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The links between tourism and the abuse of children
in the form of child sexual abuse, child trafficking,
child prostitution, pornography and child sex
tourism, and child labour have been established.
The myths of child sexual abuse being limited to Goa
and Kerala and isolated to foreign tourists alone
have also been proved wrong with a series of studies
undertaken over the years, highlighting links
between tourism and the rampant existence of child
sexual abuse spreading to Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Orissa, Andhra
Pradesh, Pondicherry, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Delhi and attributable to domestic
tourists as well.

THE CONTEXT OF OUR WORK
Displacement of people, destruction of livelihoods
and devastation of natural resources has been a
major cost of the development path pursued in this
country. Struggles and protests across the country
bring out the plight of all those who are exploited,
displaced, and further marginalised in the process
of nation building. Corporations seem to have taken
over the tasks of planning, law and policy making,
regulation and decisions in the country!
The Planning Commission of India’s Eleventh Five
Year Plan (2007-12) in its section on tourism focuses
on marketing, promotion, investment, and
infrastructure support required for the expansion
and promotion of the tourism sector. Mid-way in its
implementation of the 11th Plan, the Planning
Commission and the Ministry of Tourism called for a
mid-term review of the progress and based on
suggestions of the consultative group a revision in
the plans and budgets is foreseen.

There is also growing evidence of an increase in
child pornography because of lax regulatory regimes
and mechanisms, and this has also been confirmed
by the Interpol. Given the dismal conviction rate it
was an important step that in November 2009 the
first case was registered using a section related to
curbing child pornography under the Information
Technology (Amendment) Act 2008.

However a drastic shift in the way tourism is
developed and promoted is unlikely as the Ministry
of Tourism’s priority focus remains infrastructure,
investments and more tourists. To achieve this they
plan to come up with more schemes, open up more
regions and create more products. In the coming
years, their focus will be on infrastructure,
domestic tourism and skill development.
Responding to the pressure of organisations such as
EQUATIONS, the Ministry of Tourism has at long last
acknowledged the negative impacts on children and
initiated steps to protect children and in creating
guidelines that address the fragility of the various
ecosystems. However on the issue of climate
change and tourism they remain silent.

The need for protection of the coastal ecology and
livelihoods of local communities from industrial
activities in coastal areas continues. The Ministry of
Environment and Forests’ (MoEF) decision to
replace the existing Coastal Regulation Zone
Notification (CRZ) notification of 1991 with a
Coastal Management Zone (CMZ) notification was
widely opposed as it would result in further dilution
of regulation. Another environmental regulation
that has sparked wide spread public debate
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) notification,
2006. Prior to 2006 certain types of tourism projects
on the coasts and hilly areas required prior
environmental clearance from the MoEF. These
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requirements have been considerably diluted
existing regulations leading to grant of
environmental clearance to large infrastructure
projects without mandatory EIA studies and lack of
transparency in environmental clearance. Along
with this the government’s push for new authorities
like the National Green Tribunal and a National
Environment Protection Authority (NEPA)
outsources the MoEF’s responsibility in monitoring
compliance of projects granted environmental
clearance, have been decried by civil society
organisations.

accountability, consultation, equity and community
rights. We are up against a government machinery
that believes in a neo-liberal economic philosophy
and model for India. In tourism, the implications of
this paradigm have been support to corporate-led
tourism development, centralisation of policy and
decision-making and as a consequence reduced
powers to local governments; infrastructure-led
tourism development and a strain on natural
resources. The role of international financial
institutions and large corporate houses in
influencing development and de-regulation is
increasing in all sectors in India, including tourism.
Another trend is of IFIs, especially the World Bank
and Asian Development Bank, increasing investing in
tourism and tourism linked infrastructure.

Tourism continues to make inroads into ecologically
fragile areas rich in natural resources. Local
communities in these areas have been subject to
displacement and marginalisation under the stated
agenda of conservation. The opening of the same
areas for tourism sharpens the conflict for natural
resources between local communities and the
tourism industry. Unregulated tourism activities
have also led to degradation of ecosystems and
adverse impacts on wildlife in tourism sites. The
participation of local communities in shaping
tourism development through participatory
planning, regulation of tourism activities in their
regions remains limited. Community based tourism
ventures that are sustainable and based on
participatory processes still form a minority of
tourism projects.

The country is witnessing crisis with the
government’s policy of investment and
infrastructure oriented growth. To accommodate
such investments, the trend has been towards
diluting regulatory frameworks on land use and land
holdings. Land acquisition for development
(including tourism) continues unabated leading to
displacement of local communities, destruction of
livelihoods restricting their access to natural
resources and means of livelihood. These have
brought to the forefront the growing link between
land, displacement and tourism. The state
governments are into developing land banks for
industries. They are auctioning and leasing out land
that communities depend on for livelihood and
sustenance for industrial and commercial activities
like tourism. The central and state planning bodies
are also proposing and supporting the move. The
Tourism Section of 11th Five Year Plan proposes
“state governments would be encouraged to set up
land banks and streamline procedures and practices
to facilitate investment in tourism sector.” The
country is also witnessing privatisation of commons
by industries like tourism – tourism activities
consuming common property spaces and resources
that local communities have used for generations
for livelihoods and have been integral part of their
existence, culture and tradition.

A recent trend is the push of standards in the form of
certification of tourism establishments by
international bodies. Our concern is that with
limited financial and technical expertise to
undertake certification processes and the nature of
small operations they will not be able to comply
with such top down standards thus placing them at a
competitive disadvantage vis-à-vis established
players.
Tourism’s contribution to economic development
has most often been the reason given for the
introduction of this sector to a region. However
serious questions such as who really benefits from
tourism – who get employed, at what level, what is
the nature of employment, what is the income
earned, how much is retained within the local
economy, how much is leaked out, remain
unanswered. The economic and trade policy debate
in India is continuing to pose serious challenges for
those engaging with questions of democratic

Another trend is the reversal of the process of
decentralisation of governance – causing a setback
to grassroots democracy. In areas with tourism
potential, powers and duties of the Local Self
Governing Institutions (LSGIs) are being insidiously
being passed on to Development Authorities.
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identify issues related to tourism expansion, study
environmental and social impacts of nature based
tourism practices, research on the rights of the
indigenous communities (adivasis) under
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act,
1996 (PESA), Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006 (FRA) vis-à-vis expansion of tourism, and
widen the debates on tourism impacts.

Women continue to be marginalised and pushed to a
subordinate category in the society and are
subjected to discrimination of all kinds. Apart from
sexual violence which is used as a weapon against
women universally, women are still denied their
rights with regard to property, maintenance, labour
protection, equal wages and many other basic rights
associated with citizenship. Patriarchy overshadows most efforts towards changing the societal
equations and bring in gender justice and equality.
When tourism restricts community access to natural
resources or contributes to its depletion, it is
women not only as homemakers, but also as
community members, who suffer the most. When
tourism displaces people from traditional
livelihoods or worse physically displaces them, the
worst affected are women and children. The social
safety nets breaks, and they are forced to adopt
forms of survival that are less secure and more
exploitative. Many fall prey to trafficking and
sexual slavery or are forced to adopt sex tourism as
a means of alternative livelihood option.
Governments’ unwillingness to regulate tourism
and its expansion has resulted in expansion of sex
tourism, HIV/AIDS and trafficking in the country.

According to the Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, 125 districts spread over 9
States in central India and adjoining areas, the
people’s uprising has been labelled as naxalsim and
even terrorism by government, both at the centre
and the state. Studies and reports undertaken by
various bodies including Planning Commission of
India states that the adivasis in the region have been
and continue to face systematic dispossession from
their land and natural resources.
In Madhya Pradesh (MP) a state which is rich in forest
based natural resources; protected areas are
experiencing increase in number of constructions of
hotels, resorts and other tourism activities. More
and more protected areas are being opened up for
nature based tourism by the Forest Department.
Though the state has been lauded for its effort
towards implementation of PESA, civil society
alleges that the state has never consulted Gram
Sabhas before land acquisition and related
displacements and rehabilitation and
implementation of FRA is inadequate. Nonimplementation of PESA and FRA and overall push
for infrastructure development has led
marginalisation of local communities. Our research
studies have shown that tourism expansions have no
involvement, benefit or consent of local
communities.

Tourism advertisements and brochures portray
women as objects of desire and consumption –
thereby commodifying women in tourism. The
UNWTO as well as other tourism promoting bodies
claim that tourism benefits women – specifically
through employment opportunities. However this
remains to be empirically proven. Tourism policy
and practice continues to be gender blind and does
little to mitigate adverse effects or empower
women in the context of tourism. EQUATIONS effort
has been to bring in women’s perspectives in laws,
policies and plans related to tourism. Specific focus
has been laid on women’s needs and their rights visà-vis tourism.

Reports from Jharkhand which is primarily a PESA
area with huge forest resources, show similar trends
of Protected Areas being opened up for tourism
activities. Jharkhand was formed on the basis of the
struggles of adivasis. Ironically, no panchayat
elections have been conducted in the state towards
implementation of PESA. The state government has
shown no political will towards implementing FRA.
In March 2007, the government proudly announced a
new product, claiming it to the first ever in India mining tourism. Soon after the UPA government
resumed power at the Centre, in July 2009 MoT

The spotlight on regions and states of India takes
note of specific trends that we aim to be attentive
to in the course of our work in the coming years.

Central India
During the last three years, EQUATIONS has focused
on intervening and studying tourism in central India
in the three states of Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand
and Chhattisgarh. Our approach has been to
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declared promoting tourism in Naxal affected
states like Orissa and Jharkhand - promote niche
tourism products like caravan tourism and heliport
tourism. The state has just come out with
Jharkhand Tourism Policy, 2009. Giving tourism
industry status, the policy primarily focuses on
tourism promotion. The objective of the policy talks
about ensuring accelerated development of tourism
related infrastructure and promote private sector
participation in the development of tourism with
government facilitating development of necessary
infrastructure in the State. The newly proposed law
Jharkhand Tourism Development and Registration
Act, 2009 proposes constitution of Tourism
Development Authorities in places with tourism
potential.

business and employment opportunities within the
state. The government is keen on spending the
tourism fund in augmenting hospitality
infrastructure and various Public-Private
Partnership models. Rampant exploitation of the
coast by the tourism industry is evident from reports
in the state. Soon after the devastating cyclone
Ailya in May 2009, the state government has been
gearing up to expand infrastructure in Sunderbans
area.

Islands
Tourism has been identified as a priority sector for
development in Andaman & Nicobar (A&N) Islands.
Both the Ministry of Tourism and A&N Islands
Administration have privileged development of the
tourism sector with incentives for industry
investment & promotional campaigns. After the
tsunami of December 2005 rebuilding efforts have
banked on tourism as the main economic activity.
There is a need to change the model of tourism
development in order to make it more sustainable
and participatory. We undertook comprehensive
research on impacts of tourism in the Andaman
Islands - Rethink Tourism in the Andamans – Building
a Base for Sustainable Tourism. The study
highlighted the lack of a sensible, sustainable and
planned approach to tourism development in the
Islands. EQUATIONS has been actively involved in
influencing a more participatory and consultative
process of formulating a new tourism policy for the
Islands. EQUATIONS hopes to continue its
engagement with stakeholders in the Islands
through continuing awareness building on tourism
impacts.

The Government of Chhattisgarh has also viewed
tourism as a way forward to economic
development. The State Tourism Policy proposes
tourism promotion through infrastructure
strengthening and promotion of ecotourism, ethnic
tourism and adventure tourism. The state is driving
towards heavy infrastructure development as a
measure towards expansion of tourism, and opening
up more and more protected areas for tourism
activities. With the adoption of Chhattisgarh
Special Peoples' Security Act 2005, dissenting voices
have been severely stifled.

East India
Orissa, an extremely resource rich state, is the hot
spot for investments by various companies. Its rich
mineral resources are being extracted by both
domestic and international corporations. Being the
first state in India to declare ‘tourism’ as an
industry in 1986, Orissa government is in the pursuit
of expanding tourism in various forms and kinds.
Several projects are getting promoted in natural
resource-rich areas like Chilika, Puri, Rayagada,
Sundergarh, Malkangiri, Kalahandi, Sambalpur and
Balangir.

Analysing tourist statistics for Lakshadweep
indicate a decline in foreign tourist arrivals mainly
due to restrictions imposed on visitors and lack of
communication facilities. The Lakshadweep
administration hopes to put in place the Maldivian
model of tourism. The focus is on developing the
Agatti airport and creation of new heliports. The
introduction of seaplanes, encouraging cruise
tourism, lagoon villas and cottages are on the cards
with little mention of the climate change impacts
on the Islands.

West Bengal Government has also initiated
measures to boost tourism in the state. The state
came up with revised Tourism Policy in 2008. It
provides that a special clearance mechanism will
operate for expediting decisions on tourism
projects. The policy calls for creating potent
4

North India

Karnataka ranks high on domestic tourist visits
among the Indian states. The governments have
emphasized development of tourism infrastructure
particularly through the public – private partnership
model.

The western Himalayan regions of India have always
been popular tourist destinations. The state
governments are pushing for the development of
tourism by attracting investments from the private
sector. The governments have also approached IFIs
such as the ADB to finance tourism linked
infrastructure.

Karnataka has been a favoured destination for the
World Bank and Asian Development Bank for
financial operations and policy advice. Policies on
many of its basic amenities such as health care
services, education, urban infrastructure and water
supply are being driven by Multilateral Development
Banks (MDBs). These policies are being pushed
through loan conditions and direct financing by
transnational corporations. In the light of growing
investments in Karnataka, there has been growing
regional disparity in terms of economic and social
development.

These fragile mountain ecosystems over the past
decades are witness to many ‘development
projects’ ranging from big dams, mining,
urbanisation, SEZs, tourism that have impacted the
local communities and the environment adversely –
displacement, loss of livelihood, degradation of the
environment, loss of forest cover, access to
resources. Another impact starting to be felt is of
climate change – with temperatures rising and
glaciers receding. Having faced the brunt of adverse
impacts, the local community has started
retaliating - some by starting their own communitybased tourism initiatives while others by outright
opposing large scale tourism projects.

In November 2009, Karnataka Tourism Policy 200914 was launched, which banks on both Public Private
Partnership (PPP) and regular projects through
appropriate structuring and innovative financing.
Media articles indicated that the policy aims to tap
the states full potential and help the tourism
industry achieve its exponential growth. The policy
provides thrust to home stay scheme, cultural and
heritage tourism, besides classifying the taluks in
Karnataka into five zones to provide incentives and
concessions.

