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A NOTE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
This report captures EQUATIONS work of 2016-2017 detailing key interventions that we
have been a part of. Some of the trends and developments we responded through
our work were:
Many state governments have been working towards introducing new tourism
policies to capture investments in the states. EQUATIONS critiqued the Maharashtra
Tourism Policy, that calls for a new category for Ultra Mega Projects and a 3-Module
Tourism Master Plan and Policy by the Department of Tourism in Goa, which proposes
a complete opening up of the state for tourism. Karnataka plans to work on its
ecotourism policy. We participated in a consultation organised and have this policy
also on our radar so as to continue our engagement in this regard.
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The trend of focusing on investments, infrastructure and regional cooperation in
tourism is receiving a strong push. A number of tourism summits were organised
– Incredible India Tourism Investors’ Summit, the BRICS Tourism Summit, and the
SAARC Tourism Summit. IITTS claimed that around 85 MoUs were signed worth Rs.
15,000 crores. Our engagement in this work was part building an understanding
on what are the kind of projects and destinations being promoted as tourism
opportunities in the country and the scale of investments being proposed for the same.
The Union Budget declared the setting up of 5 new Special Tourism Zones (STZs). This
points to a major push that was not seen in the past. Mega Tourism Projects (MTPs) in
different forms are being conceptualised across the country. The Gorai-Manori-Uttan
Recreation and Tourism Development Zone in Maharashtra, the Alaknanda River
front Project in Andhra Pradesh, the Shamukha Tourism Project in Odisha are some
of the MTPs that are proposed. Over the past years we have worked towards building
arguments against MTPs which includes documenting and sharing the analysis on
specific tourism projects. This is work we plan to take forward.
Exploitation of children continues to be a serious concern in tourism sector, which
was highlighted through our research. The work on Access to Justice also contributed
to ECPAT’s initiative on the Bill of Rights for Child Victims of Sexual Exploitation and
Abuse. Nationally, organisations have been advocating to set up mechanisms that
protect children from travelling sex offenders, with Ministry of Women and Child
Development requesting the Ministry of External Affairs to amend the visa format
to restrict the entry of foreign nationals convicted. Child labour has been a growing
concern within tourism. These are areas that we plan to take forward.
Many laws & policies – land, labour, forests, governance, caste, children, women,
transgenders – are witnessing a change, which automatically has an impact of the
tourism. These have been on our radar.
We have continued our advocacy with various central and state level Ministries and
other government bodies such as the Tourism, Women and Child, Labour, National
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Commission for Protection of Child Rights. EQUATIONS was a member of the working
group formed by Stree Shakti (Department of Women and Child Development) Karnataka
for formulating the State Policy on Women’s Empowerment in Karnataka.
Collaborating with organisations / peoples movements / individuals continues as a
core method of our work. Our experiences over the past year have been both enriching
and one of continuous learning.
Last year also saw us applying the skills learnt as a part of the capacity building on
research methods. Given the intense nature of the process, the need to plan and give
sufficient time for each stage of the research process was recognised. The team at
EQUATIONS also gave considerable time to reflect on the 6-year roadmap that we had
developed for ourselves – what have we achieved, what are our insights and what
would we like to move towards.

MARIO PINTO ALMEIDA
President
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CONTEXT OF
OUR WORK
Tourist Trends
As per the World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO)
barometer, India ranked 24th in terms of
international tourists arrivals during 2016. India
received 8.9 million foreign tourists as compared
to 2015 when it was 8 million recording a growth
of 9.7%, which is higher than the growth between
2014-15 but yet lower than 2013-14 which
was 10.2%.

government has brought learning yoga and short
duration medical treatment (such as Ayurveda,
Siddha, Unani, Naturopathy and Homoeopathy)
in the “list of permissible activities” under tourist
visa and e-tourist visa, hoping to increase the
percentage of tourists visiting the country.
Foreign exchange earnings (FEE) from tourism in
rupee terms during 2016 was Rs.1,54,146 crore
with a growth of 14% as compared to the FEE
of Rs.1,35,193 crore during 2015. The sudden
demonetisation of high value notes came as a
blow for tourists for an interim period, as they
found themselves faced with the difficulties of
converting foreign exchange / higher value notes
to a lower currency amount.
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The top ten States in terms of number of foreign
India has extended the facility of e-Tourist Visa for tourist visits (in millions) during 2016 were Tamil
Nadu (4.72), Maharashtra (4.67), Uttar Pradesh
citizens of 161 countries. The number of Foreign
(3.16), Delhi (2.52), West Bengal (1.53), Rajasthan
Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) on e-Tourist Visa (e-TV)
(1.51), Kerala (1.04), Bihar (1.01), Goa (0.68) and
during 2016 was 1.08 million compared to 0.44
million in 2015 registering a growth rate of 142%. Punjab (0.66). In 2016, while the top 8 states
retained their previous rankings, Karnataka
However in relation to the overall FTA, tourists
which was ranked at 9th dropped from the top
coming through the e-TV is still a relatively small
ten while Punjab came in at the 10th place. The
percentage. For 2016, they comprised 12.1% of
top three states in terms of growth rates
the total FTAs. The
were Punjab (172.21), Sikkim (71.55) and
India has extended
Chhattisgarh (44.2).

the facility of e-Tourist
Visa for citizens of 161
countries. The number
of FTAs on e-Tourist
Visa (e-TV) during 2016
grew by 142%. However
in relation to the overall
FTA, tourists coming
through the e-TV is
still a relatively small
percentage.







   
  



The domestic tourist visits (DTVs) during
2016, were 1653 million (provisional)
as compared to 1432 million in 2015
registering a growth of 15.5 %. The
contribution of the top ten States/ UTs
stands at about 84.2% to the total number
of DTVS as against 83.62% recorded
in 2015. The States that recorded the
highest visits (in million) include Tamil
Nadu (344.3), Uttar Pradesh (229.6),
Madhya Pradesh (184.7), Andhra Pradesh
(158.5), Karnataka (129.8), Maharashtra
(115.4), West Bengal (74.5), Telangana
(71.5), Gujarat (42.8) and Rajasthan (41.5).
While Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh
have maintained the 1st and 2nd rank
respectively, Madhya Pradesh gained
several ranks to reach the 3rd position
leaving Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Maharashtra at the succeeding 4th, 5th and
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6th positions.
A report revealed that 40% Indians don’t
use all vacation days as work schedule
does not allow for vacation. “After Spain
(68%), UAE (68%), Malaysia (67%) and South
Korea (64%), India is ranked as the fourth
most vacation deprived country globally,”
according to Expedia ‘Vacation Deprivation
report 2016’. With the kind of work pressures
prevalent among the urban travellers, short
getaways are becoming the trend. Data of
traveller behaviour suggests that weekend
getaways number more than 10 times that
of long vacations in India.
According to Global Travel and Tourism
Competitive Index, 2016, India has moved
up 12 positions to the 40th rank from 52nd in
2015, 65th in 2013 and 68th in 2011.






















The nature of tourism is highly complex, any
kind of internal and external change related
to policy and practice also changes its
nature and structure. International policies
and practices are one of the important
segments which affects tourism globally.
It can be seen in the case of declaration of
2017 as International Year of Sustainable
Tourism by UNWTO, where many countries
started promoting the concept of
sustainable tourism. The focus of discussion
is now on how countries could align their
tourism development with the Sustainable
Development Goals, how the private sector
can contribute and what national measures
are critical to putting in place so as to be
able to deliver on the commitments by
2030. 3 of the 17 Goals agreed upon relate
to tourism – Promote sustained, inclusive
and sustainable economic growth, full
and productive employment and decent
work for all (Goal 8), Ensure sustainable
consumption and production patterns
(Goal 12) and Conserve and sustainably use
the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development (Goal 14).
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UNWTO, along with other countries, is working
towards developing a ‘Framework for Measuring
Sustainable Tourism’. Policy leaders, statisticians,
academicians and private sector will discuss new
methodologies to measure the full impacts of
tourism during the 6th edition of the UNWTO’s
International Conference on Statistics in
Philippines during June 2017.
While there is greater discussion on
understanding and promoting sustainable
tourism globally the Ministry of Tourism has
not yet made any announcements on how
they would be incorporating and working on
these commitments. Maybe sustainability in
tourism is an aspect that the Ministry does
not consider relevant as even in the draft
National Tourism Policy 2015, they were
more in favour of promoting responsible
tourism rather than working within a broader
framework of sustainability.
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Policy and Budgets
In the financial budget, 2017-2018, tourism
got a total of Rs. 1,634 crore in which most
of the money is allocated for infrastructure
development, promotion publicity and skill
development. Many of the old schemes
and plans such as rural tourism, which had
the aspects of community involvement and
ownership have been withdrawn. The focus is
on newer schemes such as Swadesh Darshan
and PRASAD. 56 projects covering 29 States/UT’s
worth Rs. 4,823.91 crores have been sanctioned
under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme since its
launch in 2015. 13 thematic circuits have been
identified under which projects are sanctioned.
18 projects worth Rs. 488.45 crores have been
sanctioned under the PRASAD scheme.
The Ministry of Tourism (MoT) has been working
on relaxing rules to encourage offering of
homestays to tourists, in order to help make up
for the shortage of 1.9 lakh hotel rooms in the
country. It has been proposed that “homestays
should be exempt from service tax, and various
levies like electricity and water charges, and
property tax should not be at commercial rates,

and the process of certifying these homestays
should be hassle-free and online, backed by
third-party inspections”. The government is
also urging all the state governments to modify
their guidelines with respect to homestays
accordingly. Following this, the state of West
Bengal has shown its intent in coming up with a
homestay policy while the state of Gujarat will be
implementing their homestay policy which was
announced last year.
Many state governments have been working
towards introducing new tourism policies to
capture investments in the states. To incorporate
smoother investment in tourism, Maharashtra
government passed the Maharashtra Tourism
Policy, 2016 in May 2016. The policy has a new
category for ‘Ultra Mega Project’ and a slew
of fiscal and financial incentives. According to
Tourism Secretary, Government of Telangana,
the state was hoping to release its Tourism Policy
in 2016 but this has not yet been released. The
proposed policy will have innovative proposals
to incentivise the investors to attract more
private investments into the tourism sector in the
state as well as improve tourism infrastructure
to attract more tourists. Bihar also is on the
brink of renewing the tourism policy of 2009.
Assam, Sikkim, West Bengal, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh have all recently announced their state
tourism policies.
According to the World Travel and Tourism
Council the travel and tourism sector contributed
INR 14.1 trillion (USD 208.9 billion) or 9.6% of
India’s Gross Domestic Product in 2016 and
supported over 40.3 million jobs, which is 9.3%
of total employment in the country. This includes
employment by hotels, travel agents, airlines
and other passenger transportation services
(excluding commuter services). It also includes,
for example, the activities of the restaurant and
leisure industries directly supported by tourists.
However, the authenticity of these statistics and
how they have been calculated needs to be
studied further, as often tourism statistics in India
are not collected and analysed with the rigour
that is required.
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Labour
Various state governments have amended the
Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act,
1970 (CLRA) to suit the needs of the businesses.
The CLRA is a central statute that regulates
engagement of contract labour/ agency workers.
It imposes various obligations in relation to
registration, health and safety, on both the
service provider and the service recipient.
Even though the CLRA is a central statute, state
governments have the ability to amend certain
provisions of this statute. On this basis, the
Maharashtra and Karnataka state governments
have recently introduced/proposed certain
amendments to the CLRA.
While the amendment to the CLRA Rules
permits engaging women contract workers at
night without any special approval, the position
under the Karnataka Shops and Commercial
Establishments Act, 1961 (S&E Act), that
regulates most tourism establishments and
businesses, is quite different. It prohibits the
employment of women employees at night.
Only IT/ITeS establishments are exempt from this
restriction, subject to prior government approval.
The term “employee” is defined broadly under
the S&E Act and could be read to include a
contract worker who could also be a woman.
Consequently, this amendment to the CLRA
Rules creates ambiguity in the interplay between
the provisions of these two statutes in Karnataka.
The same also applies to tourism establishments
that register under S&E Act. As per news report,
various representations have been made before
the labour department around the ambiguities
arising out of this amendment, which will
hopefully be clarified.
Moreover, CLRA prescribes a minimum
threshold for the application of the statute
to establishments and contractors engaging
contract labour. With effect from 5 January
2017, the Maharashtra State government has
increased this threshold for application of
the CLRA from 20 to 50 workmen. With this
amendment, the obligations under the CLRA

would no longer be triggered for establishments
and contractors engaging between 20 to 50
workmen. There are certain other states (such
as Haryana) where there have been similar
discussions on changing this threshold, which
may be implemented in the near future..
The Employee’s Compensation (Amendment)
Bill, 2016 was passed by the Parliament
in March 2017. The Act provides payment
of compensation to employees and their
dependants in case of injury by industrial
accidents, including occupational diseases.
The amendment introduces a provision which
requires the employer to inform the employee
of the right to compensation in writing at
the time of employing him and penalises an
employer if he fails to inform. The amendment
has deleted the provision of withholding any
payments towards the employee, in case of
pending appeal. Employee Compensation
Act does not distinguish between types of
employees- contractual, permanent, casual,
daily wages and even employees working
abroad - all types of employees come under
the purview of this Act and will be applicable to
establishments of the tourism industry as well.

Land
There have been developments in relation
to the land laws by the introduction of land
pooling schemes initiated by some states. Land
pooling enables the quick consolidation of small
land holdings. Land owners get back a share
of developed land whose price has probably
risen to match the market value of the owners’
original landholding, while the state keeps the
remainder for its use. It is different from the Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Act 2013, which requires consensus to buy the
land, a social impact assessment, rehabilitation
for those displaced and compensation of up to
four times the market value. States including
Rajasthan, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh have
introduced their own land pooling schemes.
Andhra Pradesh is planning to introduce a
law to accelerate land acquisitions for “public
purposes”, while neighbouring Telangana
state has passed a law that drops the federal
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requirements for public consensus and a social
impact study for land acquired for infrastructure
projects. With the requirement of more land,
land pooling is being seen as a more acceptable
strategy for urban development. However it may
not be long before the balance tips from it being
a voluntary scheme to one that often proceeds
by force without any safeguards, resulting in the
displacement of people and without safeguards.
Status quo continued with respect to the Right
to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
(Amendment) Bill, 2015. Joint Parliamentary
Committee has granted time upto the last day of
the first week of Winter Session, 2017.
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Forest
In March 2017, Supreme Court declined to hold
that the Forest Rights Act of 2006 was “beyond
the legislative competence” of Parliament to
pass. The petitioners, a small group of wildlife
NGOs, had claimed before the court that this
law is “essentially a land distribution scheme”
and hence fell within the jurisdiction of the state
governments and not the Parliament. After
hearing all parties at length on this claim, the
Court did not endorse this notion. According to
the forest rights movements, the petitioners in this
case did not represent the views of most wildlife
conservationists, who support the recognition
of the rights of forest dwellers and ensuring that
they can protect and manage their forests. Earlier
more than twenty Indian wildlife experts and
forty international organisations had written to
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC) asking it to stop violating
this law and stating that “disregarding the Forest
Rights Act or undermining it will greatly damage
environmental protection in the country.”
A response to an RTI application in February
2017 revealed the fact that government has no
specific deadline to implement the long-pending
inviolate forest policy. The policy, awaiting a
final approval for more than four years now,
requires the government to sequester good
forests and biodiverse areas from all kind of
mining, including coal.

