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Advisory Council's recommendations were based.
The trade policy debate in India continues to
champion a neo-liberal economic philosophy,
d i s re g a rd i n g q u e s t i o n s o f d e m o c r a t i c
accountability, consultation, equity and
community rights.

The year 2006 saw increasing violence, state
repression, widespread protests and violent
struggles across the nation. In spite of local
resistance against forced land acquisitions for
creation of Special Economic Zones (SEZs), state
and central governments went ahead. Battle lines
were drawn in Singur and Nandigram (both West
Bengal). In Kalinganagar, Kashipur, and in several
parts of mineral rich and bio-diverse tribal Orissa,
the muscle of large extractive and manufacturing
industry giants have with impunity disregarded or
bought out state machinery in the face of shocking
and damning evidence. In the northeast, lip
service to development with disregard to the long
standing demand of the North-Eastern people to
repeal the draconian Armed Forces Special Powers
Act results in the continuing violation of human
rights and the militarization of the region. The
growing Naxal movements across the central belt
of the country, indicative of the failure of the state
to combat poverty and provide for basic human
needs, has led to vicious spirals of violence and
repression leaving large masses internally
displaced and trapped with no real alternatives.

Fourteen years after the adoption of the
landmark 73rd and 74th Amendments providing
constitutional status to the Panchayat Raj
Institutions and urban local bodies the agenda of
decentralisation does not seem to have translated
in letter and spirit on the ground. In tribal areas,
despite the passing of the Panchayat Extension in
Scheduled Areas Act, devolution of powers and
even recognition of traditional governance
mechanisms has not materialised. India has
progressive policies on participation of women in
local self-governance institutions. However the
reality of the influence they can wield and the
implementation of the policies leave much to be
desired.
According to National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), every year about 44, 476
children go missing in India, but are actually
trafficked. The formation of the National
Commission on Children and a ban in October
2006 on the employment of children as domestic
servants in the hospitality sector were two
welcome policy initiatives. To change the realities
on the ground for children, however, will take
more cooperation and political will.

The long awaited National Rehabilitation
Policy formulated by the Ministry of Rural
Development was a clear watering down of
important principles on which the National
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Although some time has passed since the
enactment of the Right to Information Act 2005,
the demand for transparency from the governance
machinery continues. There have also been
attempts by the government to undermine its
power, in its proposal to exclude file notings from
the purview of the Act. Vigorous protests and
campaigning compelled the shelving of this
proposal.

forest lands would result in biodiversity loss and
habitat change.

So where does Tourism figure in all this?
With 842 million arrivals worldwide and a
4.5% growth rate, 2006 exceeded expectations of
the tourism sector. International tourist arrivals to
South Asia grew by 10%, boosted by India, the
destination responsible for half the arrivals to the
sub-region. Sustaining its growth in the tourism
industry, India witnessed an increment in foreign
tourist arrivals from 3.92 million in 2005 to 4.43
million in 2006, and foreign exchange earnings
saw a phenomenal 14.6 % growth from US$
5730.86 million to US$ 6569.34 million for the
same period.

The Coastal Regulation Zone Notification
(CRZ) issued in 1991, was first diluted by the
tourism lobby which wanted unencumbered
access to coastal stretches. To date, it has been
amended 20 times, with each amendment further
diluting its provisions. The Ministry of
Environment and Forests (MoEF) has decided to
replace the CRZ Notification with a Management
Plan setting off wide protests by coastal
communities and environmental groups.

Aimed to cope, sustain and attract even more
tourist arrivals and therefore earn more foreign
exchange, the Union Budget 2007-08 has the
following highlights:

The National Environment Policy, 2006 was
approved by the Cabinet in May 2006. This policy
aims to ''mainstream environmental concerns in all
development activities'' and provides a set of
guidelines for the legislative, regulatory and
planning scheme, proposing market-based
instruments rather than laws to regulate. The
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification first issued in 1994 was withdrawn
and EIA for tourism has been removed in the new
Notification. These well orchestrated changes in
the policy and legal spaces has effectively given
tourism a holiday from accountability and it is
business as usual with no pretensions of a tint of
green.
On a positive note, the Government of India
passed the Forests Rights Act, which for the first
time recognised the rights of forest dwelling
communities over forest resources. Significant
opposition to its passing was seen from a section of
'conservationists and wildlife experts' who
contested the Bill on grounds that granting more
rights to indigenous and local communities over

!

Tourism allocation increased 18.2 % from Rs
996.62 crore for 2007-08 against Rs 842.82
crore for 2006-07.

!

Provision for building tourist infrastructure of
Rs 520 crore for 2007-08 against Rs 395.5
crore in 2006-07.

!

The flagship “Incredible India” marketing
campaign was allotted Rs 228.2 crore for the
third consecutive fiscal.

!

Rs 96 crore for development of tourism
through diverse attractions available in the
North East.

In the accommodation segment, India is
Asia's second most active market after China. This
is reflected in the Ministry of Tourism sanctioning
capital subsidy for 43 budget category hotels,
interest subsidy for 86 budget category hotels,
clearing 146 new hotel projects with 12623
rooms. In addition, 29 foreign technical
collaboration proposals for hotel projects and 20
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cases of foreign direct investments have also been
cleared. A five-year income tax holiday for two,
three and four-star hotels and convention centres,
coming up in and around the National Capital
Region (NCR) was also announced in the Union
Budget. The Ministry of Tourism has also
launched the 'Incredible India Bed and Breakfast
Scheme' to augment the availability of rooms for
tourists.

notices. The reason - an ambitious tourism
development project that would transform the
bustee in the Teesta char into a 'mini Switzerland'.
In several parts of India like Himachal Pradesh,
Uttaranchal, Sikkim, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and the
Andaman Islands, the ecotourism mantra is being
promoted as the way ahead for sustainable
development. Most of these areas are ecological
preserves, rich in biodiversity and natural beauty
and inhabited by indigenous communities.

On medical ‘tourism’, as medical costs
skyrocket in the developed world, a task force has
been set up to promote India as a health tourism
destination. The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII)-McKinsey study on healthcare
predicts medical tourism to contribute Rs 5,00010,000 crore additional revenue for up-market
tertiary hospitals by 2012 and account for 3-5% of
the total healthcare delivery market. The Ministry
of Tourism is now promoting the M visas specially
designed for medical tourists to be in India for one
year (extendable to three years) by a doctor's
recommendation. According to the Ministry, in
2005-06 itself there were 1,50,000 medical
tourists.

The increasing role of large corporate houses
and businesses in influencing policy development
and de-regulation is no different in tourism. The
government chooses to include them in close-door
consultations on emerging policies and projects
related to trade, investment and tourism as it
considers them the primary stakeholders. In many
controversial tourism projects, it is the corporates
who are culpable of violating local rights and
human rights, bending government rules and laws
and overriding them to pursue their interest. A
wider array of corporate players like real estate
giants, private hospitals and travel agencies have
entered the tourism arena making it all the more
critical to monitor their activities. Our work will
take serious note of this trend and challenge the
corporate privilege to solely determine the
direction and benefits of tourism development.

The creation of infrastructure in rural areas
having tourism potential is being supported under
a new scheme for rural tourism. A number of
s t a t e s – Ra j a s t h a n , Ka r n a t a k a , G u j a r a t ,
Maharashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu are pursuing the
idea of establishing tourism in rural areas. A
remote Naga village, after a break of 56 years,
revived its centuries old traditional ceremony of
'opening its gates' as its way of getting on the
world tourist map.

The importance of tourism education is being
recognised by many state governments and private
institutions. A large number of institutions were
developed and run by the government sector to
offer training in tourism trades. The private sector
has also become active in recent years. The various
segments where human resource development of
the tourism industry is being designed are hotels,
restaurants, travel agents, tour operators, pilots,
guides, taxi drivers, coach operators and other
providers of tourist services. While tourism
education is getting more and more privatised, an
interesting development is that a larger number of
institutions are considering subjects like

Even the Narmada valley, the site of a
longstanding peoples struggle against forced
displacement, has not been spared as tourism is
being proposed along the banks of the river at the
dam site. In Sikkim, bulldozers are on the move as
a group of about 500 people living in the Char
(riverbed) of Teesta in the township of Rangpo in
Bengal-Sikkim border were issued eviction
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sustainable tourism, impacts, sex tourism and so
on in their s0yllabus.

presenting the latest products and services from
the industry with Indian companies doing
business worth $1.45 billion.

International

The tourism debate in India is at an interesting
stage. Communities and civil society have
campaigned for years at the international and
national level around issues of local sustainability
in tourism, responsibility in tourism plans, actions
and policies, increasing community participation
and mitigating adverse impacts. While some of
these efforts have borne fruit in reforming policy
on tourism, it has also led to the perpetration of
novel concepts such as “responsible tourism”,
“pro-poor tourism”, “fair trade tourism” and
“community-based tourism” which need to be
studied closely. Often these concepts do not
question the flawed foundation on which tourism
develops that induces a North-South dependency,
which is investment-driven and also rarely seeks
corporate accountability. The processes by which
these concepts get implemented in countries like
India with high diversity and region specificity
might generate problems rather than solve them.

On the international scene, in a follow-up to
the Summit on Climate Change and Tourism, held
in 2003 in Tunisia, which resulted in the Djerba
Declaration, the UNWTO now wants the tourism
sector to be brought to the table in global response
to Climate Change. UNWTO plans to work even
more closely with UNEP and other agencies like
the International Civil Aviation Organisation, as
well as the private sector, in exploring new
patterns of consumption and conservation, as well
as fast track strategies for adaptation.
'Tourism opens doors for women' is the
theme for the United Nations World Tourism
Day. Following on the 'Tourism Enriches' theme
in 2006, this year's campaign highlights the
opportunities that the sector offers women. In the
context of UNWTO's Global Code of Ethics for
Tourism, the Organisation intends to join forces
with UNIFEM (United Nations Development
Fund for Women) to enhance the role of women
in tourism.

EQUATIONS WORK IN 2006-07 :
ACTIVITIES, IMPACT AND LEARNINGS

We also notice an increased direct foray by
IFIs and other financial institutions into
investment in tourism development, as is
happening with the ADB, especially with the
South Asian Sub-regional Economic Cooperation
project that include (SASEC) Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 13 of the north
eastern and eastern states of India.

While EQUATIONS work is organised into
programmes state (geographical) networking,
thematic programmes, the campaign support unit
and institutional support services, all of them work
in close synergy with one another. It becomes
difficult to report any particular intervention as
the work of one programme. For reasons of
brevity we have located these in one or the other.
The campaign support unit works across all
programmes providing information, research and
campaign support as well as engaging in capacity
building, thus has the shortest report in this
abridged version! Our detailed report will give a
better idea of the specific contribution of each
programme to the interventions.

The world's largest travel tradeshow ITB
Berlin announced India's arrival on the big stage,
with India being the partner country and setting
up its pavilion “Colours of India”, with
representatives from ten of the country's states and
50 exhibitors from the private sector. The ITB
Berlin from 7-11 March 2007 saw a record
number of 10,923 companies from 184 countries
4

NETWORKING

activists, and EQUATIONS contribution to
organizing this helped us look more closely on the
funding by International Financial Institutions
(IFIs) in the state and alert network partners.

Kerala
Tourism as an agenda of the Kerala
government continues to hold centre-stage,
whichever the party is in power. The Left
Democratic Front (LDF) which assumed power
in office in June 2006 is carrying on from where
the previous government left. The loss of the
WTTC award in March 2006 due to strong
campaigning by EQUATIONS and other
organizations has now prompted the government
to think about responsible tourism in Kerala.

EQUATIONS was able to make inroads into
the State Planning Board by participating in a
seminar on “Kerala and new economic policies”
organized by network partners in July 06. This
gave an opportunity to meet Mr. Prabhat Patnaik,
State Planning Board, Vice Chairman and raise
concerns on tourism planning within the state and
also address issues on the impacts of GATS in the
tourism sector. Vice chairman of the State
Planning Board has shared EQUATIONS
concerns on proposed STZs. In response to the
Tourism Minister's statement that STZs could be
considered in private lands, EQUATIONS in a
letter to the Minister expressed strong reservations
against such a move and highlighted several
concerns in relation to the Governments plan to
promote STZs

In response to the consistent voice against
unplanned development in the state, the
government has now retrieved 1.13 hectares of
land encroached by tourism industry at Kovalam
in February 2007. It is also noteworthy that the
government is working on a legislation to prevent
reclamation of paddy fields, which in places like
Kumarakom and Alappuzha, are being reclaimed
by the tourism industry for the construction of
resorts. The Revenue Minister of the state issued a
statement that the government will promulgate an
ordinance to check the reclamation of inland water
bodies and encroachment of the bordering areas.