Northeast India
The North eastern region of India is emerging as a
prime region for nature based tourism. Concerted
efforts have been undertaken by various ministries
to promote it as a safe destination and liberalise
legislations to ensure larger volume of tourists
staying longer durations. However this region is
witness to long-standing struggles, ethnic strife,
political movements of various shades, insurgency,
self-determination and freedom struggles, the
human and humanitarian problems of migrants and
refugees as well as the realities of economic crises,
poor connectivity, drugs and arms trafficking and
HIV AIDS, none of which tourism policy makers and
planners take into consideration.

Although the buzz word of the current Kerala
government has been responsible tourism since it
assumed the office in 2006, it is time to take stock of
the implementation of the initiative in the pilot
destinations of Kovalam, Kumarakom, Thekkady and
Wayanad. We are members of the State Level
Responsible Tourism Committee and plan to
continue to monitor the progress of this initiative in
that role as well.
Last year saw an increase in cases of male child
abuse by foreign tourists that has come to the
limelight in Kovalam. With pressure from civil
society organisations, in which a key role was played
by EQUATIONS, “Kovalam Vigil” was initiated by the
Tourism Department to address this issue, but has
since then fizzled out. The State’s responses to
environmental issues in relation to tourism were
limited. Although in 2007, the government initiated
a demolition drive at Munnar on the illegal tourism

South India
Andhra Pradesh has pushed ahead in promoting the
tourism industry and the government views this as a
powerful growth engine. It expects to leverage on
its historical, religious, and leisure sites, existing or
potential, its central location in India, and its long
coastline, on which it can build a considerable
tourism sector.
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constructions, it could not sustain the efforts due to
political pressure. The rampant violations of the
CRZ notification and the illegal constructions along
the coast remain unaddressed. The state tourism
department claim the funds under the Tsunami
Rehabilitation Plan for coastal tourism projects
even in non-tsunami hit areas, and these were
mostly for beautification. The push for tourism
activities in forest areas is still on the cards and the
Kerala Forest Development Corporation has
included tourism as one of its core activities.

investments. Maharashtra on the one hand is
relaxing legislations which is leading to lands of
indigenous people being acquired, while
Gujarat has not adhered to recommendations in
relation to rehabilitation and resettlement of
displaced people due to dam projects and on
lands acquired under the guise of public purpose
tourism is being planned.

OUR WORK IN 2009-2010

The Tamil Nadu government thrust on tourism is by
developing new destinations and familiarizing /
promoting the little known destinations. Tamil
Nadu’s 1000 km coastline with estuaries,
backwaters and mangrove swamps is being used to
develop beach tourism and other water based
recreational activities. This boom in beach tourism
has led to hectic hotel construction activity with
the Centre urging the State Government to help
identify suitable land to accelerate the pace of
hotel construction. Tourism development in Tamil
Nadu is highly unregulated and the state tourism
policies and programmes hardly address the needs
of the local communities.

Building Networks on Tourism: Interventions in
the Indian states
Kerala
Monitoring a move by the Kerala government to
conduct a feasibility study to reclaim sea for
developmental projects in Kerala, we alerted
network partners Kerala Swatantra Matsya
Thozhilali Federation (KSMTF) and other
environmental organisations at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. KSMTF led the
campaign which involved a series of planning
meetings in July 2009 along with many civil
society organisations and representatives of
political parties. Our argument that the idea of
reclamation is a clear violation of the CRZ
notification was central to the campaign. Under
public pressure, the state government did not
undertake the feasibility study.

West India
The three coastal states of Goa, Gujarat and
Maharastra have in the past couple of years come
out with tourism policies & plans that lay down the
path tourism development intends to take. While
Goa is still a popular choice of tourists, Gujarat and
Maharastra are attempting to create & expand their
tourism products to cover aspects like culture,
heritage, pilgrim, rural, wildlife, adventure &
festivals & events. The tourism cycle in each of
these states is a different level. With Goa having
been witness to tourism (in the way we understand
it now) much before the other two states, has also
had to bear the brunt of the adverse impacts of
tourism. To work towards negating these impacts,
church groups have come forward to work with local
communities and sections of the tourism industry
whose voices usually do not get heard – shack
owners, taxi driver & owners, small and medium
scale enterprises and hawkers & vendors.
Maharashtra and Gujarat are increasingly beginning
to focus on tourism & trying to woo in large scale

This year saw active work on taking further the
issue of protection of children in tourism. In
March 2009 Department of Tourism, Kerala
(DoTK) initiated a campaign ‘Kovalam Vigil: Zero
Tolerance on Child Abuse’ and developed
awareness material for tourists and local
people. However DoTK abandoned its
responsibility to sustain the campaign and to
make sure the mechanisms for protection of
children in Kerala are in place.
EQUATIONS has kept the pressure on the Kerala
Tourism Department to declare Kerala as a Zero
Tolerance zone for child abuse in tourism. A
workshop on child protection initiated by Kuoni
Travel Holding Ltd and –organised by us on child
sex tourism, in Kerala and Goa in May 2009 had
representation from tour operators, tourist
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EQUATIONS translated the briefing sheet on our
study (in March 2009) on “Male child sexual
exploitation in Pilgrim tourism sites in India-Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala and Orissa” into Malayalam and
disseminated to various groups in the context of
child sex tourism becoming a prominent issue in the
state.

guides and hotels. This helped in building awareness
on child abuse in tourism and how the global code
for Protection of Children (ECPAT Code) could be
used to tackle the issue. Some participants
acknowledged that child abuse in tourism exists in
Kerala.
We were invited to the State level workshop on
children's sexual abuse laws (loopholes and the
need to draft new laws on the lines of the Goa
Children's Act) in July 2009 organised by Kerala
Mahila Samakhya Society and Social Welfare
Department, Kerala. Following this was a meeting
on the drafting process of the child sexual abuse
laws for Kerala in August 2009. We emphasised that
tourism creates situations which encourages child
labour, resulting in trafficking and sexual
exploitation and it is important to highlight these
inter linkages in the Act to protect children from
such forms of exploitation.

In spite of evidence to the contrary, the DoTK now
argues that child abuses by tourists is prevalent only
in Kovalam and is a one off case. We have initiated a
research on child abuse in three tourism
destinations at Kozhikode, Fort Kochi and Varkala in
collaboration with Keraleeyam, our network
partner to show that child abuse is happening in
many tourism destinations in Kerala and not only in
Kovalam. The first draft however does not seem
satisfactory as the researcher has written in a
journalistic style.
In January 2010, we participated in a follow-up
state level consultation organised by Department of
Social Welfare, Kerala and KMSS at Kozhikode,
Kerala. In collaboration with other members of the
drafting committee EQUATIONS verified and
included new sections based on discussions in the
meeting to the draft document on child sexual
abuse. It was decided to hand over the draft
prepared to skilled law drafters before submitting it
to the Government.

In August 2009 we met with the Director Tourism,
Kerala, to discuss further the need for putting the
mechanisms in place for tackling child abuse in
tourism, to take steps to strengthen the awareness
campaign at Kovalam and declare it as Zero
Tolerance Zone on Child Abuse. We emphasised that
the tourism department should take responsibility
in coordinating with various departments involved
in addressing the issue. The Director invited us to
make a presentation on child abuse in tourism to the
Kerala Tourism’s initiatives on implementing
representatives of hotel industry, when they had
Responsible Tourism in the four sites of Kovalam,
the State level consultation to discuss the Hotel
Classification Systems. But the
presentation could not be made as
they ran out of time on the
meeting. Following this in a
meeting called by the Director
To u r i s m a n d a t t e n d e d b y
representatives of Kovalam Hotel
& Re s t a u r a n t A s s o c i a t i o n ,
Panchayat, Police, Social Welfare
Department, and Kerala Mahila
Samakhya in September 2009, it
was decided to constitute a group
of local volunteers at Kovalam to
combat child sex abuse. It was also
decided to constitute a core
committee under the SubCollector to coordinate anti-child
EQUATIONS Co organised World Tourism Day Programme with Kerala Institute of
abuse activities in the area.
Travel and Tourism Studies
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EQUATIONS Co organised World Tourism Day Programme with Kerala Institute of Travel and Tourism Studies

Methran Kayal, spread across 417 acres, is one of the
largest paddy field areas in the Kumarakom Grama
panchayat in Kottayam district, Kerala. It is now
under threat from a mega tourism project, as
Rakindo Developers Private Limited has submitted a
preliminary master plan to the State Industries
Department for single window clearance for an
“International Golf based Tourism Village” in this
area. The area is a wetland and has been
traditionally used for paddy cultivation and the
mega project requires reclamation for
construction. EQUATIONS drew the attention of the
environment working group of the SLRTC to the
issue, who in turn asked the DLRTC to pass a
resolution against this. Although this did not
happen, the local level monitoring committee,
constituted under the Kerala Conservation of Paddy
and Wetland Act (2008) in Kumarakom has passed a
resolution against the project. The Act prohibits the
conversion of paddy fields and wetlands without the
consent of the local level monitoring committee.
EQUATIONS will organise a meeting at Kumarakom in
April along with the Kumarakom Nature Club and
Kottayam Nature Society, local groups, to build
awareness on the implications of this project

Kumarakom, Thekkady and Wayanad entered the
third year of its work. EQUATIONS participated in
the VI State Level Responsible Tourism Committee
( S L RT C ) m e e t i n g i n S e p t e m b e r 2 0 0 9 ,
Thiruvananthapuram which reviewed the progress
of work on the four chosen destinations.
In November 2009, we called for the Kerala Tourism
Department to organise a wider stakeholder
consultation to seek feedback from groups and
individuals that have been actively involved and
those that have not. We believe that such a process
would provide valuable feedback to the initiative
and provide important pointers for the way
forward. In the 7th SLRTC Meeting in February 2010
it was decided to have a detailed evaluation of the
responsible tourism initiative. A committee was
formed under SLRTC to define the Terms of
Reference of the evaluation process, of which
E Q U AT I O N S i s a m e m b e r. A m o n g o u r
recommendations to this process was the need to
incorporate external people in the team as it would
bring in greater objectivity, a wider stakeholder
process and ensuring that the evaluation report is
made public.
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amongst fisher folks, farmers, trade unions,
political parties, media, and civil society
organisations and create a platform to take forward
the campaign against the project.

science and implications for policy and equity,
Bangalore's transportation - issues and alternatives,
ethical issues in climate change, waste
management and climate crisis & food security.
Last year EQUATIONS attended a conference
organised by Friends of Hampi & National Institute
of Advanced Studies on the Tangible and Intangible
Heritage Issues of Hampi. This gave us the
opportunity to engage with organisations,
academicians and people from the government on
tourism issues in Hampi. We have continued this
engagement with government officials from the
Hampi Development Authority. While it is important
that EQUATIONS connects with the groups and local
communities in the area we are taking forward our
discussions being cautious of that fact that there are
multiple bodies and interest groups, each with high
stakes who are present in Hampi. Subsequently
EQUATIONS had received a request from the Hampi
World Heritage Area Management Authority
(HWHAMA), to bid for a tender for doing a cultural
impact assessment study. The aim of this project is
to review the existing state of the cultural
environment and to consider methods for avoiding,
eliminating or reducing any adverse impacts, and
possible compensation for local communities. We
have written to HWHAMA indicating our interest but
we are yet to hear from them on the further
developments.

Karnataka
EQUATIONS participated in a session organised by
the Karnataka Tourism Forum on ‘How to bring
Karnataka into the fore-front of tourism
destinations by discussing its brand strategy’ in May
2009. They had a panel that spoke on the topic
“Brand Karnataka – What ails it and what is the way
forward”. Our participation was useful to
understand the stance of the tourism industry in
Karnataka, their strategies on rebranding
Karnataka Tourism and the concessions being
promised by the government department to the
tourism industry. EQUATIONS has applied for
membership to be part of the Karnataka Tourism
Forum (KTF), as we think being in the forum will be
useful to understand the stance of the tourism
industry in Karnataka, their strategies and the
proposal planned for tourism development for the
state of Karnataka. EQUATIONS application is still
pending with KTF. Some members of KTF feel that
civil society organisations should not be part of this
forum while other members feel that all the
stakeholders must be involved and be part of this
forum to invite multiple perspectives.

We participated in the follow-up consultation on the
Save Western Ghats campaign which was initiated
last year. As a part of this process a proposal to
initiate a Western Ghats Conservation Authority was
floated by one of the members. EQUATIONS opposed
this proposal as we believe that the role of the
development authorities needs to be evaluated in
context of community rights and governance. Their
role and powers conflict with powers of other local
government institutions. Dismissing our concerns,
the petition has been submitted to the Government
by an individual member of the steering committee.

Media reports indicated that a draft tourism policy
of state of Karnataka for the period of 2007-08 to
2011-12 has been out since 2008. However this
policy document was not available publicly but we
were provided with a copy from our media sources.
Though we have completed the first draft of our
critique of the tourism policy, the tourism
department does not admit that this is the public
draft document and there is contradictory
information in the media about its status. The
tourism policy for 2009-14 was finally released in
November 2009.

In December 2009, the Karnataka State Tourism
Development Corporation (KSTDC) approached
EQUATIONS, seeking an NGO partner to implement
the software component at two rural tourism sites
Attiveri Bird Sanctuary and Kokkarebellur village in
Mandya district of Karnataka. As we don’t work
directly at the grass roots, we suggested the names
of few of our network partners engaging with the

EQUATIONS participated in several meeting on
climate change under the Bangalore Platform which
is an open civic space for reflection and action
through greater understanding of the science,
policy and ethical issues in the context of climate
change in the city. The topics covered in the
platform meetings were discussion on climate
9

local communities on a community based tourism
initiative. We have also offered to share with
KSTDC, our experience and learnings from the
Endogenous Tourism Project review as well as our
engagement with other community based tourism
initiatives across the country.

Based on the PIL, the Karnataka High Court issued a
notice to the state government seeking the detailed
project report of Bannerghatta Biological Park in
connection with the night safari. Media reports in
March 2010, report that the state government has
dropped the PPP plan for night safari, since BNP is
forest land and private parties cannot be involved.

In December 2009, EQUATIONS was part of a public
demonstration organised by Environment Support
Group at Cubbon Park in Bangalore. We supported
the protest of citizens and civil society groups
against the decision of Karnataka’s Horticulture
Department to restrict entry to Cubbon Park, a
public space to only those possessing identity cards.
This plan was subsequently dropped by the
government due to mass protest.