Governance
After constituting the Tourism Cabinet, Madhya
Pradesh decided to constitute a Tourism Board
to facilitate investments to tourism places. The
responsibilities of the Board are mentioned in
the Tourism Policy, 2016, such as bringing private
investments into the tourism sector, investors’
facilitation and avail grant and facilities for
investors. They will develop a work plan for all
tourism-related archaeological sites, wildlife
places, caves with natural beauty, amusement
and other parks, water reservoirs and also take
measures for their supervision. The Chief Minister
will be the chairman of the Tourism Board,
Tourism Minister will be the deputy chairman,
Chief Secretary and Principal Secretaries
of finance, forests, urban development,
environment and culture will be the directors.
Decisions such as these completely subvert the
democratic and decentralised decision making,
which the Constitution is committed to through
the recognition of Gram Sabhas as being the
site where decisions about village development
take place.
In January 2017, the Government of Goa,
was refused a Special Status by the central
government under Article 371 (I) of the
Constitution of India that the state had applied
for in 2013. The demand for a constitutional
amendment of Article 371 (I) to include the word
Special Status which will give some guarantee
to the people in Goa vis-à-vis sale of land,
employment and distinction of Goan identity
& heritage. Goa’s Movement for Special Status
against the growth of tourism in the state has led
to the acquisition of land by outsiders, the huge
migration of workforce from other states and Goa
emerging as the 2nd home destination for the
elites of India and foreigners. This has resulted
in soaring of land and property prices. Average
Goans are not being able to afford a house or
land in the state. Also, with the increasing inmigration, the job market is heavily tilted towards
the youth from outside Goa. This has led to the
Goan youth choosing to migrate outside the state
in search of a job.

Child

Transgender

In the context of tourism, India has a very high
rate of slavery and child labour working in the
tourism industry, primarily in the unorganised
sector. According to official statistics, about
13 million children are engaged in the tourism
industry. Most tourism establishments in the
unorganised sector are family run, where
children are expected to contribute in terms of
time and labour.

Though the Transgender Persons (Protection
of Rights) Bill, 2016 was introduced in the Lok
Sabha in August 2016 and was referred to the
Standing Committee, granting them time till
March 2017. The Transgender Rights Bill tabled in
the Lok Sabha had diluted several key provisions
of previous versions of the Bill, while injecting
harmful new language that could undermine
protections extended for transpersons in India.
The activists and lawyers complained the bill
encouraged corruption, was full of provisions
open to abuse and directly opposed the spirit of
a 2014 Supreme Court verdict that recognized
the third gender and called for a ratification of
rights and measures for transpersons.

The new Child Labour (Prohibition and
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016 allows child
labour in “family or family enterprises” and as “an
artist in an audio-visual entertainment industry”.
Since most of India’s child labour is from poverty
stricken families trapped in inter-generational
debt bondage, this refers to most of the country’s
child labourers. The clause is also dangerous as
it does not define the hours of work; it simply
states that children may work after school hours
or during vacations. Currently, there is a lack of
mechanism within the Act which ensures the
rights of children from exploitative situations
such as these.

Caste
Under the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP),
which provisions for the allocation of funds
by different departments to the welfare of
scheduled caste, the Tourism Minister, Karnataka
has announced the new guidelines in this
respect. As per the new guidelines 10% of
allotment has been fixed for the women that
would help in creating a federation of women
drivers. Along with this provision, the government
of Karnataka has also extended reservation
privileges in rewarding of temple contracts as
well. A government order issued stated that 20%
of the contracts would be allotted to Scheduled
Castes (SCs), while 5% has been earmarked for
Scheduled Tribes (STs). This has been done
with a view to promote entrepreneurship
among SC community. This policy will initially
be implemented at eight Muzrai department
temples that have been identified by the state
government. There are 34,453 temples which
would come within the fold of this new move by
the government.

The Bill lacked several of the progressive
provisions of the Private Member’s Bill. There was
no provision for National or State Commissions
for transgender persons, a suggestion made
both by Siva as well as several members of the
expert panel. The Bill provides for a National
Council for Transgender persons however,
it lacks the powers of a Commission, which
is statutory in nature. The Bill also has no
provisions for special courts for transgender
rights. Organisations working with transpersons
have raised concerns about two provisions. The
first constitutes “enticing” transgender people
to beg as an offense. This will lead to police
targeting working-class transgenders as many
of them are involved in begging and could even
be used to jail Hijra gurus or leaders. The second
provision is a stipulation that transgender people
cannot be separated from their families, a tricky
task where the family or home is the source of
discrimination, violence and denial of identity for
a transperson. The provision makes it impossible
for people to be removed from abusive families
without moving to the court.

Women
After a gap of 15 years, the Centre has come
up with a draft National Policy for Women in
May 2016. The policy prioritises attention to
the trafficking of women and children and
effective monitoring. It aims to strengthen
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existing legislations/ schemes for prevention,
rehabilitation of victims of trafficking. The draft
policy is with the Ministry of Women and Child
Development and has received feedback and
comments from individuals and groups across
the states. However, there is no understanding of
what is next. During the same time, Department
of Women and Child Development, Karnataka
has also initiated drafting of the Karnataka State
Policy on Women 2016. With respect to tourism,
it is of concern that all pointers are being
subsumed within the hospitality and the service
sector. There is a clear indication that the deeply
rooted linkages between women and tourism are
not being well discerned despite issues having
been highlighted.

EQUATIONS ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017

Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection,
and Rehabilitation) Bill (2016), has been sent to
the cabinet drafted by MWCD for its approval.
This bill aims to treat survivors as victims in
need of assistance and protection rather than as
criminals, and tries to unify existing anti-trafficking
laws, prioritise survivors’ needs, and prevent
victims such as those found in brothel raids from
being arrested and jailed like traffickers. Neither
the policies nor the draft bill stated above refers to
sex tourism; its issues and nuances perpetuated
by tourism with respect to trafficking and sexual
exploitation of women. This is a gap that needs to
be reflected in the legislation.
In March 2017, both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
approved an amendment to the Maternity
Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 that amends the
Maternity Benefit Act 2016. It extends the period
of maternity leave from 12 to 26 weeks. The
amendment introduces maternity leave up to 12
weeks for a woman who adopts a child below
the age of three months, and for commissioning
mothers. Every establishment with 50 or more
employees needs to provide for crèche facilities
within a prescribed distance. The woman will
be allowed four visits to the crèche in a day.
However, a majority of the women workforce,
who are in the unorganised sectors, may not be
covered, which includes the women working in
the tourism sector.
Currently, women in the unorganised sector may
claim maternity benefits under the Indira Gandhi

Matritva Sahyog Yojana, a conditional cash
transfer scheme. Under the scheme, Rs 6,000 is
provided to a pregnant woman for the birth of
two children. Such schemes provide a lump sum
payment but do not fully address the issue of
loss of income, job security or taking care of the
child’s and their own health.
A stagnation was noted with respect to the
Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition)
Amendment Bill, 2012. A very pertinent
legislation with respect to the projection of
women in the tourism industry. The Bill seeks
to prohibit indecent representation of women
through advertisements in new forms of
communication such as the internet, satellite
based communication, cable television.

Industry
The focus of the government has been on
furiously promoting investments into the
tourism industry in multiple ways. Last year
saw a number of tourism summits that were
organised – Incredible India Tourism Investors’
Summit (IITIS) and the BRICS Tourism Summit, in
September 2016 and the SAARC Tourism Summit
in October 2016. As per newspaper reports,
around 85 MoUs were signed at IITIS worth Rs.
15,000 crores. Gujarat exchanged MoUs worth
around Rs 9,000 crore, Karnataka with Rs 2,600
crore, Rajasthan Rs 1,000 crore, Uttarakhand Rs
500 crore and Chhattisgarh Rs 12 crore.
The stated objectives of IITIS was to present
a number of investment ready projects from
all the Indian states; opportunities for global
investors to understand the investment
ecosystem, steering partnership in the form
of B2B linkages and identifying opportunities
for local players to move up the value chain
through technical collaboration and global
partnership. The Summit saw panel discussions
on core infrastructure for tourism, session on
start-ups, Digital India, investing into Swadesh
Darshan, PRASAD, MICE and niche tourism
products. Participant included representatives
from private industries with their ready tourism
investable projects, banks and financial
institutions, business developers, cruise liners,
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Alongside such events, the MoT is planning to
set up a special investment desk, jointly with
the Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion
and Invest India, to facilitate investments
coming into the industry. Also in line with
creating an investor-friendly environment are
the government’s initiatives of single-window
clearances and 100% Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) in the tourism sector.
There were also deals that were signed between
India and Japan to promote tourism in the
country through Japanese investments. As
part of this deal, a Japan National Tourism
Organization office is to be opened in New Delhi
by March 2017. There were instances of states
signing deals for tourism investments, with the
Singapore government signing two agreements
with the state of Rajasthan. Karnataka plans
to invite investments in tourism for digitising
tourism through state of the art technology and
innovation while Assam and Odisha organised
investment summits at the state level to attract
global investors.
The tourism and hospitality industry was largely
pushing for tax exemptions through service tax
and for a low Goods and Services Tax (GST)
rate, in the run up to the Budget Session. They
have been lobbying to classify the tourism
and hospitality industry under 6 – 8 % tax slab.
The other demands that are coming from the
industry is a for the GST to subsume inter state
levies on transportation, state electricity cess
and liquor tax, and exception for the sector in
the classification of export services. This has not
materialised yet for the industry but the push for
this to happen still remains strong.
The mega investment plans such as “Make in
India” and big investment summits are linked to
tourism investment in various ways. And these
investments are coming at the cost of people’s
right to decision making and decentralisation of

governance that Constitution of India mandates
for. For instance, for speeding the process
of decision making on tourism investments,
Madhya Pradesh Government has constituted
“Tourism Cabinet”. This cabinet will comprise
of ministers of different departments such as
forest, tourism, finance to have a quick decision
on tourism related investments and projects. In
other words, another special vehicle for granting
clearances to tourism projects.
Concerns of communities living in tourism places
or even the unorganised sector within tourism,
do not feature when planning for investments,
infrastructure and physical development,
which continues to remain the focus areas
of the government. There seems to be little
attempt made to understand and assess the
ways in which tourism can be conducted in
a sustainable and responsible manner. By
facilitating large amounts of money and setting
up mechanisms that bypass the local selfgoverning institutions through single-window
clearance, they continue to have a narrow
outlook towards tourism development.
While on the one hand investments summits are
being planned on the other basic social security
benefits that the unorganised workers are
entitled to receive scant attention. In a written
reply to Lok Sabha, the Labour Minister in May
2016 said that the government is working on a
policy on the delivery of various public services
using Aadhaar, Jan Dhan Yojana accounts
and the existing platform without the issuance
of new ‘Unorganized Workers Identification
Number’. The minister also informed the
House that the government has proposed a
unified IT-based platform for delivery of the
services available under various social security
schemes. Earlier, the government had planned
to launch a smart card scheme for over 40 crore
unorganised workers in the country to provide
them with various social security benefits such
as insurance and pension. Though government
has announced such grandiose plans for quite
some time now, very little has changed with
respect to the condition of the unorganised
labour force in the country, including those in
the tourism sector.
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domestic investors, entertainment companies,
global investors, helicopter services, hoteliers,
infrastructure-developers, international
associations, restaurateurs, spa and yoga centres,
tour and travel operators, urban developers,
venture capitalist and civic amenity providers.
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Tourism Education
Aiming to put tourism at the core of the Indian
economy, NITI Aayog has proposed setting up
a dedicated university to impart specialised
courses. It will not only regulate taught courses
but also become the fulcrum of professional
education, research and advocacy and will
create managers and entrepreneurs in tourism.
However, the Ministry of Tourism has already
established a new central university for tourism
studies in the NCR region following same
understanding of NITI Ayog. Many states are also
working on the agenda of developing tourism
and hotel institutes with the understanding of
tourism based employment generation.
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MoT has a wide network of Institute of Hotel
Management (IHM) & Food Craft Institutes under
its aegis, who are essentially mandated to meet
the trained manpower requirement of the sector
at skill and entry-point supervisory / managerial
levels. However to fill the gap of training cuisine
specialists to the sector or groom chefs of
international standards, the MoT launched
a 3 year Bachelor of Science (Culinary Arts)
Programme at Indian Culinary Institute, Tirupati.
It has been established with a view to explore
and propagate the Indian cuisine and promote
it across international borders. While these
become markers of Indian culture, a question is
about whose cuisine would be propagated?
As another initiative, a three-year B.Sc degree
in hospitality and hotel administration with
specialisation in vegetarian cuisine was
introduced in IHM Gandhinagar, Jaipur and
Bhopal – on a pilot basis. Currently, the
students follow a common curriculum which
includes preparation of both vegetarian and
non-vegetarian cuisine. The move comes on
the background of hotel owners associations,
requesting the government to consider
conducting various courses of cooking in
vegetarian food only. A chef who heads the
kitchen of Indian Accent restaurant in New Delhi,
says it’s an impractical idea in the real world.
“There are hardly any job opportunities for
vegetarian chefs. Will these students find a job in
a good restaurant or a good hotel after they have

graduated?”. This also shows the caste based
thinking of MoT, who are propagating their ideas
through food based discrimination.
The Hunar Se Rozgar Tak (HSRT) scheme of
MoT, aims to impart tourism and hospitality
specific skills to young persons aspiring to join
the tourism sector. Ministry of Employment and
Skill Development has also developed various
modules for skill training and capacity building
related to tourism to create the mass human
resource for tourism industry. The scope of
HSRT programme was expanded to allow the All
India Council for Technical Education / National
Skill Development Agency / Government
approved private hospitality Institutes as also
the industrial units, industry associations and
skill imparting bodies with proven credentials for
its implementation. Presently training courses
are also in place for event facilitators, security
guards, skin & spa therapist, tour assistants,
transfer assistants and office assistants. A total
of 2,66,291 persons have been trained under the
HSRT scheme and the skills of 1,03,944 service
providers certified under the Skill Testing &
Certification programme until March 2017 since
the inception of these programmes in 2009-10.
There is a continuous push of government
to diversify tourism and hotel industry and
project them as an employment generating
industry. However, no effort has been made
by the government to bring people from the
unorganised sector and provide training to
them who are already part of the tourism and
hospitality industry. Pushing few schemes cannot
solve the purpose without resolving core issues.
There is need to understand student views
and demands, without addressing it, the given
initiative will not fulfil the requirement of tourism
and the local community.