EQUATIONS was invited by Centre for
Earth Science Studies (CESS) in August 06 to
discuss tourism development at Pathiramanal by
the Muhamma Panchayat. EQUATIONS raised
concerns on huge infrastructure plans in the guise
of ecotourism which influenced the meeting to
consider shelving the plans.

The Kerala programme continues to focus on
strengthening and building new networks and
contacts. This was achieved by district visits,
organising meetings as well as attending meetings
organised by network partners.

In Kottayam the programme was able to raise
concerns on the issues of tourism and Vembanad
Lake along with the Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad
(KSSP) activists and the way forward for
regulating tourism. In Ernakulam, interactions
with various groups were on the impacts of urban
development projects funded by IFIs specifically
the ADB. The meeting helped in sharing the
concerns with various network partners at
Thiruvananthapuram on Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission projects being
implemented in the state. In Wayanad, we met
with the members of panchayats, officials of
District Tourism Promotion Council (DTPC),

The meeting on Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) organized at Thiruvananthapuram on
30th May 06 kickstarted a process at the state and
national level for concerned individuals and
groups to voice their concerns on the move to
replace CRZ with Coastal Management Zone
(CMZ).
The ADB Global protest day on 5th May 06
brought together political party leaders and
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plan, implement and monitor tourism in all
tourism destinations in the state, which we see as a
step towards democratising tourism and creating
people-centred models and policies for the state.

Forest Department and NGOs to take stock of the
tourism development in the district. The
information collected during the visit has been
used in the campaign letter to the state Minister
for Tourism on (STZs)

In Vagamon, a monitoring cell was
constituted on tourism through mobilising a
group of young people keen to monitor tourism
issues and take forward the Tourism Impact
Assessment in the region.

EQUATIONS was also able to highlight key
concerns on the tourism policies and the way
tourism is being practised in a panel discussion
“SAMVADHAM” organised by Doordarshan,
Kerala telecasted on 27th Sep 2006 (World
Tourism Day). The panel had representatives from
the government, industry and the media.

An exposure visit of members from Vadrapally
panchayat (Andhra Pradesh) to Kumarakom
highlighted critical aspects of tourism to members
from another state where the “Kerala model” is
made much of.

EQUATIONS and the International Centre
for Responsible Tourism {ICRT (India)}were
invited to partner the State Tourism Department
to organise a workshop on Responsible Tourism.
The workshop created a space for discussion,
sharing of experiences and exchanging of views
among all stakeholders in tourism on the concept
of responsible tourism and thereby define its
elements as best suited to the context of Kerala.
EQUATIONS was able to prioritise the
participation of panchayat representatives and
relevant NGOs at the workshop. A key outcome
was forming of a multi-stakeholder committee to

EQUATIONS participated in the Waste Not
Asia (WNA) Meeting 2007 - a gathering of people
from Asia who share a vision of building a Zero
Waste society through sustainable consumption,
clean production, zero waste and ecology-friendly
approaches to managing discards. The impetus to
work more specifically on waste management and
tourism has been established.
EQUATIONS participated in the discussion
on Ethnic Tourism organised by KITTS and
expressed concerns on the
commodification of
culture. A brief
p re s e n t a t i o n “ Ke r a l a
through Ages” was
presented to academicians
and students at Arts
College critically looking
at tourism trends and
policies of the state.

Kerala Tourism Minister Kodiyeri Balakrishnan inaugurating the Responsible Tourism
Workshop organised by Kerala Tourism Department with EQUATIONS and ICRTIndia as partners, February 2007
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The status report of
ecotourism study at
Neyyar Wildlife
Sanctuary, Konni and
Athirapally has been
initiated, with the field
visit complete. In all the

eight lodges have come up around
the Park. Local communities have
accused the state government of
actively promoting tourism lodges
in Kodagu district at the cost of
tribals' interest. Reports indicate
that the “to be launched” tourism
p o l i c y w i l l p ro m o t e n e w e r
destinations while strengthening
infrastructure, focus on publicprivate partnerships and launch
comprehensive tourism education
courses.

A view of the dense forests in Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary

Karnataka has traditionally been an attraction for
domestic tourists. In recent years however, the
state is aggressively marketing itself for foreign
tourists, modeling on its neighbours Kerala and
Goa. Cashing in on its advantage on information
and bio technology - business and medical tourism
have become key components of tourism
development in the state.

three areas ecotourism activities are managed by
Forest Department. The study has focussed on the
present status of infrastructure development,
activities that have commenced involvement of
local community and panchayats, major issues of
tourism and visitors opinion about ecotourism in
these areas.
Data collection for Tourism Statistics Analysis for
the period 1986-2004 has been completed and is
in the process of analysis, which will help the
programme in the current debates on tourism.
The analysis will evalnati methods of calculations,
dependency on certain countries, dependency on
certain modes of transport, seasonality in tourism
and so on.

In June 06 the Karnataka network members
of the Peoples Forum Against the ADB
(PFAADB) staged a walk-out of the Asian
Development Bank's consultation on its Public
Communications Policy. A statement of protest
about the lack of real consultation was submitted
and read out at the meeting and a press release was
issued.
EQUATIONS participated in the bi-annual
meeting of the National Alliance of Peoples
Movements (NAPM) in August 06. We followed
this up with participation in a series of meetings
for planning NAPM's mass campaign
SANGARSH 2007 organised in Delhi in March
2007.

Karnataka
The Karnataka coast is replete with examples
of how tourism development violates coastal
regulations. Despite its poor record of evicting
people to make way for tourism, the State
Department of Forest, Environment and Ecology
launched its 'Wilderness Tourism policy' in
national parks, sanctuaries and reserve forests in
the state, clearly privileging the need to enrich the
tourism experience. In the last three years alone
over 200 tribal families have been displaced from
the Nagarhole National Park while about six to

The Campaign against Water Privatisation
(Karnataka) Yatra was part of the sustained action
against water privatisation plans of the
Government. We continue our engagement with
the group by providing them information and
giving them news and updates on water
7

In the light of Government of Karnataka's
plans of revising the tourism policy and tourism
master plan for the state stakeholder based ground
level research processes are important to feed into
the advocacy efforts. A Rapid Assessment Study
(RAS) was conducted in locations in Dakshina
Kannada, Udupi and Uttara Kannada districts in
collaboration with Urban Research Centre,
Mangalore.

privatization issues from the international arena
which contributes to ongoing campaign work.
Right to Information (RTI) work at
EQUATIONS has been in collaboration with
KRIA Katte, the nodal group of NGOs
spearheading the RTI movement in Karnataka.
This has led to establishing new contacts with
diverse groups across the state working on the
issue. KRIA Katte has assisted us in building our
understanding, resources and drafting RTI
applications filed in Andhra Pradesh with respect
to tourism development projects.

A research on Kodagu in collaboration with
Coorg Organisation for Rural Development
(CORD) focussed on the socio-economic impacts
of home stay tourism. In the absence of regulatory
guidelines, issues such as security, commercial
taxes, excise duty, liquor licensing, police
harassment and cultural inputs among others have
cropped up. Vast expanses of prime agricultural
lands are being acquired illegally to construct
resorts, hotels.

EQUATIONS was requested by partners
ESG (Environment Support Group) to use the
Access Initiative indicators for a study in Hampi.
The study was initiated with the first round of
discussions with the Commissioner of the Hampi
Area Development Authority, ASI and with local
community. We have also had preliminary
meetings with UNESCO on working towards a
master plan for tourism development in Hampi.

Nalika Gajaweera, a Fulbright scholar and
intern with EQUATIONS, worked on a research

Outside the Forum Mall, Bangalore - a recent tourist attraction in the city
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study “Bangalore- A Global City? Virtual realities
and Consumer identities”. It aimed to unravel
how and why the 'global' economy and culture
comprising young knowledge professionals in the
outsourcing sector exists in parallel, consciously
alienated from the 'local' economy and culture.
The research also explored the links between
infrastructure and the growth of urban tourism in
and around Bangalore's periphery, with boom in
the outsourcing sector

called for by fisher folk organisations to campaign
against the MoEF's proposal was also attended.
The lack of field presence by EQUATIONS team
on the ground has been compensated to some
extent with providing regular information updates
to the various groups active on the ground
particularly on the coastal campaign.
EQUATIONS also contributed as resource
persons, in environmental impact assessments in
tourism and the legislation on Environmental
Impact Assessment Notification under the
Environment Protection Act of India in an envirolegal workshop for activists.

Tamil Nadu
In the aftermath of the tsunami, the allocation
to the tourism sector increased from Rs 5.22
crores in 2000-2001, to Rs 42.33 crores for 200607. The new government (July 2006) gives more
thrust to promoting cruise, pilgrim, beach,
medical, heritage and ecotourism, by identifying
and developing important centres. Chennai,
Vellore and Coimbatore would be promoted as the
most preferred places for medical tourism. The
government is also planning to have cable cars in
the hill stations of Udhagamandalam (Ooty) and
Kodaikanal.

The research on Status of Hill Tourism in the
Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve pans three states: Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala. Field work was
conducted with the help of our network partners
and the study undertaken by Sinduja, an intern
with EQUATIONS. The process of research itself
has been useful in keeping our networks informed
of tourism development issues in the region.

Andhra Pradesh
Following his emphasis on agriculture and
irrigation, Andhra Pradesh chief minister Dr. YS
Rajashekar Reddy is now all for giving tourism a
rural dimension as reflected in the new tourism
policy (2006-2007). Chinchinada, a typical rural
hamlet on the Godavari delta having dense
coconut groves, fishponds and prawn culture has
been identified for a village tourism project at an
estimated cost of Rs 1 crore.
Likewise
Konaseema, the country's coconut capital has a
village resort project coming up at a cost of Rs
1.35 crore.

Tamil Nadu being a coastal state with a fairly
long coastline and a vibrant coastal community,
the current proposal of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests to replace the Coastal
Regulation Zone Notification with a Coastal
Management Zone Notification has a lot of
potential to disfavour the coastal community and
ecosystem in favour of the industry, with tourism
being a significant player.
EQUATIONS contributed to discussions on
this issue in a meeting organised by Coastal Action
Network and other campaign strategy meetings
called by coastal communities. The Taj
Fisherman's Cove, Kancheepuram District has
encroached land and there is conflict with the
coastal community. A preliminary investigation
was planned and EQUATIONS was asked to
organise a fact finding based on this. A meeting

While a lot of emphasis has been laid on
promotional aspects, the impact of this
development on the environment and community
have not been adequately addressed. Fishermen,
tribals and marginal farmers have been voicing
their protest against development projects which
are sure to displace many of them from their
9

Va d r a p a l l i , i n Pa r v a d a M a n d a l o f
Vishakapatnam district has a beautiful lake
'Kondakarla Ava' where the government is
planning to promote tourism. We conducted an
awareness programme with the panchayat and
local NGO on sustainable tourism practices and
sensitised the community on tourism impacts. An
exposure visit of 8 panchayat members from

habitats and livelihood options. The
Vishakhapatnam Urban Development Authority
(VUDA) has initiated a major programme (The
Swarnaandhra Theeram Project) to develop
recreational and tourist projects along the
Vishakhapatnam-Bheemili coastal road. But
tourism is only adding to the displacement that
port development, the pharma industry and
infrastructure developments along
the coast are already causing.
EQUATIONS helped organise
a delegation of Panchayat leaders
and community based activists
from Vishakapatnam to visit Goa
and interact with our partners there
to understand tourism dimensions
and its impacts. Understanding
CRZ violations and tourism
impacts were key on the agenda.