Tamil Nadu

In May 2009, EQUATIONS in collaboration with
Human Rights Advocacy and Research Foundation
(HRF) and an independent documentary film maker
Joseph Bernard, undertook a Coastal Tourism Study
on the East Coast Road from
Chennai to Mamallapuram. The
study was to systematically
document the social, economic
and environmental impacts of
tourism along the stretch of
the East Coast Road, from
Chennai to Mamallapuram and
to document the violations of
the Coastal Regulation Zone
Notification, 1991 (CRZ) by the
tourism industry along the
coast. We used the opportunity
of research to involve and
network with local
stakeholders in understanding
the impacts of tourism in their
respective areas and to
strategise
follow up actions.
Rally against privatisation of public spaces
The violations of CRZ have
been documented through
Government of Karnataka had proposed to
photographs and marking the boundaries of the
introduce night safari in Bannerghatta National Park
tourism establishments by using a GPS device. The
(BNP) on a Public Private Partnership (PPP) model.
research report is to be completed.
We had prepared a background note based on
In July 2009, EQUATIONS collaborated with Pamela
secondary data and undertook a field visit to find
Nowicka, a journalist and our network partners HRF
out the status and related development of
to undertake a preliminary investigation in
infrastructure on forest land happening in and
Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu. The aim of the
around BNP. A site visit revealed that no
investigation was to understand the impacts of
development is happening at the area. We were
tourism in the area especially on women and
supposed to meet with concerned forest, tourism
children. HRF and Society for Education and Action
and wild life department etc to collect more
(SEA) mentioned that orphanages in Mamallapuram
information on the project which will be
were under the scanner because of an investigation
undertaken this year. In January 2010, a Public
by Times of India in 2008 which revealed that
Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed by B.R Deepak, a
orphanages were turning into hotbeds of child
lawyer in Karnataka against the proposed project.
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sexual abuse. In 2009 National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) contacted HRF to
do a small investigation to find out how orphanages
are running in Mamallapuram, but HRF could not go
ahead with the study due to shortage of funds. We
are keeping track of the issue and looking for a
suitable opportunity to intervene along with local
groups.

relocation reasons. Our monitoring of issues has
continued. We wrote to the State Tourism Minister,
on the plans of the Andhra Pradesh Tourism
Development Corporation to promote cruise
tourism between Andhra Pradesh and the Andaman
Islands. Cruise tourism’s minimal contribution to
local economy, environmental implications,
requirement of huge infrastructure, air and water
pollution, solid and liquid waste generated and
carrying capacity issues owing to high volume of
tourists visiting the Islands were highlighted.

Media articles indicated the Forest Department in
Tamil Nadu plans for a new Ecotourism Policy. In
October 2009, EQUATIONS and Tamil Nadu
Environment Council wrote a letter to the Minister
for Tourism, Tamil Nadu, urging him to hold public
consultations to give various stakeholders an
opportunity to contribute to the upcoming
Ecotourism Policy for the state. In January 2010, the
tourism policy was released but without prior public
consultations. However copies of the policy are not
publicly available in spite of constant follow up.

A proposal for establishing Sustainable Tourism
Forums or Community Based Tourism Monitoring
Cells at Arakku and Koleru was sent to the
Department of Tourism, Andhra Pradesh last year
(January 2009).
The political crisis first in relation to the formation
of a separate Telengana state, and later because of
the death of the Chief Minister Rajshekhar Reddy in
a helicopter crash also contributed to these plans
being put on hold.

In January 2010, we initiated a three year project to
address the threats that unregulated tourism
development has posed to the Western Ghats
landscape in the Nilgiris area - Bokkapuram
Reserved Forest, Masinagudi, Sigur Reserved Forest,
Kalhatti Slopes and Naduvattam Reserved Forest.
The project supported by the Critical Ecosystem
Partnership Fund (CEPF) aims to assess the tourism
impacts and also network with various stakeholders
to understand their perspectives and create a space
for dialogue on tourism developments in the area.
Tourism Impact Assessment Cells will be constituted
at the local level to monitor tourism impacts.

East and Central India
Orissa
Mamata Dash, a network partner, working against
the mining projects in Orissa was keen to study the
expansion of tourism in Orissa and the impact of
Development Authorities. In solidarity with the AntiPOSCO campaign we supported the participation of
activists Abhay Sahoo & Prashant Paikray in public
meetings in Bangalore and had discussions on the
situation and alternatives for communities
struggling against large mining and steel projects in
Orissa. They were travelling across 20 cities in India
to raise awareness and seek support for a Padyatra
(protest march) from Paradeep to Puri against
POSCO.

In February 2010, EQUATIONS participated in the
Save Western Ghats meeting at Kotagiri on actions
and strategies for the conservation of Western
Ghats. We highlighted the impacts of tourism
development in forest areas and the need for
conservation through local community
participation. This meeting also helped us to
identify various partners working in the Western
Ghats on these issues.

West Bengal
EQUATIONS was approached by a international
consultancy organisation Solimar International
appointed by the World Bank, undertaking an
ecotourism and sustainable tourism assessment
of the Sunderbans National Park and surrounding
areas to develop an implementable tourism

Andhra Pradesh
Our networking activities in Andhra Pradesh has
been minimal with the absence of networking
person to coordinate the programme as he was on
personal leave and subsequently resigned for family
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development plan. We raised concerns about the
nature of these consultancy studies and the noninvolvement of local communities and
stakeholders. We shared the controversial tourism
project proposed by Sahara Tourism Corporation
Limited and our critique of the International
Financial Institutions who have invested in tourism
projects. EQUATIONS linked critical groups working
in the region so that they are aware about the
project and able to influence and intervene.

cancellation of registration. The criteria for refusal
and cancellation of registration should include
employment of child labour, the person concerned
has been involved in or facilitated pornography/
sexual exploitation of children / child sex tourism/
child abuse/ or the premises of the person
concerned has been used for trafficking. CRZ
violation should also be a criterion of refusal and
cancellation of registration.
The IP&T department of the Andaman & Nicobar
Administration announced their tourism policy in
January 2010. In the previous year, EQUATIONS had
critiqued the Andamans Draft Tourism Policy &
played a key role in putting pressure on the IP&T to
conduct a public consultation. The critique was
then finalised and submitted to IP&T. In the final
version of the Tourism policy, close to 50% of the
comments and suggestions given to IP&T have been
taken into account.

Jharkhand
EQUATIONS is involved in undertaking studies on
PESA, FRA and tourism in Jharkhand. EQUATIONS
was invited by Jharkhand Jungle Bachao Andolan to
attended their 7th annual convention at Ranchi,
Jharkhand in January 2010. The meeting has helped
us in extending our networking in Central India.

Lakshadweep

Northeast India

In Lakshadweep our work has involved mostly a
close monitoring of trends.

EQUATIONS has received a request from Impluse, an
NGO Network, based in Shillong, Meghalaya to coorganize with the Sikkim University a workshop to
initiate a process on responsible tourism policy for
the north-eastern region. This invitation comes at a
crucial juncture when the North East is opening up
more and more for tourism. Discussions with
Impluse are ongoing on the modalities of the
workshop, which is tentatively being planned for
June 2010.

West India
Goa
EQUATIONS was invited to participate in the core
group meeting of the Centre for Responsible Tourism
organised by Caritas-Goa and Council for Social
Justice and Peace in September 2009. This meeting
was to reflect on the work on the last 2 years and
strategise on the way forward. Participants to this
meeting were from Caritas-Goa, Council for Social
Justice and Peace, Alternatives, EQUATIONS,
Federation of Associations of Tourist Taxi Owners
and Drivers, Federation of Small and Medium Guest
Houses, Panchayat Representative & from
Community Area Groups. A clear request coming to
EQUATIONS from the participants was to work with
them on the Tourism Impact Assessment at a local
level.

The Islands
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
The Department of Information, Publicity and
Tourism (IP&T) invited us to comment on the
Andamans & Nicobar Islands Registration of Tourist
Trade Regulation 2009. Our primary suggestions on
the draft were mainly on the necessity of clearly
defining various authorities that the law proposes.
To ensure public participation in decision making,
we suggested that all these bodies should have
representation of local communities. We opposed
the proposal of deemed registration and suggested
criteria for acceptance, refusal, renewal and

In 2009-10, EQUATIONS had supported two studies in
Goa. The first with Rachol Seminary “Claiming the
Right to Say No – Report of Investigation of Israeli
tourists in Goa”, the second with Ranjan Solomon,
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Alternatives, a network partner to document the
Challenge and Prospects of Tourism in Goa today
and the work done by the Centre for Responsible
Tourism to examine ways in which the human angle
can be brought into tourism so as to result in the
benefits of tourism reaching local communities.

were also requested by the Narmada Bachao
Andolan to write a letter on the environmental
impacts of the proposed and initiated tourism
developments at the Sardar Sarovar Dam to the
Chairperson of the Experts Committee on
Environmental Impacts of SSP, ISP and Omkareshwar
Project as the Committee was coming out with its
interim report. We submitted a press note to the
Narmada Bachao Andolan movement, on the current
tourism developments to then be taken up by them
with media contacts.

Both reports have been printed by EQUATIONS and
Council for Social Justice and Peace, Goa. On 5th
December 2009, the Centre for Responsible Tourism
organised the launch event. Archbishop Felipe Neri
Ferrão officially launched the publications. During
the launch, there were testimonies from village
groups, other stakeholders and from the
seminarians. We were requested to speak on the
national perspectives on tourism. The event was
well covered by the local media.

North India
Himachal Pradesh
EQUATIONS participated in the state level
consultation on “Community Struggles in Himachal”
organised by Him Niti Abhiyan in Bilaspur in April
2009. Representatives of communities affected by
the projects of the Bhakhra Dam, Jaypee Cement
Plants, Industrial Hubs, Himalayan Ski Village,
Hydroelectric projects, Special Economic Zones,
Beas Satluj Link Project, Renuka Dam Project &
Tower line came together to evolve strategies to
combat the issues. The consultation concluded with
a charter of demands for political parties and the
government to consider. Him Niti Abhiyan, Lok
Vigyan Kendra and Jan Jagran evam Vikas Samiti,
with whom we have been involved since the past 2
years on the campaign against the
Himalayan Ski Village organised for us a
field visit to interact with local villages
in the area near the proposed Ski Village
project.

Gujarat
In November 2009, EQUATIONS was invited to be a
panellist on a public hearing on issues of
rehabilitation of Sardar Sarovar Project affected
families in the vasahats of Gujarat. The public
hearing was conducted in 3 villages - Pervata, Jhaap
a n d A m b a v a d i . I s s u e s o n l a n d , w a t e r,
unemployment, lack of basic amenities and on the
many unfulfilled promises was highlighted. The 1st
draft of Gujarati version of the public hearing
report is ready and will be finalised by May 2010. We

In June 2009 the State Review
committe e orga n ise d a pu blic
consultation on the Ski Village Project,
as local people began a strong
demonstration opposing the project.
Representatives of people, Mahila
Mandals and Panchayats of 7 villages
rejected the project in one voice.
EQUATIONS was invited by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and Industry &
the Department of Tourism, Himachal
Pradesh to participate and speak at the
Public Hearing on issues of rehabilitation of Sardar Sarovar Project affected technical session at the International
families in the vasahats of Gujarat
Conclave “Unforgettable Himachal:
13

Opportunities Unlimited” in
Shimla in June 2009. We were
unable to attend this
workshop due to prior
commitments.
EQUATIONS was invited by
WWF India to their Workshop
on Tourism Carrying Capacity
/ Impact Assessment in the
High Altitude Cold Desert
region of Spiti, in March 2010
at Delhi. A framework for
assessing tourism impacts for
Spiti region in Himachal
Pradesh was developed
during the workshop.
Ecosphere, an organisation
based in Kaza and Delhi will
undertake the study in the
next 6 months. WWF-India,
Ecosphere, Wildlife Institute
of India, Nature Conservation
Foundation and EQUATIONS
are part of the Steering
Committee that was formed
to guide and input into the
study.

Meeting of movements to regain control over land and natural resources in
Himachal Pradesh

Uttarakhand
In the last year, we had two
people’s consultations at
Ramnagar & Rishikesh,
Uttarakhand. The
consultations report was
completed and circulated to
Himalayan Ski Village Public Hearing
the participants. The
consultations in both places
need to undertake studies independently, need for
clearly brought out certain trends within the
alternative policies to be drafted and supported by
tourism debate - lack of people’s participation in
successful case studies & for EQUATIONS to provide
policy making, role of the local communities,
research and information support to the local
developing participation and ownership in tourism –
groups were all suggested as ways to go forward. We
small initiatives of community based tourism
documented the two meetings and sent it back to
models emerging, the negative impacts of tourism
the participants.
clearly emerging as an area of concern, the need for
The status paper on tourism along the Bhagirathi has
spreading awareness on tourism issues, impacts,
now been completed and is in Hindi. We also have
policies & plans and suggestions of making tourism
translated the report (from English to Hindi) of the
more people centric. During the consultation,
consultations held at Rishikesh and Ramnagar so as
creation of a pressure group at the state level, the
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to reach a wider audience. These two documents
will be brought out as a publication. We also plan to
hold a consultation in Uttarakhand next year to take
this work forward.

Economic Affairs has approved the project. We
intend to ascertain if the MoEF incorporated civil
society comments and modified the ICZM project.
EQUATIONS participated in the state level
consultation organised by the MoEF with fisher folks
and local communities to strengthen CRZ at Kochi in
February 2010. EQUATIONS reiterated its demand
for a legislation for protection of the coasts and no
more notifications and actions to be taken against
existing CRZ violations by the tourism industry on
the coast. We appreciated the recommendation to
include the seaward side for protection of the
coasts. This is useful considering the move by Kerala
government to reclaim the sea for development
purpose including tourism.

THEMATIC AREAS
Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism (ECT)
Much has been happening in relation to regulation
of the Indian coast! The Ministry of Environment and
Forests’ (MoEF) move to replace the current CRZ
with a management notification based on a review
carried out by a committee headed by M. S.
Swaminathan has sparked large scale concerns and
protests from various constituencies. Our
publication Coastal Regulation in India – Why do we
need a New Notification” has been disseminated to
various groups working on coastal issues, State level
Coastal Zone Management Authorities and State
Department of Tourism, Environment & Forest,
members of the CRZ review Expert Committee and
the tourism industry. The response from our
network partners and the government to our
critique has been positive.