Infrastructure
In June 2016, the union government unveiled the
new National Civil Aviation Policy which targets
greater regional connectivity and cheaper fares.
It replaced the restriction imposed in 2004 that
prohibited domestic airlines from operating
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In terms of roadways, the
focus has been on expanding
16,000 km of national
highways into six lane
highways and 14,000 km of
four lane national highways
through the Public Private
Partnership (PPP) model.
In terms of roadways, the focus has been on
expanding 16,000 km of national highways
into six lane highways and 14,000 km of four
lane national highways through the Public
Private Partnership (PPP) model. This is part of
the Bharatmala Project – a highway network
connecting the whole of India, connecting these
highways to ports and manufacturing hubs and
laying down all-weather roads in difficult terrains
like the Himalayan and the North-Eastern states.
The government is also in the process of
finalising project reports of 12 expressways.
Two key projects, Eastern and Western
Peripheral Expressways will be completed
within the next year.
To facilitate trade and tourism, impetus is being
given to constructing ‘all-weather’ roads and
railways to geographically inaccessible regions
like North-East region and the Himalayan States
comprising of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Sikkim. For example,

the Char Dham Highway Project in Uttarakhand
aims to link all the 4 places by a highway corridor
and a proposal to start dedicated trains for
religious tourism. These developments point
towards improving the ‘last-mile connectivity’ to
the tourist destinations especially in the NorthEast regions and the Himalayan States. This
would enable movement of people and tourists
on a large scale, thus opening up potentially
environmentally fragile regions to centres of
tourism induced development.
Furthermore, integrating the country’s road
and rail network with that of other South Asian
and South-East Asian countries is also high on
the government’s agenda. Work has already
started on a 1,400km highway connecting India,
Myanmar and Thailand and there are plans for
rail connectivity with Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar
and Bangladesh.
Master plans have been finalised for the 12 major
ports and based on the same, 142 port capacity
expansion projects worth Rs. 91,434 crore have
been identified for implementation over the
next 20 years. This is a part of the Sagarmala
project which is a port-led development project.
Development of tourism along the coast is also
part of this project, along with the creation of
Coastal Economic Zones (CEZ), which are on
the lines of Special Economic Zones, in all 13
coastal states. Until now 14 CEZs along with 29
coastal corridors have been proposed for the
private sector or through the PPP route. There
are plans to develop cruise tourism, initially on
the west coast of India. Mumbai’s first cruise ship
will set sail in December 2017. It will be themed
on Bollywood and cricket, and will travel to
Mangalore, Cochin and thereafter to Maldives.
The states of Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh have actively proposed new
rope-way projects or plan to complete existing
ropeway projects. State governments are also
investing money in developing tourism in hills
and mountain regions. Karnataka has already
put in Rs 10 crore to develop waterfall areas in
the Western Ghats. The Tamil Nadu Government
has entered into an agreement to provide one
additional international standard cable car
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internationally, unless they completed five
years of domestic flying and operating at least
20 aircraft. The government has also allowed
100% FDI in aviation sector under automatic
route in Greenfield Projects and 74% FDI in
Brownfield Projects under the automatic route.
Proposed plans for better connectivity include
50 new airports in the next three years and
reviving 30 existing non-operational airports.
This, in turn, will increase the need for land
acquisition. However, the very ethos behind
these expansions is against the world-wide
growing campaign against expanding airport
infrastructures and an increase of air-traffic, both
of which have a direct impact on climate change.
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in the religious temple of Palani, which forms
a part of the Western Ghats. In Sikkim, the
Khangchendzon National Park was added to the
list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites as India’s first
‘Mixed Heritage Site’.
India plans to invest as much as Rs. 3,96,135
crore in creating and upgrading infrastructure in
the coming year. These large-scale infrastructure
projects would entail the acquisition of large
tracts of land, but there is hardly ever a study to
assess / gauge the kind of impacts these projects
would have on the local environment, the sociocultural fabric of the local communities who
live in these regions and their livelihoods. These
projects are completely industry driven, involving
private enterprises. The government does not
consider it to be important or necessary to
consult local communities before imposing the
burden of these projects on them.
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Economic Policy
The past year has seen Special Tourism Zones
(STZs) and Mega Tourism Projects (MTPs) in
different forms coming up across the country
and new tourism policies at the centre and states
also support these. The Gorai-Manori-Uttan
Recreation and Tourism Development Zone
(GMU-RTDZ) in Maharashtra and the Alaknanda
River front Project in Andhra Pradesh, are some
of the MTPs that are being proposed. This years’
Union Budget declared the setting up of 5 new
STZs. The fact that it got a mention in the Budget,
it is most likely that budgetary allocations have
already been made which hints at the plans
being in advanced stages.
With regards to International Financial
Institutions, the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
committed a package of $375 million for the
ambitious Vizag-Chennai Industrial Corridor
project. This project is one of the 4 large scale
Industrial Corridor projects that have been
proposed. The ADB is also financing other projects
totalling a worth of Rs. 42.61 crore for conserving
prominent temple precincts and upgrading urban
infrastructure for tourism in Dharamshala and
Mcleodganj (Himachal Pradesh).

The declaration of the
creation of 5 STZs
points to a major push
that was not seen in
the past. Coupling
this with land pooling
schemes which many
states seem to have
enacted, would aid
in the acquisition of
large tracts of land to
build high-end tourism
infrastructure.
In terms of the land aspect, the declaration of
the creation of 5 STZs points to a major push
that was not seen in the past. Coupling this with
land pooling schemes which many states seem
to have enacted, would aid in the acquisition
of large tracts of land to build high-end tourism
infrastructure. This is also happening along with
the slew of exemptions and concessions that the
government is providing to the tourism industry.
Again, there has been a failure to address the
impacts of such large tourism projects and the
implications on the communities that live in these
regions, their livelihoods and the environment.

Types of Tourism
The popular forms of tourism continued to
receive attention during the last year by various
state governments.
In a major move to boost ecotourism in Goa,
State cabinet approved an ordinance to amend
the Goa, Daman and Diu Town and Country
Planning Act 1974, for the construction of ‘eco
or agro friendly resort’ in eco-sensitive zones
around sanctuaries and national parks. Issuance
of such ordinance is not only detrimental to
natural environment but also to democratic
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Kerala plans to develop 10 ecotourism circuits
and launch a one-time booking system while
Puducherry proposes to introduce kayaking
in Ousteri Lake and cycling in Manapet forest
area. In Tamil Nadu, a major portion of the
ecotourism project in Pachmalai hills, comprising
tourist facilities, trekking trails and watchtowers,
undertaken by the Forest Department, has been
completed. The Forest Department has formed
four ecotourism management committees with
representation from the adivasi communities
living in the region and the infrastructure will
be managed by them. In Odisha, the state
government has selected 18 sites in the forest
area for development of ecotourism projects. In
a bid attract tourists from across the world the
Karnataka government has declared 2017 as “the
year of the wild”. As part of this campaign, the
tourism department will be joining hands with
the 17 jungle lodge resorts and five jungle camps
to create a network of eco-lodges.
While the government is pumping a lot of money
with the assurance that ecotourism will have
negligible impacts on the environment and will
create employment opportunities for the local
communities, there has been no tourism impact
assessment study to understand the effects.
Fundamentally many of these plans while they
have been termed as ecotourism in reality they
have very few characteristics of this concept
(Contribute to conservation of biodiversity,
Benefit indigenous/local communities, Minimum
consumption of resources, Address site specific
issues, Stress upon local participation, ownership
and business opportunities, Cater to small
groups by small-scale businesses, Include an
interpretation/ awareness experience and Involve
responsible behaviour on the part of tourists and
tourism industry). The notion seems to be that
if the Forest Department conducts tourism then
that can be termed as ecotourism.
Statistics reveal that medical tourism is moving
forward at a brisk pace. In 2013 the government
issued 56,129 medical visas, a figure that

increased by 35% in the following year. The
year 2015 saw a substantial jump (75%) in the
issuance of visas and the surge continues. The
government has proposed a new visa policy
which includes visas for short term medical
needs. Chennai caters to the highest percentage
of medical tourists (40%). Kerala and even
Maharastra aim to become top destinations
through the proposed development of world
class hospitals, trained medical professionals
and low-cost treatment. With the thrust on
getting foreign tourists for medical reasons,
the impact is on the people of this country,
especially the marginalised. Health care is
unaffordable and unattainable. While the Public
Health Service has dried up in most states,
medical tourism is flourishing with grandeur.
With increasing facilities at pilgrimages and
attractive tour packages, religious travel
is attracting people from all age groups,
especially 18 to 30 years. The thrust on religious
tourism has become stronger with the present
government’s focus on developing circuits
under the PRASAD scheme. 25 religious cities
have been identified under the scheme for
development. Some of the projects that have
been sanctioned include Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh (Buddhist Circuit), Haryana, Rajasthan
and Gujarat (Krishna and Heritage circuit).
National Committees comprising of religious
leaders, spiritual gurus, educationists associated
with RSS-backed organisations have been set
up to advise the government on developing
the Ramayan and Krishna Circuit as religious
tourism destinations. Even at the state level, as
a means to boost religious tourism, Devasthan
Vibagh of Rajasthan will see over 1000 pilgrims
aged 70 years and above, fly free to the religious
destinations of Tirupati, Rameshwaram, Dwarka.
The World Bank is supporting India’s Buddhist
Circuit development and has pledged support
for sustainable tourism development including
through funds.
Water based and cruise tourism are also gaining
popularity. Karnataka plans to launch a cruise,
floating restaurants and water sport facilities in
its dams. Feasibility reports for Alamatti dam
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process where laws are changed / enacted
through legislative processes and not through
executive orders.
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are prepared while those for Kabini, Gorur, KRS
are underway. Pitamahal dam in Sundergarh
district of Odisha has already started water
sports. Along with the development of tourism
in Jharkhand, dam sites are also proposed to
be developed for water sports activities. Kochi
seems to be a favoured port for cruise travellers
with 45 vessels expected to call at the port by
the end of the current financial year.
Maharashtra has emerged among the top
three states that attracted the highest number
of adventure tourists in 2015, especially for its
trekking and jeep and wildlife safaris, revealed
a recent Ministry of Tourism study. The survey,
which studied adventure tourist flow to 28 states
in the country in 2015, found that Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh and Maharashtra attracted
the highest number of adventure tourists in
India. The country earned Rs 1,815 crore in
revenue from domestic and international
adventure tourist visits.
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Bhuj, Gujarat launched India’s first 4D museum
built exclusively on Indian Freedom Struggle.
The museum comprises of integrated audio
systems to create real life experience. There are
18 episodes featuring India’s freedom struggle
out of which some of the significant episodes
would be the Jallian Wala Bagh massacre, Salt
Satyagraha, The martyrdom of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, Quit India Movement and so on.
Stayzilla, decided to collaborate with the AgriTourism Development Company Private Limited
to promote unique Agri-Tourism homestays
which will offer farmers a platform to market their
homestays. More than 300 agri-tourism stays will
be listed on Stayzilla to provide an enhanced
experiential stays for the tourists where they can
stay with the local people in the rural areas.

Environment
Forests
In the area of tourism in forest areas, the thrust
of popularising tiger tourism continues. In July
2016, on the occasion of International Tiger
Day, the Prime Minister urged the nation to

see the tiger as a ‘national capital’, while the
MoEF&CC issued a statement urging foreign
tourists to ‘come to India to see the Tiger’.
The encouragement given to tiger tourism is
particularly focussed in Madhya Pradesh. The
Tiger Safari express, a luxury train travelling via
tiger populated forests in Madhya Pradesh was
launched. The Tadoba and Pench tiger reserves
were opened up in the monsoon season this
year, contrary to the popular practice of keeping
sanctuaries closed during this time of the year.
The rationale given for each of these initiatives
has been to encourage conservation of tigers
in the country.
Trekking trails are being developed in the
Western Ghats. Karnataka has planned to
develop eco-trails for trekkers. According to the
government this will also restrict unauthorised
trails in the forests. A 270 km long Canara trail
from Jog Falls to Castle Rock was criticised for
cutting across protected areas, which otherwise
has restricted entry and for opening up new
trails. Another trekking path through Kali tiger
reserve was also criticised for cutting across a
protected area where local communities were
previously relocated. The Forest department of
Maharashtra has been working on promoting
trekking through homestays and camping
facilities in buffer and tourism zones of Sahyadri
Tiger Reserve (Koyna, Radhanagiri and Chandoli
sanctuaries) and is also developing an app
to give information on various trekking trails,
starting with trails around Radhanagiri Wildlife
Sanctuary. Forest areas of Gadchiroli district of
Maharashtra, across 30 spots in Odisha’s forests,
forests around Srinagar city in J&K and mangrove
forests in Kannur district of Kerala are also going
to be opened up for tourism. The reason stated
for tourism in naxal affected Gadchiroli district
is to provide alternate livelihoods to encourage
people to move away from naxal activities.
In all forest areas where there are communities
who are eligible for rights under FRA living,
development of tourism by the forest
department may run into conflict with the rights
under the FRA, unless Gram Sabha consent
is taken. Areas such as Gadchiroli have rights
already recognised under the FRA and any
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Infrastructure projects have been planned in
forest areas. In November, the Civil Aviation
Ministry gave its nod for an airport at Sabrimala
and land has also been approved for the same.
Sabrimala has an impact on the surroundings
as it sees huge crowds every year and amenities
along the way do not support such large crowds.
The new airport will increase the loss of forest
cover. The airport at Sabrimala has also been
criticised for being unnecessary as there already
are four international airports in Kerala and
the religious tourists to Sabrimala trek up the
mountains as a part of the experience and would
not want to fly.
A road widening project through KanhaAchankmar tiger corridor in Chattisgarh received
approval from the MoEF&CC in September, 2016.
A four lane express way through the KanhaPench corridor which had been stuck in a legal
battle since 2012, faced criticism again as the
suggested mitigation measures by were not
followed. The Wildlife Institute of India had come
up with a mitigation report in 2012. However,
conservationists and environmentalists have
protested the implementation by the National
Highways Authority, which has not taken into
consideration the suggested measures.
One of the major steps taken with respect to
the Western Ghats is the notification for the
declaration of Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESA).
The Centre has re-issued the ESA notification for
the third time in February 2017 as the previous
notification, issued in September 2015, was set to
expire within a month. As much as 9,993.7 sqkm
of the demarcated ESA zone is in Kerala, 449
sqkm in Gujarat, 17,340 sqkm in Maharashtra,
1,461 sq km in Goa and 6,914 sq km in Tamil
Nadu and 20,668 sq km in Karnataka. Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka and Kerala had
submitted their own ground survey, reasoning
their objections, if any, on the identification of
villages under the ESA. Tamil Nadu is the only
state which is yet to submit its report as Tamil
Nadu continues to oppose the notification.

Coasts
Beach tourism is already an established and
recognised form of tourism in the country.
However, lately, there has been a push by certain
state governments to promote beach tourism.
Many states have received funds under the
Swadesh Darshan scheme, of which the coastal
circuit also forms a part.
The government had already announced its
plans under the Sagarmala / Blue Revolution
project – to develop the east and west coastlines
– port development, coastal erosion mitigation,
fishing sites, development of tourism zones.
The different components of the project are
being undertaken across different states, though
they are not all being announced under the
Sagarmala project. Another proposal is from NITI
Aayog to develop “five tourism zones around
beaches” under the PPP mode on the lines of
Bali, Sentosa and Antalaya.
Gujarat plans to develop its ports and a smart
city in Kandla, next to the port. In Karnataka,
the first phase on the coastal erosion mitigation
work is expected to be completed by May 2017.
It is being done under the Karnataka Sustainable
Coastal Protection and Management Investment
Programme, which has been taken up with
ADB assistance. Apart from this, 12 ports of
Karnataka are also planned to be developed.
The central government has also made it easy
to obtain Coastal Zone clearances by launching
an online platform for the same. It should be
noted here that while the government has been
increasing the ‘ease of doing business’, it has
also consistently diluted coastal regulations
repeatedly and granted permissions for projects
such as the Shivaji statue off the coast of
Mumbai. The Kerala Government has come up
with a plan to build a Green Corridor Project,
involving the construction of a 15-m wide coastal
road linking fishing harbours, landing centres,
tourist locations, and fishing villages from
Thiruvananthapuram to Manjeswaram along
a distance of 522 km along with a 35-m-wide
green belt to check coastal erosion. This project
has planned also for the relocation of coastal
communities living upto 50m along the coast.
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development of tourism here has to have the
consent of the people. However, Odisha has poor
recognition of forest rights may be undermined
by the development of tourism.
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The development of ports along the coastline
has seen a backlash from fishing communities:
Vizinghjam port being one of the examples of
this. The fishing communities, quite rightly, fear
the loss of access to the sea and the beach. So
far, there has been only one announcement that
would directly benefit the fishing communities.
The government announced that it will subsidize
the purchase of deep sea vessels, which cost
around Rs1 crore and are equipped with
processors and deep freezers. These vehicles
are for fishermen to venture into the country’s
exclusive economic zone beyond its territorial
waters of upto 12 nautical miles. To start with, the
government plans to provide 1,000 such vessels
to the fishermen.
How much this scheme will truly benefit the
fishermen remains to be seen. It might be a
scheme that will benefit the fishing companies
that run larger boats and trawlers. There is also
the danger of unsustainable fishing. Over-fishing
is a common problem of deep sea fishing as the
nets are larger and scoop up much more of the
ocean life than necessary.