A view of Tenneti Amusement Park constructed by a private company at
EQUATIONS organised a
Vishakapatnam coast in violation of CRZ
consultation to understand MoEF
moves and also got sensitised on
Vadrapalli to Kumarakom in Kerala was facilitated
CRZ issues at Vishakapatnam district with groups
to understand tourism impacts. The visit ensured
working on fishermen issues. Academicians and
interaction with various groups such as the
other civil society organisations from coastal
Kumarakam Nature Club, Kumarakam Panchayat
districts like Sreekakulam, Vijayanagaram, East
Members, CPI (M) party leaders and understand
Godavari, and Vishakapatnam participated
the impacts of tourism. They realised after
discussions with local community members of
E Q UA T I O N S c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h Kumarakam that tourism cannot contribute much
KERATAM, SPACE, ANKITA and Forum for to the panchayat development without active
Better Vishaka and participated in the RTI caravan participation of the local people.
in more than 20 fishing hamlets around 750 kms.
During the caravan, people from the respective
The programme organised a workshop on
panchayats filed RTI applications seeking required Tourism Impact Assessment with the
information on their panchayat issues and collaboration of local NGO, VIKASA in
entitlements. The programme participated in the Bheeminipatnam, which is a coastal town, 25kms
campaign on RTI Act in East Godavari district by from Vishakapatnam where many tourism,
partnering local network partner KADALI to software, chemical and film projects are
create awareness among the people in accessing comingup. Participants were elected panchayat
information on projects which are affecting their representatives, women representatives,
community members and youth. One outcome
livelihoods.
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Rest of India (RoI)
Other regions like the
central belt (Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Orissa and Bihar),
the island states of Andaman &
Lakshadweep and the North
Eastern region have all witnessed
an increase in tourism activity
and assistance. The focus in the
central belt has been on ecotourism by opening up of the
tribal and forest areas with an
emphasis on promoting the
The workshop on Tourism Impact Assessment co-organised by VIKASA and
culture and lifestyles of tribal
EQUATIONS in Bheemunipatnam, AP, January 2007
communities and on the natural
beauty of the region. There has also been a
was formation of a group which will be
continued focus on coastal tourism with newer
monitoring tourism in the area with active
states like Lakshadweep and Orissa coming into
participation of local elected representatives.
the fray. Concerted efforts have been undertaken
A debate on globalisation, WTO, IFIs and by various ministries to propagate tourism as a
tourism with local elected representatives from development tool in the highly politicised region
coastal Andhra districts was organised with the of North-East India. The region has, in the current
help of local NGO SUJANA. 30 panchayat year, received greater attention even by the central
representatives and NGOs of 5 districts ministry with a focus on developing and
participated and shared their experiences and connecting it to the Buddhist circuit in adjoining
concerns on projects funded by IFIs and also states, undertaking a series of promotional
activities and sponsoring tour operators and
issues of SEZs.
media representatives from overseas to visit the
Interactions with students and professors at
region.
National Institute of Tourism and Hospitality
Management (NITHM) in Hyderabad have
Central India
resulted in the formation of a student group
supported by the Institute to research tourism
Jharkhand - National Convention of the
issues. EQUATIONS is providing research NFFPFW (National Forum of Forest Peoples and
guidance and internship opportunities to support Forest Workers) in Ranchi, 31st October 2nd
this interesting initiative.
November 2006
Media articles on our participation in different
campaigns appeared in the press. Network
partners translated and published our articles in
their monthly newsletters and magazines.
Network partners like HELP in Ongole have
started writing on tourism in their articles.

The NFFPFW is a network of groups and
movements active in many states of central India
(Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat) that supports forest dwellers struggles to
retain their rights over forest land, produce and
resources. It has taken on IFIs like the World Bank
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and IMF on their social forestry and
management projects in the central
states. The Second National
Conference was conducted with the
central theme of "Resist
Commodification of Forests and
S u p p o r t C o m m u n i t y Fo re s t
Governance."
Tourism has high relevance to the
region and the meeting greatly helped
in strengthening our networking with
grassroots groups and movements
active on forest rights and indigenous
peoples issues in the central belt
region.

Participants at the tourism workshop in Chattisgarh

policy that proposes intense tourism promotion
exercises through infrastructure strengthening and
promotion of forms like ecotourism, ethnic
tourism and adventure tourism. Well attended by
community representatives from most districts of
the state, including panchayat leaders and women
the workshop focussed on analysing the tourism
policy and critiquing its development. The
workshop received good media coverage in most
local newspapers.

Chattisgarh - Workshop on 'Tourism
Development in Chattisgarh: Threats and
Challenges' in Raipur, 25th - 26th January 2007
EQUATIONS co-organised with Nadi Ghati
Morcha, Chhattisgarh a workshop on 'Tourism
Development in Chhattisgarh: Threats and
Challenges' in January 2007. The workshop was
situated at a critical juncture when the state
government had just unleashed its new tourism

Documentation of tourism
development around the
Barnyavapara Wildlife
Sanctuary in Chhattisgarh and
Chitarkote in Bastar district
was also possible.

North East and East India
U n d e r s t a n d i n g
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Fi n a n c i a l
Institutions, Mawlien, 1st - 3rd
April 2006

Gautam Bandhopadhyay, Nadi Ghati Morcha (NGM) making a point at the
workshop on “Tourism Development in Chattisgarh: Threats and Challenges”
in Raipur co-organised by NGM and EQUATIONS in January 2007
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A meeting was organised
by groups working in the NE
on regional development issues
from 1-3 April 06 in Mawlien
(Ribhoi, Meghalaya).

The meeting was attended by
a diverse range of people to share
and debate critical questions and
to devise a long-term strategy to
respond to the developments like
the Asian Development Bank's
sub-regional SASEC plan, where
tourism is one of the priority
sectors identified. EQUATIONS
presented a paper on ADBSASEC tourism plans for the NE
and potential impacts, sharing
critical perspectives on tourism
and increasing awareness on its
potential adverse impacts if
unregulated.

Capacity-Building workshop on tourism impacts with network partners
from the Northeast, Akajan, Assam, November 2006

This further encouraged groups in the NE in
partnering with EQUATIONS on improving
awareness and advocacy on tourism impacts in the
region. Initially through the lens of impact and
interventions by IFIs, this then broadened to look
at tourism developments more generally including
projects and plans of big industry players and
MoT, along with ADB and WB.

A view of the village of Majoli, Assam identified for
intensive tourism development

Training and Capacity
Building Workshops on Tourism
in the North east, Akajan, 27th 28th November 2006

Consultation on “International Financial Institutions in the Northeast” at Mawlien,
Meghalaya, April 2006 organised by local groups where EQUATIONS
participated and shared perspectives on tourism
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The workshop helped
improve the understanding of
groups working there on
tourism, highlight critical
issues and improve their local
monitoring and research skills.
A field visit to the village of
Majoli in Assam which is set to
be developed as a major
tourism destination was part
of the visit.

induced displacement. The NBA requested us to
investigate the plans of the Gujarat government to
initiate ecotourism and adventure tourism
facilities at the dam site and other parts of the river.
The visit to Baroda, Ahmedabad, Gandhi Nagar
and Kevadia opened up avenues for future work in
Gujarat where the government is giving a lot of
thrust to tourism. Ground networking with key
groups active in the region was also accomplished.

Nagaland
EQUATIONS took the initiative to visit
Khonoma in December 2006 to do its own status
check on the implementation of the Khonoma
Green Village project which has deviated
significantly from what was originally planned,
including total neglect of what had been
recommended as part of the project design. We
have raised these concerns with the Tourism
Department and are continuing the follow-up on
financial dues with the government of Nagaland.

Islands: Andaman and Nicobar Islands
EQUATIONS research and advocacy project
“Building a Research Base for Advocating
Sustainable Tourism in the Andaman Islands” is
supported by ActionAid International (Tsunami
Reconstruction Programme, Andaman) and has
four other organisations as Core Group Members:
Kalpavriksh, SANE (Society for Andaman and
Nicobar Ecology) TISS (Tata Institute for Social
Sciences) and INTACH, Andamans. The one-year
project will focus on primary research into the

In Eastern India, especially West Bengal,
National Hawkers Federation has expressed
interest to work with us on the issues of hawkers,
informal sector and tourism. We also interacted
with DISHA, an organisation working with fisher
folk community in coastal Bengal and the
Sundarban area and Help Tourism, an
organisation working to bridge tourism with
conservation in the East and North East India.

Western India
Critique of the Draft Tourism Master Plan - Goa
EQUATIONS received a request from
Bombay Environment Action Group (BEAG)
and the Goa Heritage Action Group (GHAG) for
an analysis of the Tourism Master Plan for Goa, as
they needed a basis to critique the Regional Plan
that has used the tourism plan as its basis. Our
critique was a key annexure to the petition on this
in the High Court of Goa.
Kevadia Investigation - Gujarat
EQUATIONS undertook an investigation
into the proposed promotion of tourism at the site
of the Sardar Sarovar Dam Project over the
Narmada River in Gujarat. The dam has been
strongly opposed by communities for over twenty
years in the form of the Narmada Bachao Andolan
(NBA), a landmark struggle against development-

A view of hamlets on Neil Island, Andamans, a popular
destination for international tourists
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A beach in the Andamans - the chief tourist attraction

current state of tourism
development in the Islands
and the impact of these and
potential future tourism plans
on the sustainability of
communities and ecology of
the Islands.

National Capital New Delhi
Indian Social Forum (ISF),
November 2006

The Indian Social Forum, New Delhi, November 2006

EQUATIONS also participated and
contributed to two important national campaign
meetings - the Indian Social Forum (ISF) and
Action 2007. At the ISF, EQUATIONS coorganised a workshop with partners HAQ and

Campaign against Child Trafficking, Tamil Nadu
and presented a paper on exploitation of children
in tourism. At other sessions we also highlighted
the Special Tourism Zones (STZ) issue.
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Sangharsh (Action) 2007, MarchApril 2007
ACTION 2007 is an
indefinite call to campaign and
protest in the national capital
New Delhi against the anti-poor
and exploitative policies of the
current UPA (United Progressive
Alliance) government steering
India. Led by movements from
across India, this month-long
protest action has been discussing
policies linked to STZ, forest and
adivasi
rights, WTO and
Discussions with local NGOs and groups at Banawasi, one of the sites of the
globalisation policies, the Right
UNDP-MoT's Endogenous Tourism Project
to Information, urban
governance and displacement and other burning Issues in Tourism at a Workshop on Institution
issues facing the country today. EQUATIONS Building and Sustainable Tourism Livelihoods,
presented the tourism perspective at the People's organised by IRMA and UNDP in Anand in
Parliament on the sessions on forest rights and September 06. These two interactions with the
indigenous people and SEZ policy of the implementing agencies of the ETP has influenced
government. EQUATIONS also participated in them to think seriously about varied tourism
the Sangarsh 2007 meeting at Sewagram, issues and impacts while planning a project of this
(Maharashtra) to discuss and chalk out plans to nature.
take forward organised and collaborative struggle
World Social Forum (WSF)
challenging the system and unjust development
paradigm. At the meeting EQUATIONS
EQUATIONS was able to participate at the
highlighted the concerns against proposed STZs, World Social Forum, 2007 with support from our
which were recognised by the group as an issue to partners - Global Forest Coalition. Activists, social
be taken up during Sangarsh 2007.
movements, networks, coalitions and other
progressive forces from Asia-Pacific, Latin
Endogenous Tourism Project (ETP)
America, the Caribbean, North America, Europe
and all corners of the African continent converged
The Endogenous (Rural) Tourism Project a
at Nairobi for the 7th WSF.
joint initiative of the Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India and United Nations Campaign Support Unit (CSU)
Development Programme (UNDP) is being
Campaign Support Unit (CSU) works in
implemented across 36 sites in the country.
EQUATIONS was invited to the 2nd National close coordination with all theme-based and
Review of Endogenous Tourism Project under the networking programmes within the organisation.
Rural Tourism scheme, in New Delhi in June 06 to It plays a significant role in supporting the
speak on the concept, values and principles of programmes to design and take forward
Sustainable Tourism. As a follow-up to this, campaigns and advocacy initiatives. The broad
EQUATIONS facilitated sessions on Critical objectives that CSU works with are:
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1. Wide and consistent outreach to strategic
stakeholders of tourism trends and analysis.

Association Vishakhapatnam region but because
of unforeseen circumstances on the ground this
had to be cancelled.

2. Engagement with programmes and
networking units on upcoming issues.

Designing Communication Workshop: A 2day designing communication workshop was
organised for the EQUATIONS staff team as a
beginner's level introduction to the basics of
effective communication and communication
strategy by Smriti Chanchani and Sashwati of
Tarah Tarah , both of whom have been involved in
designing EQUATIONS communication
materials.