The Ministry of Tourism (MoT) invited EQUATIONS to
participate in a Capacity Building Workshop on
sustainable tourism in October 2009 at Delhi
facilitated by the United Nations Environment
Programme. The meeting was to discuss the best
practises in sustainable tourism in the context of
Marrakech task force, Global Sustainable Tourism
Criteria (GSTC) and certification. However the
meeting focussed on pushing forward the
implementation of GSTC in India. EQUATIONS
highlighted the short comings in the criteria that
have little scope for involvement of local
communities and community based tourism
initiatives and the need for a strong institutional

In November 2009, the MoEF invited comments to
the World Bank aided Integrated Coastal Zone
management (ICZM) Project to
be piloted in the coastal states
of Gujarat, Orissa and West
Bengal. EQUATIONS questioned
the need for implementation of
the ICZM project since the
Coastal Management Zone
notification (CMZ) (2008) that
had mooted the idea of
management of the coasts has
lapsed, following widespread
outcry of coastal communities
and groups. We called for the
MoEF to stop any proceedings
on the Project until the public
consultations to strengthen the
CRZ, 1991 are completed. To
our disappointment, media
reports point out that the
Growing adventure sports activities in the Solang Valley, Himachal Pradesh
Cabinet Committee on
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framework to address the issue of sustainable
tourism in a destination. We sought the
participation of community based tourism players
in such spaces. From our participation in the
meeting we learnt that GSTC is applicable to
individual hotels and tour operators only and not to
a destination. We were also informed that a Tourism
Sustainability Council (TSC) was set up in 2008 for
universally accrediting certification agencies who
abide with the GSTC and that United Nations
Environment Programme would support the Indian
government to establish its own certification
scheme.

under the EIA scanner. We have analysed the
provisions of EIA Notifications of 1994 and 2006. To
strengthen our positions on the campaign, Right to
Information (RTI) applications were filed with the
MoEF for more information on tourism projects
cleared by them.
Alleviating Poverty through Nature Tourism – a
project supported by the African Safari Lodge
Foundation, South Africa was initiated in 2007-08
and concluded with a workshop – ‘Southern African
and Indian Practitioners Workshop to Exchange
Lessons and Best Practices on Using Nature Tourism
as a Force for Poverty Alleviation’ in May 2009 at
New Delhi. Three Indian case studies that were
researched – Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir (Himalayan
Homestays), Uttarakhand (Mountain Shepherds
Initiative) and Assam (Maozigendri Jungle Camp)
were presented. It shed light on different models of
tourism development. The discussions were on the
challenges of long-term sustainability - financial,
institutional and dependency on facilitating
organisations. A field visit to the Himalayan
Homestays Programme in the villages of Yangthang
and Ulley in Ladakh gave the participants a first
hand experience of nature and community based
tourism practises. The case studies and other
related research papers have been produced in a
publication titled ‘Making a Difference - Dossier on
Community Engagement on Nature Based Tourism in
India’. It has been translated and printed in Hindi
as well.

EQUATIONS was invited to participate at the
internal Consultative Meeting of the Ecotourism
Society of India (ESoI), in August 2009. ESoI is a
newly formed body of ecotourism service providers
and so far consist of the high end ecotourism
players. This meeting was to discuss their vision and
an implementable action plan. It was an important
space for EQUATIONS to engage with the tourism
industry, represented by the ESoI and therefore
influence the ESoI’s potential role in ecotourism
practices and discourses on ecotourism. We
questioned unethical tourism activities being
promoted under the ecotourism banner and the
need to move from environmental to just
sustainability. ESoI lately has invited EQUATIONS to
participate in their upcoming workshop series on
Environmental Law and Tourism for tour operators.
The Environmental Impact
Notification has also been on our
scanner. As per the environment
clearance process, before 2006
certain types of tourism projects
had to conduct public hearings,
submit EIA report along with
environment management plan
(EMP) before undertaking any
construction. With the dilution of
the EIA notification in 2006 only a
few require environmental
clearance and even lesser are
granted clearance based on EIA
reports and public hearings. The
lack of public participation and
transparency in environmental
clearance process calls for a
campaign to bring tourism back

Ecotourism practitioners from Africa and India on a field visit to Ladakh
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from the perspective of people’s
participation and their contribution to
conservation. EQUATIONS has worked
with an independent researcher,
Peeyush Seksaria on this project. This
research has helped us understand and
develop our positions on the emerging
tourism trends and products being
introduced in ecologically fragile
areas.
Environment Support Group invited
EQUATIONS to participate in a
workshop to review recent law and
policy changes in Environmental
Governance in India in March 2010 at
Bangalore. We spoke about the lack of
regulation for tourism projects under
the Environment Impact Assessment
Notification (2006) and the MoEF’s
unethical push for integrated coastal zone
management project for coastal states after the
lapse of the widely critiqued CMZ notification
(2008).

Spotting wildlife, Ladakh

This year EQUATIONS has continued to engage with
the Global Forest Coalition (GFC) to coordinate a
project to monitor REDD (Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Degradation) issues in India.
EQUATIONS is working with an independent
researcher, Souparna Lahiri (also a member of the
NFFPFW) on this project. A first draft of the
monitoring report titled ‘Exploring the Road to
REDD in India’ was submitted. It explores the
coherence between REDD policies and existing
socially and environmentally forest policies and
practices. The REDD fund will only further artificial
greening of the country, undermine the rights and
entitlements of the indigenous and local
communities and may work as a disincentive to the
ongoing process of decentralising forest
governance. A consultation to discuss the findings of
the research planned for this year is postponed to
next year.

Delhi Platform and National Forum of Forest People
& Forest Workers (NFFPFW) invited EQUATIONS to
participate in a meeting themed ‘people
movements for ecological commons’ at the 33rd
Indian Social Science Congress in February 2010 at
Hyderabad. This was an opportunity to reconnect
with grassroots movements and groups and we
spoke about privatisation of common property
resources for tourism and people’s struggles against
the appropriation of their resources. We have also
submitted a paper for a publication to be printed
reflecting the outcomes of the meeting.
Centre for Media Studies (CMS), invited EQUATIONS
to be part of the Nomination Jury for the popular
Environment and Wildlife Film Festival 2010 – CMS
Vatavaran. On EQUATIONS behalf, Nina Rao, a
tourism academic–activist and long standing
member of EQUATIONS General Body was part of the
jury. Subsequently CMS also invited EQUATIONS to
co-organise a seminar on ecotourism in October
2009 at Delhi during the festival. The seminar was a
part of CMS Vatavaran, an environment and wildlife
film festival that aims to strengthen conservation
through collaboration amongst individuals,
corporate sector, government departments,
scientific institutions and universities on

GFC organised a workshop on REDD in Bangkok in
September 2009. We suggested that Souparna
Lahiri, the principal researcher of the project,
attend the workshop on behalf of EQUATIONS to
share our findings of research on REDD policies and
its consequences in India.
EQUATIONS participated in the 5th International
Canopy Conference 2009 organised by ATREE in
Bangalore in October 2009. We presented findings
of our study on canopy tourism initiatives in Kerala
comprising of elevated walkways in Thenmala and
tree houses in Wayanad. These have been analysed
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sustainability, environment, technology and policy
making. While we were not able to co-organise as it
required significant funding contribution we did
participate in the workshop. We also highlighted
the need for including local community
perspectives and the role of local self governing
institutions in discussions on certification and
standards for tourism.

Research (XISR) on the possibility of collaborative
research on economic impacts of tourism.
Kerala Tourism Watch and Kabani in association with
EED - Tourism Watch, Germany organised a
workshop on Corporate Social Responsibility and
Tourism in Chennai in December 2009. EQUATIONS
was invited to contribute, and initially we
attempted to influence the timing, design and focus
of the workshop as the way it was being planned
seemed too broad and without much direct data
from the Indian context on CSR and tourism. It
seemed that the organisers wanted to go ahead with
it at short notice, so we did not get invited for the
actual workshop.

Globalisation Impacts and Tourism (GIT)
The GIT programme worked to a minimal agenda
again mainly due to lack of qualified people. We
tracked issues related to Free Trade Agreements
and tourism and have been in solidarity with India
based campaigns particularly against the EU India
FTA.

Child and Tourism
The battle to protect children against sexual abuse
in tourism remained at the forefront of our work this
year. In the section on Kerala networking we
reported the pressure we put on the Kerala Tourism
Department along with other civil society groups, as
well as the steps to formulate appropriate and
robust legislation.

As mentioned in the section on networking in
Eastern India, the World Bank was invited to do a
tourism assessment commissioned by the West
Bengal Government on the Sunderbans National
Park as an integral part of a series of studies the WB
government has requested from the World Bank,
assembled and supported through a non-lending
technical assistance (NLTA) program. In a series of
communications with Solimar International, a
consulting firm commissioned to do this; we pointed
them out to EQUATIONS studies and reports
highlighting our concerns and also urged them to
engage in processes that were genuinely
participatory. We also alerted several partners in
West Bengal as well as national groups working on
IFI monitoring about this development.

Our work on corporate accountability has been
inching forward. We have some ideas on the set of
framework indicators to use to assess corporations
and their accountability, but have not been able to
apply these specifically in case studies.

At the national level our engagement with the Union
Ministry of Tourism has been equally forceful and
productive. Following our challenge to the
government of India at the 24th UN World Tourism
Organisation Task Force for Protection of Children in
Tourism at Berlin in March 2009, the Secretary
Tourism had committed to take action on the issue
of child protection. Keeping his promise the MoT
organised an inter-departmental meeting between
EQUATIONS, MoT, and Ministry of Women and Child
(MWCD) in July 2009 at Delhi to discuss the issue on
“Protection of Children in Tourism”. We had the
unique opportunity to present our case to senior
officials of the Ministry and appeal to them to take
the issue of child abuse as their responsibility. We
emphasised the need for mechanisms for protection
of children from exploitation in tourism, to work
with various levels of the industry particularly small
and medium scale, develop awareness and to work
collectively and in collaboration with other
Ministries.

We have had preliminary discussions with St Xaviers
College, Mumbai – with professors in the economics
department as well as Xavier Institute of Social

As a follow up to our engagement with the Ministry
of Tourism (MoT) on protection of children in
tourism, EQUATIONS was invited to participate in

The Asian Development Bank has also been fairly
active in the tourism sector with the South Asia
Tourism Infrastructure Development Fund – but we
have not been able to find people with the set of
skills to analyse technical proposals in the context
of trade and tourism.
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two further meetings organised by MoT at Delhi in
November 2009 and January 2010. There were
representatives from MWCD, PATA India Chapter,
United Nations Office of Drugs and Crimes (UNODC)
and NGOs. The purpose of the meeting was to
evolve a Code of Conduct for all tourism service
providers in India. The PATA India Chapter pushed
for code titled “Safe and Honourable Tourism Code
(S&H)” developed by UNODC and Save the Children
India based on global code of conduct (The Code),
but without acknowledging directly the global code
and ECPAT’s initiative in it. At the meeting,
EQUATIONS emphasised the need to sign on to The
Code as its systems and mechanisms are already in
place, has wide credibility, is globally supported
and accepted by industry and has advantages of
signing on to a global process endorsed by other UN
bodies like the UNWTO and UNICEF. However there
was strong pressure from UNODC and PATA India
Chapter for their new Code to be developed specific
to the Indian context. UNODC has developed the
revised code of conduct with a widened scope on
the protection of women and tourists as well, as per
the directions of the minister. This was presented to
the Minister in May 2010. EQUATIONS was also
invited to be part of this meeting, and we gave our
inputs and requested to make this process more
participatory. Based on our comments UNODC
revised the S&H code before submitting it to the
MoT.

We have built and maintained an active engagement
with the Karnataka State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights. In August 2009 EQUATIONS had a
meeting with the Chairperson to discuss the gaps
existing in the functioning of the Child Line and to
know the role of the Child Welfare Committees
(CWC). In November 2009 we participated in a
meeting organised by them to discuss the strategy
to fulfil children’s rights in Karnataka and to chart
out the rules of the Commission which were due to
be notified by the Department of Women and
Children Development, Government of Karnataka.
In February 2010, EQUATIONS was invited by
Department of Women and Child Development,
Government of Karnataka to speak on trafficking
and tourism to its officers at District and Taluk level
in a workshop on Training for Trainers on Trafficking
at Bangalore.
At the national level EQUATIONS participated at the
meeting on “Measuring Progress for Children in
India: Child Rights Review and reporting Optional
Protocols to the UNCRC” organised by India Alliance
for Child Rights and Joint Women’s Programme in
April and July 2009 at Delhi. The follow up meeting
in July 2009 did a collective review and came up
with a reporting format based on which the
available information needs to be placed.
EQUATIONS participated in the third stock taking
National meeting in January 2010 at Delhi.
Our engagement with the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has also
continued. In January 2010 we participated in a
consultation to discuss on the proposed “Prevention
of Offences against the Child Bill, 2009” organised
by NCPCR at Delhi. EQUATIONS sent its comments to
the NCPCR on the Draft Bill particularly in the
context of tourism linked to exploitation of
children. We also recommended that a chapter on
child abuse which clearly defines child abuse, child
sex tourism, onus of the establishments,
responsibility of the stakeholders like studio,
photographer, tourist resorts, hotels, etc be
incorporated in the draft Bill. As an outcome of this
meeting, NCPCR constituted a committee to work
on drafting legislation on Sexual Violence against
Children in which we are a member.

Further to the meeting held on protection of
children in tourism which was organised by MoT the
media continues to cover the news regularly on the
issue of sexual exploitation of children in tourism
and Code of Conduct for protection of children in
tourism. 26 news articles in international, national
and state print media covered EQUATIONS
engagement with MoT in developing a code of
conduct for tourism industry and our research on
male child sexual exploitation in pilgrim sites.
Child pornography has also been on our radar, and
based on secondary research a briefing paper on
“Child Pornography and Tourism” was developed
and disseminated widely to create awareness. It
analyses the current legal framework in India
concerning this issue and calls upon various
stakeholders to take necessary action to address
this issue. A more detailed paper based on
secondary research on Child Pornography is also
developed and in the final stages of editing.

In March 2010, EQUATIONS participated at the
“Second International Expert Meeting on Reporting
Procedures” at Berlin organised by ECPAT Germany,
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formulated for Tourism Service Providers in India.
Unfortunately the moderator did not allow any
questions for lack of time, because of which an
opportunity to advocate once more for the global
code was not possible.

together with its partners from the European Union
financed project ‘Offenders Beware’. EQUATIONS
exhibited two posters - on child sexual exploitation
in tourism and child pornography explaining the
situation in India. The focus of this meeting was to
discuss and exchange of good practises of existing
reporting procedures on child exploitation cases in
different countries and its challenges by
strengthening the cooperation between NGOs, law
enforcement authorities and the private sector.
This meeting brought together over 50 experts from
20 different countries in the areas of law
enforcement, NGOs and the private sector.

EQUATIONS was invited to make a presentation at a
workshop titled ‘Fair Play- also in Tourism’ at a
workshop at the ITB 2010 in Berlin organised by our
network partners EED Tourism Watch in March 2010.
We presented the situation of the fight against the
sexual exploitation in tourism in India. We
participated in a press conference organized by
ECPAT Germany and spoke about the situation of
child abuse and tourism in India and gave an
interview to ‘Kommunikation’, a local radio station
at Berlin explaining the measures taken by
government and civil society organisation in India to
combat child abuse.
On the issue of child protection we have also
maintained a steady engagement with the tourism
industry in India in the attempt to build awareness
In May 2009, Kuoni Travel Holding Ltd in
collaboration with EQUATIONS, held capacity
building workshops in Goa and Kerala on the
protection of children from sexual exploitation in
tourism for the partners of Kuoni hotel groups. It
included people from hotels, resorts, tour
operators, travel agents, tour guides.