EQUATIONS ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017

With respect to tourism, the development
of ports is expected to bring in a huge boost
for cruise tourism. The government has also
proposed cruise tourism in the mangrove belt of
Sunderbans, across India and Bangladesh. The
route proposed is already a route that is being
used by cargo ships.
In spite of the excessive attention being paid
to the coasts of India, the Coastal Management
Plan, which governs coastal development, was
allowed to expire in January 2017, without a new
plan being in place. The plan that expired was an
old one which had been repeatedly extended.

Islands
Along with the promotion of the coast,
mountains, hills, forests and valleys, the
government is pushing for tourism in the
ecologically fragile islands of the country.
Reports from the Andamans and Nicobar
Islands (A&N) and Lakshadweep islands
highlight the focus that these islands are
receiving for tourism development.

In early November 2016, the foundation stones
for the construction of 10 bridges at the different
locations in North & Middle Andaman was laid.
The central government has given a green signal
for the laying of a 240km broad-gauge railway
line connecting two major population centres
in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The railway
link, among other things, will boost tourism,
defence and business in the region. The growth
of tourism is among the most important driving
forces behind the decision to approve the railway
line. Social and Anthropological researchers of
the islands have raised many concerns against
the proposed rail link project. According to them,
the proposed route is presumably along the
Andaman Trunk Road, right through the Jarawa
territory. It raises the risk of pillaging the Jarawas,
Great Andamanese, their territory, their forest
resources and their gene pool.
Of the 1,300-odd islands that surround India,
the NITI Aayog has identified 5 in Lakshadweep
and another 5 in the Andaman Islands for
development, in consultation with the five interministerial groups that was formed to identify
islands. The islands identified include Smith
Island, Ross Island, Avis Island and Long Island
from Andaman & Nicobar. From Lakshadweep,
the islands that have been identified include
Bangaram, Thinnakara, Suheli, Cheriyam and
Minicoy. They are working with investors to
develop these islands by 2020 to the global
standards. It is also evident that there is a clear
intention of the government to develop the
country as a tourism destination without taking
into consideration the impact which may come
through these kinds of developmental projects.
In the case of Lakshadweep, the plans are in the
advance stage of finalising the guidelines for
the establishment of an eco-friendly resort and
scuba diving centres. The guidelines will enable
the establishment of tourism infrastructure in
all the tourist focal islands of Lakshadweep
through Public as well as Private Investment and
PPP mode. At present, Society for Promotion of
Nature Tourism & Sports, the Government agency
of Union Territory of Lakshadweep, employs
indigenous communities for running tourism
and the UT Department of Tourism is imparting
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The conservationists and social scientists are
raising the question - is NITI Aayog aware that the
Lakshadeep & Minicoy islands are coral islands?
That they are extremely eco-fragile and can go
bust with the slightest changes in temperatures
or salinity of the waters? Tourism means heavy
tourist traffic, hotels, food, generation of tourist
waste, coral damages, and excessive fishing.
Are they also aware of the fresh water situation
on some the islands and problems of growing
transport? Are they well planned and prepared
for all these possible eventualities? The impacts
of tourism are seen throughout the length
and breath of the coast of India. The estuaries
and backwaters of Kerala, the beaches of
Goa, the lakes and lagoons in Andra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Odisha are all polluted and
ravaged because of increasing footfalls with
the expansion of tourism and related activities.
What is of even greater concern is that NITI
Aayog’s proposal appears completely ignorant
of the fact that these islands are located in one
of the world’s most seismically active zones,
that earthquakes, tsunamis and cyclones are
regular occurrences here and that huge costs
will have to be paid if these are not factored into
development planning.
Participation of local communities is often seen
only as a source of job creation, though these
kinds of projects often do not consider the larger
well being of the local communities. The thrust
of these projects and that of the government
is to create land banks to support PPP based
infrastructure development and private investors.

National Green Tribunal
In August 2016, the Uttarakhand government,
in its submission to NGT in connection with the
ban on beach camping in the state, said that
33 beaches in the state were suitable for beach
camping activities, in the belt from Rishikesh
to Kaudiyala. A report submitted by the Wildlife
Institute of India had found that 18 out of 56
beaches were unsuitable for beach camping.
Five more beaches were found unsuitable by
the state government. This does not come

as a surprise. A state that was devastated by
floods in June 2013, has started pro-actively
promoting tourism. It has forgotten that most
of the devastation in 2013 was because of the
unregulated tourism that had mushroomed
all over the state, the related unplanned
infrastructural built-ups, rampant violation of
environmental laws and precautionary measures
and unplanned expansion of related activities
in a state that because of its geophysical
positioning has very fragile and unique
ecosystem.
In November 2016, the Eastern Bench of NGT
banned the use of music systems by tourists
in the Sunderbans, West Bengal. The two
member bench also forbade disc jockeys from
performing during launch parties within the
mangrove forests. The relevant authorities have
also been directed to ensure that adulterated
fuel is not used by launches and no plastic
is dumped anywhere. The NGT had taken
up the matter suo motu after going through
reports published in the print media on the
degradation of the Sunderbans.
Another positive has been the NGT order in
January 2017, that any development project,
which is bound to generate waste and sewage,
should not be granted clearance unless its
plan provides for proper collection, processing
and disposal of sewage and garbage. This
order, if implemented, will also have an effect
on the tourism industry. In the Lok Sabha, the
issue of waste generated by tourists visiting
the Himalayas was brought up debated upon
leading to it being identified to be notified
as an ESA. While it is being recognized that
garbage poses a huge threat to the biodiversity
of an area, the understanding that not only
management but also generation of waste has to
be addressed is yet to be recognized.
In March 2017, NGT ordered a stay on the
running of the shacks that have been illegally
converted into a resort in Anjuna (Goa) and
ordered the disconnection of power and water
supply to the structures.

Environmental Sustainability
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training to them in tourism related fields.
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There has been some positive news with
respect to sustainability in tourism. One positive
move has been the Supreme Court rejection of
a petition challenging the Forest Rights Act as
unconstitutional. The Forest Rights Act can be
used as a tool to assert rights over resources
and hence regulate tourism and it would have
been a huge blow to the movement for people’s
rights over resources if the Supreme Court had
not passed such an order.
On the other hand, a negative stance taken by
the Environment Appraisal Committee (EAC)
of MoEF&CC when the panel decided that it
will no longer consider representations made
by “anti-development” civil society groups
against projects which are under the final stage
of consideration for approval of rejection of
environmental clearance. According to the EAC
it received a lot of emails, prior to a scheduled
meeting, from civil society groups highlighting
issues with a particular project without any
supporting evidence. While it may be necessary
for the public to support objections to projects
with sufficient documents, the panel made a
sweeping statement by dubbing all objects as
“anti national”. It also curtails a citizens’ right to
raise a public issue in a forum that is bound to
give space for objections by the public.
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Governance
The government showed its hypocritical
stand on grassroots democracy when in
June 2016, Prime Minister proposed closing
down the Ministry of Panchayati Raj and
passing its mandate to the Ministry of Rural
Development. According to the experts, the
proposed step would be the most retrograde
step in democratic decentralisation. Though
the proposal was debunked, it actually meant
that the government had the plan of ceasing
the powers of the panchayats, which are
fundamentally meant to evolve as the third tier
of governance.
The non-political will of the government to
decentralise decision making came up in
different ways even in the states. Rajasthan and
Haryana have set criteria of minimum education

that will debar 75% of the rural population above
the age of 20 years from contesting panchayat
polls. This decision has its adverse impact on
women and grassroot leaders belonging to
scheduled caste, adivasi and minorities who
most often do not meet educational criteria and
thus will be ineligible to contest the election.

Social Groups
Caste
A survey by the National Council of Applied
Economic Research, found that one of every
four Indian still practised some form of
untouchability. The findings revealed that
27% admitted to practising some form of
untouchability, 52% Brahmins admitted to still
practicing it and State-wise, untouchability is
most widespread in Madhya Pradesh (53%),
Himachal Pradesh (50%), Chhattisgarh (48%),
Rajasthan and Bihar (47%), UP (43%)
and Uttarakhand (40%).
In Gujarat, Dalits protesting against the Una
flogging incident decided to launch a postcard
campaign called ‘Badbu Gujarat Ki’ (stink of
Gujarat) to highlight atrocities, in response to the
tourism department’s ‘Khushbu Gujarat Ki’ (scent
of Gujarat) initiative spearheaded by Amitabh
Bachchan. Over 1100 postcards were sent
inviting Narendra Modi and Amitabh Bachchan
to “visit Gujarat and get a taste of stink left by cow
carcasses which have not been disposed of by
protesting Dalits ever since they pledged against
it following the Una atrocity incident.
The Andhra Pradesh government has
introduced a new form of religious tourism in
the name of Divya Darshanam for the poor. This
is a 5 day pilgrimage yatra for the poor which
includes SC, ST and BC communities. It is a
lottery system by which people will be selected
and sponsored. 5 members from a family are
eligible for this. Karnataka is coming out with
major plans to boost tourism of which religious
tourism is one aiming at political gain. This is
targeting all castes and communities called
Punya Yatra. Aimed at individual communities
and castes, the tourism department is planning
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Child
The question regarding the protection of the
children continue to hold as many cases of
child exploitation from across the country came
to light. Nationally, organisations have been
advocating to set up mechanisms that protect
children from travelling sex offenders (TSOs).
The Women and Child Development Minister
wrote to the External Affairs Minister requesting
an amendment in the visa format to restrict the
entry of foreign nationals convicted of child
abuse into India, because normally foreign
nationals do not have to declare their record of
criminal prosecution for visas to travel to India.
Many cases reported proves that most of these
TSOs come as volunteers or teachers under
a tourist visa. While the amendment in visa
format will help in reducing sexual exploitation
of children in tourism but there is also a need
to improve and strengthen the mechanisms to
prevent the child sex offenders from coming in
contact with children.
The MWCD plans to set up a national sex
offender registry after a convicted sex offender
allegedly confessed to raping hundreds of girls
for over 10 years in New Delhi. This demand was
raised by the UPA government in 2012 after an
infamous gang rape in Delhi and subsequent
deaths that happened in Delhi. Kerala mentioned
that they would set up the registry which would
make “identification records” of the sex offenders
public. The idea behind this is to help deter and
reduce repeat offences. This registry also plans to
include juveniles. This is an insensitive step that
will effect the reintegration and confidentiality
of the identity of the child. It also displays a
complete lack of understanding of their rights
under the Constitution and the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child. There is a
need to rethink this proposal.

Two significant developments took place in
relation to child labour. The 1st was the release
of the State of Working Children report by
UNICEF based on 2011 Census data reveals that
Urban India is employing an increasing number
of children – many under nine years of age - in
producing everything from pickles to fireworks,
working in tourism and laboring on building
sites. The proportion of child workers in the 5-9
year age group jumped to 24.8% in 2011 from
14.6% in 2001. The problem could be much
bigger, with data failing to capture the extent of
child labor in the home as well as most child
workers are migrants with no home address and
who do not figure on any government list. The
report says that while the growth of child workers
is decreasing at 2% annually, at that rate it will
take almost 200 years for India to completely
eradicate child labour.
The 2nd development was the Cabinet
ratification of two fundamental conventions of
International Labour Organization to address
concerns related to child labour – Minimum Age
Convention (No 138) concerns minimum age
for admission to employment and Worst Form
of Child Labour Convention (No 182) concerns
prohibition and immediate action for elimination
of the worst form of Child labour.
Internationally, the Global study on Sexual
Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism
was released by ECPAT International. The
report, which is the first of its kind, aims to raise
awareness and to spur action from governments,
the tourism industry and civil society
organisations to end the sexual exploitation of
children in travel and tourism. Another initiative
of ECPAT is the work on the Bill of Rights for Child
Victims of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse which
is the outcome of their research on Access to
Justice. The Bill of Rights was elaborated through
three levels of consultations with children and
youth in 28 countries, the majority of whom
are SEC survivors.

Women
The state tourism policies do not have any
special schemes or provisions for women. On
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on customised religious destination tours from
the Karnataka State Tourism Development
Corporation. These trends need to be
monitored and the strategy to be understood
behind the sudden promotion of religious
tourism especially with minorities and the poor.
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the other hand women centric state policies
(Karnataka State Women’s Policy) are intending
to incorporate issues and aspects of women
and tourism to give directions to interventions.
The Karnataka government has also announced
a $1.5 million (Rs 10 crore) Idea2POC (idea
to proof of concept) fund on International
Women’s Day, that will provide Rs 50 lakhs to
any woman innovator who is looking for funds
for proof of concept validation, certification, and
for costs in manufacturing pilot devices. The
Uttarakhand Governor also in the recent past
has stressed on skill development for women,
as while the hospitality industry employs a large
number of women, they continue to be underrepresented in senior positions and general
management roles.
In Odisha, the women from the Kadambini
and Balunkaeshwara SHGs were encouraged
by Goonj (a Delhi based NGO) to clear the
weeds from a lake and revive boating facility as
a source of income. The Odisha government
approved the action plan in December 2016 for
the development of 30 ecotourism spots with a
total cost of around Rs 21 crore and Ansupa lake
is one of them. The boating work is managed
by Kadambini women SHG and till date their
profit is Rs 30,000, out of which they will have
to give 25% to the government for repair and
maintenance of boats. These initiatives can serve
as important learnings in involving women in
tourism activities. However, the challenges of
working with issues of women and bringing them
within the purview of various state mechanisms
and resources will require a concrete problem
analysis of women’s empowerment and
exploitation especially with respect to tourism
along with strong strategies of interventions with
respect to platforms and advocacy. This move
towards empowering women through tourism
has mostly been event based in many situations
and not widespread throughout tourism
initiatives across states.
The issue of sexual abuse of foreign women
tourists seems to be an increasing trend, or
so at least more incidents are coming to light
in the media. Towards this the Karnataka
government had tried to set up police outposts

in tourist destinations to ensure the safety of
women tourists, but have been unsuccessful.
Air India plans to reserve six seats on each of its
planes for solo female travellers. This, however,
has had mixed responses – while some have
applauded the decision, others believe it to
be a patronising, sexist move by Air India. The
abuse that Indian women travellers or women
living in tourism places face because of tourism
continues to be hidden.