3. Strengthening programmes with legal and
policy analysis, investigation, fact-findings
and research.
4. Strengthening existing systems on knowledge
management for smooth flow of information.
Campaigns

CSU was involved in
a n d s u p p o r t e d
EQUATIONS campaigns
on Special Tourism Zones
and Special Economic
Zones, Right to
I n f o r m a t i o n ,
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), appeal to
scrutinise the Draft Child
Abuse Bill, 2007, research
and critique paper on
National Rehabilitation
Policy 2006 and Campaign
against Water Privatisation.
We also challenged the
Internal Capacity Building Workshop on Strengthening Communication
UNWTO about the nonat the EQUATIONS office, February 2007
transparency in holding
meetings on ethics as well as
EQUATIONS Website: The design, colour
its stand on the Lebanon crisis.
and layout of the website has been finalised as well
as submission of the first set of content to be
It actively collaborated with a range of uploaded. This however is an important area of
programmes on research studies, the detailed list CSU's advocacy and dissemination role that has
of which is given in the annexure on to this report taken a back seat due to other pressures
outputs.
Gender and Policy workshop, Visthar: A
Saad Aangan, who supplies us with regional three-day workshop with an aim to train
clippings from Goa, requested EQUATIONS to participants to identify and analyse gender issues
conduct a refresher documentation training while reading a policy document. While the issues
programme. A similar training programme was ranged from health, education, environment and
also planned for the Fishermen Youth Welfare expanding sectors like service sector, the training
17

Local Self Governance, Empowerment and
Tourism

helped us to understand if the policies under
examination had any gender perspective or not.
EQUATIONS was asked to take a session on
proposals of the Planning Commission on
Environmental Sustainability. This was part of the
sessions where the group was critically examining
the Sectoral Policies in the Approach Paper to the
country's XI Five Year Plan.

In 2006, the Ministry of Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj (MoRD) came up with the
National Rehabilitation Policy (NRP) 2006,
which bypassed the role of local communities and
local self governing institutions in important
processes such as Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), Social Impact Assessment
(SIA) in giving approval to the project and
deciding on rehabilitation package. Our analysis
and critique of this policy was shared with various
government departments both at central and state
level and with the network partners involved in the
debate. The National Campaign Committee on
Land (NCCL) is planning to use the analysis from
tourism perspective in its future campaign called
“Janadesh 2007”.

Women and Tourism
EQUATIONS contributed to discussions in a
workshop on “women and urban local bodies”
organised by Urban Research Centre (URC) at
Gulbarga in April 2006 and in another workshop
at Udupi in May 2006. A fourth consultation with
women councilors was organised at Kolar in
September 2006.
EQUATIONS participated in a workshop on
mainstreaming gender in organisations. This was
an opportunity to build contacts with various
organisations working on gender issues.

In Andhra Pradesh, campaigns on CRZ and
RTI have helped in reaching out to new
panchayats and elected representatives.
In
Karnataka we have revived our relationship with
key network partners and have agreed to carry
forward joint networking efforts with elected
representatives in different parts of the state.
Provisions like the Model Municipal Law,
National Urban Renewal Mission, Karnataka
Municipality Act vis-à-vis loan conditionality
agreements signed between Karnataka
Government and IFIs are the prime basis of these
networking efforts.

EQUATIONS initiated work on a study on
represention of women in tourism. The study is
aimed at engaging on the latest debates on how
women are represented with its consequences on
their autonomy and empowerment. It also aims at
compiling and critically analysing the literature on
gender and tourism and teases out certain patterns
of representation of women in tourism related
literature. This study is being undertaken by
Ratheesh Radhakrishnan, an independent
research and PhD scholar, for EQUATIONS.

In other parts of the country like, Goa, Delhi,
Orissa, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, we established important contacts for
future interventions on the role of local self
governing institutions and tourism.

A Manual for assessing the Impacts of
Globalisation on Tourism from a gendered
Perspective was done by Ms. Ida Bohman, an
intern with EQUATIONS in NovemberDecember 2006. The study highlighted that
strategies formed to address improvement of
women within tourism should carry influences of
objectives such as equity between men and
women and empowerment of women.

Tourism Education
Visthar requested EQUATIONS to facilitate a
session as a part of their Justice, Peace and
Development programme with foreign students.
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Through a number of internship requests and
travel by state network persons, the programme
has been to widen its contact base of institutions
and academicians both in India and
internationally. From Kerala, our network partner,
the Marian College has requested EQUATIONS
to review its syllabus and suggest changes for
improvement. We have received a request from
SANE (Andaman & Nicobar Islands) on helping
them prepare tourism kits specific to the
Andamans that could then be taken around
schools and colleges for generating debates on
critical issues on tourism. In the last six months,
the focus of the programme has been of
establishing a relationship with a
few institutions for the internship
of students with EQUATIONS,
initiating a students club and
preparing thematic kits. The
programme has been unable to
achieve all of the planned
awareness programmes and the
completion of the research study
on tourism education in India.

EQUATIONS made a presentation on Critical
Issues in Tourism combining theoretical concepts
of tourists, their motivations and the tourist area
life cycle and perspectives on the positive and
negative impacts of tourism using photographs as
visual aid. The presentation was followed by a film
'Great Indian Yatra' and a lively discussion. We are
engaged in a discussion with Visthar on how to
lengthen and sharpen this interaction in time with
students and tourists.
Following consistent networking with the
National Institute of Travel and Hospitality
Management, Hyderabad by the Andhra State

Orientation on research methods to students of the NITHM,
Hyderabad on tourism impacts, March 2007

Networking programme, we have been able to
form a student club of 5 students studying tourism
and hospitality management. They plan to
undertake a research project on Waste
Management at Hotels (formal and informal) in
Hyderabad.
Meetings were held with Ms. Ruchira
Goswami, who is with the placement division at
NUJS and Mr Swapan Garain, who is with the
placement division at TISS, to initiate the
discussions on their students interning with
EQUATIONS. Both discussions have been
extremely encouraging and from NUJS we have
already received a request for internship for the
coming year.

Ecosystems, Communities
and Tourism (ECT)
The MoEF passed the National
Environment Policy, which was riddled with
controversy although civil society had decried the
content as well as the undemocratic nature in
which the policy was passed. Subsequent to this,
the MoEF amended the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification (EIA) which was also
done in a non-participatory manner. The MoEF
has also proposed to replace the Coastal
Regulation Zone Notification (CRZ) with a
Coastal Management Zone (CMZ) Notification
based on recommendations of the Swaminathan
Committee Report.
On the CRZ a series of consultations were
organised with network partners in Bangalore,
Chennai, Trivandrum and Vishakapatnam. Based
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on the Coastal Area Assessment work done in the
last year, a clear analysis was made of the CRZ and
the draft CMZ. That CRZ cannot be replaced and
in fact needs to be strengthened further is the
position that groups have proactively taken up as a
campaign.

tourism and weaknesses in current environmental
laws and policy to tackle these impacts.
A series of draft policy papers aiming at
analysis and policy recommendations related to
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs),
Environmental Impact Assessment, ecologically
sensitive areas under the Environmental
(Protection) Act, 1986 and biodiversity
conservation processes are in preparation. These
are aimed as position papers but will also
encourage internal clarity and areas for further
research on these topics.

The Campaign for Environmental Justice in
which EQUATIONS is playing an active role held
planning meetings in Chennai, Bangalore and
lobbying with politicians in Delhi against the
proposal to replace the EIA Notification with an
amended and diluted version. Although the
lobbying has failed in its immediate objectives, a
strong formation of civil society organisations
under the banner of CEJ-I is a welcome first step.

EQUATIONS was invited to prepare a paper
on national ecotourism policy of India and its
impacts on adivasi communities, especially
marginalised sections and women, with special
reference to states of Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Orissa and Jharkhand.
EQUATIONS collaborated with National Centre
for Advocacy Studies, Pune on this as part of their
research on globalisation, grassroots and
governance and presented it at a national level
workshop.

EQUATIONS was also invited to present on
CRZ and tourism issues in a workshop in
Bhubaneswar, Orissa in April 2006 organised by
PREPARE, an NGO working in coastal areas of
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa.
Preliminary workshops on Tourism Impact
Assessment (TIA) were held with Snehakunj at
Gokarna, Karnataka; with Bhoomika at Vagamon,
Kerala; with Vikasa at Bheemunipatnam
(Vishakapatnam) and in Akajan with network
partners from the north-eastern region. These
preliminary tourism impact assessment
workshops are to prepare the ground for
grassroots-level research and campaigns in
significant tourism destinations on the basis of
tourism impact assessment indicators that have
been developed. These indicators still need to be
refined based on feedback from grassroots groups
on their relevance to site-specific issues.

EQUATIONS partnered with Ms. Seema
Bhatt, biodiversity consultant, to write a book
titled “Conservation, Capital and Communities:
Perspectives on Ecotourism Development in
India” for Centre for Environment Education,
Knowledge for Sustainable Development as part
of their Environment & Development series. The
book is in the final stage of editing and will be
published shortly. The book speaks to policy and
decision makers and civil society organisations;
campaigners and activists, who could advocate for
better formulation and implementation of
conservation and development policies and
practices.

A workshop titled “Refresher Course in
Ecotourism and Environmental Law” for
government officials was organised by Worldwide
Fu n d f o r N a t u r e ( W W F ) f o r w h i c h
EQUATIONS was invited to take a session on
ecotourism. Participants were better informed and
more sensitised to environmental impacts of

The Film and Advocacy Project on Adivasis,
Forest Dwellers, Nomadic and Denotified Tribes
supported by HIVOS focuses on struggles of
adivasi and nomadic communities through
research and a documentary film. Major
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The adivasis of Michael Hills, Chattisgarh

components of secondary research include
analysis of legal and policy framework and
compilation of case studies/ issues. Field visits and
primary photo research documentation was
undertaken in states of Jharkhand, Orissa, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Rajasthan and
Gujarat.
We collected secondary data and
compiled issues and concerns across various states.
Network partners helping in the research and
filming process have also shown active interest in
contributing to the dossier on adivasis and
nomadic communities. The themes addressed by
network partners mainly include displacement,
rights over natural resources, tribal self rule and
legal and policy frames.

Denotified Tribes is only half complete and we are
sourcing additional funding for this.
EQUATIONS is collaborating with the
Global Forest Coalition to research and document
impacts of ecotourism development in India. In
2006, a briefing paper on financial incentives for
ecotourism development and its impacts on
community based conservation initiatives was
produced. Advocacy material has also been
prepared as an outcome of the research. These
intend to build awareness of local communities,
indigenous peoples, social movements, women's
groups and relevant policy-makers on the fallouts
of ecotourism being propagated as a market-based
conservation scheme; its policy and regulatory
implications and financial incentives and their
impacts on community conserved areas. A
workshop with network partners from
Uttaranchal, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Andaman & Nicobar Islands was held in
December 2006 in Bangalore. This discussed the
research findings in order to have a critical debate

The film on Adivasis and Mining is in the final
stages and will be ready for screening by June
2007. This is accompanied by a dossier on the
issues and an installation exhibition. The exact
dates for the launch will depend on our ability to
ensure some key officials are present for maximum
media advocacy. The film on Nomadic and
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Participants at the National Workshop on Ecotourism as a Market Based Conservation
Mechanism organised by EQUATIONS in Bangalore, December 2006

on ecotourism and devise strategies for advocacy
and campaign against the way it is being marketed
and link it to peoples' struggles.

As a member of the Organising Committee of
the Peoples Forum Against ADB (PFAADB),
EQUATIONS played an important role in
coordinating the events during the campaign

Globalisation Impacts and Tourism
As part of other networking on WTO issues,
the programme participated in a campaign
strategy meeting of the Indian People's Campaign
Against the WTO in Delhi on 27th July 2006
where representatives of the CPI, CPI (M) and
other political parties discussed the importance of
stalling the Doha Round and opening up a public
debate on WTO, farmers livelihoods and
sustainability. We also participated in and
presented at a workshop on WTO related issues
for government officials of SAARC countries
organised by TERI in Delhi, May 2006.
On facilitating direct lobbying with state
governments on WTO, IFI issues, the programme
has worked with EQUATIONS state networking
units. In Kerala, the Programme has worked to
put WTO and IFI issues on the radar of the
Planning Commission Members.