International Experts Meeting on Child Protection
organised by ECPAT International groups

We participated at the
25th UNWTO Task Force
for the Protection of
Children in Tourism at
Berlin March 2010. As a
part of reporting on the
initiatives taken by
India after the 24th
UNWTO Task Force
M e e t i n g t h e
representative from
PATA India Chapter
r e p r e s e n t i n g M o T,
explained about the
“Draft S & H Code of
Conduct” which is being
Workshop on code of conduct with Kuoni partners
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Women and Tourism

programme to build awareness on women’s
empowerment through tourism development. The
meeting saw participation of women staff from
various Government departments in Kerala.
EQUATIONS presentation gave an insight about the
negative impacts of tourism on women as the other
training sessions had primarily focused on benefits
of tourism.

The women and tourism programme continues to be
constrained by a lack of full time staff person.
However, we continue with the attempt of
mainstreaming women’s perspectives in all our
work.
As tourism is increasing in natural resource rich
areas, our effort through research and
consultations has been to understand how the
growth of tourism has engaged, impacted, helped
or hindered women. This indicated that women’s
participation in tourism is largely prescribed by
social norms. Increased participation in tourism
activities by men has led to shift in responsibilities
from men to women, burdening women with
additional responsibilities. Our research findings
have been that patriarchal norms, caste and gender
are central in defining the nature of participation,
roles of influence and decision making of women in
tourism.

EQUATIONS was also invited to be a panelist at the
pre convention meeting of the Young Women
Christian Association (YWCA) of India at Bangalore
on the theme 'Who is my Neighbour'. EQUATIONS
spoke on the critical perspectives of tourism, the
role of women in tourism - the kind and form of
tourism that benefits women. The Express Travel
World, a mainstream travel magazine featured
Rosemary Viswanath and EQUATIONS’ work in a
special feature on International Women’s Day on
March 8th 2010.

Governance, Law and Tourism

A pilot study on Employment of Women in
Bengaluru’s Hotel Industry was undertaken. The aim
was to understand the opportunities the
accommodation sector create and provide to
women. The study findings were that the typical
"gender pyramid" is prevalent in the hotel sector lower levels and occupations with few career
development opportunities are still being handled
by women, with men occupying the key managerial
positions. While women employees are given
general protection, measures against sexual
harassment and discrimination are very little. Most
hotels do not have anti harassment and equal
opportunity policies integrated in their HR policies.

Primarily supporting other thematic and networking
initiatives of EQUATIONS through research on
legislative and policy changes, awareness and
capacity building, sustaining local campaigns and
advocacy initiatives.
Research on Development Authorities (DA): The
resource-rich state of Orissa is the hot spot for
investments of various kinds including tourism. One
of the many measures taken in Orissa in the name of
development and conservation include the
formation of Chilika Development Authority (CDA).
The entire administration of the area has been
centralised under CDA. Many conservationists cite
formation of CDA as a success story- in that CDA has
helped in conservation of the lake and its ecosystems. The country is experiencing centralisation
of power through constitution of DA in places with
tourism potential in many parts of the country. It is
important to find out the impacts that the change in
system of governance has on democratic rights of
people and the overall development and planning of
the area and the powers conferred by the Indian
Constitution to LSGIs. This research is being done in
collaboration with Mamata Dash, an activist on
forest rights and mining issues, and the idea is also
to enhance state networking in Orissa.

An approach paper on HIV/AIDS and Tourism was
attempted through an external researcher. The first
draft is done but needs more information and
linkages to tourism. The issue of women in the
informal sector in tourism continues to be on our
radar. Though a research framework for
undertaking a study was made in the last half year,
we were unable to find a suitable researcher to take
forward the research.
EQUATIONS was invited by the Institute of
Management in Government (IMG) at Trivandrum,
Kerala to speak on the impacts of tourism
development on women as part of the training
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Preliminary research on the Rights of the Indigenous
communities (adivasis) under Panchayat (Extension
to Scheduled Areas) Act, (PESA) 1996, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA), visà-vis expansion of tourism. Tourism is being actively
promoted by central and state governments into
forest areas in disregard of rights of indigenous
communities. It is therefore necessary to
understand the convergence between tourism and
implementation of PESA and FRA and its interlinkages with people’s rights to decide and
influence tourism development in their regions.

Jharkhand, a state which is primarily a PESA area
with vast forest resources has not conducted
panchayat elections towards implementation of
PESA till date. The local people’s movements like
Jharkhand Jungle Bachao Andolan (JJBA) hold the
government responsible for not implementing FRA
in the state. In this backdrop, both central and state
governments continue to push tourism in protected
areas. The ongoing research looks into FRA and PESA
issues in the context of tourism in two protected
areas - Dalma Sanctuary serving as a picnic spot
because of its proximity to Jamshedpur township
and Palamu Tiger Reserve for its rich natural
resources. This research is being done in
collaboration with Institute of Community Forest
Governance.

Our research at Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR)
at Chandrapur, Maharashtra, shows that very little
has changed with respect to the rights and decision
making powers of the local communities with the
passing of the FRA in respect to tourism
development in the area. Only in one village forest
communities have claimed rights over their
resources through the FRA. Inspite of growth in
tourism in TATR, the local communities have not
reaped any benefit. Even though tourism

Jharkhand Jungle Bachao Andolan (JJBA), a
people’s movement fighting for rights of adivasis
and forest dwellers, invited EQUATIONS to
participate in their annual convention meeting and
the National Consultation on implementation of FRA
at Ranchi in January 2010. In the national meeting
on implementation of FRA we spoke about the need
for gram sabha’s consent for tourism projects
coming up in forest areas.
Following an earlier occasion in
2009, EQUATIONS was invited by
the Ecotourism Society of India
(ESoI) as resource person in
their training workshop in
Kerala, on practicing
responsible tourism for tourism
service providers of Kerala in
March 2010. It gave us the
opportunity to dialogue with the
tourism industry and present on
the impacts of tourism and
violations of environmental
laws by the tourism industry and
the need for multi stakeholder
processes in decision making.
We have continued to track
changes in legislations, policies
and judgments on tourism and
related issues, discussions on SEZ/ STZs in the
country; information related to Right to Information
movement, discussions and debates on forest rights
and local self governance. We have developed and
initiated usage of a system for tracking

EQUATIONS team visited the site of Himalayan Ski Village and met with groups and
communities there

establishments have been moved out of the TATR no
conscious steps have been taken to involve local
communities in tourism activities in the area. This
research has been done in collaboration with Durga
Kambli, a local independent researcher.
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Parliamentary question to ensure that we are
abreast of debates in Parliament and can use this
information for targeted lobby and advocacy work.

done in collaboration with Handesign, as the
researcher in our study is a member of the design
outfit.
EQUATIONS was invited to make a presentation on
“Ecotourism in Kerala: Trends and challenges”
highlighting the need for community participation
and benefit sharing at the Academy for Management
Studies, Thiruvananthapuram in September 2009.

Tourism Education
We initiated some engagements with colleges
teaching tourism, the wider student community and
responded to many invitations to speak on tourism
impacts.

EQUATIONS was invited by the Institute of
Development Research and Corporate Ethics for a
thematic lecture series programme on the theme
‘The Environmental Effects of the Tourist Industry’
for Swedish students, at Chennai in January 2010.
EQUATIONS highlighted the environmental impacts
of tourism and also guided the team of students on a
one day field visit to the East Coast Road-Chennai to
Mamallapuram stretch highlighting the violations of
Coastal Regulation Zone Notification by tourism
establishments.

On the occasion of the World Tourism day,
EQUATIONS collaborated with Academy of Business
Management, Tourism & Research (ABMTR),
Karnataka a Management Institute on 26th
September 2009 to conduct an essay writing and
innovative presentation competition for college
students. In Kerala, we collaborated with Kerala
Institute of Tourism & Travel Studies (KITTS) on the
same occasion and conducted a debate, quiz and
drawing competition for the members of the
students clubs in Thiruvananthapuram in an event
titled Vrishti 2009. The strategy was to network and
build awareness on tourism issues with the students
of tourism clubs who are not necessarily from the
tourism teaching institutions. The topic for the
debate competition was on whether tourism
improves or deteriorates the Kerala culture.
Through drawings the students highlighted the
change in lifestyle and culture because of tourism
and how climate change affects tourism. We also
conducted a quiz competition on tourism. On both
occasions we disseminated our publications and
awareness building post cards to the students and
faculty of the various institutes that participated.

Pipal Tree had invited EQUATIONS to take a session
on 'Alternative Tourism' on for its students from
Ramapo College, New Jersey in February 2010 at
Bangalore. We spoke about socio-cultural,
environmental, economic impacts of tourism and on
the alternative approach shown by community
based tourism initiative in Ladakh.
EQUATIONS participated in the Tourism Expo,
organised by the Kerala Institute of Tourism and
Travel Studies in association with Indian Tourism
Congress as part of the All India Convention of
Tourism Professionals in February 2010 at
Thiruvananthapuram. It was an opportunity to
interact with the students, tourism academicians
and to build and re-establish contacts with the
tourism institutes from all over India. We also used
this opportunity to create awareness about our work
in and display publications.

At the Young Ecologists Talk and Interact (YETI)
organised by the Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment, National Centre for
Biological Sciences, Nature Conservation
Foundation and Centre for Ecological Sciences at
Indian Institute of Science in September 2009 we
made a poster presentation. The YETI conference
was for students and researchers working in the
discipline of ecology in India to present their work
and exchange ideas. We spoke about the findings of
our study on ecotourism on the periphery of Kanha
and Bandhavgarh with students and youth,
educational institutions and researchers from civil
society organizations. As young travellers they
raised important questions related to impacts of
tourism and the rules and regulations. This was

Christ University had invited EQUATIONS to speak to
post graduate students in Tourism Administration
about sustainable tourism in a National seminar on
sustainable tourism in March 2010 at Bangalore. We
spoke about the environmental, socio–economic
and political components that make tourism
sustainable. As part of the seminar, Christ University
gave us the opportunity to display our publications
to students and academicians.
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EQUATIONS publications on display at Christ University

Professor Vidya Rao of the School of Social Work,
Tata Institute of Social Sciences visited EQUATIONS
and spoke to us about some of the initiatives that
the School of Social Work is involved with and the
interfaces with the tourism debate.

juxtaposing screenings with literary readings, panel
discussions and interventions from the audience,
was an effort to broaden the contours of the
discourse on caste. The film was judged as one of
best films along with Scavenging Dreams by Jasmine
Roy and Avinash Roy.

We also had enquiries from Prof Alito Sequira of the
Goa University about tourism films in EQUATIONS
resource centre that could be used in future tourism
courses at the Masters level on “Tourists and
tourism”.

Mahua Memoirs was also screened at Indian Institute
of Management, Bangalore to a batch of 70 students
from the Post Graduate Programme in the Software
Enterprise Management Course in July 2009 aimed
at software professionals from the Information
Technology sector.

Indigenous People and Tourism
This year the focus of the programme has been to
reach our work to wider circles and audiences. The
Hindi voice over for the film Mahua Memoirs has
been completed. 300 copies of the Hindi film have
been produced for dissemination to local groups.

National and International Policy and Thematic
Interventions
The 19th Commonwealth Games take place in Delhi
in October 2010. We have involved an external
researcher Divya Badami Rao to initiate the
research work. The study looks at mega-sports
events and tourism, on developments within Delhi
in the context of the Games, preparations being
undertaken for tourists, and the spill-over potential
of the Games, examining the social, cultural,
economic and environmental impacts ensuing from
the preparations under way, including the place of
public participation and public consensus in brining
the CWG to Delhi and examining some of the tourism
related impacts of sports mega-events of the past,
including social and economic consequences faced

EQUATIONS supported Mr. Vinod Raja, the director
of our film on nomadic tribes “Vanishing Trails”, to
travel to the villages in Gujarat and Rajasthan
where the film was shot and screen the film to the
local communities who were part of the film.
In August 2009, both our films Mahua Memoirs and
Vanishing Trails were screened in One Billion Eyes,
the 3rd Annual Indian Documentary film festival
organised by the Prakriti Foundation at Chennai.
The theme for this year was Caste. The festival
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On the issue of climate change and Tourism we
developed an internal position paper on the links
between climate change and tourism within the
larger framework of climate justice and the
‘solution’ being suggested by UN bodies,
Government and the Industry. To gain perspectives
and also share our work EQUATIONS has been
participating in various platforms, such as the
Bangalore Platform on Climate Change and Tourism
and climate justice e-groups. We participated in a
National Consultation to evolve a Peoples’
understanding and response to the Climate Crisis in
Ranchi in June 09. The consultation was organised
by Bharat Jan Vigyan Jatha, Delhi Forum, Delhi
Platform, Focus on the Global South, Intercultural
Resources, National Forum for Forest People &
Forest Workers and New Trade Union Initiative. As a
follow-up of this Consultation an e-group
Indiaclimatejustice was been formed working to
both the agendas at the climate talks in Bangkok as
well as Copenhagen, and beyond. A joint
memorandum was submitted to the Government of
India on the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 15th Conference of
the Parties at Copenhagen. Our inputs on Climate
Justice & Tourism: A wake up call to tourism policy
makers and industry in India were submitted.

Everything revolving around the Commonwealth
Games, Delhi

by nations that played host to Olympics and
Commonwealth Game events previously held. To
corroborate the data we met with various
government officials and civil society organisations.
RTI applications have also been filed. The study and
a campaign and advocacy note will be finalised by
May 2010.