25

Collaborations
Collaborating with organisations and peoples
movements continues to be the backbone of
our work. We have been able to strengthen our
work with important national and local people’s
movements and organisations, to be in solidarity
and to bring in the linkages between tourism
and their wider struggles/ issues. We have been
in solidarity with people’s movements and
various struggles and movements linked to land,
forest rights, coastal and environmental groups
and unorganised sector. Our alliances with
civil society organisations and groups on child
rights, women’s rights, and monitoring groups of
national and international financial institutions,
public private partnerships, forest rights, dalit
and adivasis rights, globalisation and trade
networks in the country continued.
We collaborated with Jan Jagran Sansthan
(Bihar), Anyay Rahit Zindagi, Caritas, Centre
for Responsible Tourism, Children’s Rights in
Goa, Council for Social Justice and Peace,
Jan Ugahi (Goa), Kachchh Heritage, Art,
Music, Information and Resources, (Gujarat),
Himalayan Niti Abhiyan (Himachal Pradesh),
Snow Leopard Conservancy India Trust
(Jammu and Kashmir), Alternative Law Forum,
Concerned for Working Children, Informal
Tourism Committees in Hampi and Anegundi
(Karnataka), Adhar Khajuraho, Hifazat Coalition
for the Protection of Children, M P Institute
of Social Science Research, Vikas Samvad
Samiti (Madhya Pradesh), Gorai Machhimar
Sahakari Sanstha (Maharashtra), Indigenous
Perspectives (Manipur), Jawaharlal Nehru
University (New Delhi), Gypsyfeet (North
East region), Gopabandhu Seva Parishad,
Spandan (Odisha), ANIDEA, Cornerstone,
National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights,

We have continued our engagement with
ECPAT International and ECPAT South Asia
Regional Network on child and tourism. We
collaborated with SÜDWIND, on a study on
the functioning of the Accor and Marriott
hotels in the context of some of their
practices, policies and the effectiveness of
their monitoring mechanism. Through the
Tourism Action and Advocacy Forum we
engaged with Alternative Tourism Group,
Altervoyages, Badayl Alternatives, Golan for
Development of the Arab Villages, International
Support Centre for Sustainable Tourism,
Pastoralists Indigenous Non-Governmental
Organisations Forum, tim-team, Vertientes
del Sur – Perú and academician from the
University of South Australia.
To build awareness on tourism issues with
students and academics we engaged with the
Student Conference on Conservation Science,
Srishti Institute of Art, Design & Technology,
The College of Wooster and tourism teaching
institutions like the Indian Institute of Tourism
and Travel Management.
We have continued our advocacy efforts with
central level Ministries and other government
bodies such as Tourism, Labour, Women and
Child Development, National Commission for
the Protection of Child Rights. EQUATIONS was
a member of the working group formed by
Stree Shakti (Department of Women and Child
Development) Karnataka for formulating the
State Policy on Women’s Empowerment
in Karnataka.
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OUR WORK
IN 2016 – 2017

People’s Action for Development, Disha Social
Awareness for Society and Youth, Society for
Education and Action, Tamil Nadu Theological
Society (Tamil Nadu), Himalayan Ark, Mountain
Shepherds Initiative (Uttarakhand), Kumirmari
Jan Paryatan Samiti, Sanlaap, Sundarbans Jan
Shramjeevi Manch, NESPON (West Bengal), on
addressing tourism issues.
The work linked to the India Network
Against Sexual Exploitation of Children, is in
collaboration with ATSEC, CINI, Childline, India
Alliance for Child Rights, Sanlaap, STOP, Tulir
and ECPAT International. EQUATIONS is a
member of this working group.
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Our interactions with the tourism industry were
with the India Tourism Office – Southern Region
on the trainings related to the Code of Conduct
for Safe and Honourable Tourism, with Crowne
Plaza (Bangalore) on handling a session on
Women’s Day, the Accor Hotels on implementing
the requirements of The Code, and with the
theCode.org itself.

Institutions, Policies
and Tourism Models
Fellowship
The fellowship programme aims to build a
group of individuals who will look at tourism
critically, engage with local communities and
provide them necessary support in questioning,
resisting and demanding people centric tourism.
We received proposals from Uttarakhand &
Manipur. The Uttarakhand fellowship pertains
to working with local communities to ensure
their involvement in the designing, delivery,
regulation and monitoring of the tourism
livelihood enterprise in the Munsiyari region.
The fellowship in Manipur pertains towards
building a campaign against the unsustainable
tourism developments in and around Sendra
Hills and the Loktak Wetlands in Manipur.
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Tourism Policy
On 26th August 2016, key newspapers reported
that the Department of Tourism, Government
of Goa had invited suggestions from various
stakeholders on its proposed 3-Module
Tourism Master Plan and Policy. The Centre
for Responsible Tourism (CRT) and EQUATIONS
jointly wrote a letter raising concerns
about the process and content, asking the
Department of Tourism to re-initiate the
process. The draft plan proposes that it is
not just about Goa being open to tourists
365 days a year but that the entire state of
Goa be opened up. The Government of Goa
has decided to sell the state, forgetting there
are people living in the state. Without taking
into account the learnings of what has
happened on the coast or from other places

within the country, the government plans to
open up the state for tourism.

Community based Tourism
EQUATIONS in collaboration with Sundarbans
Jan Shramjeevi Manch (SJSM) and the
Kumirmari Jan Paryatan Samiti (KJPS) is working
towards a community based tourism initiative
in Kumirmari in the Sunderbans region. With the
formation of the KJPS, the next steps included
the tourism envisioning process. This process
was divided into three phases, with the 1st phase
being a 3-day workshop with KJPS members to
discuss and formulate a draft people’s manifesto
for tourism in Kumirmari. The 2nd phase
included exposure visits to Bakhkhali, Frazer
Ganj, Henry Island and Mandarmani, which
are beach tourism areas in West Bengal. The
purpose of the visit was to understand the forest
and coastal issues, which is affecting the life of
the local people. An exposure visit to Mountain
Shepherds Initiative (MSI), Uttarakhand was
also undertaken so as to learn about the social
struggle and how a community led tourism
initiative is supporting the local communities to
fight for their rights.
Post the exposure visits, we then worked towards
the finalisation of the manifesto by organising
several village level meetings to get peoples
thoughts. The Kumirmari Tourism Manifesto was
approved and accepted by the Kumirmari Gram
Sabha in December 2016. For this declaration we
had also invited alternative tourism practitioners
from MSI, Himalayan Ark, Gypsyfeet and Snow
Leopard Conservancy. The idea was to share
with KJPS members different models of tourism
which would help while developing a strategy for
the next level of work related to Kumirmari. We
are also in touch with an advocate to finalise the

The Kumirmari
Tourism Manifesto was
approved and accepted
by the Kumirmari Gram
Sabha in December 2016.
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Declaration of the Kumirmari Tourism Manifesto at
Gram Sabha, Kumirmari, West Bengal

legal process linked to the structure, function,
and process of KJPS as well as setting up of a
new tourism enterprise that will be involved
in the business aspect of the initiative. After
the announcement of Kumirmari Tourism
Manifesto, people from other islands have
also started thinking of undertaking a similar
process through the Gram Sabha.
EQUATIONS in collaboration with Himalayan
Niti Abhiyan had initiated a research on
assessing community involvement &
ownership with a special focus on women,
across different models of CBT in Himachal
Pradesh. During the past year, we have been
able to finalise the research tools based on

Focus group discussion, Dhameta, Himachal Pradesh
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Interaction between Alternative Tourism Practitioners from
MSI, Himalayan Ark, Gypsyfeet, SLC and KJPS, Kumirmari, West Bengal
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We had initiated work on documenting the
impacts and issues of religious tourism of the
Amarnath Yatra in Jammu & Kashmir. We were
able to finalise the report, the release of which
has been planned for April 2017. In the
past year, we also visited Amristar and Bodh
Gaya, to build our understanding on the
various aspects of religious tourism as it is
unfolding today.

Responsible Tourism Workshop

Focus group discussion, Naggar, Himachal Pradesh
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Conversation with guides in Rumsu (near Naggar),
Himachal Pradesh.

responses from the pilot study in Dhameta as
well as completed the data collection process
in Dhameta, Spiti and Naggar. The field study
included interviews and focus group discussions
with local people, tourism industry, civil society
organisations, as well as with Panchayat
members and the local administration.
Simultaneously we worked on putting together
the secondary literature and transcribing the
data collected.

Religious Tourism
Considering the focus that religious tourism
has been receiving in the past few years from
both the central and state governments made it
imperative for us to study these developments.

Outlook Traveller partnered with the
Responsible Tourism Partnership and few
state tourism departments in launching the
Responsible Tourism Award in the country.
EQUATIONS was invited to speak at the
Responsible Tourism Summit 2017 held
in New Delhi in January 2017 where we
presented our position on the issue of
Sustainable Tourism. It was a space primarily
represented by the formal tourism operators,
think tanks and representatives from MoT
and DoTs. Post the workshop we were also
contacted by Travel Biz, an online travel
portal who plans to come up with a special
issue on Sustainable Tourism.
EQUATIONS participated in the 11th Biennial
Convention ‘Survival, Identity and People’s
Movements’ of the National Alliance of People’s
Movements in Patna, December 2016. The main
discussions were around issues around land,
labour, caste based discrimination and violence,
communalism, self-determination, militarization,
corporate onslaught, environmental destruction,
gender violence-injustice and increased
urbanisation, the corporatisation of governance,
among other aspects.

Economics of Tourism
Mega Tourism Projects
The work on building arguments against mega
tourism projects continued. As a part of this work
we are in the process of documenting specific
tourism projects across the country. We visited
Kevadia in Gujarat to document the Statue of
Unity project and other tourism developments
that are being promoted in the region.
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Construction of Statue of Unity, Kevadia, Gujarat

Alongside documentation of the GMU – RTDZ
project in Dharavi Bet (an island), EQUATIONS
also participated and contributed to the
resistance against the project during various
public meetings. The findings and analysis were
shared during the smaller village level meetings
in 5 of the 8 villages of Dharavi Bet and at the
larger island level meeting held in Uttan village.

Unorganised Sector in Tourism
Between 2013 and 2015, two studies were
conducted on the issues of artisans in tourism.
Both these reports are now being combined
into a single report, a draft of which has been
prepared. Also, due to the time lapse, it became
necessary to check whether the information
documented is applicable today, along with
information gaps that needed to be filled and
updated with regard to Geographical Indication
and Intellectual Property Rights.

In 2014, the team had visited the states of Gujarat
and Maharashtra to understand the issues of
tour guides and guiding. This year we visited
Aihole, Pattadakal, and Badami (Karnataka). A
base paper is being written on tour guides and
guiding, which will draw from case studies from
these three states exploring prevailing conditions
of guides at different locations vis-a-vis their
needs and aspirations. This work will also help in
identifying areas of intervention for EQUATIONS
and arrive at the best approach to conduct it in
collaboration with the guides/ mobilisations.

Labour
We are in the process of putting together a note
based on the parliamentary questions asked
& responses given over the last 4 years in both
houses of the Parliament. This was to gain an
understanding of the current debates that are
taking place in such policy making spaces, in the
context of labour and its implication on tourism.

Incredible India Tourism Investors’
Summit
EQUATIONS attended the IITIS organised by the
Ministry of Tourism, Confederation of Indian
Industry, and Tourism Finance Corporation of

EQUATIONS ANNUAL REPORT 2016-2017

The Gorai-Manori-Uttan Recreation and Tourism
Development Zone (GMU – RTDZ) project in
Maharashtra proposes to convert large tracts
of commons into private property to further
interests of tourism and the industry. We have
drafted a report that examines how the project
will prove to be detrimental to life and livelihood
of the people of the island.
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Protests against Gorai-Manori-Uttan Recreation
and Tourism Development Zone in Maharashtra
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India in September 2016. This work was part
building an understanding of what are the kind
of projects and destinations being promoted
as tourism opportunities in the country and
the scale of investments being proposed for
the same. Various seminars and presentations
were attended as part of this summit which gave
us insights on the government and industry
perspective on different issues.

People’s Summit
The BRICS Summit 2016 was held in Panjim,
Goa in October 2016. In response to this, CSOs
in India planned to organise a People’s Summit
prior to the main event. The organisations in
Goa however, felt that it would be important to
also have discussions at the state level to be
able to engage more local people so that they
are better informed about the issues linked to
BRICS and the summit itself, especially in the
context of the newly formed New Development
Bank.
The Centre for Responsible Tourism organised
a half day workshop on tourism. The local
groups and mobilisations spoke about
globalisation, liberalisation and their effects on
tourism and their lives. EQUATIONS presented
on the Corporatisation of Tourism - Impacts on

Livelihoods, Displacement and Community
Resources, Resistance towards a People’s
Charter for Tourism.

Migration
EQUATIONS in collaboration with an
academician from JNU is undertaking a
research on the Challenges of Internal
Migration in India: A Case Study of Migrants
from North East Region (NER) to Bangalore.
This research primarily adopting quantitative
methods explores the specificities of the
developmental processes that have led to
outward migration. How far does one’s
ethnicity and the regional background
becomes a determinant of discrimination?
What are the perceptions of migrants
and how do they see the dynamics of
migration, and the ‘insider’ / ‘outsider’
experiences in Manipur / NER and place of
migration? What are the policy debates and
public discourses about migration in/from
Manipur & NER? The study is expected
to be completed in September 2017. The
methodology for the study has been
finalised and the tools for the first phase
of data collection has been initiated.
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Workshop on the Corporatisation of Tourism, Goa (Source: Center for Responsible Tourism)
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Forests, Communities and Tourism
EQUATIONS participated in two consultations
on the Western Ghats, organized by the
Dynamic Action Group, one held in July 2016 at
Alwaye, Kerala and the second at Bangalore in
September 2016. The 1st meeting took stock of
the developments in the Western Ghats while in
the 2nd meeting discussions revolved around the
status of implementation of Forest Rights Act in
the region, industrialization, tourism and coastal
issues linked to the western ghats region. In both
the meetings we presented on tourism related
issues in the Western Ghats. We also participated
in the Regional meeting on Community Forest
Rights organized by All India Front for Forest
Rights Struggle in March 2017 where the
discussion focussed on issues of Forest Rights.

developments on ecotourism with states forming
ecotourism development boards and policies.
Even Karnataka has announced that it will come
up with an ecotourism policy. EQUATIONS
participated in a consultation on the Karnataka
Ecotourism policy in February 2017. We will
incorporate these developments into the current
work so as to be able to influence the ecotourism
policies, especially in Karnataka.

Students’ Conference on Conservation
Sciences, 2016
The SCCS, 2016, organized at the Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru in September,
2016. EQUATIONS participated in the
‘Who is who’ session - a session aimed at
informing the conference participants of the
individuals/ organizations active in the field of
conservation. EQUATIONS shared its work on
tourism, particularly the work on Ecosystems,
Communities and Tourism, through
publications, and informal conversations. We
were also invited to be a part of the panel
discussion on ‘Careers in Conservation’,
where we spoke about the linkages between
tourism and conservation that present
career opportunities to young students of
conservation sciences.

We undertook a reconnaissance visit to
the Western Ghats region of Maharashtra
to understand tourism developments that
are taking place. We visited three of the
major tourists circuits of Maharashtra, 1.
Mahabaleshwar – Wai - Panchgani, 2. Lonavala
- Khandala and 3. Malshej Ghat – Leniyadri
Coast, Communities and Tourism
- Shivneri. Apart from meeting local people,
We participated in the National Consultation
activists/researchers and people who are part
on Sagarmala: The Noose Around India’s Coast
of the tourism industry, observations were
and Communities organised by the National
also made at each of the
characteristics of the tourism View of the temple, the kund and the stalls, Bhimashankar, Maharastra
there. We also met various
people and/or organizations
in Pune whose work is
connected to the Western
Ghats region of Maharashtra.
This visit has helped plan
future work on the issue of
forest / hills, communities
and tourism in Maharashtra.

Karnataka Ecotourism
Policy
There have been some crucial
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Ecosystems,
Communities and
Tourism
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to the climate change and tourism
debate. However, we were unable
to travel to Bali but we shared
with the group a presentation that
we prepared on Tourism and
Climate Change.

Governance, Law
and Tourism
Parastatal Bodies
and Tourism
Landfill site, Mahabaleshwar, Maharastra
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Fishworkers Forum and National
Alliance of Peoples’ Movements
in Delhi, November, 2016. The
discussions revolved around the
Sagarmala project, the various
Industrial Corridor projects and the
Smart City project and the linkages
between the three. Tourism is a
major component of the Sagarmala
project, and we will need to explore
how this aspect can be introduced
into the current debate.
EQUATIONS was invited by the
Global Alternative Tourism Network,
a project of the Asia and Pacific
Alliance of Young Men’s Christian
Association (YMCAs) to promotes
sustainable alternative tourism that
empowers youth to help restore
the environment and ecology
for a meeting on Networking
on Responsible and Sustainable
Tourism in Bali in September
2016. We felt that this would be
a good opportunity to influence
the YMCAs and Young Women’s
Christian Association (YWCAs) on
their practices, since they are
an important player in tourism,
especially in the context of budget
tourism accommodation. Secondly,
this would help us re-connecting

Research on PSBs in Tourism is
undertaken with the objective of
understanding how participatory
local governance, as envisaged in
the 73rd and 74th Amendments
of the Constitution of India, has
changed with the formation of the
PSBs in tourism and understanding
the implication of the decisions
taken by the PSBs on the rights of
the local communities to decision
making in tourism. The PSBs chosen
for the study are the Hampi World
Heritage Area Development Authority
and Mamallapuram Local Planning
Authority & Mamallapuram New
Town Development Authority. In the
Discussion with members of the Gram Sabha in Annegundi, Karnataka
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Hampi region, informal tourism committees
were formed in consultation with the gram
sabhas with whom we are collaborating with for
this research and in Mamallapuram with Society
for Education and Action, a local organisation
that works with the local fishing community.