Protestors at the rally against the ADB's 39th AGM in
Hyderabad, May, 2006
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Apart from the focus on the
southern states, the programme
has inputted into the debates
around IFIs in the Northeast and
central tribal belt states as well.
On the former, we continued
networking with network
partners in the NE on the SASEC
issue. The SASEC Tourism Paper
has been distributed and read
widely and converted into
shorter briefing papers as well.
We participated at the national
meeting of the National Forum
Interaction with panchayat presidents from 5 coastal districts on issues of
of Forest Peoples and Forest
globalisation, trade, SEZs and tourism, Kakinada, March 2007
Workers (NFFPFW) at Ranchi
against the ADB's 39th AGM in Hyderabad in
in October-November 2006
May 2006. To strengthen the network base on where inputs were made on tourism and its links to
IFIs in southern states post the ADB AGM in IFIs and upcoming issues like climate change.
Hyderabad, the programme campaigned with
A national workshop titled 'Globalisation,
other state groups in staging a walk-out of an ADB
consultation on its Public Communications Policy Trade and Tourism: Impacts on People's Rights
a n d D e v e l o p m e n t ' w a s o rg a n i s e d b y
in Bangalore.
EQUATIONS in New Delhi in November 2006
In Kerala, with the controversy surrounding and attended by active civil society organisations,
the Kerala ADB loan, EQUATIONS has panchayat representatives from Kerala and AP,
supported the ongoing campaign through press Commerce Ministry officials including the
conferences and other activities being
organised under the umbrella of the
PFAADB.
Panchayats and other institutions
of local governance have always been
an important constituency of the
p r o g r a m m e . We h a d d i r e c t
interactions with panchayat
representatives of Kerala and Andhra
on the issue of WTO. In Andhra, the
programme has started looking at IFI
issues and initiated a mapping of
NGOs working on IFI projects in the
State. Links between IFIs, tourism
and WTO were held in Kakinada,
March 2007 were also shared at the
Panchayat meeting.

Commerce Secretary Gopal K Pillai making a point at the consultation
on “Globalisation, Trade and Tourism: Impacts on People's Rights and
Development” organised by EQUATIONS in New Delhi, November 2006
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Commerce Secretary, ex-bureaucrats, UN
agencies, academia and few media representatives.
In spite of repeated invitations to the Ministry of
Tourism there was no representation possible on
account of their participation at the World Travel
Mart in London. Efforts were also made at
bringing in members of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee. The two-day consultation
discussed in detail issues of WTO-GATS, IFIs and
the SEZ policy and their links to tourism
development. Case study presentations on
impacts of tourism from across the country were
also made. The workshop ended with a half-day
strategy session on the course ahead for civil
society, movements and peoples groups working
on the issue.

Child and Tourism
A project on Promoting Responsibility in
Tourism- with specific focus on Goa (supported
by UNIFEM) resulted in revival of networks in
Goa. The programme analysed the Goa Children's
Act 2003 (along with a set of Amendments in
2005) specifically addressing the issue of
exploitation of children and the safeguards and
loopholes provided in the Act in the context of
tourism.
EQUATIONS studied and responded to the
Notification on the Ban of Employment of
Children as domestic servants and in the
hospitality industry in August 2006 by Ministry of
Labour and Employment. We questioned the
implementation steps and roadmap for such a
measure to come into effect. The programme
presented a paper on the issue of Globalisation and
Child Labour during a workshop organised by
Tamil Nadu Child Rights Protection Network,
Chennai in June 2006.

EQUATIONS is collaborating with longstanding network partners CIVIC, Bangalore to
work on a research and advocacy project on
“Governance Reforms, Multilateral Funding and
Conditionalities in Karnataka”. The objective of
the project is to highlight case studies from
different sectors on how multilateral funding
influences governance of the State and impact of
conditionalities imposed. EQUATIONS has
agreed to work on the research component and
actively collaborate with CIVIC in taking forward
networking and advocacy with different statebased groups and movements. Within
EQUATIONS, the project will be jointly worked
on by the G&T and LSGE programmes.

In November 2006, we participated at the
Indian Social Forum (ISF) in collaboration with
HAQ, an organisation working at Delhi on Child
Rights issues and with Campaign against Child
Trafficking, TN (CACT). We presented a paper on
tourism and exploitation of children calling civil
society organisations to combat these forms of
exploitation. ISF served as a platform to take
forward our advocacy efforts on the child labour
ban notification and to meet with a wide range of
civil society groups. This meeting also helped us to
evolve strategies with other groups working on
the issue of child rights.

EQUATIONS was invited to participate in
the second face-to-face meeting of the Our World
Is Not For Sale (OWINFS) network held at Sao
Paulo, Brazil from 9th - 14th November 2006. At
the meeting, EQUATIONS shared the current
status of negotiations on services in India, the
changing role and position of the Indian
government in the WTO and inputted into
possible future strategies of work. It was also an
interesting networking opportunity as we built
contacts with partners in the Caribbean, Africa
and Middle-East.

Groups in Karnataka came together to work
on an alternative report (Second India Country
Report) in the context of the Government of India
being a party to the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) from 1992.
E Q UAT I O N S h a s a l s o c o m m i t t e d t o
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contributing to the process of writing the
alternative report and bringing in the tourism
perspective.

The programme had discussions with Ibrahim
Goonadka, Under Secretary, Department of
Labour, in Karnataka in March 2007 to advocate
our concerns about the Ban on Child Labour in
the tourism industry.

We were invited by Grama Swarajya Samithi,
Vishakapatnam to a consultation on child rights
and presented a paper on “Tourism and
Exploitation of Children focusing on links
between tourism, trafficking and the cause for
increase in these forms of exploitation of
children”. The consultation was widely covered by
the media.

Sky News, a UK-based news network, with a
significant viewer-ship across the world, wanted
to do a television report on paedophiles in Goa as
Goa is on the map of a lot of British tourists who
visit the state in large numbers every year. In the
garb of tourists there are British paedophiles who
take full advantage of the system and abuse
c h i l d re n w i t h i m p u n i t y. S KY s o u g h t
EQUATIONS help in requesting to our partners
in Goa to share information for this feature.

The Campaign against Child Trafficking
Karnataka (CACTK) invited us to share our
understanding on the impact on tourism and
commercial sexual exploitation. The aim of this
consultation was to train field workers of CACTK
on various issues which included tourism.

We were invited by End Child Prostitution,
Child Pornography, and Trafficking of Children
for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT) to participate in the
South Asia Regional Network Resource Exchange
(RNRE) Meeting of ECPAT group during
February 2007 in Kathmandu, Nepal. We shared
EQUATIONS work with specific emphasis on
child and tourism, what we have done in the last
few years and also our future plan of action. We
presented a paper on “Tourism and Exploitation
of Children”. We widened our networking with
partners from South Asian countries. We shared
our publications/ reports/stickers/ posters with all
the participants.

The programme has engaged in active
advocacy at the national and state level with
Ministry of Women and Child Development
(MWCD).We were invited by Government of
Karnataka, Women and Child Department, and
UNICEF to be part of a state level consultation in
November 2006 on the XI Five Year Plans
“Prioritizing Children”. We could link the issues of
tourism and the areas of concerns which need to
be looked at during the Five Year Plan preparation
process.

EQUATIONS was invited to present a paper
during the round table session on the Protection of
Children in Tourism which was coordinated by
ECPAT, Germany at the ITB Berlin in March
2007. Attending the ITB finally was not possible
due to visa difficulties. However, we sent a paper
on “Say No to Tourism that Exploits the Child Trends and Issues in India on the Protection of
Children in Tourism” which was circulated to
participants, who were mostly tour operators.

In November 2006 we had discussions with
Ms Manjula Krishnan and Ms Nandita Mishra of
the Ministry of Women and Child Development,
about EQUATIONS work and our concerns
related to trafficking with reference to tourism. As
a follow up we received an invitation from the
National Commission for Women to a workshop
on preventing and combating human trafficking
with special focus on children and women. This
aimed to develop an integrated plan for action on
trafficking in human beings with special focus on
children and women.

At the close of the year, the programme raised
the alarm on the “Offences against Child Bill” of
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Administration

the Government of India which is in a draft stage
and confidential. We initiated a campaign
demanding that the draft bill be made available for
public scrutiny and consultation. We have also
raised our concerns in the letter sent to the
Minister on issues related to tourism and child
abuse. The programme circulated advocacy and
campaign letters to network partners as well as
wrote a letter to members of the Parliamentary
Forum on Children and to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and
Culture. This has now led to a wider campaign
inviting our network partners to endorse the letter
prepared by EQUATIONS to the National
Commission for Children.

The focus of the admin team has been cost
control and timely response to programme needs.
On recurring expenses we have cut and stabilised
expenses down by 40%. Timely support to all the
programmes with regard to their travel like
booking of the tickets, accommodation and other
necessary facilities for workshops / programmes
conducted or attended and arrangement of local
travel within or out of EQUATIONS has been the
main task. Timely payment to vendors,
housekeeping, timely courier and speed postal
services have helped our campaign and advocacy
work.

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES
(ISS)

Human Resources

ISS is basically the support team of
EQUATIONS on Finance, Administration,
Human Resource and Information Technology.

Our most important resource is our staff
team. Recruiting interested and competent people
who have a commitment to work not just on the
issues but with our work culture and values is
critical. We have had attrition, but it is usually high
in the first six months which is the period given to
people and the organisation to decide on the fit.
Three newly recruited staff on probation left as
they found the work culture difficult to deal with
and quite demanding. The positions we were not
able to find the right person for were Tamil Nadu
State Networking Associate and Women and
Tourism (Refer Annexure 4 for list of current staff).

Staff team

Finance
EQUATIONS has always had transparent
financial systems with adequate checks and
balances. This year we added detailed formats and
procedures for better control. These were geared
towards timely information to individual projects,
programmes and donors to monitor and process
the financial aspects and correlate them with
objectives. On broad basing funding the finance
team has helped review proposals and ensured that
budgeting norms are adhered to

This year has been very encouraging with 10
interns. All the interns helped various
programmes in EQUATIONS with research
support and also used this space to learn more on
tourism related issues. (Refer Annexure 5 for list of

It has also fulfilled all the statutory
requirements before deadlines. Audits have been
done on a monthly basis and this has helped the
finance department to provide accurate
information to its stakeholders. The Finance SubCommittee meets every quarter for reviewing all
financial reports and statements and in turn
reports to the Managing Committee of
EQUATIONS.

interns in 2006 - 07)

Information Technology
Having put several systems in place during the
year 2005-2006, this year we concentrated on
ironing out recurring errors/problems/mal26

functions, optimising the wireless network,
simplifying printers' and internet access and
implementing a single type and version of
operating system and programs on every
computer except the server for universal control
and easier maintenance.

there are a lot of organisations and peoples
movements, in different parts of India and the
world, aware of and motivated to work on the
impacts of tourism.
Our engagement with central-level Ministries
apart from the Tourism Ministry like Department
for Child and Women Development, Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Ministry for Environment and
Forests, Ministry of Commerce and Industry and
Ministry of Rural Development has increased. We
have also engaged with the Parliamentary
Standing Committees on Tourism and on
Children as well as members of state departments
and central and state Planning Commissions.

Data backup has been simplified. Initial
backup of complete data on all the computers have
been taken. Hence-forth copies of working
documents are taken periodically on high speed
40GB USB hard drives. We are now working
towards categorising and archiving of passive data
on DVDs into a library which can be accessed
whenever the need arises.

The last year also saw increased engagement
with UN agencies like UNICEF, UNIFEM,
UNCTAD, UNWTO UNDP and UNESCO,
with the engagements challenging some of them
to look at tourism in a new light and with some
more confrontative.

Except for the server which has Windows
2000 Server as the operating system, all the
computer systems have Windows XP operating
system and standard software with anti-virus
protection.
We have signed up an Annual Service
Contract with a Bangalore based company for
maintenance of all the computer systems in our
Bangalore office. Since demands rose, we have
also managed to salvage some earlier not used
computers by adding extra RAM and better hard
disks and bring them online for research etc. Spare
keyboards and optical mice were also acquired to
replace old sticky keyboards and jerky mice.