EQUATIONS was invited to speak at the Workshop on
EQUATIONS was invited by Ecumenical Coalition on
Communities, Livelihoods and Tourism organized by
Tourism (ECOT), Thailand to participate at two side
the UNESCO World Heritage Center and UNESCO
events in Bangkok in October 2009 around the
New Delhi Office in cooperation with the World
Heritage Advisory Bodies, IUCN, ICOMOS and
UNWTO, in Madikeri, Karnataka, in April 2009.
The workshop was on 4 broad themes Understanding and enhancing the benefits from
visitor and tourism activity as a contribution to
local development and guarding against
negative impacts, Identifying and managing
threats to World Heritage values, developing
enterprises to provide goods and services
needed to sustain a viable tourism industry and
Re g i o n a l d e s t i n a t i o n m a r k e t i n g a n d
management. We made a presentation on our
research findings from the review and
documentation of the UNDP-Ministry of
Tourism’s Endogenous Tourism Project. We were
also able to input into the final
recommendations that were to be sent to the
Ministry of Tourism & Culture.
Protest March of the Asian Peoples Movement on Climate Change
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The Planning Commission constituted a
consultative group on the tourism sector in
order to induct alternative perspectives,
new ideas and to obtain non-governmental
inputs into the process of Mid-Term
Appraisal (MTA) of Eleventh Five Year Plan
(2007-12). EQUATIONS was the only NGO
invited to be part of the group along with
members from tourism trade association
and certain state tourism departments.
The first meeting held in November 2009,
focused on brainstorming on the type of
tourism we want to realize, the challenges,
and solutions to arrive at a new picture for
tourism development in the country.
EQUATIONS inputs were on aspects of
sustainability in tourism need for
policies/plans to be backed by research,
Public Rallies during the UNFCCC Cop 14, Bangkok
need for the MoT to state its position on
climate
change and tourism and the role of
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
the Ministry of Tourism. One more meeting of the
Change (UNFCCC) talks. The workshops were on the
group will be held to finalise the inputs, which will
theme of Climate Justice and Tourism. The first
then take the shape of an action plan for the MoT to
workshop was under the umbrella of the Peoples
work
with.
Action on Climate Change where discussions were
on broad issues in relation to climate change and
In a bid to follow–up on this important space that we
tourism. We presented on the topic climate change
had
created, in November 2009, EQUATIONS
and tourism - links with energy and resource use,
requested
for a personal meeting with Arun Maira,
basing it on our work on tourism establishments in
the
Planning
Commission Member in charge of the
Kanha and Bandhavgarh. The second event was a
tourism portfolio. We had an interesting discussion
South Consultative Meeting of partners and
on EQUATIONS work, on the tourism impacts, what
resource persons, to evolve a south position, on the
we
see as the critical issues in order to transform
issue of Climate Justice and Tourism. Inputs into the
tourism.
Mr Maira asked us if we would share our
draft paper were given. This paper was to then be
vision
of
tourism
for the country. We have submitted
finalised and presented during COP 15 in
a document titled Envisioning Tourism in India –
Copenhagen. We were also part of many rallies and
covering
aspects of Vision, Core Values and Core
protest that were organised by other groups. We
purpose
for the Ministry of Tourism through
also added the tourism perspective to the
examples
and case studies. We hope to take this
statement that was brought out by the Peoples
process
with
the Planning Commission seeking a
Action on Climate Change at the end of the event.
wider consultative process on visioning tourism in
the country.
EQUATIONS was later invited by ECOT & EED to take
part in a side event on 'Climate Justice and Tourism'
In 2009, EQUATIONS was unable to engage in the
during COP15 in Copenhagen, Denmark. However,
Peoples Consultation on People’s Mid Term Appraisal
due to the limited work that we had done on this
of the Eleventh Five Year Plan, a critical civil society
issue in our own country and because of certain
intervention
that we have been part of in the past
positional differences on issue of climate justice
years.
Various
state and regional consultations were
and tourism with the organisers, we decide not to
held across the country that then culminated in a
participate. We however, contributed substantially
national consultation. These consultations were
with inputs into the position paper / statement
planned as a process to advocate for a better civil
brought out by ECOT that was then presented
society
engagement with the Planning Commission.
during COP 15.
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We were unable to participate due to prior
commitments.
EQUATIONS issued a campaign statement ‘Our
Culture is not for Sale!’ for World Tourism Day in
September 2009. Through the campaign statement
we called upon global tourism institutions like the
United Nations World Tourism Organisation
(UNWTO), National and State Tourism Boards and
the Industry to comprehend and accept the
existence of the negative impacts of tourism on
cultures of local communities. We urged bodies like
the UNWTO not to so quickly celebrate tourism’s
role as protector of culture. The campaign
statement was sent out to our network partners,
members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Transport, Tourism and Culture, tourism trade
associations, government and UNWTO.

Display of EQUATIONS postcards at the EED Stall at the ITB

Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria Partnership
invited feedback on the draft indicators that are
being developed to assist in the measurement of the
criteria. Though principally against certification led
and cornered by big players, EQUATIONS thought it
was important to include our perspectives as it was
an effort led by a coalition of more than 30 diverse
organizations and tourism businesses to come to a
common understanding of sustainable tourism.
They were in the process of developing certain
minimum criteria that any tourism business should
aspire to reach. Our emphasis was on the
participation of local communities in tourism,
maximizing social and economic benefits for the
local community and reducing overall negative
impacts of tourism.
EQUATIONS is a member of the Peace Tourism
International Working Group. This is a group
interested in a critical approach to promoting peace
through tourism. The International Working Group
on Peace Tourism is connecting with the conference
on "Humanitarian Competition and Global Visioning"
being organized by the Toda Institute for Global
Peace and Policy Research in Sydney in July 2010
and has invited EQUATIONS to present a paper. This
is the first step to establishing a Peace Tourism
Commission of International Peace Research
Association.

Workshop on Fair Play - also in Tourism at ITB Berlin

tourism departments (Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa, Karnataka, West Bengal, Meghalaya,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Goa, Jammu & Kashmir) and tourism
establishments who had participated at the ITB in
Germany in March 2010. This also gave us an
occasion to meet with groups who are working on
community based / alternative tourism initiatives.
We also displayed our publications at the EED /
Tourism Watch stall and had a chance to connect
back with our international network partners
working on the issue of tourism.

At the world’s largest tourism fair the ITB in Berlin,
EQUATIONS had the opportunity to meet with
officials from the Ministry of Tourism, many State
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Campaign Support Unit

systems we work with particularly our collective
leadership process. This was a useful meeting and
engagement sharing views and perspectives of our
work, its context, challenges we faced externally
and internally.

The big one for the CSU was that we launched our
redesigned and restructured website in September
2009. The public now have access to our positions,
research, campaigns and publications. This was
important as more and more people rely on the
internet for information and EQUATIONS is one of
the few organisations engaged in policy, advocacy
and research of tourism impacts from a peoples
perspective. The technology for the website was
tested rigorously for stability. The content from mid
2006 to mid 2009 was standardized, verified, search
engine optimized and uploaded. We are currently
working on the processes to ensure
that our materials from 1985 are
uploaded and accessible. Visitors to
the website have increased, our
subscriber base has crossed 100 and
the number of queries from interns
and volunteers has increased in
quantity and quality.

EQUATIONS has also been invited and has agreed to
be part of a pilot project on Impact Monitoring of
Advocacy work – initiated by Bread for the World.
This began with a two day workshop in March 2009 of
the consultant with a small team in EQUATIONS to
test out appropriate tools. We will continue to be
part of this process which will now also widen to
include other advocacy organisations.

While this has taken significant time
and attention, we continued with
tracking news and disseminating
publications. The annexures
indicate what we have been able to
do on that front. Translations into
Hindi have been high on our agenda.
Meeting with Programme Officers from Bread for the World and Misereor
Developing a system of online
at EQUATIONS office
cataloguing of material in our library
is another big task that we have
On reflection: looking back and looking forward
embarked on. The other big and important task is a
better tracking system for the huge e-information
We have failed to deliver on programmes where we
that we now have access to – as most newspapers
have not had the personnel. Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
have a digital version now.
Nadu, Karnataka, Globalisation Impacts and
Tourism programmes have suffered with the lack of
personnel. In Kerala, the programme person failed
Human Resources and Institutional Processes
in prioritizing some of the tasks. We still face the
difficulty in finding the right person for the
We invested time in planning for the proposal
programmes
and we had to test out some candidates
writing process for our next 3 year phase. We used
before
going
for confirmed recruitment, or
this opportunity to take stock of our
changing
roles
internally.
accomplishments and strategies, scan the
environment for trends that we have and have not
responded to, do a swot analysis and then evolve a
plan and roadmap for the next three years. In mid
March we had a half day meeting with Project
Officers from our core donors Bread for the World
and Misereor. We shared our work and its impact as
well as the internal processes and institutional

Personal factors – family needs in relation to staff
also came in the way of delivering on results. We had
periods of staff being off work for family reasons,
and moving out of the role as well.
In collaborative research, since the researchers are
not EQUATIONS staff their willingness to work on
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exacting research or the timelines they work with
are often out of our control. Often what seems a
promising start may fizzle out.

! Take forward advocacy with government and
policy makers and bodies such as the Planning
Commission and state commissions.

Windows of opportunity on advocacy often shift
internal priorities. The Child programme and Kerala
have focused extensively on the child abuse issue.
Changes in coastal regulation have also been a
significant focus of our attention, resulting in the
neglect of EIA issues and campaign.

! More work with the industry and with SMEs and
tourism service providers.
! To work more with informal associations and the
informal sector in tourism.
! Towards a more innovative outreach and
dissemination strategy leveraging on our website
as an active resource.

Our effort towards broadening network
relationships to all parts of India, including the
islands, was based on research and struggles
initiated by communities. It was done through
research, capacity building workshops,
consultations, campaigns and advocacy. Our
interventions on policy advocacy have been focused
opening up key policy spaces to influence by
EQUATIONS.

! Broad basing funding sources and developing
strong internal capacity of programme
coordinators to source grant money that meets
strategic objectives of programmes.

Key Funding Support
Our core donors Bread for the World (BftW) and
Misereor have continued to provide critical support
to the network-building programme.

Some of the significant learning in the last year
has been:

The Global Forest Coalition (GFC) has extended its
support (in turn supported by Swed Bio) to
coordinate a project to monitor REDD issues in India
and explore the coherence between REDD policies
and existing socially and environmentally forest
policies and practices.

! Our critical engagements on tourism policies and
issues in the previous years have resulted in
different Ministries and State governments
reverting to us on our critique and at times
incorporating our views and positions.
! The need for credible and painstaking research
has been revalidated.

The project on “Alleviating Poverty through nature
tourism in India, Brazil and South Africa- IBSA” with
support from African Safari Lodge Foundation (in
turn supported by the Ford foundation) on which
EQUATIONS was the coordinating Indian
organization concluded this year.

! The strategy of working with external
researchers particularly those linked with
communities and movements has been
important. It does make the working together
more complex but we believe that in the long run
it reflects ground issues much better and builds
stronger networks.

With the support of the Critical Ecosystem
Partnership Fund, we have initiated a three year
small project to address the threats that
unregulated tourism development has posed to the
Western Ghats landscape in the Nilgiris area.

Moving ahead

SOMO continued to support us to work on corporate
monitoring research using a case study approach
with focus on tourism.

! Geographically extend our work nationally.
! Work on specific issues or struggles, supporting it
with research which would be collaborative in
nature and taking ahead advocacy plans jointly.
! Linking initiatives on monitoring cells,
community based tourism impact assessment and
an eventual national network in the form of the
National Tourism Forum.
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 2009-10
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2010
AMOUNT (INR)
2009-10

2008-09

2007-08

5,901,134.94

5,002,833.33

5,764,374.96

46,710.00

55,911.00

646,192.00

Cash and Bank Balances

758,978.94

1,009,040.33

1,237,976.11

Investments & Deposits

5,015,826.00

3,672,408.00

3,424,686.00

79,620.00

265,474.00

455,520.85

TOTAL ASSETS

5,901,134.94

5,002,833.33

5,764,374.96

LIABILITIES

5,901,134.94

5,002,833.33

5,764,374.96

Capital Fund

5,651,446.58

4,707,980.48

5,537,362.61

Corpus Fund

25,000.00

25,000.00

25,000.00

ASSETS
Fixed Assets

Loans & Advances

Other Liabilities
TOTAL LIABILITIES

224,688.36

269,852.85

202,012.35

5,901,134.94

5,002,833.33

5,764,374.96

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2010
AMOUNT (INR)
2009-10
INCOME
Grants & Donations

2007-08

8,427,536.42

10,220,891.61

11,039,829.11

8,136,823.62

9,494,172.75

10,552,457.50

-

-

226,130.00

62,093.80

488,981.86

47,285.00

Coordination & Consultancy
Contribution for Travel

2008-09

-

-

13,495.00

10,000.00

64,528.00

18,000.00

Bank Interest

218,049.00

173,009.00

163,985.00

Miscellaneous

570.00

200.00

18,476.61

7,484,070.32

11,085,456.14

10,667,976.08

Programme and Project Expenses

2,243,334.79

6,433,264.78

5,637,583.33

Workshops & Meetings

1,581,918.78

290,165.00

125,678.44

59,066.50

17,748.00

34,140.00

-

-

256,164.00

2,690,977.75

3,157,257.86

3,337,355.00

Operational Expenses

368,079.50

426,988.50

402,769.53

Office Rent, Water and Electricity

421,520.00

491,346.00

531,764.00

Licence, Fees and Taxes

20,530.00

18,275.00

18,679.00

Auditor's Remuneration

87,210.00

87,210.00

78,652.00

Miscellaneous Expenses

2,232.00

15,930.00

16,784.45

-

135,007.00

-

9,201.00

12,264.00

228,406.33

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE

943,466.10

-

371,853.03

EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER INCOME

-

864,564.53

-

Contribution for Publications
Honorarium

EXPENDITURE

Staff Capacitation
Documentaries
Personnel Costs

Loss on Sale of Fixed Assets
Depreciation
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June 2009

Events that saw EQUATIONS’
presence 2009-2010
Meetings:
April 2009
!

Consultation on Community Struggles in
Himachal come together to ascertain their
control and rights over forest, land and water
resources, on 10th – 11th April 2009 organised by
Himalayan Niti Abhiyan at Bilaspur, Himachal
Pradesh

!

Workshop on Communities, Livelihoods and
Tourism on 16th -18th April 2009 organised by
the UNESCO World Heritage Center, UNESCO,
New Delhi, World Heritage Advisory Bodies,
IUCN, ICOMOS and UNWTO at Madikeri,
Karnataka

!

Measuring Progress for Children in India: Child
Rights Review and reporting Optional Protocols
to the UNCRC on 17th - 18th April 2009 organised
by India Alliance for Child Rights and Joint
Women’s Programme at Delhi

!

State level meeting with industry
representatives to discuss the Hotel
Classification Systems on 10th June 2009 at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

!

Training programme on Responsible Tourism in
Kerala on 12th June 2009 organised by Institute
of Management, Government of Kerala at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

!

National Consultation to evolve a Peoples’
understanding and response to the Climate
Crisis, on 20th -21st June 2009 organised by
Bharat Jan Vigyan Jatha, Delhi Forum, Delhi
Platform, Focus on the Global South,
Intercultural Resources, National Forum for
Forest People & Forest Workers & New Trade
Union Initiative, at Ranchi, Jharkhand

July 2009
!

Meeting on conclusions of Climate Science
implications for policy and equity and
Bangalore's transportation - issues and
alternatives on 3rd July 09 organised by
Bangalore Platform on climate change at
Bangalore, Karnataka

!