Panchayati Raj and Tourism
Training of panchayat members and community
members on Gram Swaraj and Panchayati Raj
Act, 2015, Karnataka was organised in February
2017 in Hampi and Anegundi panchayats
where we are already undertaking the research
on PSBs. We considered it relevant to hold
the training in these panchayats as making
people aware of their rights provided under this
legislation will help panchayats in ushering their
rights of governance on local issues related to
local developments, including tourism. This
will help in establishing bottom-up approach
of governance and question top-down models
of governance like that of PSBs. It involved six
days training with panchayat and community
Training of Panchayat and Community Members on Gram
Swaraj and Panchayati Raj Act, Karnataka

Training of Panchayat and Community Members on Gram
Swaraj and Panchayati Raj Act in Annegundi, Karnataka

members in both the places on the rights that
the new PRI legislation gives to the local selfgoverning institutions at all tiers. The training
was undertaken in collaboration with The
Concerned for Working Children which is part
of the Gram Panchayat Hakkotaya Andolan, a
larger civil society movement in Karnataka that
is demanding for democracy at the grassroots.

Tracking Parliamentary Debates
and Questions
Questions and answers of different ministries
are being tracked regularly and placed within
a repository accessible to the staff team. An
internal session with programme members
was organised to share with them on how this
data can be accessed and understood, the
framework for analysis that GLT programme
has adopted and points to be kept in mind
while framing of questions for advocacy
with the parliamentarians. Staff members
working on different themes such as child,
environment, economic, policy, will analyse
the data of past 1.5 years arising from the
questions asked in the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha. Parliamentary responses based on
different themes are being analysed and used
as data for the ongoing research studies.
The programme provided legal research
support to the other thematic programmes
linked to their work on the construction of a
hotel in violation of Coastal Regulation Zone
notification, an analysis of the environmental
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As a part of the research process, the pilot
study to Anegundi gram panchayat was
undertaken as well as the completion of
data collection done in Mamallapuram town
panchayat and Hampi gram panchayat
subsequently with panchayat members and
local community members. The next step is to
conduct data collection with the government
officials of PSBs and concerned departments
and ministries followed by translation and
transcription of the data, coding, analysis,
documenting the findings and undertaking
advocacy based on the research findings.
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legislations and case studies relevant to the
struggle of the local communities against GMU
– RTDZ, analysis of legislative framework toward
rescue, rehabilitation and protection of children
with respect to the research on Access to Justice
and provide regular updates on the judgements
and daily orders of NGT in general and especially
with respect to the Shamukha mega tourism
project and unregulated expansion of tourism
and other developments in Sunderbans.

Society, Culture and
Tourism
Caste and Tourism
As part of the Caste and Tourism work,
EQUATIONS initiated a study in Tamil Nadu to
understand the issues of caste and their linkages
to tourism. EQUATIONS is collaborating with
National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights, Social
Awareness Society for Youth, CORNERSTONE
and ANIDEA for Thanjavur and Chidambaram
and with the Tamil Nadu Theological Society for
Madurai. This year we focussed on finalising the
concept note, research design and the framework
and tools. Because of the scope of the work
Natarajar Temple, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu
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Meenakshi Temple, Madurai, Tamil Nadu

we have contracted with a part time external
researcher.
An orientation workshop followed by a pilot
study in Kumbakonam and the first phase of
data collection in Thanjavur and Chidambaram
was done. With the help of our collaborating
organisations, we identified 40 enumerators
who interviewed street vendors, shop owners,
hotels and restaurants owners and staff, travel
agents and tour operators, cleaning and
sanitation staff – sweepers (Govt appointed,
daily wage and contract), habitation around
temple, brokers (marriage and others),
community halls staff, guides, photographers,
autodrivers, and rickshaw pullers. The second
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phase of data collection has also
been completed in Thanjavur which
was outside the temple where we
interviewed police personnel, officials
from the Archaeology Survey of India,
Temple trustees, the South zone Art
and Culture department, folk artists,
guides, priests and the Royal Prince
of Thanjavur who is also the trustee.
Secondary data collection took place
in Chennai and Thanjavur by visiting
public libraries and University libraries.

Child and Tourism
The collaborations as a part of our work
on child & tourism were with Jan Jagran
Sansthan (Bihar), Anyay Rahit Zindagi, Caritas,
Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s
Rights in Goa (Goa), Alternative Law Forum
(Karnataka), Adhar Khajuraho, Hifazat Coalition
for the Protection of Children, M P Institute
of Social Science Research, Vikas Samvad
Samiti (Madhya Pradesh), Gopabandhu Seva
Parishad, Spandan (Odisha) and Sanlaap

District Collector, North Goa at the
Consultation on the Impact of Tourism on Children in Goa

(West Bengal). The work linked to the India
Network Against Sexual Exploitation of Children,
is in collaboration with ATSEC, CINI, Childline,
Sanlaap, STOP, Tulir and ECPAT International.
Over the past year we have been involved in
various research studies. In Goa, the research
that we had initiated (Walking the Tightrope:
Exploitation of Migrant Children in Tourism in
Goa) with the view of understanding the status
of children, especially children of the migrant
community, affected directly or indirectly by the
tourism industry, which was released during
a Consultation on the Impact of Tourism on

In Bihar, a number of awareness workshops,
community meetings & street plays have
been conducted on the issue of sexual
exploitation of children in which over 600
children participated. These interventions
have led to the formation of 15 Village Level
Child Protection Committees.
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Work in Madurai could not proceed
and is on hold as the collaborating
organisation and we were not been able
to get the time that was required for
completing the orientation workshop and
the data collection
at one stretch.
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Children in Goa organised in August 2016. We
met with CSOs and government officials from
Tourism, Women and Child, Labour and NCPCR
in Delhi to take forward advocacy work linked to
the findings of the study.
We were involved in a research on the Access to
Justice, that focuses on bringing to the forefront
the voices of child survivors. The study aims to
understand the experiences of child survivors
in terms of legal redressal, their interaction with
the legal actors and their perceptions of the
legal mechanisms and processes. It also aims
to understand the perceptions and experiences
of legal actors in dealing with child survivors of
sexual exploitation. We interviewed survivors as
well as legal stakeholders in Madhya Pradesh
and West Bengal, the final report which has
been completed.
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A documentation of child protection issues
in Simhasth (a mega religious tourism event
which takes place once every 12 years in
Ujjain) was coordinated by MPISSR, in which
we were also involved. This event brings in
around 5 million people for a month-long
festival. The documentation is aimed towards
identifying pointers to advocate for child
protection mechanism in such mega tourism
events, not only in Madhya Pradesh but also in
other places of India.
In Bihar, a number of awareness workshops,
community meetings & street plays have been
conducted on the issue of sexual exploitation
of children (SEC) in which over 600 children
participated. We also met with the Bodh Gaya
Municipality Chairperson and the Functionaries
of District Child Protection Unit on SEC and
its link to tourism. These interventions have
led to the formation of 15 Village Level Child
Protection Committees.India Network Against
Sexual:Exploitation of Children: EQUATIONS is
part of the working group to plan for the India

Network Against Sexual Exploitation of Children.
Towards this two meetings of the group were
organised in Delhi in June 2016 and March 2017
to update discussions for the development of a
plan of action for India to strengthen and expand
the network, to share details of the proposal
supported by Human Dignity Foundation,
discussions on the India specific objectives and
purpose of setting up this network as well as the
potential areas of work. EQUATIONS was also
approached by ECPAT International to take on
the role of the national coordinator, the process
of finalising the modalities is currently being
discussed.

Our work with the tourism
industry has gained
momentum. Accor Hotels
in India signed The Code
(Protection of Children in
Travel and Tourism)
Our work with the tourism industry has gained
momentum. Accor Hotels in India signed The
Code (Protection of Children in Travel and
Tourism) and are in touch with EQUATIONS to
support the implementation of the six steps
as identified by theCode.org. Two key areas of
intervention included:
1. Training their employees on the issues
of child and tourism, legal provisions,
role plays and the child protection policy.
These workshops were organised in
Bengaluru Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad and
Visakhapatnam. Through these workshops
EQUATIONS has trained around 300 selected
employees from its 38 properties.

EQUATIONS has trained around
300 selected employees from
Accor Hotels’ 38 properties
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Developing Accor Hotels’ Commitment Statement on the Protection of Children, Bengaluru, Karnataka

Our work with the guides in Khajuraho to build an
understanding of child protection issues as well
as coming to a consensus on the need to develop
child protection mechanism to prevent child
exploitation. In Bihar we met with members from
the unorganised sector in tourism (cyber cafés,
small hotel owners) for an initial discussion on the
issues of child and tourism.
We participated in the 2nd World Congress against
the Sexual Exploitation of Women and Children,
in New Delhi in February 2017. The Congress was
organised by CAP International and Aapne Aap
and it focused on debates and discussions on
ending the sexual exploitation of women and
children. EQUATIONS brought the issue of child
sexual exploitation in travel and tourism in to
this discourse. We also participated in two round
table consultations 1) Not Everyone Plays by
the Rules in the Digital Playground: Addressing
Online Child Sexual Exploitation, organised by
ICMEC and Tulir in New Delhi in October 2016 and
2) India Dialogue on Child Protection Systems,
Technological Innovations and Exploring Civil
Society Alliance by Shakti Vahini in collaboration

with ECPAT International and PLAN Missing
Child Project in Delhi, March 2017. In the latter
roundtable consultation, we made a presentation
on child sexual exploitation and its link to tourism:
emerging issues and newer manifestations.

Culture and Tourism
EQUATIONS in the past had worked on putting
together a base paper on culture and tourism
and a research study on the tourism implications
in Ajanta and Ellora, Maharashtra and to analyse
UNESCO and ASI guidelines. Both these pieces
of work are in draft form. During the last year
we wished to re-initiate our work on culture
and tourism so as to build perspective on the
inter-linkages of how the culture of tourism is
impacting the culture and rights of communities.
In this context we are working on two
components – 1. Study the Impacts of culture
tourism and 2. To look at the issues of religious
tourism with a special focus on its cultural
aspects since the new forms of religious tourism,
introduced to new sites itself is an indication of
cultural impacts of a resurgence of religion in
the lives of people. Towards this we have started
putting together a paper on trends analysis as
well as undertaken a recce visit to Amritsar.
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2. Develop a Child Protection Policy that was
accepted by Accor Hotels for implementation.
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Women and Tourism
Code of Conduct on the Safe and Honourable
Tourism (S&H Code): EQUATIONS received
an invite for the India Tourism office in South
India to conduct workshops on the S&H Code
in the southern states of Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka and Kerala for
hotels and tour operators. We have expanded
the scope of the workshops to include women
and tourism, while in the past the workshops
had focused primarily on children and tourism.
Workshops in 8 places (Puducherry, Coimbatore,
Ooty, Bengaluru, Tirupathi, Vijayawada,
Vishakhapatnam and Kannur) were conducted.
These workshops have helped identify
corporates keen to engage on the issue of
children and women further, with whom we hope
to initiate discussions. A request we received
was from Crowne Plaza to handle a session
on Women Empowerment and Leadership
within the Tourism Industry on the occasion of
Women’s Day.
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A few years back EQUATIONS had taken the
position of decriminalisation of women in
sex work. However to be able to work on this
issue further, we plan to start by building an
understanding of the linkages between sex work,
sex tourism and trafficking by meeting with
people who have been working on this issue.
This we believe will inform us on the next steps
as well as bring nuance to our position.
Engagement on the Policies on Women’s
Empowerment in Karnataka and at the national
level has opened spaces for bringing in inputs
on women’s role as actors and agents in tourism.
With regard to the State policy, there have been a
series of round table meetings with the working
group on drafting the Policy. EQUATIONS was
part of the working group formed by Stree Shakti
(Department of Women and Child Development)
Karnataka. We have given inputs on issues
and concerns of women and tourism as well
as inputs to the different sections of the draft
Policy. We also participated at the divisional level
consultation in Hampi for feedback / suggestions
along with discussions on the framework and the
contents of the draft policy.

In terms of the Draft National Policy on Women
2016 developed by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development, EQUATIONS has given
inputs on empowerment of women in tourism
and protection of women from exploitation and
violence in tourism. The inputs were shared with
the Center for Women Development Studies
in Delhi who was coordinating the process of
compiling inputs from all civil society groups
as well as sent directly to the MWCD in July
2016. Unfortunately the draft National Policy on
Women failed to mention any specific points in
the context of tourism in relation to women. The
inputs that were given on women and tourism
were incorporated within the section on the
service sector.

Tourism Resource
Centre
The news is tracked through feeds from more
than 50 sources online, segregated by class
code and which is stored digitally in a central
repository once in 15 days. This forms the
basis for the analysis of the tourism trends and

News is tracked from over
50 sources online, over 150
additions were made to the
library during the past year,
bringing the total number
of resources to 4641.
Over 2000 copies of
books, reports, etc, were
disseminated, there were
36193 unique visitors
to the website, and a
total of 13062 PDFs were
downloaded.
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Over 2000 copies of books, reports, briefing
sheets, posters, were disseminated through
meetings, workshops organised and attended,
and through postal dissemination. For the period
April 2016 to March 2017, there were 36193
unique visitors to the website, with a total of
13062 PDFs which were downloaded. 6 articles
were covered by the media, and 2 press releases
issued. TRC has monitored and coordinated

A communication
strategist was hired to look
into our communication
and media strategy.
the translations, designing and printing of
publications for EQUATIONS.
During this period, a communication strategist
was hired to look into the communication
and media strategy of EQUATIONS. The
implementation of the strategy was preluded
by a small study of staff views on internal
and external communication in EQUATIONS
and the systems followed by EQUATIONS
for information management and resource
creation. Based on the study, a proposal
was submitted to incorporate changes
in the various reporting and information
management systems within the organisation.
The implementation of the strategy is under way
with the introduction of new technology such
as Slack and Trello for internal communication.
We have been approved by TECHSOUP (A nonprofit that provides transformative technology

solutions, digital platforms, and in-person
experiences that enable people to work together
toward a more equitable world), as an eligible
free software recipient. We now receive both
Google Suite and Slack for free. Future plans
look at getting EQUATIONS on social media with
workshops like photography, writing, tone and
style, etc., which are planned to prepare the
staff for this. Streamlining documentation and
moving it to a cloud is also part of the plan. Ease
of use and access internally and externally is
the focus of the strategy while keeping systems
modern and streamlined.

Research in Tourism
and Capacity Building
Research is central to EQUATIONS work and to
standardize our research work and building the
capacity of staff on the same, training of various
aspects of research is essential. Research in
tourism has qualitative and quantitative aspects
which requires methodological analysis of both
kinds. Considering this, a training on qualitative
research methodology through a 7-day
workshop was conducted last year by a faculty at
Department of Humanity and Social Science at
Manipal University, Karnataka.
Post training, research teams working on
different aspects of tourism are currently
undertaking research projects (these have been
detailed in the sections above). In due course,
data has been collected administering different
techniques – interviews, focus group discussions,
observations and are being transcribed and
analysed. Detailed and regular feedback is also
being given by the research team.