In areas of tourism education, our networking
has been with premier institutes like TISS (Tata
Institute of Social Sciences), Mumbai; NUJS
(National University of Juridical Sciences),
Kolkata; Institute of Rural Management and
Administration (IRMA), Anand, and other
tourism institutions like KITTS (Kerala Institute
for Travel and Tourism Studies), Christ College,
Bangalore; ABMTR (Academy of Business
Management and Tourism Research), Bangalore
and NITHM (National Institute of Travel and
Hospitality Management), Hyderabad.

NETWORKING AND COOPERATION
WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS
EQUATIONS continues to have an extended
network with diverse groups and stakeholders
concerned with tourism. In the light of
developments in the last year fisher folk, trade
unions, political parties, elected representatives,
advocates, students, academicians, youth clubs,
tribal activists, child rights groups, women's rights
groups and other civil society formations have
played an important role in the tourism debate. In
our engagements with them we have learnt is that

A range of people and organisations support
our work with professional services into which
they also bring in interest and passion for the
issues we work on. We are grateful to them for this
human engagement-the range of graphic
designers, printers, our friends in the media, those
who help us book tickets and rush with last minute
couriers, or come to our rescue when computers
or other systems crash are also people who
contribute immensely to our work and we would
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like to thank them even if we cannot name each of
them.

In January 2007 Paul Gonsalves, EQUATIONS
founder, first Coordinator and General Body member
died in Kolkata at the age of 49. EQUATIONS
grieves Paul's demise and remembers the path
breaking contributions he made to thinking about
tourism. Paul is mourned by friends and colleagues all
over the world.

GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONAL
PROCESSES
EQUATIONS governance processes are its
General Body and Managing Committee. While
we have continued to work with a Chief
Functionary as a member of the Management
Committee, we are looking at examining the longterm suitability of this model. At the institutional
management level, the Managing Committee also
has constituted the Finance Sub-Committee
consisting of Treasurer, Finance Manager and GB
member (as well as statutory auditor by
invitation) which focus on a more thorough
review and decision making on financial
information and status. The statutory external
audit is conducted once a year while all accounts
are scrutinised monthly.

In 2006-07 two members of EQUATIONS
General Body resigned for personal reasons, L
Antonysamy who has been Member and President
since 1991 and Suprio Dasgupta who has been
Member and Managing Committee member since
2003.
While we are very grateful for their
contributions over the years we will certainly miss their
presence, wisdom and advice in our governance
structures.
COOPERATION WITH DONORS
EQUATIONS has in the last year expanded its
cooperation with a range of donors. Our core
donors are Bread for the World and Misereor, who
have continued to provide critical support to our
network-building program that is the heart of
EQUATIONS work.

EQUATIONS has decentralised systems of
management with programme coordinators being
in charge - they initiate and formulate the
proposal, determine action plans and budgets and
have the authority and responsibility to manage
them both in terms of strategy, content and impact
as well as financial utilisations and timelines. In
order to support this level of decentralisation the
organisation also has stringent checks and
balances in place. This year we tested and worked
very well with the idea of Programme Resource
Teams (PRTs) which served to expand resources
and perspectives for each programme and also
became an important capacity building exercise.

We have also continued to be supported this
year by HIVOS (India Regional Office) for the
film research & advocacy project on forest dwellers
and nomadic tribes that is due for completion in
June 2007.
On our work on trade and globalisation,
EQUATIONS continued work with EED
(Germany) in completing the specific grant
project that was sanctioned in December 2005 on
taking forward impact assessment through
consultations.

In July 2006, Muthu, our colleague at
EQUATIONS died of a rare syndrome called Gullian
Barre Syndrome (GBS). Muthu worked on the Tamil
Nadu programme and one of his last pieces of work was
the Coastal Area Assessment Report. He touched each
of our lives in different ways. A warm gentle person, his
broad cheerful smile is what all of us will remember.

EQUATIONS has partnered the Global
Forest Coalition in the National (India) Life as
Commerce project for specific analysis on impacts
of ecotourism promotion activities in and around
ecologically sensitive areas.
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EQUATIONS has also received support from
ActionAid International (Tsunami Rehabilitation
Programme) to coordinate work on a research and
advocacy project in the Andaman Islands titled
“Building a base for Advocating Sustainable
Tourism in the Andaman Islands”. We will
coordinate the project with Kalpavriksh, SANE
(Society for Andaman and Nicobar Ecology), Tata
Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) and INTACH
being the other project core team members.

on a module on critical issues in tourism for
the Endogenous Tourism Project (MoT and
UNDP). This was a challenging move as
EQUATIONS has critiqued the processes and
design of this project.
!

With support from UNIFEM, EQUATIONS
implemented a project on “Promoting
Collaboration in Responsibility in Tourism”. The
project aimed to encourage partnership and
collaboration between different stakeholders
towards child friendly tourism practices in the
state of Goa and to influence Government of India
and State Government to incorporate child
friendly and gender sensitive guidelines.

BRIDGING TO THE YEAR 2007-08
2006-07 was a year of high response through
campaign activity within EQUATIONS,
specifically in response to drastic policy changes
initiated by the government on a range of issues.
In the last year, EQUATIONS has been able to
reach out to networks and issues on tourism in
other regions of the country as well. We have
undertaken field investigations on tourism
impacts in the Northeast, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh
and the Andaman Islands. We established strong
network relationships with partners in West
Bengal, Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Orissa,
Uttaranchal, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan to
take forward work in the coming years. A lot of
effort has also been made to engage with issues
and advocacy at the national capital in New Delhi.

We were also able to partner with other
organisations for short assignments. Key among
these has been:
!

An analysis of the Ecotourism Policy of India
focusing on the states of Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa,
Maharashtra and its impact tourism on
indigenous local community, women and
other marginalised sections in the context of
globalisation and governance for National
Centre for Advocacy Studies (NCAS).

!

A book on ecotourism in India as part of
CEE's (Centre for Environment Education)
environment and development series of
publication. The book titled “Communities,
capital and conservation: Perspectives on
ecotourism in India” is due to be published.

!

!

We also partnered the Department of
Tourism, Government of Kerala, on their
invitation to organise a workshop on
Responsible Tourism in the state. This again
w a s a c h a l l e n g i n g p ro p o s i t i o n a s
EQUATIONS was perceived as a key actor
through its critique and campaign in Kerala
being dropped from the WTTC award
shortlist.

In this bridge year we worked to the task of
consolidating systems and processes and building
a core team. As we look ahead what seems
important to focus more energy into are the
following strategic areas:

A research project on 'Governance Reforms
and Multilateral Funding in Karnataka' with
CIVIC, Bangalore.

!

EQUATIONS worked with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
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Broad-basing networking in other states
particularly on issues on the ground through
awareness, campaigns and focused advocacy,
furthering ground work towards formation of

the National Tourism Forum initially through
a clear focus on state and regional
consultations on tourism.
!

Addressing the issue of HIV/AIDS and
tourism, indigenous peoples issues and
tourism, climate change and tourism and the
phenomenon of tourism as an urbanising
force.

!

Internalising the crosscutting themes of
policy and law, globalisation and gender in all
programmes.

!

Strengthening south-south international
networking on tourism issues.
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Annexures to this report:

1. EQUATIONS Outputs and Key Interventions (2006 - 07)
2. Dissemination of material by Campaign Support Unit
3. EQUATIONS Managing Committee (2004 - 2007)
4. Staff team of EQUATIONS as of 31st March 2007
5. Interns in EQUATIONS (2006 - 07) and their work
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ANNEXURE 1

TAMIL NADU STATE NETWORKING
PROGRAMME

EQUATIONS Outputs and Key Interventions
(2006-07)

List of meetings and workshops attended
!
Attended a meeting organised by Coastal
Action Network, proposal to replace Coastal
Regulation Zone Notification with Coastal
Management Zone Notification, based on
the Coastal Area Assessment in May 2006.

KARNATAKA STATE NETWORKING
PROGRAMME
Papers / Reports / Articles
!
Study on Infrastructural links and Tourism “Bangalore- A Global City? Virtual realities
and Consumer identities”, Nalika Gajaweera
intern with EQUATIONS, JuneJuly 2006
(with G&T programme)

!

Attended a meeting organised by fisher folk
organisations to campaign against the
MoEF's at Chennai in August 2006

KERALA STATE NETWORKING
PROGRAMME

List of meetings and workshops attended
!
Participated in the bi-annual meeting
coordinated by National Alliance People
Movement (NAPM) and at the preliminary
meetings for planning NAPM's mass
campaign SANGARSH 2007 (with CSU
programme)

Papers / Reports / Articles
!
Kerala Tourism Trends Flyers & Report,
April 2006 Mar 2007
!

Vembanad Lake & Tourism, paper presented
at the 44th state congress of KSSP at
Kottayam on 13.01.2007

!

Kerala Tourism through ages power point
presented at Government Arts College
Thiruvananthapuram on 28.02.2007

Exhibition on Human Rights Festival at
Christ College, Bangalore, on 22nd & 23rd
February 2007 (with TE programme).

!

Letter to Minister for Tourism, Government
of Kerala on concerns of setting up STZs in
Kerala on 30.03.2007

Campaigns
!
Members of the PFAADB (EQUATIONS
part of this group) staged a walk-out of the
Asian Development Bank's consultation,
16th June 2006. A statement of protest was
submitted and a press release released (with
G&T, CSU programme)

!

Report of the Responsible Tourism
Workshop held at Thiruvananthapuram on
2nd & 3rd February 2007

!

!

!

Exhibition on the Forum for Social
Concerns, Inter college & cultural festival at
Christ College, Bangalore on 2nd & 3rd
February 2007 (with TE programme).

Legal analysis of the Kerala Ayurveda Health
Centres (Issue of License and Control)
Ordinance, 2006 (with CSU programme).
List of meetings and workshops organised
and attended

EQUATIONS joined a Padh Yatra around
Bangalore organised by the Campaign
against Water Privatisation, Karnataka
(CAWP-KA), 10th - 16th July 2006 (with
CSU programme)

Organised
! Seminar on Global Day of Protest against
ADB in association with Kerala Swathanthra
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Matsya Thozhilali Federation at
Thiruvananthapuram on 05th May 2006
!

!

!

organised by Kerala Sasthra Sahithya
Parishad on 13th January 2007 at
Kumarakom, Kottayam

Workshop on CZMP and its implications in
association with Centre for Earth Science
Studies, GREENS, Thanal, Kerala Sasthra
Sahithya Parishad, Kerala Swathanthra
Matsya Thozhilali Federation and South
Indian Federation of Fishermen Societies at
Thiruvananthapuram on 30th May 2006
Workshop on Responsible Tourism along
with Kerala Department of Tourism &
ICRT, India on 2nd and 3rd February 2007
at Thiruvananthapuram
Workshop on Tourism Impact Assessment at
Vagamon on 01st March 2007 (with ECT
programme)

!

!

Inter City Regional Workshop on 'Citizens'
participation in Urban Development', at
Kochi, 3rd October 2006, organized by
Urban Research Center

!

National Seminar on Ethnic Tourism
organised by KITTS and AICTE, 10th-11th
February 2007, Thiruvananthapuram

!

Seminar on Kerala economy since 1956,
organised by Department of Economics,
Arts College, Thiruvananthapuram, 28th
February 2007.

Organised
! Organised a consultation on CRZ-CZM in
Vishakapatnam on 26th June 2006 (with
ECT programme)

Seminar on tourism organised by Indian
Trade Fair Foundation, Tourism India
magazine, South Kerala Hoteliers Forum
and IATA Agents Association of India on
8th September 2006, Thiruvananthapuram
“SAMVADHAM” organised by
Doordarshan, Kerala, telecasted on World
Tourism Day (27th September 2006)

!

List of meetings and workshops organised
and attended

Discussion on Tourism development at
Pathiramanal, organised by the Muhamma
Panchayat & Centre for Earth Science
Studies (CESS) on 17th August 2006,
Thiruvananthapuram

!

Waste not Asia 2007 at
Thiruvananthapuram on 15th January 2007
Thanal Action Network

ANDHRA PRADESH STATE
NETWORKING PROGRAMME

Attended
! Seminar on “Kerala and New Economic
Policies” organised by N.E. Balaram
Institute of Social Sciences on 16th July
2006, Thiruvananthapuram
!

!

Seminar on Vembanad Lake & Tourism
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!

