
2006
CrPC - Criminal Procedure Code, 1973
CRZ - Coastal Regulation Zone Notification 
1991
CSOs - Civil Society Organisations
DoT - Department of Tourism
DWCD - Department of Women and Child 
Development
ECPAT - End Child Prostitution, Child 
Pornography and Trafficking of Children for 

Sexual Purposes
ECOT - Ecumenical Coalition on Tourism 
EIA - Environment Impact Assessment 
EU-India - European Union - India 
FSNSA - Food Security Network South Asia 
FRA - Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 
Act, 2006
FTA - Free Trade Agreement 
GFC - Global Forest Coalition
GoI - Government of India
GSTC - Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria
HIV/AIDS - Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) and Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) 
HNA - Him Niti Abhiyan 
IACR - India Alliance for Child Rights 
IFFM - International Fact Finding Mission 
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IFI - International Financial Institutions
IIPT - International Institute for Peace through 
Tourism
INSAF - Indian Social Action Forum
IM - Impact Monitoring
IPZ - Island Protection Zone Notification, 2010
JIC - Japan Investment Council
JBIC - Japan Bank of International Cooperation 
KSCPCR - Karnataka State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights
MHA - Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 
India
MoEF - Ministry of Environment and Forest, 
Government of India
MPEDB - Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism 
Development Board
MoT - Ministry of Tourism, Government of India
MWCD - Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, Government of India
NAFSO - National Fish workers Solidarity 
Movement
NAPM - National Alliance of People’s 
Movements
NCF - Nature Conservation Foundation
NCPCR - National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights
NEPA - North East Peoples Alliance
NER Vision 2020 - North Eastern Region Vision 
2020
NFFPFW - National Forum of Forest People and 
Forest Workers 
NGM - Nadi Ghati Morcha
NIPCCD - National Institute for National 
Institute of Public Cooperation and Child 
Development
NESPON - North Eastern Society for 
Preservation of Nature
NTCA - National Tiger Conservation Authority
PESA - Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas 
Act 1996
PPP - Private Public Partnership
PTIWG - Peace Tourism International Working 
Group
REDD - Reduce Emissions from Deforestation 
and forest Degradation

RSS - Really Simple Syndication
RT - Responsible Tourism 
RTI - Right to Information
SEZ - Special Economic Zones
STZ - Special Tourism Zones
SC & ST - Schedule Cast and Schedule Tribe
SLRTC - State Level Responsible Tourism 
Committee
STF - Sustainable Tourism Forums
TOR - Terms of Reference
TRC - Tourism Resource Centre 
UNCRC - United Nation Convention on Rights of 
the Child
UNICEF - United Nations Children’s Fund
UNODC - United Nation Office of Drugs and 
Crimes 
UNWTO - World Tourism Organisation
WB - World Bank
WNTA - Wada Na Todo Abhiyan
YMCA - Young Men’s Christian Association
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