Quantitative Research Methodology
Training on quantitative research workshop
was organised in December 2016, handled by
a faculty member from Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru, Karnataka, who has been teaching
quantitative techniques to the students of social
sciences. The 4-day session on quantitative
research methods focussed on quantitative
techniques which are as follows: research
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research that we undertake. Apart from these, we
also have subscriptions to magazines, tourism
journals, and online portals like India Stat to aid
our research work. Over 150 additions (books,
reports, and CD’s) were made to the library
during the past year, bringing the total number
of resources to 4641. A new library catalogue has
been developed on a spreadsheet for ease of
search and reference.
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method, instrumentation, data analysis descriptive, data analysis - inferential, data
analysis – model building.

Research Software
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To deal with the quantitative and qualitative data
set we need research software. For qualitative
data set software – MAXQDA has been suggested
to be bought. Since the cost of this software is
high, we have written to the concerned company
requesting for a rebate on the same. We are also
looking for anti-plagiarism software, which are
free and open-source options. In case, we do not
get the same from the open sources, we will have
to invest in a paid anti-plagiarism tool.

assessing the GMU – RTDZ project in
Maharashtra, we shared with the affected
communities resisting the project information,
findings and analysis even though the report
has not yet been finalised. As the resistance
against this project is still going on, this
contributed to the communities’ articulation
of impacts of such tourism projects in their
region. Very often the need of the hour is to
get the information out as quickly as possible
in a manner that can be worked with so as to
contribute to ongoing struggles.

Reflections: Looking
Back and Going
Forward

Parastatal bodies are being constituted across
the country which is diluting the powers of the
LSGIs. There are very few organisations working
on governance issues with local communities,
focusing on the dilution of powers of LSGIs
through PSBs. It is important to sustain the
relationship and coordination with the informal
local tourism committees formed in Anegundi
and Hampi gram panchayats.

Collaborating with organisations, peoples
movements, individuals continues as a core
method of our work. Our experiences over the
past year have been both enriching and one of
continuous learning. In regions and on issues
where our collaborations are strong, where there
is ownership and responsibility of the task we
have been able to move swiftly. Collaborating
with new organisations and individuals has
opened up more learning spaces for us – on
building technical knowledge as well as
widening perspectives.

While the identification of Parliamentarians is
being done through the parliamentary tracking,
we learnt from our experience that the reasons
we were able to meet some of the MPs was
either because people we know who were
able to get us in touch with them or to have
the MPs themselves call other MPs and get
us the appointments. This helped get MPs to
write letters and place special mentions in the
Parliament. This is one of the strategies we will
need to keep in mind while engaging with MPs in
the future.

Strategic interventions with collaborating
organisations need to be planned jointly so
as to advocate with the government, policy
makers and bodies to influence tourism policies
and practices of the industry. This would help
collectively take forward our work. At times some
work has been affected or gone slower if there
is a greater dependence on EQUATIONS or a
non clarity on the responsibilities and ways of
working together. Another insight has also been
about maintaining timelines and working as per
the plan, which when delayed or changed affects
the momentum of the work.

Tourism teaching institutions are increasingly
being more hesitant to bring in critical
perspectives within the course curriculum
and this is proving to be a challenge. While
EQUATIONS occasionally gets called to handle
guest lectures, a continuous engagement
is proving to be difficult. New ways of
communications are being explored.

Through our work in documenting and

As we continue and build on our work on issues
of caste, class, religious tourism or in certain
geographies, the need to develop a deeper
understanding of the issues and the inter linkages
remains, as very often these are not only sensitive
but also political issues. This understanding is
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Our work on Alternatives, points to the narrow
understanding that exists among NGOs,
Government and other bodies implementing
community based tourism. It is often limited to
the economic benefits it can generate without
taking into account peoples vision and realities
and working with community processes. The
different CBT initiatives even though these are
at different stages of implementation helps us to
build an understanding of what is happening. It
is important for us to sift through and understand
these critical nuances as we too are involved in
implementing a CBT initiative with Sundarbans
Jan Shramjeevi Manch and the Kumirmari Jan
Paryatan Samiti.
Our learning’s from engagement with media
are that, with mainstream media people being
transient, our database did not prove helpful
when needed as people had moved on. We also
realised with the advancement in technology,
we need to to start opening up and engage
with alternate & social media. Having a good
communication strategy in place by including
different mediums of dissemination, we believe
will help meet our objective.

Key Funding
Support
Our core donors Bread for the World and
Misereor have continued to provide critical
support to our work on People Centred Tourism
in India. Misereor also supported through a
separate grant our work on building capacity and
strengthening our Research in Tourism.
The Down to Zero project is funded by the
Defence for Children (ECPAT Netherlands) who
in turn are supported by the Dutch Ministry of

Foreign Affairs. Terre Des Hommes, Netherlands
is supporting our work on the Prevention of
Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and
Tourism and Online and we are working with
Accor Hotel in implementing the Code of
Conduct for the Protection of Children from
Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism.
The Institute for Development and
Communication funded us to conduct a research
on Challenges of Internal Migration in India: A
Case Study of Migrants from Manipur.
We received a sub-grant from the Alternative
Law Forum for work on the research on Access
to Justice.

Internal Complaints
Committee
EQUATIONS has an Internal Complaints
Committee formed under The Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. The
committee comprises of three members from
the EQUATIONS staff team and one external
member. There were no complaints filed with the
committee during the period 2016-2017.
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one that we need to build at the individual as
well as at an organisational level. Also as we
choose to work more with movements, it would
imply holding certain political perspectives and
positions. Towards this, we plan to organise
reading group sessions and internal seminars
that will help re-examine, build and strengthen
these perspectives and positions.

The EQUATIONS Team and Management Committee, 2016
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
Balance Sheet as on 31.03.2017
Current Assets

Amount in Rs.

Fixed Assets

44,71,835

Investments and Deposits

36,35,947

Loan and Advances

3,07,200

Cash and Bank Balance

39,59,761

Total Assets

1,23,74,743

Current liabilities

Amount in Rs.

Capital Fund

44,71,835

General Fund

36,03,761

Corpus Fund

32,235

Unutilised Project Fund

29,12,089

Other Funds

4,93,197

Other Liabilities

8,61,626

Total Liabilities

1,23,74,743

Income

Amount in Rs.

Grants and Donations – Restricted Fund

2,06,66,062

Grants and Donations – Unrestricted Fund

25,23,400

Bank Interest

3,42,697

Honorarium

2,27,355

Other Income

2,19,884

Total Income

2,39,79,398

Expenditure

Amount in Rs.

Project expenses

2,06,66,062

Institutional expenses

11,24,847

Depreciation

4,97,917

Total Expenditure

2,22,88,826

Excess of Income over Expenditure

16,90,572
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Income and Expenditure Account for the Period ended 31.03.2017
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EVENTS
THAT SAW
EQUATIONS’
PRESENCE
Meetings
April 2016
- Gram Sansad meeting in Kumirmari on 16th
& 17th April 2016, organised by Kumirmari Jan
Paryatan Samiti, Kumirmari, Sunderbans, West
Bengal.

May 2016
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- Meeting on Parliamentary Oversight of IFI
projects, on 9th & 10th May 2016 organised by
Bank Information Centre, New Delhi.
- Public lecture on ‘Are “Non-Performing Assets”
of the Rich and Powerful Financial Frauds
Disguised?’ on 13th May 2016, co-organised
by Centre for Financial Accountability,
Environment Support Group, EQUATIONS,
Public Finance Public Accountability Collective,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Meeting on Stories of Empowerment: the
Mahila Samakhya Experience on 20th May
2016, organised by Alternative Law Forum,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

July 2016
- Convention for a Comprehensive
Environmental Concern on 2nd & 3rd July 2016
organised by Dynamic Action Group, Alwaye,
Kerala. We presented on the Tourism Issues in
Western Ghats.
- Meeting on draft Karnataka State Policy on
Women on 4th July 2016 organised by the
Department of Women and Child Development
– Karnataka, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Gram Sansad meeting in Kumirmari on 8th
& 9th July 2016, organised by Kumirmari Jan
Paryatan Samiti, Kumirmari, Sunderbans, West
Bengal.
- Interaction on the current situation in the
Narmada valley on 11th July 2016, organised
by Manthan Law, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Public Meeting on the Gorai-Manori-Uttan
Recreation and Tourism Development Zone, on
24th July 2016 organised by Gorai Machhimar
Sahakari Sanstha, Uttan, Maharashtra.
- Meeting on draft Karnataka State Policy on
Women on 25th July 2016 organised by the
Department of Women and Child Development
– Karnataka, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Meeting on issues of Street Vendors on 25th
July 2016, organised by Alternative Law Forum,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Jatha to mobilise street vendors as part
of the Street Vendors’ Rally on 27th July
2016, organised by Bengaluru Jilla Beedhi
Vyaapari Sanghatanegala Ookutta, Bengaluru,
Karnataka.

- Public discussion on ‘Kunan Poshpora: A
forgotten mass-rape case of 2 Kashmir villages’
on 24th May 2016, organised by Vimochana,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

- Sexual Exploitation of Children Online
and in Travel and Tourism Programme:
Outcome Harvesting from 27th to 29th July
2016, organised by Terre Des Hommes –
Netherlands, Goa.

June 2016

August 2016

- India Network Against Child Sexual
Exploitation on 1st & 2nd June 2016 organised
by ECPAT International, New Delhi

- Regional Outcome Harvesting Festival on 24th
& 25th August 2016, organised by Terre Des
Hommes – Netherlands, Bangkok.
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September 2016
- Conference on ‘Re-visiting the Discourse on
Women’s Rights: New Forms of Violations and
Contestations’ on 1st & 2nd September 2016,
organised by Akshara and K.C College, Mumbai,
Maharastra.
- Meeting on ‘Western Ghats: Conservation,
Peoples’ Livelihoods and Building Resistances’,
on 27th & 28th September 2016, organised by
Dynamic Action Group, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
EQUATIONS presented on Tourism in the
Western Ghats region.
- Incredible India Tourism Investors’ Summit
21st to 23rd September 2016, organised by
Ministry of Tourism, Confederation of Indian
Industry, and Tourism Finance Corporation of
India, New Delhi.
- Student’s Conference for Conservation
Sciences from 21st to 24th September 2016,
Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS was part
of a panel discussion on careers in the field of
conservation and put up a Stall at the Who’s
Who event.

October 2016
- Workshop on Corporatisation of Tourism –
Impacts on Livelihoods, Displacement and
Community Resources, Resistance towards a
People’s charter for Tourism on 3rd October
2016, organised by Centre for Responsible
Tourism, Panjim, Goa. EQUATIONS presented
on Calling to Account: Tourism’s Accountability
to Communities and Social Justice.
- Meetings with Indian Alliance of Child Rights,
Childline, National Federation of Indian
Women, National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights, Ministries of Tourism, Women and
Child Development, Labour & Employment on
20th & 21st October 2016 on the findings of the

study Walking the Tigthrope: Exploitation of
Migrant Children in Tourism in Goa, New Delhi.

November 2016
- Gram Sansad meeting in Kumirmari on 8th &
9th November 2016, organised by Kumirmari
Jan Paryatan Samiti, Kumirmari, Sunderbans,
West Bengal.
- Meeting with the Guide Association on
Protection Mechanisms for Children on 18th
November 2016, co-organised by Adhar
Khajuraho, EQUATIONS, Hifazat Coalition for
the Protection of Children, M P Institute of
Social Science Research and Vikas Samvad
Samiti, Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh.
- National Consultation on Sagarmala: The
Noose Around India’s Coast and Communities
on 19th & 20th November 2016, organised by
the National Fishworkers Forum and National
Alliance of Peoples’ Movements in New Delhi.

December 2016
- 11th Biennial National Convention from
2nd to 4th December 2016 organised by the
National Alliance for People’s Movements,
Patna, Bihar.
- Declaration of the Kumirmari Tourism
Manifesto during the Gram Sabha meeting in
Kumirmari on 20th December 2016, organised
by Kumirmari Jan Paryatan Samiti, Kumirmari,
Sunderbans, West Bengal.

January 2017
- Meeting with the Guide Association on
Protection Mechanisms for Children on
10th January 2017, co-organised by Adhar
Khajuraho, EQUATIONS, Hifazat Coalition for
the Protection of Children, M P Institute of
Social Science Research and Vikas Samvad
Samiti, Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh.
- Meeting on Stocktaking of Child Rights – 2016
on 18th & 19th January 2017, organised by
National Alliance of Child Rights, New Delhi.
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- Roundtable Consultation on Impacts of
Tourism on Children on 30th August 2016 coorganised with Caritas, Centre for Responsible
Tourism, Children’s Rights in Goa, EQUATIONS
and Jan Ugahi, Panjim, Goa. EQUATIONS
presented on the findings of the study.
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- Responsible Tourism Summit 2017 on
19th January 2017 organised by Outlook
Traveller, New Delhi. EQUATIONS presented on
Sustainability in Tourism: A Time to Walk the
Talk

March 2017

- Consultation on IPC 498A (Dowry law) on
30th January 2017, organised by Vimochana,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

- Rally organised as part of the struggle of the
Contract Powrakarmikas on 8th March 2017,
organised by the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagar
Palike and Contract Powrakarmika Union,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

- Last Girl First: World Congress vs Sexual
Exploitation of Women & Girls on 29th January
& 1st February 2017, co-organized by Apne Aap
and CAP-International, New Delhi.

February 2017
- Public Meeting on the Gorai-Manori-Uttan
Recreation and Tourism Development Zone,
on 3rd February 2017 organised by Gorai
Machhimar Sahakari Sanstha, Mumbai,
Maharashtra.
- Asia Regional Monitoring & Evaluation
Learning Workshop from 6th to 9th February
2017, organised by ECPAT-NL, Bangkok,
Thailand.
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- Meeting on draft Karnataka State Policy on
Women on 14th February 2017 organised
by the Department of Women and Child
Development – Karnataka, Bengaluru,
Karnataka.
- Meeting on issues of Contract Powrakarmikas
(Sanitation Workers) on 20th February 2017,
organised by All India Central Council of Trade
Unions, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Consultation on Ecotourism policy of
Karnataka on 25th February 2017, co-organised
by Centre for Corporate Governance and
Citizenship, Dharthi, Karnataka Ecotourism
Development Board and Karnataka Forest
Department, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Consultation on the draft Karnataka State
Women’s Policy on 27th February 2017
organised by Department of Women and
Child Development – Karnataka, in Hospet,
Karnataka.

- Road show campaign in support of Bus
Bhagya Beku on 3rd March 2017, organised by
Alternative Law College, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

- Workshop on Post Community Forest Rights
on 15th March 2017, organised by the All India
Front for Forest Rights, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- India Network Against Child Sexual
Exploitation on 23rd March 2017 organised by
ECPAT International, New Delhi
- Roundtable on Dialogue on Child Protection
Systems, Technological Innovations and
Exploring Civil Society Alliance: Use of
Technology to Address Sexual Exploitation of
Children on 24th March 2017, co-organised by
Shakti Vahini, Plan International and ECPAT
International, New Delhi.

Trainings Facilitated
April 2016
- Exposure visit to Bakhkhali, Frazer Ganj,
and Henry Island, West Bengal from 23rd to
25th April 2016, facilitated by EQUATIONS,
Kumirmari Jan Paryatan Samiti and
Sundarbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch.

May 2016
- Workshop on Safe and Honourable Tourism
Code on 18th May 2016, co-organised by
India Tourism and the Institute of Hotel
Management, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
EQUATIONS facilitated sessions on the Issues
and Impacts of Tourism on Women and
Children & the S&H Code.
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- Exposure visit to Mandarmani, West Bengal
from 15th to 18th July 2016, facilitated by
EQUATIONS, Kumirmari Jan Paryatan Samiti
and Sundarbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch.