EQUATIONS collaborated with
KERATAM, SPACE, ANKITA and Forum
for Better Vishaka and participated in the
Right to Information Awareness caravan in
more than 20 fishing hamlets around 750
kms in Vishakapatnam district, September
2006 (with CSU programme)

!

A joint RTI Caravan on “Empowerment of
people through RTI in the tourism context”
was organised by EQUATIONS with Kadali
Network and Action Aid in East Godavari
District, 19th 24th November 2006 (with
CSU programme)

!

Organised a workshop on Tourism Impact
Assessment in collaboration with VIKASA
in Bheeminipatnam, January 2007 (with
ECT programme)

!

!

!

Conducted an awareness programme on
sustainable tourism practices and sensitised
the community on tourism impacts in
Vadrapalli, January 2007 (with CSU
programme).

GoI in New Delhi on 6th 7th June 2006
(with CSU programme)

A one-day strategy workshop with
panchayat representatives on Globalisation,
World Bank, IFIs and Tourism with the help
of SUJANA in Kakinda, 12th March 2007
(with G&T and LSGI programme)
Facilitated an exposure visit of panchayat
members from the Vadrapalli to
Kumarakom, 23rd -26th February 2006
(with TE, LSGI programme)

Attended
! Consultation on the Child trafficking and
formation of civil society group to monitor
child trafficking, organised by Grama Seva
Samithi, Vishakhapatnam, 25th March 2007
(with the C&T programme).

!

Presentation on Critical Issues in Tourism at
a Workshop on Institution Building and
Sustainable Tourism Livelihoods, organised
by IRMA & UNDP in Anand, 18th to 23rd
September 2006 (with CSU programme)

!

Kit for the Training and Capacity Building
Workshop on Tourism co-organised with
the Rural Volunteer Centre, Akajan
(Assam), 27th & 28th November 2006
(with CSU programme)

Attended
! EQUATIONS presented a paper on ADBSASEC tourism plans for the NE and
potential impacts in a consultation on
Understanding International Financial
Institutions in India's Northeast context,
organised by - Intercultural Resources, River
Basin Friends, Arunachal Pradesh Citizen's
Rights, CCDD, DICE Foundation, Forum
for Indigenous Perspectives and Action,
Peoples' Movement for Subansiri Valley,
Indigenous and Tribal Development Centre,
Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti and Centre
for Peace and Development, North-eastern
Social Research Center from 1-3 April 06 in
Mawlien (Ribhoi, Meghalaya)

NETWORKING AND INTERVENTIONS
IN THE REST OF INDIA PROGRAMME
Papers / Reports / Articles
! Critique of the Draft Tourism Master Plan
Goa, January 2007

!

Framework on Sustainable Tourism
circulated at the National Workshop on
Endogenous Tourism Project, organised by
UNDP-MoT, GoI in New Delhi on 6th 7th
June 2006 (with CSU programme)

List of workshops and meetings organised
and attended

Student Club
! Initiated formation of Student Club at the
National Institute of Tourism and
Hospitality Management, Hyderabad,
March 2007, (with TE programme)

!

!

Kit for Workshop on 'Tourism Development
in Chhattisgarh: Threats and Challenges'
EQUATIONS co-organised with Nadi
Ghati Morcha, 25th & 26th January 2007
(with CSU programme)
Paper on Rural Tourism circulated at the
National Workshop on Endogenous
Tourism Project, organised by UNDP-MoT,
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!

2nd National Workshop on Endogenous
Tourism Project -Rural Tourism Scheme,
organised by UNDP-GoI in New Delhi, 6th
and 7th June 2006.

!

National Convention of the National Forum

CAMPAIGN SUPPORT UNIT

of Forest Peoples and Forest Workers "Resist
Commodification of Forests and Support
Community Forest Governance.", Ranchi,
31st October to 2nd November 2006
!

Indian Social Forum (ISF), 9th to 13th
November 2006

!

Participated in the Sangharsh (Action) 2007
collective action of several groups,
grassroots movements and campaigns in
New Delhi to oppose neo-liberal and antipeople policies of the government,
specifically attended the Jan Sansad or
People's Parliament from 20th 24th March
2007 discussed all current issues like IFIs,
WTO, SEZ, adivasi rights, Right to
Information (RTI), urban governance and
other issues March-April 2007 led by
movements from across India

!

Papers / Reports / Articles
! Protest letter and research critique
'SE(I)ZING India! : Why the government
should reconsider tourism development
through STZs and SEZs', November 2006
(with G&T programme)
Media
! “Sustainable Tourism” - Kerala Tourism
November & December 2006 issue
published by the Tourism India Group

!

EQUATIONS' STZ critique note published
in Contours by Ecumenical Coalition on
Tourism, May 2007

!

Framework on Sustainable Tourism
published by CII-ITC Centre of Excellence
for Sustainable Development in
Sustainability Tomorrow Positioning
Tourism on a sustainable path, Vol 1, Issue
3, Oct-Dec 2006

!

SEZ & STZ article in Telugu magazine
'Mannemlo' by LAYA, Vishakhapatnam in
January 2007

Workshop on People's Consultation on
Land, Ranchi, 24th & 25th March 07
organised by Ekta Parishad, Jharkhand

Organised
! Sessions on Critical Issues in Tourism at a
Workshop on Institution Building and
Sustainable Tourism Livelihoods, organised
by IRMA & UNDP in Anand, 18th to 23rd
September 2006.
!

!

List of meetings and workshops organised
and attended
Organised
! Documentation training programme for
Saad Aangan, Goa, EQUATIONS office,
6th October 2006

Training and Capacity Building Workshop
on Tourism co-organised with the Rural
Volunteer Centre, Akajan (Assam), 27th &
28th November 2006 (with CSU
programme)

!

Workshop on 'Tourism Development in
Chhattisgarh: Threats and Challenges'
EQUATIONS co-organised with Nadi
Ghati Morcha, 25th & 26th January 2007
(with CSU programme)

Designing Communication Workshop,
EQUATIONS office, 9th and 10th February
2007

Campaigns
! Campaign against Special Tourism Zones
and Special Economic Zones, January 2007
(with G&T programme)
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List of meetings and workshops organised
and attended

WOMEN & TOURISM PROGRAMME
Papers / Reports / Articles
!

Attended
! A session on Critical Issues in Tourism as
part of the Justice, Peace and Development
programme organised by and in Visthar ,
16th September 2006

Manual for assessing the Impacts of
Globalisation on Tourism from a gendered
perspective, Ms.Ida Bohman, an intern with
EQUATIONS, November-December 2006
(with G&T programme)

List of meetings and workshops organised
and attended
Attended
! Workshop on Women and Urban Local
Bodies organised by Urban Research
Centre, Gulbarga, April 2006 and Udupi,
May 2006
!

!

Seminar on 'Ethnic Tourism', organised by
KITTS, Thiruvananthapuram,9th to 11th
February 2007

!

International Travel Expo 2006, jointly
organised by the Department of Tourism,
Kerala, the Indian Trade Fair Foundation,
Tourism India Publications and the South
Kerala Hoteliers Forum in
Thiruvananthapuram from 9th to 11th
September 2006

Workshop on mainstreaming gender in
organisations, organised by Visthar at
Bangalore, 22nd August 2006

ECOSYSTEMS, COMMUNITIES AND
TOURISM

LOCAL SELF GOVERNANCE &
TOURISM

Papers / Reports / Articles
! An article EQUATIONS 2006 (Spring)
'The Alarming Case of the Andaman Islands'
on threats of unplanned and unregulated
tourism development on the fragile ecology
of the Andaman Islands was published in
“In Focus”, the newsletter of Tourism
Concern, London.

Papers / Reports / Articles
! Critique and comments on draft National
Tribal Policy 2006, September 2006
!

Research and critique paper on National
Rehabilitation Policy 2006, November 2006

!

Comparative analysis of National Advisory
council's recommendations vis-à-vis
National Rehabilitation Policy, November
2006

TOURISM EDUCATION
Papers / Reports / Articles
! National seminar on `Tourism,
Development and Conservation' organised
as part of the International Travel Expo,
Thiruvananthapuram, 8th September 2006
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!

An article on tourism in the Andamans was
published in Down to Earth magazine
'Rethinking Tourism in Andamans', March
2007.

!

Critique of the former law on
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
from tourism perspective, May June 2006
(with CSU programme)

!

Research & campaign on the replacement of
CRZ Notification with Coastal
Management Notification, May June 2006
(with CSU programme)

!

Critique of the proposed Draft CMZ
Notification 2006 Bill May June 2006
(with CSU programme)

!

EQUATIONS was partnered by Ms. Seema
Bhatt, to write a book titled “Conservation,
Capital and Communities: Perspectives on
Ecotourism Development in India” for
Centre for Environment Education,
Knowledge for Sustainable Development as
part of their Environment & Development
series.

!

Research and document impacts of
ecotourism development in India - a briefing
paper on financial incentives for ecotourism
development and its impacts on community
based conservation initiatives, in
collaboration with the Global Forest
Coalition, December 2006.

Presented a paper on CRZ and tourism
issues in a workshop on Mangroves and
Biodiversity 24th April to 27th April 2006,
Bhubaneswar, Orissa organised by
PREPARE

!

Presented a research paper on CRZ and the
concerns of tourism at a Workshop on
Environment, Human Rights and
Violations organised by Human Right Law
Network & Environmental Justice Initiative
in Mumbai from 28th to 30th April 2006
(with CSU programme)

!

!

A national level advocacy seminar on the
presentation of research papers of
Globalisation, Grassroots and Governance
Project organised by National Centre for
Advocacy Studies, in Delhi, Nov, 2006

!

A workshop with network partners from
Uttaranchal, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Andaman & Nicobar Islands to share
research findings of ecotourism impacts on
communities, conservation and governance
as part of GFC supported Life as Commerce
Project, and also to take the campaign on
ecotourism to grassroots in these states for
the coming years, Bangalore December
2006

!

Refresher Course on Ecotourism & Law,
Goa, 6th to 8th October 06

GLOBALISATION IMPACTS AND
TOURISM

List of Workshops / Meetings Attended
!

!

Papers / Reports / Articles
! Research paper on 'Liberalising Legal
Services in India' (with CSU programme)
for CENTAD as part of its publication on
'Trade in Services and India' published in
November 2006

A session on tourism impacts at a workshop
on coastal conservation and eco-friendly
development alternatives organised by
Snehakunj, at Gokarna, 3rd Feb. 2007
A session on ecotourism at a workshop
“Refresher Course in Ecotourism and
Environmental Law” organised by
Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) at Goa,
6-8 Oct 2006
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!

Interviewed by EED-Tourism Watch's
newsletter on its views on GATS and
Tourism. Published in Tourism Watch issues
reading material for network partners

!

Case Study compilation on GATS, Tourism
and Domestic Regulation in India

!

Briefing sheet and compilation on GATS
Free Zones for panchayat representatives

!

Briefing sheet on Budget 2007-08 and the
Tourism Sector

!

Briefing Sheet on the ADB's SASEC
Tourism Plan

Organised
! EQUATIONS as part of the PFAADB
organised a campaign around the ADB
AGM, Hyderabad, 2nd-6th May 2006 (with
AP & CSU programme)

List of meetings and workshops organised
and attended
Attended
! Participated in a campaign strategy meeting
of the Indian People's Campaign Against the
WTO in Delhi on 27th July 2006

!

Attended a national strategy workshop on
IMF/WB organized by INSAF, FOCUS ON
GLOBAL SOUTH and others in Delhi,
1st & 2nd September 2006.

Organised a strategy meeting with
panchayat representatives on WTO, IFIs,
SEZ and tourism issues in Kakinada, March
2007

!

Organised a national workshop
'Globalisation, Trade and Tourism: Impacts
on People's Rights and Development' in
New Delhi on 6th and 7th November 2006

!

Facilitated the Organising Committee
Meeting of the Peoples Forum Against ADB
on June 1st-2nd at the EQUATIONS office
in Bangalore.

!

!

!

Made a presentation on “Responsibility and
Sustainability in Tourism The dilemma
created by Liberalisation policies” at a
training programme workshop on WTO
related issues for Government officials of
SAARC countries held in Delhi, on
1-3 May 06 by TERI.
Participated in the second face-to-face
meeting of the Our World Is Not For Sale
(OWINFS) network organised by
OWINFS, at Sao Paulo, Brazil,
9th-14th November 2006

!