Measuring Progress for Children in India:
Citizens’ Collective Country Review & Reporting
on Child Rights Optional Protocols to the UNCRC
from 16th - 17th July 2009, the 2nd meeting
organised by India Alliance for Child Rights and
Joint Women’s Programme at Delhi

!

Meeting with Chairperson of National
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights on
17th July 2009 at Delhi

!

Meeting on Protection of Children in Tourism on
24th July 2009 organised by Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India at Delhi

!

Workshop on Kerala Children's Code Bill on 25th –
26th July 2009 organised by Department of
Social Welfare, Kerala and Kerala Mahila
Samakhya Society at Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala

May 2009
!

Meeting on ‘How to bring Karnataka into the
fore-front of tourism destinations by discussing
its brand strategy’ on 13th May 2009 organised
by Karnataka Tourism Forum (KTF) at Bangalore,
Karnataka

!

Southern African and Indian Practitioners
Workshop to Exchange Lessons and Best
Practices on Using Nature Tourism as a Force for
Poverty Alleviation on 13th - 14th May 2009, at
New Delhi (Organised)

!

!

Workshop on Child Protection on 25th - 26th May
2009 organised by KUONI Travel Holding Ltd for
the partners of the Kuoni Group, co-facilitated
by EQUATIONS at Panjim, Goa
Workshop on Child Protection on 28th May 2009
organised by KUONI Travel Holding Ltd for the
partners of the Kuoni Group, co-facilitated by
EQUATIONS at Kochi, Kerala
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August 2009
!

!

!

(ATREE), National Centre for Biological
Sciences, Nature Conservation Foundation and
Centre for Ecological Sciences at Indian Institute
of Science, Bangalore, Karnataka

Discussion on Ethical issues in Climate Change
and Waste management in Bangalore in the
context of Climate Change on 7th August 2009
organised by Bangalore Platform on climate
change at Bangalore, Karnataka
Meeting on the drafting of the Child sexual
abuse law for Kerala on 12th August 09 organised
by Kerala Mahila Samakhya Society at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
Meeting with Chairperson of Karnataka State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights on
20th August 2009 at Bangalore, Karnataka

!

Internal Consultative Meeting of the Ecotourism
Society of India (ESoI), on 22nd August 2009 at
Delhi

!

Meeting with Director, Tourism, Kerala on 25th
August 2009 to discuss the need for putting
mechanisms in place for tackling child abuse in
tourism and to take steps to strengthen the
awareness campaign at Kovalam and declare it
as Zero Tolerance Zone on Child Abuse at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

VI meeting of the State Level Responsible
Tourism Committee (SLRTC) on Tourism on 8th
September 2009 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

!

Meeting of the representatives of Kovalam Hotel
& Restaurant Association, Panchayat, Police,
Social Welfare Department, Kerala Mahila
Samakhya on 17th September 09 convened by
the Director, Tourism, Kerala to discuss the
Kovalam Vigil awareness campaign on Child
Abuse at Kovalam, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

!

!

!

Awareness program with students on Ecotourism
at Academy for Management Studies on 25th
September 2009 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

!

Vrishti 2009 - World Tourism Day Function on
26th September 2009, co-organised by
EQUATIONS in collaboration with Kerala
Institute of Travel & Tourism Studies (KITTS) at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

!

World Tourism Day Function on 26th September
2 0 0 9 c o - o r g a n i s e d b y E Q U AT I O N S i n
collaboration with Academy of Business
Management, Tourism & Research (ABMTR) at
Bangalore, Karnataka

October 2009

September 2009
!

!

Core group meeting of the Centre for
Responsible Tourism on 19th September 2009
organised by Caritas-Goa and Council for Social
Justice and Peace at Panjim, Goa
Regional Workshop on Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) on 24th 25th September 2009 organised by Global Forest
Coalition at Bangkok, Thailand
Young Ecologists Talk and Interact (YETI) on 25th
September 2009 organised by the Ashoka Trust
for Research in Ecology and the Environment
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!

Workshop on Climate Justice and Tourism on 2nd
October 2009 facilitated by the Ecumenical
Coalition on Tourism (ECOT) under the People’s
Action on Climate Change (PACC) at Bangkok,
Thailand

!

A South Consultative Meeting of partners and
resource persons on climate justice and tourism
on 4th October 2009 facilitated by Ecumenical
Coalition On Tourism (ECOT) at Bangkok,
Thailand

!

Capacity building workshop on sustainable
tourism, on 12th -13th October 2009, organised
by Ministry of Tourism and UNEP at New Delhi

!

Training for the women staff members of various
departments of Government of Kerala on
“women empowerment through tourism
development” on 16th October 2009, organised
by IMG at Trivandrum, Kerala

!

Seminar on Ecotourism: Relevance for India,
Experiences, Challenges and Future Prospects
on 31st October, 2009, organised by CMS
Vatavaran Seminar at New Delhi

!

Meeting of the members of the India Climate
Justice on 30th October 2009 at Delhi

!

5th International Canopy Conference 2009 on
31st October 2009 organised by ATREE at
Bangalore, Karnataka

November 2009

January 2010

!

Public Hearing on issues of rehabilitation of
Sardar Sarovar Project affected families in the
vasahats of Gujarat on 6th – 7th November 2010
organised by Narmada Bachao Andolan

!

State level consultation on children's sexual
abuse laws on 16th January 2010 organised by
Department of Social Welfare, Kerala and KMSS
at Kozhikode, Kerala

!

Meeting on Strategy to fulfil Children’s rights in
Karnataka on 7th November 2010 organised by
Karnataka State Commission for Protection of
Child Rights at Bangalore

!

!

Meeting of Anti Posco Campaign in India on 7th
November 2009, Bangalore in Karnataka

Session on ‘The Environmental Effects of the
Tourist Industry’ for Swedish students organised
by Institute of Development Research and
Corporate Ethics from 16th - 17th January 2010
at Chennai, Tamil Nadu

!

Third stock taking national meeting on
“Measuring Progress for Children in India:
Citizens’ Collective Country Review & Reporting
on Child Rights Optional Protocols to the
UNCRC” on 18th January 2010 organised by India
Alliance for Child Rights and Joint Women’s
Programme at Delhi

!

Pre-convention meeting of YWCA, India on the
theme of 'Who is my Neighbour', from 7th - 8th
November 2009, organised by YWCA, at
Bangalore

!

Mid-term review of the 11th five year plan
meeting of the consultative group on tourism on
10th November, 2009 organised by the Planning
Commission, Delhi

!

!

Meeting with Mr Sujit Banerjee, Secretary,
Ministry of Tourism on 10th November 2009,
Delhi

Consultation on “Prevention of Offences against
the Child Bill, 2009” on 19th January 2010
organised by NCPCR at Delhi

!

!

Meeting with Dr Prabhakar Dubey, Director,
Ministry of Tourism on 10th November 2009,
Delhi

Third meeting on Protection of Children in
Tourism on 28th January 2010 organised by
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India at
Delhi

!

!

Meeting with Mr Arun Maira, Member, Planning
Commission, 18th November 2009, Delhi

Meeting with Mr Sujit Banerjee, Secretary,
Ministry of Tourism on 28th January 2010, Delhi

!

!

Second meeting on Protection of Children in
Tourism on 18th November 2009 organised by
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India at
Delhi

7th annual convention of Jharkhand Jungle
Bachao Andolan (JJBA) from 28th- 29th January
2010 at Ranchi, Jharkhand

!

Protest against ID card for entry to Cubbon Park
on 30th November 2009, organised by
Environment Support Group, Bangalore,
Karnataka

National level consultation on implementation
of Forest Rights Act on 30th January 2010
organised by JJBA and NFFPFW at Ranchi,
Jharkhand

!

Seminar on Urban Ecology - "Street trees of
Bangalore: a critical ecological and
environmental resource and Urban commons: A
case study of Agara lake", on 30th January 2010
organized by ATREE at Bangalore

!

!

Talk on “What corporate accountability is
beginning to mean, including, notions of
complicity” on 30th November 2009 facilitated
by Ms. Usha Ramanathan at Bangalore,
Karnataka

February 2010

December 2009
!

Launch of publications - The Challenge and
Prospects of Tourism in Goa Today & Claiming
the Right to Say No on 5th December 2009,
organised by Centre for Responsible Tourism at
Panjim, Goa
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!

All India Convention for Tourism Professionals on
New Age Marketing in Tourism and Tourism Expo
on 5th & 6th Feb 2010, organised by KITTS
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

!

State level public consultation with fisher folks
and local communities to strengthen CRZ on 8th

February 2010 organised by CEE for MOEF at
Kochi, Kerala
!

!

!

2010, organised by Delhi Platform and National
Forum of Forest People & Forest Workers
(NFFPFW) at Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh

Session on 'Alternative Tourism' for students
from Ramapo College, New Jersey on 13th
February 2010 organised by Pipal Tree at
Bangalore, Karnataka
VII meeting of the State Level Responsible
Tourism Committee (SLRTC) on Tourism on 16th
February 2010 at Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
Environmental Working Committee Meeting of
the State Level Responsible Tourism Committee
on 16th February 2010 at Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala

!

Evaluation Committee Meeting of the
Responsible Tourism Initiative on 16th February
2010

!

National level seminar on ‘Sustainable Tourism New directions, Challenges & Applications’, on
18th February 2010, organised by Department of
Tourism Studies, Christ University, Bangalore

!

Workshop to review recent law and policy
changes in Environmental Governance in India
from 17th - 18th March 2010 organised by
Environment Support Group at Bangalore,
Karnataka

!

Workshop on “Practising Responsible Tourism”
from 19th - 20th March 2010 organised by
Ecotourism Society of India at Kochi, Kerala

!

Workshop on Tourism Carrying Capacity / Impact
Assessment in the High Altitude Cold Desert
region of Spiti, from 25th – 26th March, 2010
organised by WWF India at Delhi

Publications
!

EQUATIONS Annual Report 2008-09

!

Coastal Regulation in India – Why do we need a
new Notification, April 2009

!

Making a Difference - Dossier on community
engagement on nature based tourism in India
(Book & CD), May 2009 (English & Hindi)

!

Save the Western Ghats Campaign meeting from
18th – 20th February 2010 at Kotagiri, Tamil
Nadu

!

Training for Trainers on Trafficking issues on
22nd February 2010 organised by Department of
Women and Child Development, Government of
Karnataka at Bangalore

!

IFI and Tourism: Perspectives and Debates, June
2009 (Hindi)

!

Workshop on Right to Food from 25th - 27th
February, 2010 organised by Bread for the World
at Chennai, Tamil Nadu

Nature, Market, Tourism: Exploring tourism’s
claim to conservation in India, June 2009
(English & Hindi)

!

The Tourism Development Conundrum – Impacts
and Conflicts with Peoples’ Rights and
Challenges to Conservation of Protected Areas in
Indian states (Briefing Paper), September 2009

!

Right to Information and Tourism, (Hindi),
September 2009

!

Right to Say No – Investigation Report of Israeli
tourists in Goa, December 2009

!

The Challenge and Prospects of Tourism in Goa
today, December 2009

!

Envisioning Tourism in India, January 2010

!

Briefing Sheet on Child Pornography and
Tourism, March 2010

!

Working Paper series – 2009 – 10, March 2010

!

CD cover of Unholy Nexus (reprinted)

!

Unholy Nexus Briefing Sheet (reprinted)

!

March 2010
!

Second International Expert Meeting on
Reporting Procedures from 7th - 9th March 2010
organised by ECPAT Germany at Berlin, Germany

!

ITB from 10th – 12th March 2010, Berlin,
Germany

!

25th UNWTO Task Force for the Protection of
Children in Tourism on 12th March 2010
organised by UNWTO at ITB Berlin, Germany

!

!

Workshop on Fair Play- also in Tourism on 12th
March 2010 organised by EED Tourism Watch at
ITB Berlin, Germany
Meeting on ‘People's Movements on Ecological
Commons & Conservation’ on 10th -11th March
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Papers and Statements
!

Comments on the Andamans & Nicobar Islands
Registration of Tourist Trade Regulation 2009,
May 2009

!

Letter to Smt. Geetha Reddy, Minster for
Tourism, Andhra Pradesh on Cruise Tourism from
Vizag to Andamans on 26th June 2009

!

Recommendations to Ministry of Tourism (MoT)
on mechanisms of working towards protection of
children from exploitation in tourism,
September 2009

!

Campaign statement ‘Our Culture is not for
Sale!’ on World Tourism Day, 27th September
2009

!

Letter to Shri. Jairam Ramesh on availability of
information on environmental clearance letters
on the Ministry of Environment & Forests
website, 30th September 2009

!

Paper on Canopy Tourism: Concept and Practices
in the Indian Context, October 2009

!

Campaign letter to Smt. Mamata Banerjee,
Minister for Railways protesting against their
idea of exclusive coaches for foreigners, 2nd
November 2009

!

Letter to Dr. V. Venu, Secretary Tourism on the
need for a wider stakeholder consultation to
take stock the implementation of Responsible
Tourism Initiative in Kerala on 3rd November
2009

!

Comments on the Draft Summary Report of the
World Bank Assisted Integrated Coastal Zone
Management Project’ Environment & Social
Assessment, 28th December 2009

!

Letter on the environmental impacts of the
proposed and initiated tourism developments at
the Sardar Sarovar Dam to Shri Devendra
Pandey, Chairperson of the Experts Committee
on Environmental Impacts of SSP, ISP and OSP,
20th January 2010

!

Tourism Trends in Kerala & Lakshadweep (April
to December 2009)

!

Consultation report of meetings at Rishikesh and
Ramnagar, Uttarakhand (translated to Hindi)

!

Briefing Sheet – Unholy Nexus (translated to
Hindi)

!

Briefing Sheet – Unholy Nexus (translated to
Oriya)

!

Briefing Sheet - Unholy Nexus (translated to
Malayalam)

!

Paper - Scott Free - Protecting Children against
Sexual Exploitation in Tourism (translated to
Hindi)

Contribution to other Publications
!

Paper "Natural Disasters: Learning from the
Tsunami" contributed to publication Disaster
Prevention in Tourism: Perspectives on Climate
Justice published by ECOT, September 2009

!

Paper "Exploring the Road to REDD in India - An
Independent Monitoring Report", contributed to
publication REDD Realities published by Global
Forest Coalition, December 2009

Visual Materials

Letter to editors of Times of India and Economic
Times on the Letter sent to Smt. Mamata
Banerjee, Minister for Railways protesting
against their idea of exclusive coaches for
foreigners, 4th November 2009

!

!

Paper on Ecological Commons, People and
Tourism, March 2010
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!

EQUATIONS website –www.equitabletourism.org

!

EQUATIONS vision poster, core values poster and
brochure

!

Rethink Tourism post cards – Foreign and
Domestic tourists, Land Grab, Incentivizing
Tourism – SMEs , Child Labour & Child Sexual
Abuse

!