September 2016
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 5th September 2016, co-organised
by Institute of Hotel Management and
India Tourism, Thrissur, Kerala. EQUATIONS
facilitated sessions on the Issues and Impacts
of Tourism on Women and Children & the S&H
Code.
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 7th September 2016, co-organised by
India Tourism, Kerala and the Institute of Hotel
Management, Kollam, Kerala. EQUATIONS
facilitated sessions on the Issues and Impacts
of Tourism on Women and Children & the S&H
Code.

October 2016
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 14th October 2016, organised by India
Tourism, Chennai, Tamil Nadu. EQUATIONS
facilitated sessions on the Issues and Impacts
of Tourism on Women and Children & the S&H
Code.
- Training of staff of Accor Hotels on The Code
and the draft Child Protection Policy on 14th
October 2016, organised by Accor Hotels,
Gurgaon, Haryana. EQUATIONS facilitated the
workshop.
- Exposure visit to Uttarakhand (Mountain
Shepherd Initiative, Rajaji National Park, Tehri)
from 14th to 28th October 2016, facilitated by
EQUATIONS, Kumirmari Jan Paryatan Samiti
and Sundarbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch.

November 2016
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 2nd November 2016, organised by
India Tourism, Ooty, Tamil Nadu. EQUATIONS

facilitated sessions on the Issues and Impacts
of Tourism on Women and Children & the S&H
Code.
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 4th November 2016, organised by
India Tourism, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.
EQUATIONS facilitated sessions on the Issues
and Impacts of Tourism on Women and
Children & the S&H Code.
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 7th November 2016, organised by
Institute of Hotel Management and India
Tourism, Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS
facilitated sessions on the Issues and Impacts
of Tourism on Women and Children & the S&H
Code.
- Training of staff of Accor Hotels on The Code
and the draft Child Protection Policy on 14th
November 2016, organised by Accor Hotels,
Mumbai. EQUATIONS facilitated the workshop.
- Training of staff of Accor Hotels on The Code
and the draft Child Protection Policy on 16th
November 2016, organised by Accor Hotels,
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh. EQUATIONS
facilitated the workshop.
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 20th November 2016, organised
by India Tourism, Tirupathi, Telengana.
EQUATIONS facilitated sessions on the Issues
and Impacts of Tourism on Women and
Children & the S&H Code.
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 22nd November 2016, organised
by India Tourism, Vijaywada, Telengana.
EQUATIONS facilitated sessions on the Issues
and Impacts of Tourism on Women and
Children & the S&H Code.
- Workshop on Safe and Honorable Tourism
Code on 23rd November 2016, organised by
India Tourism, Vishakapatnam, Telengana.
EQUATIONS facilitated sessions on the Issues
and Impacts of Tourism on Women and
Children & the S&H Code.
- Training of staff of Accor Hotels on The Code
and the draft Child Protection Policy on 29th
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July 2016
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November 2016, organised by Accor Hotels,
Vizag, Telengana. EQUATIONS facilitated the
workshop.

December 2016
- Session on the Impacts of Tourism in Northeast Region on 1st Decemner 2016 for students
of Shristi School of Art, Design and Technology,
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

February 2017
- Training program with Gram Panchayat and
members of the Gram Sabha on the Gram
Swaraj and Panchayat Raj Act, Karnataka 2015,
from 15th to 18th February 2017 organised
& facilitated by The Concerned for Working
Children, Gram Panchayat Hakkotaya Andolan
and EQUATIONS, in Anegundi and Hampi,
Karnataka.

March 2017
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- Session on Women’s Empowerment and
Leadership in the Tourism Industry on the
occasion of Women’s Day, 8th March 2017
organised by Crowne Plaza, Bengaluru,
Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented on
Empowerment of Women in Tourism.

Publications / Papers /
Statements
- Annual Report, 2015-2016 (English)
- Working Paper Series 2012-2015 (English)
- Working Paper Series 2015-2017 (English)
- EQUATIONS Brochure (Reprint)
- Paper on Sustainability in Tourism: A Time to
Walk the Talk, January 2017 (English)
- Letter to the Editor, The Hindu on Closure
of Ministry of Panchayati Raj by Central
Government, 1st July 2016.
- Joint letter to Department of Tourism Goa on
its proposed 3-Module Tourism Master Plan
and Policy by Centre for Responsible Tourism
and EQUATIONS, August 2016 (English)

- Presentation on Situating the issue of Mass
Tourism within the framework of COP21, Paris
Agreement, UNFCCC, shared at the Meeting on
Responsible and Sustainable Tourism 27th to
30th September 2016 organised by the Global
Alternative Tourism Network, Bali, Indonesia.
- Report, brieifing sheet and posters on
Panchayati Raj Institutions and Tourism – A
Case Study of Goa, September 2016
- Kumirmari Tourism Manifesto by Kumirmari
Jan Paryatan Samiti, Sundarbans Jan
Shramjeevi Manch and EQUATIONS, December
2016 (Bengali and English)

Translation
- Briefing Sheet – Caught in a Legal Mesh:
Crisis of Justice for Sexually Exploited Children
(English to Hindi and Bengali)
- Working Paper Series (English to Tamil)

Media Reports
- Press Release: Consultation on The Impact of
Tourism on Children in Goa, 30th August 2016
by CRT, CRG and EQUATIONS.
- “Migrant kids “Walking the Tightrope”, 31st
August 2016, The Goan
- “Migrant children vulnerable to exploitation in
tourism sector”, 1st September 2016, Times of
India
- “Most migrants in Goa from Karnataka”, 8th
September 2016, Times of India
- “BRICS: Civil society groups demand people’s
charter for tourism”, 5th October 2016, The
Indian Express
- “Its Time the Tourism Industry took Difficult
Decisions to stay Responsible and Sustainable”,
23rd January 2017, Travel Biz Monitor
- “Women’s Equity and Justice in Tourism” 8th
March 2017, Counter Currents
- Press Release: “Under the Garb(age) of
Tourism”, 21st March 2017
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Training and Staff
Capacity Building
- Sharmila S attended “The Brahmin In the Mind
– Exploring the nature and dynamics of caste
and constructed hierarchies in oneself, groups
and society” offered by Group Relations India,
National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights and
Human and Institutional Development Forum,
from 20th to 23rd April 2016, Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh.
- Intern presentation on ‘Report on Rapid
Tourism Impact Assessment in Gorumara
National Park, Jaldapara National Park and Buxa
Tiger Reserve, North Bengal by Abijith Abraham
on 13th July 2016.
- Intern presentation on ‘Status report on Child
and Tourism with special focus on Tourism in
Bihar, Odisha and Kerala’ by Sudharshan Nair on
13th July 2016.
- Outcome Impact Orientation on 2nd and 3rd
August 2016, facilitated by Anke Schuermann
and Rosemary Vishwanath, Bengaluru,
Karnataka.
- Strength Finder’s Induction Workshop
facilitated by O&A on 24th August 2016.

- Quantitative Research Methods workshop from
5th to 8th December 2016, facilitated by Sharad
Sure, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Outcome Impact Orientation on 14th March
2017, facilitated by Anke Schuermann and
Rosemary Vishwanath, Bengaluru, Karnataka.
- Sowbhagya joined a 3 month basic English
course.
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- Training “Not Everyone Plays by the Rules in
the Digital Playground: Addressing Online Child
Sexual Exploitation”, on 3rd & 4th October 2016
organised by ICMEC and Tulir, New Delhi.
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MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND
EXTENDED TEAMS
Managing Committee (2016-2017)
#

Name

Designation

1

Mario Pinto Almeida

President

2

Ravi Chellam

Secretary

3

Mahesh Lobo

Treasurer

4

TT Sreekumar

Member

5

Aditi Chanchani

Director, (ex-officio)

6

Kavitha M

Staff Representative, (ex-officio)
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Staff Team
#

Programme

Coordinator

Team Members

1

Institutions, Policies and
Tourism Models

Swathi Seshadri

Aditi Chanchani / Rajesh
Ranjan

2

Ecosystems,
Communities and
Tourism

Swathi Seshadri

Jerome Francis* / Nayana
Udayshankar*

3

Economics of Tourism

Swathi Seshadri

Harsh Raveendra

4

Governance, Law and
Tourism

Ananya Dasgupta

Ghanshyam Kumar* /
Kavitha M

5

Society, Culture and
Tourism

Aditi Chanchani

Durang Bosu Mullick /
Joyatri Ray# / Rajesh
Ranjan / Sangeeta Rath* /
S Sharmila / Suman M*

6

Tourism Resource Centre

Aditi Chanchani* / Nino
Charles*

Divya Kasargod# / Kavitha
M / Suman M*

7

Networking

Swathi Seshadri

8

Research

Swathi Seshadri

Ghanshyam Kumar*

9

Institutional Support Services
Girisha V / Sowbhagya

a

Admin

Theresa Florina Lobo#

b

HR

S Sharmila

c

IT

Rajiv Das#

d

Finance

Theresa Florina Lobo#

James

# part time staff

* for part of the year

53

Short Term and Project Based Contracts
#

Name of Staff

Programme

1

Abish Chakma

Study on Challenges of Internal Migration (Economics of Tourism)

2

Abo Arangam

Study on Challenges of Internal Migration (Economics of Tourism)

3

Avinash Kuduvalli

Communication Strategy (Tourism Resource Centre)

4

Chandrachoodan
Gopalakrishnan
a.k.a Nadika Nadja

a. Study on Caste and Religious Tourism in Tamil Nadu (Society,
Culture and Tourism)

5

Kaveri Haritas

Strengthen Qualitative Research Methodologies in Tourism Research
(Research)

6

Mary Kath

Study on Challenges of Internal Migration (Economics of Tourism)

7

Santosh Yadav

Study on Challenges of Internal Migration (Economics of Tourism)

8

Sharad Sure

Strengthen Quantitative Research Methodologies in Tourism Research
(Research)

b. Study of Culture in the context of Religious Tourism (Society, Culture
and Tourism)

Translation and Transcription Support
- Alok Goswami

- Rev. Chandra Mohan

- Chinmay Mishra

- S. S. Rajani

- M. Sethu Ramalingam

- SIRDS

- Madhusri Timble

- Sumita Ray

- Pauline Anthony

- Vijay Kumar

Design and Communication Support
- Anekal Narayan

- National Printing Press

- Anjora Noronha

- Smriti Chanchani

- Avinash Kuduvalli
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- Ponni Meenakshi

Name

Shiny Yadav

Abhijit
Abraham

Sudarshan
Nair

Anjan
Vartak

#

1

2

3

4

BBA LLB (Hons)

Post Graduate Diploma in
Travel and Tourism

Post Graduate Diploma in
Travel and Tourism

Bachelors’ in combined
humanities (history,
philosophy, literature)

Academic course

School of Law,
Christ University,
Bengaluru

Indian Institute of
Tourism and Travel
Management,
Gwalior

Indian Institute of
Tourism and Travel
Management,
Gwalior

Azim Premji
University,
Bengaluru

Institution

Interns and Volunteers and their Work
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1st December
2016 to 21st
December 2016
(3 weeks)

11th May to
18th July 2016
(9 weeks)

11th May to
15th July 2016
(9 weeks)

16th May to
10th June 2016
(4 weeks)

Period
(weeks)

Society, Culture
and Tourism

Economics of
Tourism
Case laws linked to labour
and environment for the
study on ‘Sustainability of
Hotel Chains’

Ecosystems,
Communities
and Tourism

Tourism
Resource Centre

Programme
worked with

Developing status report
on Child and Tourism with
special focus on Tourism in
Bihar, Odisha and Kerala

Report on Rapid Impact
Assessment in North Bengal
on Gorumara National Park,
Jaldapara National Park
and Buxa Tiger Reserve

Creating an Image Bank
and Photo Stories as well as
a Video Catalogue and a 16
short film synopsis

Details
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ADB
Asian Development Bank

ALF
Alternative Law Forum

A&N
Andamans and Nicobar Islands

ARZ
Anyay Rahit Zindagi

ATSEC
Action against Trafficking and Sexual
Exploitation of Children

CRZ
Coastal Regulation Zone

CSOs
Civil Society Organisations

DoT
Department of Tourism

DTV
Domestic Tourist Visits

DWCD
Department of Women and Child Development

e-TV
e-Tourist Visa

EAC

BRICS

Environment Appraisal Committee

Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa

ECPAT

CBT

End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and
Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes

Community based tourism

CCT
Coasts, Communities and Tourism

CEZ
Coastal Economic Zones

CINI
Child in Need Institute

CLRA
Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act,
1970

CRG
Children’s Rights Goa

CRT
Centre for Responsible Tourism

ESA
Ecologically Sensitive Areas

FCT
Forests, Communities and Tourism

FDI
Foreign Direct Investments

FEE
Foreign Exchange Earnings

FRA
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006

FTA
Foreign Tourism Arrivals
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ABBREVIATIONS
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GMU-RTDZ

MP

Gorai-Manori-Uttan Recreation and Tourism
Development Zone

Member of Parliament

GST
Goods and Services Tax

HNA
Himalayan Niti Abhiyan

HSRT
Hunar Se Rozgar Tak

ICMEC
International Centre for Missing & Exploited
Children

IITIS
Incredible India Tourism Investors’ Summit

ILO
International Labour Organization

IMH
Institute of Hotel Management

KJPS
Kumirmari Jan Paryatan Samiti
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LSGI

MPISSR
M P Institute of Social Science Research

MSI
Mountain Shepherds Initiative

MTP
Mega Tourism Projects

MWCD
Ministry of Women and Child Development

NER
North East Region

NGO
Non-Government Organisation

NGT
National Green Tribunal

NTP
National Tourism Policy

PPP
Public Private Partnerships

Local Self Governing Institutions

PRASAD

MICE

Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spirituality
Augmentation Drive

Meetings Incentives Conferences & Exhibitions

MoEFCC
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change

MoT
Ministry of Tourism

MoU
Memorandum of Understanding

PRI
Panchayati Raj Institutions

PSB
Para-Statal Body

S&H
Safe and Honourable Tourism Code

S&E Act
Shops and Commercial Establishments Act, 1961

57
SAARC

UNWTO

South Asian Association. for Regional
Cooperation

World Tourism Organisation

SC
Scheduled Castes

SCCS
Students’ Conference on Conservation Sciences

SEC
Sexual Exploitation of Children

VSS
Vikas Samvad Samiti

YMCA
Young Men’s Christian Association

YWCA
Young Women’s Christian Association

SHG
Self Help Group

SJSM
Sundarbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch

SNEHA
Social Need Education and Human Awareness

ST
Scheduled Tribes

STOP
STOP Trafficking and Oppression of Children &
Women
Special Tourism Zones

TAAF
Tourism Advocacy and Action Forum

TSO
Travelling Sex Offenders

UNESCO
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

UNICEF
United Nations Children’s Fund
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STZ

2011

EQUATIONS is a research and
policy, advocacy organisation
(non-profit society) working
on tourism and development
issues in India. Our work
has focused on the
economic, environmental,
social, cultural, political
and governance impacts
of tourism particularly on
people living in and around
tourism destinations. We
do this through our work
on Institutions, Policies and
Tourism Models, Economics
of Tourism, Ecosystems,
Communi es and Tourism,
Governance, Law and
Tourism, Society, Culture
and Tourism and Tourism
Resource Centre. EQUATIONS
closely collaborates with
organisations and peoples
movements, to influence
people centred forms of
tourism & policies that ensure
significant local benefits
and take into account the
negative impacts of an
unbridled growth of tourism.

www.equitabletourism.org
info@equitabletourism.org

2012
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