Participated and presented at a consultation
on “International Financial Institutions in
the Northeast” organised by groups in the
Northeast at Mawlien, Meghalaya,
1st-3rd April 2006.

!

Participated at the South Asia Conference
on Trade and Development organised by
CENTAD in Delhi, 19-20 December 2006.

!

Participated at the press conference on
Kerala ADB Loan organised in
Thiruvananthapuram, February 2007

!

National Conference on Responsible
Tourism organised by International Centre
for Responsible Tourism India on
16th December 2006 in Bangalore.

CHILD AND TOURISM
Papers / Reports / Articles
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!

Presented a paper on the issue of
Globalization and Child Labour during a
workshop on Tourism, Displacement and
Child Abuse at the "Consultation on
Globalisation and its Implication for Child
Rights -Towards a Protection and
Participation Strategy organised by Tamil
Nadu Child Rights Protection Network at
Chennai, 23rd June 2006. (with GIT
programme)

!

Presented a paper on the issue of
Globalization and Child Labour during a
workshop organised by Tamil Nadu Child
Rights Protection Network, Chennai, May
2006 (with GIT programme)

!

Analysed the Goa Children's Act 2003
(along with a set of amendments in 2005)
for dissemination to our partners and to
Department of Women and Child, Goa
Department, 1st August 2006 (with CSU
programme)

!

Analysis on the notification Banning of
employment of Children in the hospitality
industry (with CSU programme)

!

Paper on responsibility in Tourism and the
Goa Children's Act in the context of
tourism, written this paper for the
Department of Women and Child, Goa on
their request to EQUATIONS to write an
article, 15th October 2006

!

!

special focus on children and women
organised by Ministry of Women and Child
and National Commission for Women, In
Bangalore, November 2006.

Paper on “say NO to Tourism that exploits
the child Trends and issues in India on the
Protection of children in Tourism”EQUATIONS paper for the round table
session on the protection of children in
tourism which was coordinated by ECPAT
Germany, at the ITB Berlin during 11th
March 2007
We came out with a dossier on “The Rights
of the Child in the Context of tourism” for
disseminating to our partners and to take
forward our advocacy work at the Indian
Social Forum, November 2006.

List of meetings and workshops attended
! Participated in a workshop on “Building
Positive Partnership : Workshop on
Sensitive Media Reporting” organised by
UNIFEM, April 2006
!

Attended a consultation on the proposed
Draft Policy on Child Protection in the 11th
Five Year Plan organised by the National
Law School, Bangalore for Prayas and
Butterfly, Bangalore, 5th July 2006.

!

Participated in a state level consultation on
the 11th Five Year Plan: Prioritising
Children organised by Government of
Karnataka, Women and Child Department,
and UNICEF, at Bangalore, November
2006.

!

Participated in a workshop on preventing
and combating human trafficking with
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!

Presented a paper on Tourism and
exploitation of Children at … organised by
HAQ and Campaign against Child
Trafficking, TN at the Indian Social Forum
(ISF), Delhi, 11th November 2006

!

Participated in a workshop on Integrated
Plan of action with special focus on women
and children related to trafficking, coorganised by National Commission for
Women, Ministry of Women & Child and
National Human Rights Commission,
Hyderabad, 22nd January 2007.

!

Participated in South Asia Regional
Network Resource Exchange (RNRE)
Meeting organised by End Child
Prostitution, Child Pornography, and
Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purpose
(ECPAT), Kathmandu, 22nd February 2007

TRANSLATIONS
No.

EQS Publication/Report/Article

Malayalam

Telugu

Hindi

1.

Framework on sustainable
tourism,

Yes

Yes

Yes

2.

Exploring dimensions of
responsibility in tourism

Yes

Yes

3.

Special Tourism Zone-a
critique paper, issues related
to child and tourism,

Yes

Yes

Yes

4.

The advocacy paper on ban
notification on child labour,

Yes

Yes

Yes

5.

Briefing note on Right to
Information

Yes

Yes

6.

Democratise Tourism article

Yes

Yes

7.

Exploring dimensions of
responsibility in tourism

Yes

Yes

8.

WTO-GATS advocacy paper

Yes

Yes

9.

GATS and Tourism 2-page
note

Yes

Yes

10.

Critique of R&R policy

Yes

Yes

11.

Ecotourism NCAS abridged
paper

Yes

Yes
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Yes

Annexure 2

C&T programme
Dossier Rights of the Child in the Context of
Tourism 200 copies

!

Dissemination of material by Campaign
Support Unit

!

Poster Child Labour and Tourism and Sexual
Exploitation 250 each

!

Stickers Say No to Tourism that Exploits the
Child and Rid Tourism of child Abuse 3000
each

!

Briefing sheet Child Labour in Tourism and
The sexual Exploitation and trafficking of
children 3000 copies

Materials produced
PUBLICATION/ REPORTS/ARTICLES
!

EQUATIONS Annual Report 2005- 2006 100 copies

TN State networking programme
!
CAA Posters Tamil 200 nos
!

Dissemination of information
Publications 1120

!

CAA Stickers Tamil 2 types, 300 each

AP State networking programme
!
Contributed to the printing of RTI and SEZ
booklets in Telugu for dissemination at the
RTI caravan 1000 copies each
CSU programme
!
Docupdate, 2005-2006 - 200 copies
!

STZ Booklet 150 copies

ECT programme
!
CAA Report (Andaman & Nicobar and Tamil
Nadu & Pondicherry) 200 copies

!

Posters 2301

!

Brochures 1225

!

CAA Kits (English) 32

!

CAA Kits (Tamil) 66

!

Child Kits 58

!

Stickers 1470

!

Fact sheets 177

!

Briefing Sheets 668

!

CAA Posters (English) 4 types 800 copies

!

CAA Stickers (English) 4 types 800 copies

!

!

CAA CD (Andaman & Nicobar and Tamil
Nadu & Pondicherry) 200 nos

!

Consultation on Globalisation, Trade and
Tourism Impacts on people's Rights and
Development, Delhi, 6th & 7th November
06

!

Indian Social Forum, Delhi, 9th to 13th
November 06

!

Training and Capacity Building Workshop on
Tourism in Akajan (Assam), 27th & 28th
November 06

!

The materials were disseminated at:
Refresher Course on Ecotourism & Law,
Goa, 6th to 8th October 06

CAA Briefing notes & fact sheets 400 copies

G&T programme
!
Designing of the ADB AGM Campaign
programme schedule brochure
!

ADB stickers 40000 nos

!

ADB Posters 15000 copies
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!

Workshop on 'Tourism Development in
Chattisgarh: Threats and Challenges',
Raipur, 25th & 26th January 07

!

Exhibition on the Forum for Social
Concerns, Inter college & cultural
festival, Bangalore, 2nd & 3rd February 07

!

Workshop on Coastal Conservation and
Eco-friendly Development
Alternatives, Gokarna, 3rd February 07

!

RNRE - South Asian Regional Network
Resources meeting, Kathmandu, 8th to 10th
February 07

!

Exhibition on Human Rights Festival at
Christ College, Bangalore, 22nd & 23rd
February 07

!

ACTION 2007 members at Sewagram
meeting, 18th & 19th March 07

!

Workshop on People's Consultation on
Land, Ranchi, 24th & 25th March 07

!

Consultation on the Child trafficking and
formation of civil society group to monitor
child trafficking, Vishakhapatnam, 25th
March 07

!

Workshop on Women and Urban Local
Bodies organised by Urban Research
Centre, Gulbarga, April 2006

!

Workshop on Mangroves and Biodiversity
organised by PREPARE, Bhubaneswar,
24th to 27th April 2006

!

!

Workshop on Environment, Human Rights
and Violations organised by Human Right
Law Network & Environmental Justice
Initiative, Mumbai, 28th to 30th April
2006.
Workshop on WTO related issues for
Government officials, organised by TERI, in
New Delhi, 1st to 3rd May 2006
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!

Peoples Forum Against the ADB campaign,
Hyderabad, 2nd 6th May 2006

!

Workshop on CZMP and its implications in
association with Centre for Earth Science
Studies, GREENS, Thanal, Kerala Sasthra
Sahithya Parishad, Kerala Swathanthra
Matsya Thozhilali Federation and South
Indian Federation of Fishermen Societies at
Thiruvananthapuram on 30th May 2006

!

Bi-annual meeting coordinated by National
Alliance People Movement (NAPM),
Bangalore, 30th & 31st May 2006

!

Meeting organised by fisher folk
organisations to campaign against the
MoEF's at Chennai in August 2006

!

International Travel Expo 2006, jointly
organised by the Department of Tourism,
Kerala, the Indian Trade Fair Foundation,
Tourism India Publications and the South
Kerala Hoteliers Forum in
Thiruvananthapuram from 9th to 11th
September 2006

!

Network partners in Andhra Pradesh
through Keratam, Sadhana and Kadali
Network

!

Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Tourism

!

Think tanks of the Communist Party of
India

!

Network partners in Andhra Pradesh, Delhi,
Goa, Andamans, Chhattisgarh and Northeast

!

Disha and Help tourism, Kolkata

!

NUJS, TISS, and tourism educational
institutions in Bangalore and Hyderabad

Annexure 3: EQUATIONS Managing Committee (2004 - 2007)
Sl No

Name

Designation

1

L Antonysamy*

President

2

Mario Pinto Almeida

Secretary

3

Ivo Rodrigues

Treasurer

4

Rosemary Viswanath

Member and Chief Functionary

5

Suprio Dasgupta**

Member

* Till 21st March 2007 **Till 26th February 2006

Annexure 4: Staff team as of 31st March 2007
Sl No

Name

Programmes

1

Aditi Chanchani

Campaign Support Unit

2

Ananya Dasgupta

Law, Governance & Tourism

3

Anjali B

Campaign Support Unit

4

Antony Varghese

Finance

5

Arun Raj

Admin

6

Deepa Kozhisseri

Advocating Sustainable Tourism in
Andaman, Project

7

G Raghu

Finance

8

G Ramkumar

Andhra Pradesh Networking

9

Kavita Kanan

Law, Governance & Tourism

10

Maheen Dhanda

Tourism Education

11

Pramila David

Campaign Support Unit

12

Pramila Sequeira

Administration & HR

13

S Vidya

Child & Tourism

14

Saroop Roy

Kerala Networking

15

Shikha S

Globalisation Impacts & Tourism

16

Syed Liyakhat

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism

17

Ujjwala Medhi

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism

18

Vidya Rangan

Globalisation Impacts & Tourism

53

Annexure 5: Interns in EQUATIONS (2006-07) and their work
Name

Institution

Programme

Area of work

1

Nalika Gajaweera

Fulbright
Fellowship to
India in
Anthropology

Globalisation,
Impacts and
Tourism

Study on
Bangalore
Garden City Lost?
Demystifying
Consumerism and
Change

2

Shahsikala

Aloysius College,
Mangalore

Tourism
Education

Preparatory
materials on
Child & Tourism
for Edn Kit,

3

Rekha

Aloysius College,
Mangalore

Women and
Tourism

Compiled
resources on
Women &
Tourism

4

Sujani

Aloysius College,
Mangalore

Child & Tourism

Compiled
resources
related to the
legal and policy
aspects of child
labour

5

Sangeet Shirodkar

Christ College,
Bangalore
(also an ECPAT
youth member)

Tourism
Education &
Child & Tourism

Education Kit
on Child &
Tourism &
compiling
materials to
initiate a
Campaign on
Child Labour

6

Ida Bohman

Lund University,
Sweden

Women and
Tourism &
Globalisation
Impact and
Tourism

Analyse impacts
of globalisation
policies on
tourism from a
gender
perspective

7

Ujjayini Banerjee

Christ College,
Bangalore

Campaign
Support Unit

Compendium
on SEZ/STZ

8

Alisha Malik

Christ College,
Bangalore

9

Kumar Sreeang

National
Institute of
Tourism and
Hospitality
Management,
Hyderabad

Karnataka State
Networking &
Globalisation
Impact and
Tourism
Andhra Pradesh
State
Networking &
Campaign
Support Unit

Compile
information on
projects of the
World Bank &
ADB
Medical Tourism
In Andhra
Pradesh

10

Sinduja Krishnan

Forest Research
Institute,
Dehradun

Ecosystems,
Communities
and Tourism

Tourism Status
of the Nilgiris
Biosphere Reserve

54