Poster - How ‘Eco’ is Eco - Tourism developed on
the Fringes of Kanha & Bandhavgarh National
Parks

!

Poster - Tourism and Child Pornography

!

Poster on Child sexual abuse and tourism
(reprinted)

!

Poster on Child Labour and Tourism (reprinted)

!

Stickers on “Say No to Tourism that Exploits the
Child” (reprinted)

!

Film Mahua Memoirs (DVD, cover, sticker - Hindi)

!

Cloth Bags - Let’s make Tourism Democratic,
Let’s make Tourism Sustainable and Let’s make
Tourism Equitable

10. “Pilgrimage centres turning into sex hotspots:
Study”, Times of India, New Delhi edition,
25.11.2009

!

Note books - Let’s make Tourism Democratic,
Let’s make Tourism Sustainable and Let’s make
Tourism Equitable

11. “Pilgrimage centres Turning into Sex Tourism
Hubs: Study”, Visionmp.com news service,
25.11.2009

!

Conference folder – Re.think Tourism

12. “CHANGING FACE: Temple towns turning sex
hotspots?- Study shows children are most
vulnerable at pilgrimage centres”, Times of
India, Bangalore edition, 26.11.2009

Audio
!

Hindi voice over for the film Mahua Memoirs

13. “Sin in sacred places, Deccan Chronicle”, New
Delhi edition, 01.12.2009

Media Reports and Press Releases

14. “Tourism can promote good human relations”,
Times of India, 6.12.2009

Press release
!

Child Labour: An ugly face of Tourism on 10th
July 2009, the World Day against Child Labour

15. “Tourism is a powerful tool”, The Hindu,
6.12.2009
16. “Church-affiliated Goa group publishes antiIsraeli book”, Thaindian, 11.12.2009

Print media:
1.

“Poly Bhakthargal - Seerazhiyum Siruvarugal”
(Unholy Nexus and exploitation of children)
cover in Kumudam Magazine (Tamil weekly
magazine), Chennai edition, 4th – 10th May
2009

2.

“Volunteer corps to join the fight”, The New
Indian Express, 18.09.2009

3.

“Slew of programmes on Tourism Day”, The
Hindu Online Edition, 27.09.2009

4.

“Abuse: Travelling sex offender”, The Express
Buzz, Chennai edition, 15.11.2009

5.

“Union Ministry of Tourism to evolve a Code of
Conduct for all tourism service providers”,
Press Information Bureau, Government of
India, dated 23.11.2009

6.

“Tourism ministry to evolve Code of Conduct
for all tourism service providers” Top News.in,
New Delhi edition, 23.11.2009

7.

“Govt to promote safety of women, child
visitors during CWG”, 23.11.2009,
http://www.zeenews.com/news581590.html

8.

9.

17. “In tourism, Goa church sees great new tool”,
Thaindian, 15.12. 2009
18. “Child Sex Abuse Non-Tolerant Zone: A lost
cause?”, Express BUZZ, Kerala edition,
25.12.2009
19. “Tourism Ministry for code of conduct to
protect women and children”, the Hindu, New
Delhi edition, 29.12.2009
20. “Code of conduct to protect child rights likely
to be introduced before CWG” Travel talk news
letter, Vol. XXI No. 23; 01.12.2009 (December 1
issue 2009)
21. “Govt planning code for 'safe, ethical'
tourism”, Times of India, National edition,
07.01.2010
22. “MoT enlists hotels in anti child pornography
drive”, www.hotelierindia.com, 07.01.2010
23. “New rules to stop tourists from using children
for sex”, DNA, 07.01.2010
24. “Hotels and airlines to fight child sex tourism”,
India today, New Delhi, 08.01.2010

“India to promote safety of women and child
visitors”, www.prokerala.com, New Delhi,
23.11.2009

25. “Centre’s code push to wipe off child sex
tourism stain”, Deccan Herald, New Delhi
edition, 03.02.2010

“India to Chart Code of Conduct to Make
Tourism Safe for Women and Children”, AHN
India Correspondent, 24.11.2009

26. “Govt issues code of conduct for safe tourism”,
Times of India, New Delhi edition, 03.02.2010
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27. “Code to check child abuse in tourist spots”,
Indian Express, New Delhi edition, 03.02.2010

and rejected Environmental Clearance under
S.O. 60(E) dated 27th January 1994, in August
2009

28. “Indian govt plans code of conduct for 'safe'
tourism”, The Korea Herald, 05.02.2010

!

MOEF on the List of Tourism Projects located
above an elevation of 1000m that had applied,
cleared, and rejected Environmental Clearance
under S.O. 60(E) dated 27th January 1994, in
August 2009

!

Police Station in Kovalam, Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala seeking information on cases of child
abuse by tourists from 2000- September 2009, in
September 2009

!

MOEF on Hotel complexes that were approved
environmental clearance under item 31 in
Schedule I, of S.O. 60 (E) 27th January 1994, as
per amendment SO 801 (E) 7 July 2004, in
September 2009

!

MOEF on Hotel complexes for more than 1000
people, discharging more than 50 thousand litres
per day, with an investment above Rs. 50 crores
that were approved environmental clearance –
under item 31 in Schedule I, of S.O. 60 (E) 27th
January 1994, as per amendment SO 801 (E) 7
July 2004, in September 2009

!

MOEF on Half-Yearly Compliance Reports filed
by Tourism Projects to the Ministry of
Environment and Forests (MoEF) as under S.O.
60(E) dated 27th January 1994, in August 2009.

MoEF on guidelines for classification of projects
into B1 or B2 and to enquire if individual projects
or constructions, within townships, require an
environmental clearance (item 8b of schedule)
irrespective of the townships already having a
prior environmental clearance, in January 2010

!

MOEF on Environmental Clearance Letters for
Tourism Projects applied, cleared, rejected
under S.O. 60(E) dated 27th January 1994, in
August 2009

MoEF, seeking information on the environmental
clearance for Lavasa Hill City project, Pune and
Narmada Nihar hotel, Gujarat under EIA
Notification, 2006 in January 2010

!

MoEF, seeking information on tourism projects
granted environmental clearance by MoEF in
2008 under Environment Impact Assessment
Notification, 2006, in January 2010

29. “Vultures flying on the Beaches”, Malayala
Manorama, Kerala Edition, 03.03.2010
30. Express Travel World featured Rosemary
Viswanath and EQUATIONS’ work in a special
feature on International Women’s Day on
08.03.2010

Right to Information applications filed
!

Police Stations in Kovalam, Vizhinjam,
Thiruvallam, Kanjiramkulam and Poovar (all in
Thiruvananthapuram District, Kerala) seeking
information on cases of child abuse within their
jurisdiction from 2000-2009, in April and May
2009

!

Public Relation Officer - Tourism department,
Uttarakhand in relation to our study on tourism
developments along the Bhagirathi River, in
June 2009

!

Law Department, Kerala seeking the status of
the Draft Kerala Children’s Code Bill submitted
in March by Kerala Law Reform Commission, in
August 2009

!

!

!

MOEF on the List of Tourism Projects located
between 0-200 m, 200-500m and beyond 500m
of High Water Line that had applied, cleared,
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Management, Staff and Extended Team
EQUATIONS Managing Committee (2009-2010)
Sl. No

Name

Designation

1

Adv. Mario Pinto Almeida

President

2

Ivo Rodrigues

Secretary

3

Raja Chidambaram

Treasurer

4

Rosemary Viswanath

Chief Functionary, (ex-officio)

5

Antony Varghese

Staff Representative, (ex-officio)

EQUATIONS staff team as on 31st March 2010
Programme

Programme Coordinator

Programme Resource
Team/Team members

1

Kerala State Networking
Programme

Saroop Roy

S.Vidya, Aditi Chanchani,
Shweta Narayan, Ananya
Dasgupta, Ramkumar G*

2

Karnataka State Networking
Programme

S. Vidya

Aditi Chanchani, Shweta
Narayan, Ananya Dasgupta,
Saroop Roy, Ramkumar G*

3

Tamil Nadu State Networking
Programme

Ram Kumar. G*

Aditi Chanchani, Shweta
Narayan, Ananya Dasgupta,
Saroop Roy, S. Vidya

4

Andhra Pradesh State
Networking Programme

Ram Kumar. G*

Saroop Roy

5

Other states, regions

Aditi Chanchani

S. Vidya, Shweta Narayan,
Ananya Dasgupta, Saroop Roy,
Ramkumar G*

6

Campaign Support Unit

Rosemary Viswanath

Vipin Thomas, Jyothis
Sreekumar

7

Women and Tourism

Ananya Dasgupta

8

Governance, Law and Tourism

Ananya Dasgupta

9

Tourism Education

Saroop Roy

10

Ecosystem, Communities and
Tourism

Shweta Narayan

Saroop Roy

11

Globalisation, Impact and
Tourism

Rosemary Viswanath

Aditi Chanchani

12

Child and Tourism

S.Vidya

Aditi Chanchani

13

Indigenous People and
Tourism

Aditi Chanchani

14

Institutional Support Services

Antony Varghese

Sl
No.

* For part of the year
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Ram Kumar. G*

G. Raghu, Rakesh S, Rajiv Das
and Shantha Kumari

Area in Orissa and its Impacts), Durga Kamble
(Tourism and the Forest Rights Act in Maharastra),
Keraleeyam, Thrissur (Preliminary investigation of
Child Abuse in Tourism destinations at Kozhikode,
Fort Kochi and Varkala in Kerala), Souparna Lahiri
(REDD Monitoring Project – Phase 1, REDD Monitoring
Project – Phase 2), Divya Badami Rao
(Commonwealth Games 2010, Delhi), Peeyush
Sekhsaria (Paper on Canopy Tourism: Concept and
Practices in the Indian Context), Ranjan Solomon
(Challenge and Prospects of Tourism in Goa),
EQUATIONS ex-staff Joyatri Ray and Syed Liyakhat
have both volunteered to help us offline.

Extended Team and Advisory Support
We invited many people to contribute their
expertise and skills to our work in the form of
research and to design our publication and
communication materials.

Staff capacity building
Capacity building workshops for EQUATIONS staff
!

Training and capacity building on Developing
Indicators and Log Frames by Raadhakrishnan
Alagarsamy, 6th to 9th April 2009

!

Tr a i n i n g a n d c a p a c i t y b u i l d i n g o n
communication & presentation skills by
Halasyam Sundaram, 29th and 30th June 2009

!

Translation support
Nidhi Agarwal

Global Information System – awareness program
and fieldtrip conducted by Donna Michele
D'Costa, 10th December 2010

!

Staff team members on uploading content to the
website by Jyothis Sreekumar in January 2010.

!

BftW partner workshops on Impact Monitoring of
Advocacy work by Franziska Krisch at
EQUATIONS in 1st & 2nd March 2010

Vimal bhai
Suneetha B
Bipin Chandr Chaturvedi
Ramesh Sharma
K S Subramaniam

Design and communication
External capacity building workshops

Lakshmi

!

Naina Chanchani

!

!

Jyothis Sreekumar attended ‘Creating Desired
Future’ workshop organized by Sol South
Foundation at Anekal Taluk, Bengaluru in
October 2009

Smriti Chanchani
Tara Goswami

Aditi Chanchani attended a Group Relations
Conference on Exploring and Managing
Difference at Pune in February 2010

C Senses (Ravindra Walters and Aninda Basu)
Focus Communication
Handesign (Shashwati B, Deepti R, Peeyush S)

Antony Varghese is pursuing Diploma in Financial
Management (TISS and FMSF)

National Printing Press
Roy + Arati design

Research support

W Q Judge Press

Sharadha Balasubramanian (Tourism Impact
Assessment Project), Vimal Bhai (Status report of
tourism development on the Bhagirathi river,
Uttarakhand), J P Bernard (Documentation of
violations by tourism establishments on the East
Coast Road between Chennai and Mammalapuram,
Tamil Nadu), Meghnath Choudhury (Rights of the
people in the context of PESA, implementation of
Forest Rights Act and expansion of tourism in
Jharkhand), Mamata Dash (Preliminary Assessment
of Trends in Tourism development in Chilika Lake

EQUATIONS Internal Seminar Series
Nina Rao, “Information management,
documentation practices & use in action research”
Nina Rao, “Cultural Representation – case study on
Apni Dhani, Sekhawati (Rajasthan)”
Professor Vidya Rao, “Initiatives by the School of
Social Work (TISS) and the interfaces with the
tourism debate”
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Interns in EQUATIONS (2009-2010) and their work
Sl Name of the
No. student

Academic
Course
Pursued

Institution

Period of
internship
(Weeks)

Research
study made
on

Programme
worked with

Research
Women and
study on
Tourism
‘Women’s
Employment
in the Tourism
Industry’,
with
particular
focus on the
Hospitality
Industry in
Bangalore

1

Kerstin
Dahmen

Masters
studies in
Cultural
Anthropology

University of
Cologne,
Germany

May 1 to July
31, 2009 (14
weeks)

2

Aarathi
Kumar

Masters
programme
in Economics

IIT Madras

June 1 to July ‘Developing a Globalisation,
10, 2009 (6
Frame Work
Impacts and
weeks)
for
Tourism
Monitoring
Corporations
in Tourism’

3

Selma Koso

Masters
Programme
in Human
Rights

University of
Gothenburg
in Sweden

September 1
to December
20, 2009 (16
Weeks)

4

Shirin
Bhandari

MSc in Social
and Cultural
Psychology

London
School of
Economics
and Political
Science, UK

20th Oct to
Women,
18th Dec 2009 HIV/AIDS and
(9 weeks)
Tourism

Women and
Tourism
Programme

5

Pilar Durá
Yáñez

Postgraduate
in Cultural
Tourism

University of
Barcelona,
Spain

4th to 22nd
January 2010

Stocktaking
of reports
photodocumenting
cases of child
labour in few
areas of
Bengaluru.

Tourism
Resource
Centre

6

Jyothi

Focus
Bookshop,
Bengaluru

15th to 19th
February
2010

Short
internship to
learn about
EQUATIONS
systems and
processes

Finance and
Administrat
ion
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Status paper
on ‘Child
Pornography
and its Links
to Tourism’

Child and
Tourism

EQUATIONS is a research and policy advocacy
organisation (non-profit society) working on tourism
and development issues in India. Its work has focused
on the economic, social, political, cultural and
institutional impacts of tourism particularly on local
communities. We do this through programmes on
women and tourism, the child and tourism, eco
system, communities and tourism, governance law and
tourism, tourism education and globalisation impacts
on tourism. EQUATIONS works closely networking
with organisations and communities, to influence
people centered forms of tourism that ensure
significant local benefits and take into account the
negative impacts of an unbridled growth of tourism.

www.equitabletourism.org

info@equitabletourism.org

